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Blow To North Carolina Justice

NORTH CAROLINA grand jury has

again bowed to the somber power of
local prejullice, and has usurped Its priv-
fleges to refuse to return a bill of indlet-
ment against a confessed conspirator in &
Iynch mob, and against a timid jaller who
willingly, and without threat of force,
placed a helpless prisoner In the hands bf
the mob.

For the second time within six weeks,
representative citizens of a North Carolina
county have acknowledged that mob ll:l!nn
is beyond the pale of our law.

‘The district sollcitor who futllely sought
an indictment in Northampton and in War-
ren Countles, and Governor Cherry, who
insisted that the full resources of the law
be to bring the to
justice, may be tempted to end the pro-
ceedings. Many cltizens would prefer that
the case be closed. The victim of the
would-be lynchers escaped, they will rea-
son: therefore let “the boys" go.

Apparently, only the agility of Buddy
Bush' In escaping from the hot-eyed con-
spirators has saved North Carolina from
an even greater blemish than the overt
negligence and complacency of two sets of
grand jurors.

The ways of North Carolina justice are
indeed strange. Bometime ago, in one
‘of the enlightened cities of the State, a bus

w'eekuur.-wmmmenmedtr,
fined another bus driver $15 for tossing =
dog off his vehicle. Last month, a con-
stable who gouged out a prisoner’s,

caped with a light fine and a mild repri-

How To Control The

RINGING the legal mind to bear on

the problem, Justice Robert H. Jack-
son of the United States Bupreme Court
acutely analyzes the chances of another
war and finds tHat our immediate future
rests In the hands of the hot-heads and
fumblers of the world, of which there is a
vast surplus.

His opinion Is offered in an answer of &
sort to the Soviet demand for a ban on
use of the atomic bomb. As a counter to
the Russian effort to outlaw the one big
new weapon which America possesses, Jus-
tice Jackson calls for a complete revision
of the rules'of war. He Is Interested par-
ticularly In measures to restrict the use of
airpower and obtain better treatment of
prisoners.

The main polnt in the discussion Is the
emphasis that Is placed on the regulation
instead df the prevention of war. Justice
Jackson says nothing about. disarmament
or the outlawing of war because It is obvi
ous to all thinking men that the Americans
and Russians are too mad and too blind to
give up l:zl: atom bombs and other weap-
ons. It should be obvious that there
is little or no chance to change the rules
to provide some -protection for civillan
populations and prisoners in the “push-
button™ war that Is being prepared by the
madmen.

Although he encourages no hope In pre-
‘vention of war, Justice Jackson is not ready
to admit that hostilitles are inevitable.
Despite outward appearances, circumstan-
tial evidence seems convincing that the

Taft To The Rescue

is always & pleasure to read a speech
or a statement by Benator Robert A.
Taft, the unblushing Republican conserva-
tive and isolationist who wants to be Presi-
dent In 1948. He has an unfalling palvete
and it is Interesting to note that the New
Dealish California alr, In which he cur-
,rently s moving to sound out sentiment
“and explain his Ideas, has not affected his
simplicity or his candor.
We are ‘with his

mand from the court, while another court
confined a less fortunate citizen to the
State Prison system for twelve months for
cutting the throat of a dog. This week, &
driver who figured in an accident that re-
sulted In the death of three Negroes ob-
tained his freedom with a $1.000 settlement
paid to the families of the victims.

These pecullar evaluations of the digfilty
of human life—and the Northampton in-
cident is only the most glaring example—
apparently work no great hardship except
upon the individuals concerned. An ex-
treme aberration of justice, such as that
which offera a canine more favorable status
in our courts than a human or which
writes off the death of three men at $333.33
a head, Is of little concern to the smug
citizen whose intercourse with the law is
limited to an oceaslonal parking ticket,

However, to the malcontents of soclety,
who have little resvect for the rights of
their fellowmen and evén less respect for
the laws designed to protect them, each
symbol of the failure of justice is but an-
;!.her open invitation to disregard of the

W,

No system of justice can work for a peo-
ple who have an unbalanced concept of
what justice entalls. No soclety 1s safe
when angry men can force their way into a
Jall and kidnap a prisoner without fear of

a8 In

County, or when angry crowds feel free to
march on a police station shouting “hang
the, police,” as happened Saturday in Nor-
wood. North Carolina is facing even dark-
er days If more of ‘Its citizens do not see
what contempt for ldw is dolng to them
and I.lul.r institutions.

