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Truman s Pants And Wall Street

UB'I"EI!LY the most serlous charge
which the Moscow press has yet
leveled at President Truman is the one in
the Weekly Literary Gazette which says
™ that he “wears his pants shorter by two
inches than the accepted standards”. All
the other counts in the latest Soviet in-
dictment are relatively innocuous beside
this disclosure that the Missouri high
water mark still shows on the Thirty-Third
President of the United States. >

‘We feel certain that few people In this
country will be alarmed or resentful over
the Russian accusation that Mr. Truman iz
the tool of Wall Street. Since we already
have 1t on reltable Republican authority
that he also Is a tool of the CIO, this
creates just the sort of political complica-
tion that the aystem

serves the country's ben interests 1s a
question for the people to declde, but at
least they are belng given a chance to
assess the blame or credit on the basis of
the record. Meanwhile, the rapproachment
between Washington and Wall Street that
has béen going on openly has been signifi-
cant chiefly as an Indication that the en-
lightened element of the business com-
munity Is coming more to the fore. It is
also a slgn that we have grown up enough
as a people to recognize the fact that there
are men fn all walks of life whose capacl-
es are needed In public service, and whose
devotion to American Ideals Is not entirely
conditioned by thelr private interests.

‘We are not greatly perturbed by the Rus-
sian reminder that Mr. Truman was “the
y. bank clerk and tool of the

was designed to nrvdul:e. ‘How the Com-
munuu can of Mr. Truman as be-
ing “unnotable” in view of his success In
serving two such antagonistic masters is
something of a mystery, unless you are
familiar with the Marxlan reasoning pro-
cesses. ~

For our part. we are grateful to the So-
viet propagandists for reminding us of Mr.
Truman's versatility and boldness in serv-
Ing &5 a tool of the various Interests that
make up American life. He has contributed
something fo honest and perhaps more ef-
fective government by Ignoring the old
‘Wall Street bugaboo to place leaders of the
financlal community in Iimportant posi-
tions where thelr Influence and responsl-
bility are clearly fixed In the public mind.

It is entirely to President Truman's
credit that he has made no effort to con-
ceal the “Wall Street” influence in his Ad-
ministration. Whether that influence

Mecklenburg Stages

LD HANDS in the political game must
have batted their eyes in disbellef
when they read that the Mecklenburg dele-
gation voted together as & unit in support-
ing the slate which made a clean sweep at
the State conventlon -of Young Democrats
in Raleigh last Baturday, We still are mar-
weling at the sounds of harmony that come
from the Capital in the wake of the gath-
ering which unanimously elected a new
m of YD officers, including Flora Powell
as national

‘We long ago had abandoned hope that
the doughty Mecklenburgers, always the
first to start a scrap and the last to aban-
don it, would ever change thelr ways, and
we &re not certain that the present reform
represents anything more than a tempo-
rary lapse. It has seemed %0 us at times
that our political representatives felt they

Pendergast machine”. Although we have
worrled over his role In this respect for a
number of years, the Russian Gazeile's
plece had the effect of making us review
the record of Truman's actual service to
Boss Pendergast. That ghve us a fresh ap-
preciation of what a vast difference there
1s between an American and a Russian tool
of the ruling powers.

The Russian charge that Mr. Truman 18
“straining for the laurels of the Corporal
from Munich” might have upset us more
if we hadn't been studying & new picture
of our President doing knee-bend exer-
cises on board an American warship. It
seems 1o us what he really s straining to
do {3 to keep himself In conditiop to set a
walking record.

In short, the:only thing that bothers us
about Mr. Truman is the shortening of his
A

‘Now, Here’s What We Say To Russia—’

Mistakes In London And Washington

pants. We ought to have a from
‘Washington about that.

A Rally

the selection of candidates and organiza-
tion leaders. It has created the curious
spectacle in which the largest city in the
8tate and one of the larger countles refuse
to exercise their natural leadership.

‘The change that was manifested In Ra-
lelgh last week was brought about largely
by Young Democrats who learned some-
thing more about teamplay while they were
defending Independence in the armed serv-
ices. A new trend in Mecklenburg County
thlnkln; was indicated earller this year at

he Leglon In Wil-

Wanted: A Political Instinet

By SUMNER WlLl-El
r'f-ﬂr ‘Under-Secretary of
NEW YORK

N his “American Memolr,” which evokes such nos-
talgic memoaries of the sge of confldence, Henry
Beldel Canby speaks of “the marvelous political
instinct of the British ple.”

