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Guessing On The Marshall Plan

O ONE can guess within $5 billlon how

much it wil cost Americans o help
Europe rebuild itself, we are told by Phillp
D. Reed, chairman of the board of the
General Electric Company, who testified
this week before the House Foreign Affairs
Committee in its hearing on the Marshall
Plan.

Despite his uncertainty on the expense
tnvolved, Mr. Reed plugged for the Plan,
smaying it is worth whatever it costs for
without it Western Europe will become “a
political*and economlic concentration
eamp” under the Stalin Plan.

We are tmpressed with Mr. Reed's rea-
soning and with his authority as an expert
on Europe but what we Iike most about his
testimony 1s his reminder that everyone is
guessing in this business of saving the
Kuropeans and ourselves from the Com-
munists. It would be helpful in reaching a
deciston if all our experts would preface
their statements with this qualification.

‘Think how much farther along we would
be 1f Mr. Herbert Hoover had admitted that
he might be $8 billion off, as he probably
was, when he sald we should allow no more
than $4 billion for ERP In Its first phase.
Since any reasonable man should be satis-
fled with a 50-50 rating on his margin for
error, Mr. Hoover could then have grace-
fully compromised on $25 billlon as the
amount needed to adjust his estimate with
the other guesses. This would bring his

total up to $8.5 billion, which is almost the
amount which the Administration has
fixed as the minimum required for ERP In
its first 15-month period.

Of course, Secretary Marshall and the
other Administration experts also are off
$5 billion, too much or too little, under the
Reed theory. However, they already have
made sllowance for error. The Plan was up
to more than $29 billlon when it first was
outlined by the sixteen European nations
who are participating in this collective en-
deavor. Our Washington experts cut that
figure to $22 billlon and then lopped off
another $5 billlon before presenting the
program to Congress for $17 billion over &
four-year period. Since then, at the sugges-
tion of the Republican guessers, they have
dropped the four-year commitment to
fifteen months, calling for $8.8 billion.

‘Thus far we seem to have followed the
Reed guess rule but we have applied it In
only one way and have now worked our
way down to the experts who guess we do
not need to put up another nickel for eco-
nomie restoration of Europe Our guess is
that Congreas and the American people will
s00on see they are figuring themselves out
of the competition with Russia. If they
don't see that, and shortly show some sup-
port for the experts who are In the position
to do the better guessing. it will not be
hard to guess what will happen in Europe
this year.

Whisky And Grain Savmg

Y A VOTE of 12 to 9. the House Bank-

ing Committee has killed a bill to con-
tinue curbs on the use of grain in whisky-
making, which were imposed by Congress
after the 80-day voluntary shutdown of the
distilling industry In the Luckman food-
saving campaign. Protesting the mit-
tee's action, Rep. Rains of Alabama de-
clares that “apparently there are some
people more Interested ln ymv\dlnl grain
for whisky than for food.

‘What are the facts?

The American distilling Industry nor-
mally uses about 2 per cent of the total
eorn crop and 1 per cent of all grain crops
produced In this country. It uses less than
one-thousandth of 1 per cent of the total
wheat erop.

These figures alone challenge the prac-
tical wisdom and the Justice of the shut-
down on the distillers, since the Govern-
ment conservation p: was designed
primarily to save wheat, not corn, for ship-
ment abroad.

Administration sources say the curb on
distillers saved about five million bushels

of grain for the last month. Industry’

spokesmen assert the Government has lost
more wheat than it thinks it saved. They
explain this by the fact that the residue of
the grain used in distilling makes livestock
and pouitry feed which is rich in protein,
vitamins, amino acids and other qualities.

Distilleries take out only the starch of the
grain they use and the residue reputedly
has equal or greater feeding value than
the original grain. It he is deprived of feed
for his hogs, cattle and poultry from this
source, the farmer must make up the dif-

poul it
on his eorn and wheat stocks o cover the
difference. \

While the American distillers observed &
60-day voluntary shutdown and then were
placed on restricted basis, distilleries were
not closed In any other country. England
and France are reported operating at ca-
pacity. Eleven countries applying for aid
under the Marshall Plan have asked for
grain for distilling and brewing.