Hotheads?

Boviet leaders want, at all hazards, to avold
actual war with the United States, at least
in the near future, he says.

‘That is small comfort, particularly in
view of the Justice's further observation
that In a world “so tense with competition
and struggles, a slight fumble on elther
side might provide the ‘incident’ that
would precipitate an unwanted war. And
1f history teaches us to have confidence in
anything, it is in the almost infinite ca-
pacity of statesmen to fumble.”

The Justice has here placed his finger
on the one point where -something con-
structive might be done to ease the world
tension and lessen the threat of war. If
we can’t have disarmament, or more up-
to-date rules of war or better relations be-
tween the United States shd Russia. at
least we can consider ways of putting muf-

light In  usine “careless, threatening or
boastful words.”

One practical suggestion along this line
came not dong ago In a news item from
Antarctica which nlﬂ that the leaders of
rival British and expeditions
there were meetine wnlhar to iron out all
differences amicably “as an example to the
world.” We have thoueht since that it
would be a wonderful thing it we could
route all our statesmen by way of the South
Pole to cool off before the next meeting
of the powers. A deep freeze might bene-
fit the boys no end.

.
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the vaem.men!-—nlrﬂcu]ul! the Hedenl
the

new flelds unm “finally wul

‘ One Side Or A Leg Off!

High Price Whodunit?

The Inflation Picture

JGRESSMEN, sniffing a prime 1048 campaign
issue, are scared of today's record high prices,
!lhll:h lﬂu' !e'n ﬂﬂ:lu of leveling off, So Con-

gress is going to investigate. But for once, none of
lm Ln'uunwrl is aulu mz what good will come
the probings. Th all agreed on three things,

may mean thelr fobs. The voters
thtew out” the. Dermocrats in 1948 because tnere

lcr any foreign program and per]
of the Government surplus and the Republi-
m' ux—mzual nllm
3. A foreign ald as the State De-
it s MVDCIHII( mll'hi mlla prices even
higher unless it s accompanied by some new Gov-
ernment, controls.
Congress dodsn't have to invul!nte to lurn r.hn:
prices are high. That fact screams
report, W

every market which has mdamly baenmc
dne news. : to Congressmen,

however, is the lerat the Increase: Com-
Y for two weeks hlvt been hoem!.nc

' and al
most everybody Goncerned pnamlnn ‘nat nu
end i3 not yet In sight. There has even been talk
of four-dollar wheat.

.

Ax.'momu all components of the cost of living

bave gone up, food, which hits the family bud-
and n anything else,

has more than doubled. Here are some key figures,
based on & 1935-39 average of 100:

Sept. 15, 1940 June 15, 1946 JunnlS 1947
Unllld States 732 1456
94

158 1997
supported the extension of price
having a good tim

absorb most private activity. Thus we
;ump to the destruction of individual free-
om.”

A typleal Taft exposition of an Involved
matter. Just as logical as his advice to
us-to eat less If wé can't pay the higher
prices that have come since he and other

statement in Los Angeles on totalitarian-
ism. As the Ohlo Senator rightly sald, to-
talitarianism versus freedom its the funda-
mental issue before the American people
mow. This threat does not come from the
economic disorder and the chaos that are
sweeping the world, as some people sup-
pose, but from Government In this coun-
try. lpceuluny the Democratic Adminis-

L!'l Eentbw Taft explain it: Our Fed-
eral, state and local taxes this year will
take “30 per cent of the people’s Income.”
This burden Increases the chance of busi-
ness fallures and this In turn will force

Anot.her Voice.

of nocked out OPA.
It is very clear the trend toward
“unlimited power” in"Washineton can vro-
duce a form of totalitarianism and that
Senator Taft Is the rieht man to put a stop
to it. Although he already has done much
to reverse that trend, the lssue still is a
matter for real concern, It would be a fine
thing If there were time for the Semator
to go on with this work In the way he
plans. It is too bad that we have to deal
with the other and more immediate threats
to our freedom ané security which arise
from war, inflation, world hunger, disease,
slumi conditions and many more problems
which are ignored In the Taft program.