Btate

ﬂuct of lumln relations seems to be
much Mr. Bevin may differ with Mr.

Chul‘chlﬂ \-IDﬂn every Olh!r conceivable l\lhju:l he
rican good will is

essential

minmn. when our delegation voted as &
unit. Mecklenburg didn’t win in that con-
test but it made a showing that encouraged
the movement for the unit principle.

At Raleigh, the results and potentialities

of the unlted Mecklenburg front were forc-
ibly on all the Be-

‘were obliged to ride off in all at
once in order to uphold the reputation of
Mecklenburg County as the home of inde-
pendence. They have carried the ideal of
individual freedom In the extreme of mak-
ing It appear that agreement among them-
selves s unconstitutional, or at least an
‘unthinkable violation of tradition.

Countless opportunities to advance the
Jegitimate Interests of Charlotte and Meck-
Jenburg County have been lost through this
tendency of our political workers to fly
apart and seek alllances with politiclans
from other sections. It has dissipated the
influence of both City and County In party
affalrs of the State and In the General As-
sembly. as well as In national matters. It
has muffled our voice on policies that were

adopted and deprived us of recognition in

It May Be Cheap At

MERICA'S bill for European recovery

‘under the Marshall Plan has been re-
duced to $19,330,000,000 over a- four-year
period, at the last report. That doesn’t in-
clude some $3,000.000000 that will be
handled as loans through the International
Bank. Even so, It » of

fore the convention opened there were
ol of a heated battle over offices.
Then theiword went out that the powerful
«Mecklenburg deleration had settled its dif-
ferences In caucus and was casting its 30
votes In a block for one slate, and there
was wide scurrying to line up with the
strongest group.

‘The examole of the Young Damocrlh
may be studled orofitably by all our public
officlals and political workers. It represents
something more than & step toward a more
efficlent brand of oractical politics. The
times demand that the City and the Coun-
ty assume larger .responsibility and au-
thority to meet the problems of Industrial
soclety. Procress toward that end cannot
be had until we learn to throw our weight
together.

o
$19 Billion
They argue that Europeans must work out
thelr own destiny and ald, from us only
postpones adjustment to postwar realities
over there while at the same time it exag-
werates our own shortages, causes prices to
rise, etc. This attitude Is discussed by a

about $10,000,000,000 from the figure first
set by the 16 European nations that will
participate In the plan. That's a worth-
while saving for about three months of
haggling over the price, to say the least.

Tt it not possible, however, to be entirely
satisfied with this result of hard-headed
dnlln[ by the American experts who

Europeans how fo scale down
uulr demands. Two questions remain to be
answered. One Is whether we still are kid-
ding ourselves about the eventual costs.
The other s whether we are asking the
right question. The main thing to ask, it
seems to us, is not how much will it cost
but will it work,

Full detalls of the plan will not be made
public untll the week-end and it will be
some time after that before it is possible

& solution of the trading deficlt with the

continent, particularly by ex-
ports. If it will do that, then it will be
cheap at $19 billion or even $29 billion. It
will then represent not a colodsal hand-out,
A5 50 many Americans stlll are Inclined to
u\ht of it, but a highly profitable invest-
men

'
- There is reason to belleve that America
will go on asking the wrong question: How
much will it cost? In fact, it is evident that
.n.mmnlmgm
‘question If it is to do ng.

ton, who comments that it “denles the ex-
Istence of ani Ideological war with Russia.
It imolies that it makes no difference to
this_country if Russia dominates Europe,
And It Ignores any moral oblieations of this
country o helo Rritain and France. Do
mutusl responsibilities cease when bomibs
stop dropping?”

It should be added that this state of
mind also ignores entirelv the fact that
America's own economic future Is tled up
in the Marshall Plan, and the further fact
that if the nlan lsn't undertaken there will
be none of the nrosnerity that the save-
ourselves-first advocates dream about.

1t 15 not to be lightly disregarded—Com- '

rade Molotov's remark that the Marshall
Plan will fall—as the comrade is a deter-
mined man,

A Princeton dean thinks the same sclen-
tists who study other diseases should study
labor troubles, inflammation of the
Lewls or hardenin, the management.

