RITISH Socialiem 'haz’ been called on
XD to produce a miracle, no less, In reviv-
“Ing the British nation's Industry and ex-
‘port trade. The magnitude of the under-
faking, the odds agalnst It and the prog-
ress made to'date are some of the things
that have been obscured from the Ameri-
can public’s attention by the acrimonious
political debate over natipnalization and
the erisls created by England's dollar
shortage.

Natlonalization thus far hos not been’ ex-
tended beyond the Bank of England, com-
munications, alr transport and coal min-
inng. The full test of Soclallsm will not
begin untl] the first of next year, when the
electric power Industry and the transport-
ation system pass into publie ownership.
Hope [n the success of the venture isn't
greatly encoursged by the fact that the
British actually have made a substantial
revival In production in several important
lnes of Industry. The London Economist
estimates that the aggregale outout of the
whole community is from 10 ta 20 per cent
higher than it was In ]938. This hardly in-
dicates that Soclalism already s producing
sensational results, since B0 per cent of the
industry remains in private hands and
the most Important gains were made in In-
dustries that haven't been natlonallzed
For Instance, steel reached a record annual
rate of 132 milllon tons In June, 127 per
cent of the 1938 rate and 120 per cent of
the rate at the end of the war. a showing’
that may have had much to do with the
Government's recent decislon not to take
is Industry out of private hands.
Another disquleting factor In this report
on Increased production is that the gain

wis attained with a labor force that is only
1 to 2 per cent higher than in 1838, and
unemployment in Britain has virtually dis-
appeared, In other words, Britaln Is scrap=
ing the bottom of the barrel in its man-
power, and womanpower, reserves. It has
to establish oroduction records with a labor
foree that has increased only sliehtly In
ten vears. and at the same time has de-
teriorated in quality, since the present
workers Inciude a much higher percentage

of women and older men than in 1938,

‘The Soclalist roakis nroduction that will
raise exoorts 40 ner cent over the 1938 fig-
ure bv mid-1948. The onlv way Britain has
to fulfill that quota is through a’ further
«woeedup of A war-weary people on short
rations.

-This shortage of workers is one of the
war's tragie results and also is one of the
chief things that has cursed the Labor
Government's efforts to revive coal pro-
duetion. key to the whole “export or die™
prorram. Coal production in the first half
of this vear was still well below the 1938
figure, the number of workers was 715,000
as aeainst 782000 in 1938 and output per
manshift was under the 1932 figure.

In taking over the rallroads. Labor in-
herlts the same problems of manpower
shortage and obsolete equipment that
have defeated Soclallsm thus far In the
mines. The pawer plants, too, must be made
to cenerate well above their present ca-
pacity. More coal, power and transport in
n hurry are required to save England and
Soclalism, and it all must:be done by great-
er individual effort. It will indeed take the
soirit of Dunkerque to win this Battle of
Britain.

- Ominous Reports From Greece

! Fm. of the Greek Coalition Cabinet is

£ another jolt in a serles of disturbing
events calling the public's attention to the
fact that a final decision on more Amerl-
can assistance for Greece cannot be long
deferred. The question of military actlon,
calling for the sending of American troops
to the Mediterranean ‘storm center, has
become urgent.

The Internal pdlitical crisls. the Russian
threat, the deadlock in the United Natioms
Security Council and the growing menace
from Russla's Bglkan. satellites are not the
only things that are forcing America’s
hand. Greece Is not baly unable to main-
tain & stable Government. It also appears
to be losing control of the present milltary
situation, and quick measures may be re-
quired to stop the deterloratlon that is pro-
ceeding on all sides.

Guerrilla forces, now estimated at 20,000
armed men, are reported to be stronger,
better equipped and more skillfully direct-
od than before the Government started its
Spring offensives. Although the Greek
Army numbers about 120,000 men, almost
threesfourths of Ha manpawer Is occupled
In administrative and other dutles behind
the front lines.