Down The Hambui-g Gangplank

is easy to condemn the British for re-
turning 4.300 Jews of the “Exodus 1947
to Germany. It is even easler to denounce

All this is sickening brutality and there
few who will attempt either to defend
or to justify it. mwhole:ﬂmm
step by step, back to camps on German
soll—camps that have too much in com-
mon with the barbed wire enclosures of the
Naris—Is a revoiting thing. It goes against
all the best feelings of humanity.

But who are the ‘Americans to criticize
the British? We may not be beating Eu-
rope’s homeless Jews or directly forcing
them to land In Germany against their

5

might have given hope to millions by tak-
ing In thousands. We might have lit the
darkened lamp of the Statue of Liberty
again.

To date the United States has talked a

his stand just a mr_yy- ago. 2

There will never be a solution if we wait
anything.

¢ a Democnuc AdZ
s Congress tn the re-

Ounmcn are ready to -mp
arguing about who is to blame for high prices
and to start doing something to get them down.
But nobody knows what to do. Htr\! are possibilities
some of them are talking al
Price Hu some l\mDmL but not much.

Business is dead set against it and so are most of

larﬂuis Childs

Greece s Dire Need

NS, amc:
ﬂ‘ORTﬂ of t.x ovements in
the north, coup/®d with rumors

the city scur o water-
front. to by helr way out of the
country. id 50 gold sov-

.m‘m_u,sm 513 American money
at the legal rate—for an option
on a seat in a salling -vessel. They
agreed, if they took up the option,
to pay an additional 150 sovereigns.
This, mind you. for mersly a place
to sit in a small boat that would
prenmably mixe Turkey = EgypL.
15 is the measure of the fear
and uncertainty that hang like
cloud over troubled Greece. Its
estimated a blllion doliars of Greek
capll n safe haven al
and American ad_ direcior Dwight
Oriswold {rankly admits he’s not
sure any way ean be found to com-
pe e owners of the money to
Teturn it to Greece.
DEADLINE HANDICAP

deadline on June 30, 1948. Infosmed
Greeks know as well a3 do_the

rogram will be wound up Alter
Greeks keep telling '.h:mulvu 4t

can't possibly happen. ‘mos!
Americans feel that only khe small-
est beginnl have been made

By that time, ¥el the date of June
30, now only ume manuu away,

stares everyone In
Talking

‘about th dndlh\e and

what it means, a member of the

nidernission statf, with two_ years

bed th

a “bread-

line with guns” He was in a pessi-

mistic mood. It's more than that,

. But Am here and

at home should und the very

narrow limits of what is being un-
dertaken.

be spent or

uommlbwd be!m Jﬂnt 30 15 $350.-
145 and 1948,

misspent.
that it hzw;h; some improvement

in the health and well-being of
the Greeks. No argue,
however, spending $400,000,000
annually checked deterioration

nd - stal the nation back to
like a normpl existence.

l-ﬂt members of the price

Prices Down—A good many members feel

mn this s the best they can do short of legislation
—and they don't have any legislation in mind.

Increased Production—This would work If it were

increased enough, but in most lines is

e
This can happen only when the

Samuel Grafton

already at or near all-time highs.

Rationing and Allecation—This would require an
act of Congress and there is some doubt as tg how
effective it would be without price control. A good
many Congressmen are thinking about it and it has
plcked up Support in the last two weeks,

Credit Contrels—Congress voted last Summer to
end them effective In November. 50 it seems unlikely
that they would be reimposed. But some Congress-
men, even Republicans, are talking about it. There's
not much credit to control in the food business,
however, and that's where prices need to be at-
tacked most,

Ex; me Congfessmen want o reduce ex-
ports; others merely want to strengthen export
controls, There is considerable argument about how
much exports have eontributed to high prices any-