The old time farmer who spent elbow
grease in fighting grass 1s now taking care

of the grass and letting cattle graze it—
Jackson (Ga.) Progress-Argus.
“So well versed In our history was &

British actress, agplying for citizenship,
she could hame Benjamin lllnllunuﬂw-
President.” who?

Y

business writer, J. A, Livings-

Bevin would seem to lose mo opportunity of alienat-
m. American sympathy and of provoking American

BCO‘NI PU‘II.IC OPINION
which Mr. Bevin has pursued in
Pl]ul.lna has shocked American public opinion, In-
dignation was caused by his indefensible reflections
upon the the Jewish cltizens of New York. Now the
rican people have wilnessed the pitiful odyssey of
the -mmlp ‘Exodus, and they have been revolted by
the Britlsh Government's obduracy in forcing the
Jewish refugees she carried into concefitration camps
in the very country from whose horrors they had

'AlL of these eyents have aroused deep resent-
ment among non-Jewish as well as among -Jewlsh
elements In the United States. resentment is
making it increasingly difficult to maintain the Int-

undlnundin' between t;\: two countries which

“Angl Amériean  relations
must now be adde recent demands for
the redistribution of the American |nm reserves and
for the enactment of some new form of lend-
lense,

Statements such as these, made ver
moment when Britain must have lddi!lon-l h-ln
from theqUnited States, have awakened Oongres-
sional :ulph:lmu. renewed the memories of war debt
trritations, started & wave of that old anti-
‘British f!!llnl which it was hoped had N per=

manently st
LACKS mmsnunmn
r. Bevin seems to have little interest in Amerl-
can public opinion and no understanding of the fac-
tors by which American sentiment is motivated. He
Iacks pouum Intinct 1a his conduct of forelgn palicy.
defect he is only surpassed by his Rus-
mueu'ue Mr. Molotov, That deft nppmuupn
of the reactions of other peoples which marked
policy in the days of Maxim Litvinov is no
longer ible.
‘American Presidents afid Secretaries of State
have also all too often lacked this essential 4n their
dnllnn with forelgn peoples. It is a quality needed
ore than ever before as the United States under-
{akes for the first time Lo play a determining part
in Ihlm.n( Lhe destinles of the world. Thers are
few our Government possesses [t today.
'.\"h- mmom {employed In our crude and much-
vaunted interference in Greece's purely political af-

Drew Pearson’s
M erry-Go-Round o

WASHINGTON

1 HAVE wrmcn several thousand words about Fiorello La

Guardis while he was living; but, even though I cant
te o0 I mure column

do justice to him, I should like
now that he has reached the end of the

La Guardia }s hard to write about m-\m hll e was
He was.elther on the erest
down In the dumvs, either chasing fire “That ne

#n full, ‘his character so varied.
of the wave or

eneines ar drivine ganesters out of New York, either spend-

tng millions feeding Europe or nursing nickels to keep,®
ronf_aver his head.
1 have been sitting at the lmr-rlwx trylng to de-

scribe Ta Guardia but I'm not equal to

Letting my mind run back over tlu vun—lmr! was
an, zetting in the halr of

ys for what he thought was richt,

log. Those were the care-

used to cook spaghetti In Bob Allen's
s joke on my old friend Caotain

La Guardia kBl Duie
always on the side of (.h! underdog.

free days when Plorello
kitchen, and when as

the nmext mesl was coming from, but
on the subway, saved his nickels,

has been broke most of his 1ife
‘There were the depression davs. u Guardia w

Emwmmuﬁlwm 000 unpaid taxes.

TFlorello was flat broke in those daya, scarcely

he rod
He passed up the julcy
law fees offered him by questionable clients, and stayed
minm fact, aside from his salary lx nlynr of New York,

s strug-
gling to balance New York's huues—mm New ':arx tax-

he was, persuaded Jesse .Ionu w

falrs, however desirable our objectives may have been,
have needlessly antagonized every sector of the Greek
people.
INCREASES ANTI-AMERICAN SENTIMENT
The way in which we intervened in Paris whils
the Marshall Plan was being prepared has rapidly in-
creased anti-American feeliug in Europe. The com-
ment of a European delegate. quoted by Frederic

impression of being "a Southern plantation owner
cracking the Whip over a pack of hungry European
sharecrappers” typifies the response of some of
America's most loyal friends in western

The Administration's willlngness to permit Gen-
eral Clay and his military advisers to operats
as though Germany's nelghbors had no right o seek
security when plans for western Germany are form:
Jhied has seclously awakened the democratic parties
in western Europe that sre co-operating with this
Government.