1In the light of this evidence, it would ap-
pear that America has been paying heavily
for the fllusion that it is saving grain for
Europe and for the {llusion of the drys that
the cause of prohibition is being advanced
by reducing the production of American
whisky. While foreign distilleries go full
blast and while rationing of American dis-
tillerfes apparently is saving little or no
grain, this “conservation” system is causing
unemployment and serious economic loss in
an Industry that pays $2 172 billlon a year
in taxes to Federal and Btate Oovern-
ments.

Big Jim For President

10 JIM FOLSOM. Governor of Alabama,
13 a political showman. His major con-
eern as Alabama's executive seems to be
o obtain publicity for Big Jim, rather than
%o give the State the progressive govern-
ment he promised when he toured the
bustings with a hill-billy band, & mop, and
@ bucket of suds as campaign trade marks.
‘This hankering for personal fame led him
10 pose for a number of ridiculous pictures
& national “slick” magazine — among
them was a layout showing Big Jim kissing
an assortment of Southern beautles. It led
him to toss representatives of Alabama's
dally newspapers out of his daily press con-
ferences.
Now comes the coup de grace—Big Jim
has announced his candidacy for the Dem-

of the “people at the branch-heads” who
put him into offite. His antics have won
him bad press comment In Alabama and
elsewhere. His administration has been ut-
terly devold of significant accomplishment.,
If Big Jim can prove to the denizens of the
hrmch heads that he is “important®
o to challenge President Truman,
permp- they will be persuaded that their
Governor 1sn't such a bad fellow after all
Big Jim will have to work considerably
harder to prove to us that he is not just
another buffoon. His characterization of
President Truman as a tool of Wall Street
seems particularly amusing, In view of the
grumbling of other Southern leaders at the
President’s “C¢

The Mote In The Other Fellow’s Eye

People’s Platform

What Engmeers Get And Give

«Editors, Tuz Nxws:

muud- a few days ago about
and firemen are

mmmnm-r-mumnmmn

Nnmmmm
base pay for s \mucm-mam:uum
W_dbyhht!ﬂbwm pull those 70 or 80-car
Pinocs yard ik Chariotte) s $1080
mrmmhwr- rain or shine, hnlpwd,wiuw

day for & yard engineer.
mmmumm'uwm'mm‘l
srerage of & yard engineer at $4.081. You
have to have much education o know that 38

ﬂAn at $10.80 is only $3942.

Those 1.000000 nOR-operating members ¢
settied for 133, cents incidentally get two webks
vacation with pay, and time and one-half for holi-

they have to feed anything they hatch
And to make serious

ton are dumb enough to hatch them out and call 1t
democracy st work.

Any farm boys knows thal you can no more
hatch American ideals out of Communism than you
can hateh turkeys out of bumard eggs Vet the New
Du\mu-yhmnuuun-mn Jong range

of destroying America to build
1a the nnﬂ way to keep us out of war and bring DCIN,
1f you don't believe what I am trying to tell you “read
The News.™ Information from world

beginning to make the New Deal tremble
C. BURKHOLDER.

Burkholder Monotonous
. CHARLOTTE

s
K God P C. Burkholder is a Republican'

ive cne the shudders

days and don't get any of that
except one week vacation, and s lot men  Editors, Tux Nxw:
are work at night. Their expenses
when they are required to leave ho paid, and
ours are not.

We have falled TV
on account of these lower paid men In highly

responsible skilled
Who's jamming & wrench in the gears ?
—A RAILROADER.

Disgusted Reader

Editors, Tux Nxws:
NT you please stop the dirty mouthings and
the silly and disgusting stuff of one P. C. Burk-
holder about the New Deal? I think all of your
Teaders are disgusted with this disgruntied Rej
—BOYCE WHISNANT.