At the very lemst, It appears thal the

United States must divert more of its $350
million Greek ald fund to military. equip-
ment, less to economic reconstruction.
Prospect that American manpower as well
as more equipment will be required before
long Is heightened by the shift In U. 8.
policy on the Balkan dispute between this
country and Russia In the Security Council.
_A clear Indication pf America’s Intention
to use troops If necessary to safeguard
Greece's indevendence is contalned In the
statement of Herschel V. Johnson, our
spokesman in the Security Council. We
hive served notice on the Council that if
it cannol stop Albania, Yuegoslavia and
Bulgaria from supporting the Greek guer-
rillas, we will carry the fight before the
full UN Assembly. If the Assembly is un-
able to deal with the emergency, then the
United States Iz ready to proceed with
“like-minded states” mecting aggression
with force.

Viewed from every angle, there Is no
course open to the United States other
than deeper Involvement In the Greek
tragedy. The only alternative is to let
Greece fall to the guerrillas, and that can-
not even "be considered, for the loss of
Greek Independence would abandon the
Middle East Russia ‘and deal & ﬂ!ll.h
blow to the United Nations.

Food For Europe And Prices

PIRALING food prices In this country

may serve to stimulate sentiment
agalnst sending more shipments.of Ameri-
can foodstuffs abroad to keep our Allies
from starving. However, the effect of these
exports on American prices seems to be
slight. Dr. John D. Black, farm economist
of Harvard University, Is authority for the
statement. that although this country sent
18 million tons of foodstuffs to Europe last
year, these exports constitute only 5 per
eent of Ameriea’s food supply.

The export factor is even smaller than
the 5 per cent figure indicates, since the
exports have consisted chlefly of wheat
and we now are harvesting the greatest
wheat crop in history.

Alth the United States shipped one
third of its wheat production abroad last
year, we exported only 2 per cent of our
meat. Administration experts say that our
{food exports are just about “normal”, mak-
ing up about a quarter of all our exports,
the same as they did in 1029,

In an article In Collier’s magazine, Lester
Velle calls attention Lo the one factor that
s chiefly responsible for the food price
hike. Sixty milllon employed Americans
and their familles are eating 26 per cent
‘more beel iper person) and 21 per eent
more pork than before the war. They are

_ Another Voice

One Hour

average man—who is not the last

the table or the first one up from it—

‘may spend an hour and a half per day that

r—or enough hours to make 23 24-hour

days per year spent In eating. That's good
lor him, if he doesn’t overdo It.

‘l‘he nrln man who shaves daily will

Illlnﬂ-\u in the mirror and re-

consuming 28 per cent more chicken,’ 20
per cent more milk and cheese, 30 per cent
more oranges and lemons, four times as
much canned julces and vegetables, and 30
per cent more coffee,

The issue of food for Europe seems likely
to figure in the approaching polltical cam-
paien and in the next session of Congress.
Reduction In the size of the expected eorn
erop as the result of Soring floods and
Summer drought ralses the prospect that
wheat may have to be diverted to feed live-
stock, leaving Jess for export. Reublicans
may increase their fire on relief supplies
for Europe In & counteroffensive against
the Democratic charge that the killing of
OPA brought the price hike.

If a larger movement to serlously curtall
food shipments abroad does develop, It may
have unfortunate consequences in two
ways. The evidence now s that these ex-
ports provide an Important prop to our
present economy without depriving the
well-fed Americafis of the things they want
or need. Continuation of the shipments is
required to sustaln the populations in
those eountries whose suppgrt the United
States must have for the success of its for-
elgn policy and the canse of world recov-
ery. Interference with this rellef effort
thus would weaken our hand ‘abroad and
adversely affect our domestic situation.

Per Week?

pleasures of recreation, working or feeding
the inner man, or Improving his mind: and
the average man, &3 we say, practices them
asstduously. They constitute the invest-
ment of maybe 99 9-10 of his time. But
when the church bells ring or the doors
open of a Sunday (there’s only one Sunday
in & week) what a noble contribution we
regard ourselves as making if perchance
we see 1it to spend one hour there —Naih-
ville Banner.

Downhearted? All we have to fear is

Hank Wallace's Century of Fear.
‘The theft ut Hil.ler’t pants, on exhibition
‘ported. Now to keep & sharp

- in Norway, is re|
eye out for the political lu!wmenl. ftrying

~ them on for size.