What have been the results of General Wede-
meyer's recent “diplomatic in China, and
of his published statement its conclusion®
The Chinese Reds are proclaiming that his mission
constituted flagrant proof of American Interven-
tion In China's soveréign affairs. and A dangerous
rift has been created between Washington and the
National Government.

The milltary mentality predominates in Wash-
ington.

¥he debt of gratitude the American beople owe
thelr militarv lenders is immeasurable, But It must
be admitted that with rare excentlons generals and
admirals are not noted for their willingness to make
sllowances for the suseentibilities of other neonles.
There Is an Increasing tendency in our dinlomacy
to assume that, becanss the United States has the
armed force an the dollars unon which the safety
and the recovery of other peoples nresentlv depend,
fhe tight of these neonles ta Aetermine their own
Internal policles and their risht to be treated as
soversien equals, may be wholly disregrded

What is needed in Washineton I the knowl-
edae that ditferent peonles react differently to the
same ronditions; a willingness to allow for th
sensibilities xnd even for the prefudices of other na-
tions: and. mest of all, that spirit of tolerance which
comes from the realization that the American peoole
and their gavernment sre not omnisclent, The com-
bination éf these qunlities would make for a surer
nelitieal fnstint In the conduct of our foréign af-
fairs.
Unleas thnee mow In sharge nf American forelgn
polley Tecomiza the need for a basic change of
ttude In thelr dealings with our democratic allles,
we may well fall to achieve our national objectives.
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Quote, Unaquote

A WRITER says that one way to keep young is to
mssoclate with young people. But what's an
old fellow to do If young veople don't want to msso-
ciste with him?—Reanoke Times.
Representative Bender foresees a “phony crisis™.
Page the ghost of Sepator Borah, who foresaw a
phonv war one time—Lynchburg News.
Tt ix harder to make money 1Ast than It 1 first—
Little Rock Gasette.

his own elaction.
for him. despite thelr close person:

Joan him RFC money with unpaid taxes as collateral.
There were also the davs when La Quardia worried about
Roosevelt never reslly came out strong

Joseph Also

Velgr

How Freedom Can Die

ROME
Y what strange process can
the Communist Party come to
in_an anclent and proud
Western European nation. with a
vigorous, hard - workh md
llmnr\v Cathallc people? This s
question, both+ n
Ttaly and for us In the United
States. It ix eseclally Important
now, becausé of the strong cur-
rent evidence that the Kremlin
has_altered m directive to the
Western Furopean Communist
Parties— that here In Italv. for
example, Palmiro Togliattl is In-
structed to take power as soon &s
possible. g !
‘Within this rather wide frame,
Togliattl, Thorez and thelr col-
leagues of the Italian and French
party executives are reasonably
free to act, subject onlv to abso-
lute obedience to any further -n-
dlcations of opinion from Moscow.
DRAW THE LINE AT WAR
‘The best guess d it is of
course a compiete ' shot In the
dark) is that 1‘p¢I|.n
directive can be,
ordinary i

Hmenl.

lnnrﬂ!hﬁlill]
as follows: power atickly
it possible. Use the party fn-
fluence with .the labor unions to
promote the maxigum of politieal
and economic disqrganization, But
on mo account risk a civil war or
the suppression of the party
That importan, final aualifica-
tion requires Slamor Togllattl and
his fellows of the high command
to move dellcately as well as
swiftly, To be sure. the Com-
‘munists possess & powerful para-
military force In Ttaly. The best
of the Communists' wartime parti-
&N units, numbering an_ estimated
20000 men. have been almost cer-
tainly kept in a state of secret
training and readiness. Wartime
Jenders—International brigade vet.
erans lke Pletro Secchia and the
notorious Colonel Moscatelll — are
Tevorted stlll ready to function
Yet these Communist forces are
regarded as defensive for the
prescul ane, for tha fubre, ss
the cadres of a new secret
Togtiattl wants no.civil war which
would Invite external iritervention.
1t is generally agreed that a Com-
munist
Dot be made except in conditions,
of such disorganization

*
Samuel Grafton

, tively shartly.