way.
‘Taxes—One argument holds that high taxes are
contributing to high prices inducing business and
farmers to withhold goods from the market in anti-
cipation of tax reduction. The other side says low-
ered taxes would iricrease the money fn rlr:u:lunn
and put more upward pressure on pric
Buyer Reslstance—If_ cnough buyers T enongh
resistance, they could fet prices down. So far, they
haven't had It, but there are signs that it is ine
creasing. Congressmen certainly hope so. It would
solve a lot of problems for them. g
Controls on Speculation—Senator Ralph E, Flan-
ders of Vermont, Republican, and Trving M. Ives
f New York, Republican, have called on commod-
ity markets to-curb speculation; the Government
Iacks authority.
o
T]-I'E big economic pressure groups that malntain
elaborate lobbles In Washington are resdy to
tell the Congressional investigators that prices are
too high and that somebody else is responsible,
but for once not' many of them are ready to tell
Congress what to do mbout it. The CTO has called
for voluntary price cuts by business; or If that
doesn’t work, then price controls on strategic com-
modities: or, a3 a Inst resort, re-establishment of
full price control and rationing with roli
back to OPA levels. The Parmers Union is also plug-
for a return to price control on key com-
m 3
On the other side, the Chamber of Commerce
says price control “would be the worst thing we
could do” and the National Grange agrees that It
wouldn't help any —Cengressional Quarterly.

Quote, Unquote

AN optimist 1s one who can decide that frankfurters
“Mare superior to beefsteak when beefsteak is §1
per pound.—Louisville Times.

Punitlve taxes are indefensible In any state
Excessive taxes on oleomargarine are no more justified
than would be a tax on black-eved peas to benefit the
growers of lima beans—San Antonio News,

Greeks thémselves

w of those With experi=
ence here, only a long-term

ment for three, four or mn years
can bring that about. t kind

broken by war and
tion, it's ridiculously small,
considerable part will go for
rebuilding roads and rest de-
stroyed dock facllities at Piracus.
will be useful

need, even the original road

ginning _ stages,
mall, highway and_raitroad
system s almost completely smash~

“Gi M'"""Lﬁ
. Who sees only the noisy
bustle of Athens That was said
reek who has lfved, and
lived herofcally, through the Greek
of the past twelve years.

e economy.
!lwd of Gpeece has been all
drained away, The American pro-
perhaps staunch the flow
and thereby stave off
The real need is for & lﬂ‘ of
major economic transfusions, and
they are htynnd the capacity of
the present aid program.

A Buyers' Strike

NEW YORK

T LOOKS NOW ds if thefe will

be some form of & buyers'
strike.

Senator Taft, even, who s not

exactly a ‘sans-culotte, tells us to

eat less food. 1 doubt If Lheu:l&n—

approvingly  without
tongue, and maiming it, perhaps
permanently, but what he 6uu~ms
is, In essence, a buyers"

If it comes, the buyers' ke
will oblain support at surprisingly
high'levels. There is no “pi Inr‘
jew Dealish (it is, in

ton which is the e most
favor in horsing our problems
around.

‘True, we once had weapons whilch
id

Government to -help farmers and
processors to meei cost increases,
where they occurred, with-
Wing general price upsurges.

those who

i frte, for we have, somehow, lost
our e Government,
and !hll'h L) tmdom too.

there 15 something like. an h,v!u-r-
feal, self-willed paralysis in the
stunned face which a Governmeént-
hating Government in Washington
turns today t0 A nation pleading
for action. g

Ahead mm Soomme the unkempt
the e buyers'

A :nhmm of about twenty months
AgO. jescribed what happened in
that mr as, follows:

“Retall prices were churning u
ward; t:l:nwa were ul.lm; for lu.

now 1o reproduce
the bitter atmosphere of those days,
There was an uproar when the
Army sold its surplus meat stocks
abroad; It was lah l?m they.
should have been sold at home to
bring prices down. ‘! natural
law or Do natural law, m-lm would

country, and G. Mc=
Adoo, 's of the
Treasury, had 1f photographe
£ meating piches ons hia broumerd;

nununmmn wn:mplaymm
tween
m!]llnn m were nul ct 'uk.

nrunupm..'m,..-u.--w-
re in the throes of one of the
Treatest Indoial, o e
had ever
S 7S
Remem| the comparatively
stable state we were fn
months ago, and noting how
condition haa since been maddied
and made uncertain, one has » res
volted feeling, ms before an act of

wllhlhebulimmﬂw'eﬂd.ﬂ
course,

Dre1w Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

Harry Truman gets away from “government by
cronies™ and acts nll his own, he usually rings the bell.
When hl -cu hastily "on the advice of cronies,” he frequently
gets his feet wet—and the natlon's, too. That is one deduc-
tion d.mm from the present woes of While House radio
adviser J, Leonard Relnsclr.
Last Spring, Reinsch, an -wuunz for a radio n-unn
lown by the Federal Com-

g
E
e
z

tion, found himself out of & job. The
White House had vlmd.nwn Wikrﬂ!ldl pame for reap-

Robert Jones,

Pear] Harbor.
Reinsch—notably ex-Speaker Sam Ray-
to do with .anel' appointment. But
realized

little of what was going
on. until able FCChalrman Charley Denny called at the White
House sometime later.