CHARLOTTE

Burkholder Won’t Quit

Editors, Tux Nrws:
J SAID all along that the $20 billion Truman asks

CHARLOTTE

tions about civil rights, etc. From these im-
diatribes, It s difficult to deter-

ocratic charging
that President Truman is “hogtied” by the
“monopolists, brass hats, grain speculators,
and Wall Street lawyers” who are trying
“to force his nomination on the party * Me
will seek Alabama's favorite gon designa-
tion at the in

mine with whom Harry Truman is consort-
ing this year. If Big Jim wants his Presi-
dential ambitions to materfalize into
greater threat than that which they now
pose, he should change his tune to the

June.
Our immediate reaction to this outburst
% that Big Jim 1s seeking to hold the favor

From The Asheville Citisen

more chant about “violation of
Southern tradition, suh,” which is being
volced by other would-be party bolters of
the deep South.

Is The Army In The Saddle?

ENERAL EISENHOWER has given us

an eloquent redefinition of what
Thomas Jefferson meant when he wrote
into the Virginia Declaration of Rights:
“...1In all cases the military should be un-
der strict subordination to, and governed
by, the civil power.” What the General said
in denying Presidential ambitions was this:

wise subordination of the military to eivil
power will be best sustained, and
will have that 1t 1s s

But General Eisenhower is not the only
American who has done some worrying in
Tecent days about military influence over
civilian functions. In a report entitled The
Militarization of America. 21 educators, scl-
entists, clergymen and authors, headed by
Albert Einstein warned last week that
American democracy cannot survive if “the
present trend toward military control of
our institutions continues.”

It has been observed, and correctly we
think, that a man capable of such an ut-
terance as Elsenhower's should not be re-
moved from political avallability. However,
the Einsteln committee ls more concerned
with “military control” in the civillan of-
Tices just below the Presidency.

This control, or at least the power to ex-
ercise It, is unmistakably evident. We have
a professional soldier as Secretary of State.
We have a professional sallor — Admiral
William D. Leahy—as President Truman's
closest alde and perhaps most powerful ad-
viser. The framers of the militarization re-
port err In thelr zeal when they lay the
military mantle on Secretary of the Army
Kenneth Royall, for example, and on Fred-

fans, not militarists. But it remains trus
that some Important sub-Cabinet posts, de-
partments and embassies are staffed by
professional soldiers.

The presence of an ex-soldier In a pos. of
civillan responsibility i no particular
threat to What

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round «

enoug!
Topeat reverence. "God's In his Heaven,
and all’s right with the world.”
Burkholder’s stuck whistle “damn the New Deal®
s getting monotonous. If he were strictly honest he

say “down with the Federal Depoait Insurance”,
_Commisaion”,

“down with the Security Exchange
-dmm with the FHA".

the TVA~ down with the Manhattan Project

(atom
bomb)*, "down with the hope tnstilled In the millions
of hearts on the day Roosevelt took office”, “down
with the millions of lives the New Deal saved from the
lessness and the helplessness of Hoover”
P. C urmnm-r should beg forgiveness and fall
his knees and thank God that he was
pnme‘ea to live in the same generation with Roose-
velt and the New Deal
—H. & BRADERMAN.

TM onpln Platform ts avatiable to any
who cares to mount ft. Communications
m-mbcm-tmmm.memu
sidle. and on only ome side of the paper
! and ity will be deleted—otherionse

anything goes Each lon-v must be signed al-
mmn tn ezcepftional nd upon reguest,
l:fnwhhold the wltcr‘l name.—Edttors,

Quote, Unquote

friend remarked the other day that
he noted one

Maybe you know a $10.000 postwar home that's
& beauty. but It it large enough for s sixfooter to
sieep with head and feet in the same room’—Leuts-
Herald.