* phrase

.

misery that all Awynlium is ete
fectively

Precisely for this reason,
'ru.u.t.u must nightly thank God,
o, whom he Is surprisingly polite,
for the state of nervous. hand-
wringing  indecision n_rq;m
prevailing in Washinaton.
America uives Ttalv wheat, w-.l
#nd the dollars to may:for them,
Toeliatt! has not wnt even a m
fiohting shanee. The sehred
Staror Thellath ean
mathematleallv foretold W Ammm
remaine ndralyzed in the present
emereency.
GOVFRNMENT WILL FALL

The firt result. of course. will
be the fall of the de Gasneri Gav-
ernment, as a divect result of ita
inabilitv to wive the peoole bread
and work. Thix will ocrur rela-
There will follow
a_ general scramble rrun which
almost  everyone the
emergence of what 1- uned ":ov-
ernment of national erisis.”
Is certainly an odd on-.
Pirst of all the government of
national crisis will contain ren
Communists. Tts diversity alone
wiil condemn it to imnotence. And
Jjust to Insure- that impotence i
Teally total. it is further predicted
that thie government of national
crisis will be headed by the kind
of antiouated, vaguely dlhyidnd
but available elder statesman who
would guarantee fecbleness in

ane. The. Communist candidate
for the fob, it s

ripents decay —of
creasing hunger, unemployment
and  chaos. ripening

come the national election. And
then, If all is permitted to
happen. the Communists can take

power, only muk!n(

lutism wjth

T stooges c-ul\my trained to
ungarian models. t

he
and  imitate H

- Debatmg Socnety

U. N. has, for :hz mmnl
ceased o be an  gency and has
become an aren: & place of
contrantation. i outside the
It'is an appalling
thni to have to say, but the world
might have been a little more at
tue \aat.wouk Ity musting ot the
eral Assembly" had not taken
nlnec. i had been postpo:
cause the roof leaked. or me.pluu
@i not arrive.
1t there had been no um\u.m we
would have been spared much in-
conclusve ~ storming, and gloom.
For the U. N. no longer cémes to-
wether .for a specific purpose; it
merely comes together. It 1s not
always a happy thought to bring

two parties 1movn !w in anger
into the same Often the
most. eemtrucnv: ullnl to do ls to
keep them from meeting until cir-
cumstances change.

The_fact r.h-t'uu manbrr s
tions have to meet.
strict ummnk h not of 1tself &
RuATAniee Of Def Sometimes 1if

there 18 no mm scheduled, mz
chief result i that there fa
{ight. It is sald that at least lhl
United States and Russia are de-
bating the great sfies of the day
bﬂnre the consclence of mnllnﬂ

t U. N. That is not quite

“The two are under no compulsion
to settle anything at these meet-
ings, or even to speak on the same
subjects. !n nsm. of content, Mar-
shall's speech and Vishinsky's had
very lll.dz to do with each Mh!f
Each side does m sporting. stalk of
the other at these meetings. m an

-Lmnrphm indeed much like IME
g contest, i

“warmongers.” & term
certalnly apply to all

e U. N. can be restored
its original function only by -u
e treaty between Russia and
e United States. It ls true there

leadér in the White Hou:

UNRRA didn't, -lzndy knw. he
p, but 50,000 TR W
primary  Suffered Di i

has been no wr bel
tions, But 1t woula be ver

1o have a peace treaty wid
war. We have

ditions in our time. Perhaps

gn
E?ﬁv

drop the one that says there has to
bo a war before the peace. Let us
consider that there has been &
stalemated war, and that we are
now writing lhtpnee

To do tuis, sides would have
ta  revise'  attitudes. We

of them do not care for  Come
muriam. That's hot news, tod:
But the whole point of the war-

d & unist one. That's
what made it 3o remarl
50 mising. The same kind of
ord between opposites is neces-
sary o & peace. That's

i wholly

and nr

will be his responsibility, too:

he cannot l\'nldlf.byb!ﬂ‘lmﬂn[h

work hard at some other

than the one which actually exists.
need 14 for A peace treaty

without & war, to revive the orige

inal functions al U. N.: the l]van-

native is. war inside the house of

: Only America Could Produce La Guardia

Immgm back noth..
uu Hoover's recent

Democrats once wrote his name on the
ballot—even though he was a Republica

me cests me 250.000 votes At

alene on the GOP ticket in Dewev’s
politles. . . desnite the name. La

tars CGeoree ard Tydines:
tle Flower In Georgla and Maryland,

yWas On Press Acent

his father was.
press.