Peoele’s Platform

Bundle From Heaven -

Record Backs Cab Drivers

CHARLOTTE

Editors. The NEWS:
THE public may”say that a bit dog always' barks,
but it fs high time someone went to bat for us cnd
drivers, Tt seems thal thers are some fr m“
believe we were all born criminals. They w
forget that we were all created equal in the mh: of
God.

As American citizens we reserve the right to
chaose our own profession as fong as it s within the
laws of our cnum.r), state, and city, Surely rvzr_y-

little child to call attention of the people and king
alfke to the state of the king's undress. In the fairy
tale. the king without more ado rol 1t
In private dealings. extortion and blackmail are
frowned upon. In State Departments, they remain
the ne plus ultra. I don't like for our State Depart-
ment ta be like that T hope that Cuba's cry will be
heard by the rest of the world, and will be echoed
and re-echoed untll we are wade to hear, and do. I
rhould like to see all the rations of the world, in-
cluding Greece. get full political and economic tnde-
n . T suspect that, at such a time, our State
Department’s “JWhat

one must kno this rime that we are not st a revoliing development this
whale, but Individualls, checked and Aol checked e wond Put A Durante to shame
v our very adecunte police force for past records of —A. E. BASSETT.
ature. We dlsoiay ot all times proof of pur
entity and record for the benefit of the public. Yet
we daal with people in all protessions day by dav  How Hot In Charlotte?
without fuch proof and tnink nothing of it. Stll we o
Sre. Ao Editors. T New
Driving the streets of our progressive city s our

means of livelinnod. Driving with and for hundreds
of other drivers under all kinds of conditions day and
night, yst there are some few mho expect us to be

§ there Is considerable skepticism as to he cor-

£ It is supgested that f

X rect temperature,
spirited comnany erect a
mately flve feet long on the Independence Bullding.

blic-
thermometer. ADDTOXI-

i & rf Ll
o B e M pertéct miok Sved e iy Interesting device should be eq
angels in 1ron eap on op. in orevent.the mercury from Over-
make mistakes, just as every other Mman  flowing Iis advertising valie would be excelient.

does. But the difference is that our mistakes are
made in publlc view while the man in the oifice
makes nis behi

n the ead let za sa that the publlc doesi't have
1o ‘befleve. everyt at some pen-happy penman
mav write. Our pnun- force keeps a record of every
accldent. large and small also records of all traffie
wiolations. records dont lte. Check for
yourself truth

—JAMES E. WALLS.

‘Living In The Pas’
. ‘ CHARLOTTE
Editors. THE News:
HY, why, why do tha good neople of the South
nersist in fighting the “War Between the
States?™ Rex Thomas' article in Twe News. head-
lined—“War Between States Still Costs South Over
43,000 000 n Year™ ean serve onlv one purpose. Lthat of
keening alive the embers of hatred some B2 years old

now.

War s hell. and believe me 83000000 Is just
pe;nuu enmpnm to what the Iast war i costin,

Doesn't m more sensible to live in the
nmrne In an - empt to rrevent futire catastrophe?
Or are we to continue living in the past?

We reoresent the ereatest country on earth and
T believe 1t 1= the dutv of every staunch Americ:
to live, up to the words—the United States of

—MRS. E A. CARTER.

Cuba’s Cry Against America
CHARLOTTE
Fattors, Ter Nows:
lT WOULD seem from the headlines that Cuba,
after some 40-0dd years, has grown weary of he
American State Dpurlnrnl‘i way of doing business;
thls is well . Not that Uncle Sam | pay any atten-
tion to Hitle Cuba’s tations; but the rest of
the world, feeling with Cuba th pinching of the boot,
will pay heed
Like in the falry tale

Tt took only the veice of &

Drew Pearson’s

-

—"HOT AND BOTHERED.”

One Way To Handle Germans
- CHARLOTTE
Editors. THE News:
URING the destruction of the Lvov Ghetto little
children were given to the German youth or-
ganizations who used them as living human targets
At other provinces various methods wi
Living men and women were turned into statues
of loghe Gernian gl
Du: inter In Norway many were forced to
the groand, Men Sprayed with water which quickly
froze_resulting In sagonizing death,
‘The League of Nations as championed by Wood-
row Wilon In his battle for “New Freedom™ was
killed by reactlonaries. 1f the democraéles make A
0 of UN and establish & world police force, Germany
can be handled. %
The German loves war, death, chaos, ete,  +
~J. M. SHIELDS.