Marquis Childs

GOP And Inflation

WASHINOTON

TALKING before the Republican
mnjnnlv of the Senate the other

t A Taft of Ohio
xpressed the Kind of bland opti-
mism that some of his colleagues

find almost as hard to take as the
scoldings their_leader oc-
a hem Taft said he
understood prices were

inning o level off

ah—the price of mink cou

and diamond wrist-wi

o0 the anti-Tafs Reoublicans n the
back row mutte;

The split in the Senate majority

aver the issue of inflation and whi

the one hand are the stal-
warts who: follow Taft and Sen
Kenneth Wherrv of Nebraska They
belleve In sitting tight, confident
that they can unload the blame for
higher and higher prices on the
Truman Administration

On ‘he other side are such Sena-
tors as Ralph Planders of Vermont,
Raymond Baldwin of Connecticut
and Irving Ives of New York They
believe that their party as
Jority party in the Congre
take responsibility

Flanders has introduced & bill
providing that all the machinery
for meat rationing be set up ready
to go Inw operation If it should
prove necessary in the Spring Ben-
ators Tves and Baldwin have put in
a rent-control bill that would ex-
tend controls until June 30. 1949 It
would give both tenants and land-
lords the right of appeal locally and
nationally where hardship u
claumed
BAD NEWS

These Republicans have been In-
ereasingly aware of the
flation s pinching the
American. They know how the cost
of 100d in the average family bud-
et has climbed and climbed untll
1t absorbs nearly half of the in-
come of the low-wage groups The
fact that prices of luxuries may be
levelling off. which Is doubtful in

Joseph & ¢

any event. while prices for mwl-
ties continue lo rise wo

very news. since it could e
the herald of depression

The difference between the two
Republican -\:X not co
to detalls of legislatian. It gets down
to the basic approach to politics tn
this election year

Planders-Ives-Baldwin faee

tion belleves in a constructive ap-
proach. They think that the Amer-

rem
Wendell Willkie on the subject of
Herbert Hoover is recalled
“Unfortunately Mr Hoover allows
his thinking Lo be dominated by Mr.

Roosevelt .
Thi ssme: charme o sads foday
ainst the herry leader-

“hip. Oritcs 1n the. Senats say that
they wait to see What the Admin-
istration decides and then op-
pase 1t In other words, they have

publican stand all through the New
Deal era.

Ives and Baldwin have particular—
ly strong feelings on this score. Each
In his own State demonstrated what
can be dan- with a constructive

approa

As wunncm le-dlr in the Legls-
lature in Albany. Ives shaped &
constructive ps at won elec-

such an New York's fair-employ~
ment-practices law

his party could do to make Con-
necticut a better State and he wos
the election.

Naturally it is Dot just politics
and the chances for '48 that concern
these ous Senators. They
are fearful of what s bad deflation=
to the country

=iA

Stewart Alsop

Soviet Softening Up

WASHINOTON
HE first evidence that the
Soviet Union may be faltering
in the course that has plunged the
world 1nto political and economic
war s now in the hands of the
American Government. It suggesta
that the so-called hard policy. for
which Poreign Mintster V. M_Molo-
tov is generally given credit. may
be reconsidered by the Politburo if
and when the European Recovery
Program passes the Congress
The apparent reason for fhis
possivility s the fact thal the re-
surces of the Soviet state are
aiready strained to the utmost,
mAKIng it unwise for the Soviets to
continue the present contest when
American resotroes have fully mabi-
tzed on the other side. In other
words, when the strength of the
United

the strength of the Soviets will be
tnsufficlent to carry through their

imperfalist plans Being _realistic
men. the members of the Palitburo
will then abandon the attempt to

do what is beyond thelr strength,
and seek to make a settlement on
the best terms they camiget
THE CLOUD LIKE A HAND

In short, we are In the position
of Elijah durng his celebrated

the hortzon. If at that moment
Eljah had suddenly lost faith and
Joine Baal-worshippers,
suspects that the Cord might
peevishly have withheld the rain
But he went right on praying. and
after the ensuing downpour, Elijah
agreeadly indulged himself
general massacre of the pro-Baal
faction The Soviets are Suzioualy
wAILNg 0 see_whether we are
Dreaistent as Ehjan 1t the cloud,
which 1 the European very
Program. turma out-to be the real
thing. they will ask for terms rather
the risk the misfortune of Baals
prophets Consequently, far more
now hangs upon the action of the
senators and’ representatives than
the Congress even vaguely con-
cerves.