Generat MncArlhur
e Department when
escort to Philinoine

La Guardia, .
sent otber l‘nembeni of his UNRRA par
1

he mmlrkrd

l!onv-r r!mlln!d % cansiant at the end as during
Congress when he used to jlbe at his “alleged” party
N

th
ents hed only given mé a different nnmr" mu-nm Florello.
everv rlerlmn ]
Desoite the name, it ‘was Plorello who carried Tom
first real nl\mn ints

granhad FDR after the nunsuccesful 1928 nuree
“Vou should have pl-nled a Lit-

‘|' A GUARDIA ran hix oublic relations like the bandmaster
“Its confidential™ he used to tell the
“Pon't mention my nime when you write it.*

& fire alarm during one political speech he warned:
Tet -nvnn- pull the fire alarm and get the crowd.to Tun nut *
Fiorelln flew  flag on hix car with one more star than
- He ralsed Caln with the State
they, wouldn't let him supblv a molinted
President Quezon.s “Those
pat_boys say Quezon rates below a Senator” complained g
While he visited Stalin two years ago, he

v PRr- i

TN his Inter veas
A ments. One wi

d s tele-
Bena-

L.a Guardia enne reolied

<*T'm too

A fire eneine” That

“Bon't

people anvmore.”
white~

man who with

his days

La ﬂlllrdll suffered !'n '!_l. dhlw-
his faflure to be m: o,

The other was FDR's refusal to make hl.m . hrlndkr

eral In rharge of ‘the [*alian’ Military Government.

velt had promised him the latter §

heart aet on It hut the brass hats inf
+ Asked whefher he wailld run far Governor of N“ “York

‘bekward.”

Roowey
Plorello had his

T never take a aten
tn run for President of the United States. he un-ru

bugv rurning New York City."
if he would run. for U. 8. Senator. he maid: “T'd run Ifke

was La Guardia’

And sometimes In Wllhlnmn he would

llllerv, lﬂeklnt duwn. ;lhl:‘lnt with envy: the debates of
teet delibera

But when asked

's greatest ambition.
d sit in the Senata

bedy—debates in Which he
telenhone La Guar-

Be d oceasion to
dia in New York. He was still the same old Hﬂ!tb,

mr‘ mlm-rv aide to Secretary of State Stm-  wwhen T've ot anvihing to say. I nv it mysel” he
nn. iInduced La to tack an amendment on the  ynnounced, firine hix press agert 'm too young to
. War Department a :kmb'.ll providing that “o MODEY  be Secretary of War” ne told reporters whn tnauired if he 'I.l nev!\* l1lum to participate,
should be exver salary of & military alde 0 ADY  wug entering the. Rooasvelt Cabinet. . . . "When 1 tadk aver veral weeks awo T ha
civillan member of tha 'hln!!- timson, who had & Weak  New Ynrk T fired the bad rommissioners.” La umr-ﬂ. once
spot for military folderol! nearly had a fit. Later we with= cracked st hix friend FDR, "In Washington they create  batt'inz. still comnlrining In that'soeaky voice of
the xmendment. new b Tor them.® .., And stationiie Emest Cuneo bealde “The place lsn't th

s same anvmore” he nu when T

pulling soent ks life even up to
ty to see Lenin's tomb. {he people,

uch mlt of Stalin_as they did out of Lenin*

Guardia's dislike of Herbert

8on of an Ttalian immigrant
Portugese Jewess, he was a man such as only
can produce. He waa & great American.
b;.dl lot emptier now that he has
road, i

asked him whv he didn't eome down to Wash!

“Samethine's  hapnene
wround the White House, Som
Tm worrled. Thare Just lant anybady out

too much timidity
the place.
for the

d.” There's
ething’y gone out of

was,the Jast conversation T had with La
all his grand-af

standing
the very end working for
bandmaster