The People’s Platform Is available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications

should be less than typeicrittey if
possible, and on only one side the paper.
1 and obscenity will be deleted—otherwise

anything goes. Each letter must be signed al-
though, in exceptional cases and upon

we -rm‘ withhold the writer's name.—E uvm
Tox Nrws,

Senator Soaper Says:

.\ hit n]Ay tn )(mcw mnu a poor .'unmcm

* Life In Some! et Union |

A Planned Gouge

economy”; otherwise.
changes would hardly have been
necessary.

But In general Stalin could say:
*It happened that way because we

prices without relation to produe-
tion or distribution costs. It can
change wage rates without re-
lation either to labor produ:l.mu
o to supply and demand for
power
The popular e.rplmunn for the
decree Is thaf it was neces-
3 1946 drought In the

. eary.
. i contested by some of
the forelgn agricultural spectalists
-in Moscow who hold that blmper
€rops in other parts of the USSR,
offset the drought's effects.
THREE PURPOSES
They have to judge the decree’s

purposes by Iis effects. for the de- .

cree itself nas never been made
public. They deduce on that basis
that it had three purposes:

1. To soak up the people’s war-
time savings so-ihat the Gavern-
ment might use them for capital
Investment In heavy indusiry re-
quired by Stalin's latest five-year
p:m

drive men and women out
nf thelr :uu and offices into fac-
tory jobs

3 o reduce food consumption
during the winter and bLulld up
the Government's grain stocks.

The latter, it Is furthe= deduced,
are being built up either as strate-
§lc reserves or 1o provide stocks

for  political  exports—such  an
Balins. tentative offer of wheat
and oonmmn next winter—
Or A5 & against tive
ot gainst prospec
BLOW AT RATIONING

It was the derationing angle that
Was Wﬂm in the brief an-
nouncement of th
by all Boviet newspa
terse summary of the decree’s ma-
Jor was_pre by &
:I-l-rmml'l.!ul 1t was Lisued “with

about con-

dlunm or & abolition of the ration-

resumed during the war)
in 147 mﬂ introducing a stngle
price system
The announcemient warried the
Soviel -public that “a certaln in-
woul

mmu:
suit

Tation e
from the decree. The warning

fres!
g) nuulz 182; bacon, 104, and

‘l'br nn'm!! cost of the basie
rations had jumped overnight 182

families as much ax
“Commercial”  store
been reduced as a step Loward an
eventual “single price system,” bul
were silll three o eight, times “ra-
tion” store prices,
GHRUMBLERS

There had been no public dis-
cussion of these projected changes
In advance of the decree’s issu-
ance. Yet the ordinary Rusaian
seems 0 find no fault with the
Government's met e grum-
bles only over the effects of the
decree, Which reflects his leaders'
attitude toward him. They had o
choose between the immediats
needs of the Soviet emmnry aod
the long-r the Com-
munist party, and mn- chose the
latter,

Joseph & Stewcart Alsop

A Case

WASHINGTON

P you want & case history of what

i wrong with the Amermn gov-
ernment, consider the

. Maritime Commission and

wastebasket, in
the smooth lobbyists who infest Its
corridors,

On Aug 15, the Markime Com-
mission’s. genial bemired chairman,
Admiral W, W, “Poko” Smith, sent

ships_were o be canceled as of
Aug. 31. Charterers of Government
vessels were to be allowed 1o carry
on, subject to condittions to be an-
nounced Iater. The maln condition
Wis L0 De an Increase in the charter
— the rate which private ship-
pers pay to the Government for the
y, Victory, and other ships

« which they operate.