Por this reason. it is tragic that
these vital truths must be stated in
such general terms In the nature of
things, however the incldents upon
which the foregoing conclusions are
re of the most secret nature
®ho have studied the origtns
of another great change in Soviet
policy. in the State Department

documents, “Nazi-Boviet Relstiona.®
will have noted how guarded were
the first overtures. The &

have held out In

gres
eare on m-n.mum it we only
atick o 1

Army Favored Over Navy At White House

wumxo’mu Last week this same
thirteen long years Rocervelt the  Houss of Reprasentatives S
mmnmmnmwunmxuu- worked out by QOP C:
‘Truman, former commander of Bat-

for go-
ing to ses, but the fact that with the Army—
ymummmnm.mm

matters, of course, s how he performs. We
see no real evidence of military dominance
In eivil affalrs. Yet s is significant that

Marshall

man needs to keep this matter before him.
The trend of appolntments should not be
allowed to affect the trend of decisions in
pume:ﬂun.

sama m gebata i the

had been
Dick Welch of San Pran:
cisco and unanimously approved by the Public Lands and
Burveys Committee.

But old guard Republicans, backed by a powerful private-
utllities lobby, opposed the compromise. Por some Ume the
debate seesawed back and forth. On every vote the power
lobby lost. Pinally, Congreasman Charile Halleck of Indiana,
sympathetic to the power lobby, moved adjournment

That night, the power-lobby boys took advantage of the

food that they themselves took the initiative and printed
these labels

Following this, & group of St st uwp &

pain
brought In by the Pmnanup Train. These rolls are given
1o school children dally, together with a small portion of
sweet milk which arrived on the Friendship Train, plus soup
made from Priendship Train dried beans

This program will last approximately two months and
thould have an important effect upon the health of the
ehildren also thought % would)

Jones appeared on the floor of the House and held whis-
pered consultations with key Congressmen.

In the end, he got his way. The power lobby, defeated the

before, rallied enough votes to send the compromise
reclamation bill back to committee.

Jooes end bis power-lobby friends were w strong that

reclamaton program was set ven to the year 1902
at which time Teddy mv-n nm -nrwd in earnest the
water development of the W
Communists Get Mad 4

newspaper in Paris, Humanite. recently

the Priendship
Parls rushed several truckloads of four

area. This flour was made
into small loaves of white bread and distributed to the home-
less with & label which read “from the Priendship Train*
‘The people of Strasbourg were so delighted at getiing this

have an Jmportant mm upm thetr future friendship with,
the United 8t

Auburn Slogan-Coiner
AUBURN. N Y. s famous for tts stay-at-home folka,
Guesta at the huge state prison there are at-home

prac-
tically all the Ume However. Auburn allowed two of its'

other.
Auburnite 1s Tabers secretary, Amelia Aveduti, and Wash-+
tigtontans are quite happy to have her around. In
to being one of the prettiest and most popular damsels on
Capital Hill. Misa Avedytt also ta & slogan-cotner
The other day. hoplhg to get her boss 1n & good mood se
he would excuse her from work early, she concocted a new:
slogan for Taber’s main obsession. the Republican party. On
poster, which she placed promineatly m

For the slogan reminded.
that he had to write a long letter to the
National Committee. Miss Avedut! dutifully took the long
dictation. though it caused her to miss a dinner engagement.
But the following day she really hit the ceiling
When she looked at her slogan. she discovered that somey
mischievous visitor had inserted “and” before the word “vote.”