Trumln Wakes Up

Il Denny carried Broadcasting Magazine, mouth-
yla of the H' radio networks, announcing that he.
Denny, was resigrilng as ith White House

Tadio adviser Reinsch taking his place.
“T'm not planning to resign. Mr. President.” explained the
puzzled MCChairman, mnmﬂuuu'un u:

that it was all news to hi

ad o Intention of mun: i

seratched from' the list. The Wnite House is now reported
looking for & new radio adviser.

t No. 2: Traman realizes he did an Injustice to
Pccamml.momr Ray Wokefleld by replacing him with
Congre: Jones. Wakefleld, a ho has

: Truman, Without Cronies, Does Good Job

Most people don't realize It, but ane heslthy rat eats of

spolls around 100 ponnds of grain per. year. And while it

Ipossible to count the rat population, Tnterlor [b_m‘

experls estimate that rats are simost double the human popu=
bably totaling 230,000,000 in the

PAdE & Comsclentions career Qut f Government, was yanked
f the FOC ane day after Truman urged Princeton grads
to.make a career of Government, Consglence-stricken ,Truman
how plans to make Wakefield either & Federal judge in Call-
fornia_or a member of the Federal Power Commission—
probably the latter.

British Rationing
NGLAND is one country where the black market is kepl
at & minimum. And the higher-up the Britisher, the
more he leans over backward to obey Tationing

The other day in England, Charles Luckmian, wonder-
boy of American business Who heads the Lever Brothers soap
properties in the USA, was being entertained by Lord and
Lady Leverhulme at their castle. His visit over, Luckman
was packing his bags to leave for Boston when Lord Lever-
hulme eame into his room.

n the open sultcase, his Lordship noticed six cakes of
swan soap. made by the American brasch of Lever Brothers.
Luckm: rought the soap with him to England.

ek a4 Lord Leverboulme, half apologeticalls, I
suppose vou won't be needing that soap when you go back

o to America.

“Not at all” sald Luckman and. pleking up the six cakes,
he gaye them to tie head of the biggest soap company in
the world.

Lord Leverhulme had been 50 careful to observe rationing
that he refrained from spping a few bars of soap Into his
pocket when he left his own factory,

Our No. 1 Enemy

J T may sound hard Lo belleve. but the huge shortage of this
year's corn crop could be largely offset If the American
ple

were able to eliminate one factor In thelr economy-—

Entirely aside from the. disesse which nu spread from
privy to pantry, and the havoc they wreak upon the water=
fronts of American seaports. their effect upon Lhe food supply
of the United States Is almost beyond realization. Between
the tme a tarmer stores his com in the Pall and cleans ‘out
his corncrib in the Summer, rats may have eaten the dil-
farence between vrofit and loss wr the year. m addition,
they spoil as much corn as they es

If the food destroved by rats cuuld be -hlwed overseas,
this slone would about save Europe {rom Hta current danger
of starvation.

At present one Government agency, the Plsh & Wudiife
Service of &he Interior Department, is working on rat eradi=
cation. Handicapped by lack of funds, squecsed low by &

are

Congress
able to da lILLIa lpeyond ck:ullllnﬁ lnu~rlt propaganda.

Dllnathn war, the U. 8. Army, worki

Department® experts.’ developed & new rat pol
deadly it will wipe cut the rat population of & farm over-
night. However, It Is also deadly to other antmals, and for
that reason has not been put into general wse.

Government experts recommend red squill as the best
ml polson; also gas bumbped into rats' underground bur-
rows Rat traps uré too slow for the nmunc rodent, which
npmdum about ns fast as he can be U
Congress has now been purged of
rats -rur & Indy was frightened by one in the reading room
last year. Officials feared that ravenous rodents might
make & dietof historical documents and paintings. Search
of other Government. bulldings found no rats in the
House, though a few infested the White House
were in the halls of Congress,