The intention was to force many
of the chariered ships off the seas,
and thus increase freight mates.
Shipping rates began Lo slump this
Spring, and have gone well below
thelr highest levels, Some shippers
have teen, Indeed, operating
at o loss. Bui Lhis has been
largely a paper loss. Under the
Marime Commission contract with
the shippers, the U. 5. Govern.
ment has in effect been underwrit-
ing 0 per gert of aoy operating lass
- most
l.nn'.s l:\ruru.n.

shipping companies
luve nu: tn]aytd the new low rates,
Jhr. nruwem n: the Na-
Y.h n Ship-
Deta forcbly bmuam 5is fact homme
1o Smith and the other spavined po-
litical hacks who now compose the
time Commission. The result
was the Aug. 15 telegram,
was ﬂew-uhed withoul consulting
sy palicr-mak ican official.

policy is con.
lzrued the ‘move would have an
effect. The

d $30.000 b
ﬂ:mmm-: Rllsall of muﬂ! Il he disliked Russia nr~
way, the 30 grand was velv

That attentive reader of r:nur:hnl- dollar-a-word
memolrs, whose mouth moves as he reads, would be
the Income-tax man, counting,

ton is of course committed to a
battle agains: inflation. But its um-

spending of the western Eu-

History

Topean countries goes paying
for the lhlﬂntllu whid: clrnn what '
they must buy here lo home ports.
Before the rate slump, for enmplz,
of every $20 which the ‘Prench or
Italians paid for the cuperuq\y
neede An average of 312 went

or the un-l ac the
ocean. The i ion of Lransport
:h-r:r- on wheat lnd ot bulk
wis not much less Thig
hardly surprising that un-
oificial bot mares e exceedingly
plaintive cries were
instantly emitted hy he
French and tish to Ameries

nd the Bris
Fepresentstives in Paris and Londol
CHAOS REIGNS
Another sufferer from the
woum certainly have been the u.rn-
Commission itself.

\rxy like chaos alresdy reigns IE
the_comi

The business of canceling an
issuing mmu muﬂ have m-n.
the camos c

Consider tass lmry and you will
observe thal the case history con-"
tains every element which prevents
American ' governmental mvmmr.

First, there 15

and Captain Granville Conway, the
commission was & model of elfi-
Ciency. President Truman actually
pr to name Conway chalrman
in succeasion to Land. But the party
chietains, with thelr Incessan
ciamor for pork and Dluunlnz,
changed | his mind. The result is the
vremn ody.
topatronage, add special

Tespectithe Whote n more,
i there were any ev.dence tha: th
had

4 natdying the policy-makers. Such
nts of our difficulties,

llau FPROVED?
reason o belleve that
Smith and his colleagues have naw
been badgered and beaten into re-
versing their stand. This presum.
ably proves the rule that we always
save ourselves in the end. Tt would
however, to begin a

cheape:
little sooner.

Merry-Go-Round *

By ROBERT §. ALLEN
{For Drew Pearson)
WASHINGTON
E U. 8. Bureau of Mines will shortly lssue a report on
Tﬂm July 24 mine disaster at West Prankford. IlL. that
will leave John L. Lewis dangling on one of the shakiest
limbs of his turbulent career. ey i
seven conl minere were Kil this tragedy.
r.\.il'ﬂ". mas explosion.  Howlird Lewls, brother of John
L. is superintendent of thls mine.
Indiarapolis when the disaster oecurred, ane
Frankford where-he Immediately went into 2 huddle with
his brother and United Mine Worker and State officials
But. desolte Lewls' searing denunciation of the enifiec
tralla, T, mine disaster s “mass m he
strangely placatory concerning this one
Out of the huddie came a public pronouncement that
the tragedy was “an act of God.”
UMW moguls and State n!nd-h went 1o great lengths o
whitewash t'r;:udmu Harold Walker nr m:
Tilinols State Mining Board Jaimed that, “nothing coul

procl
have prevented the explasion. ¥ Hugh White, Illinols UMW
president and s top Lewis lieutenant, @rated, "There will
always be & few explosions m-: rould not be prevented.
You can't legislate mine safety.
‘The Bureau of Mines' teport will tell an entirely dif-

!"!!ll. story

It will declare the alu:ur could have been lwrhd had

fety measures been taken.

NOTE: ‘Tw0 Ni,.uy joTtinent facts the report will not

g0 into are= that ‘the unsafe conditions that led to the e
plosion still largely prevall in the mine since its reopening:
and that under both the new UMW contract with the coal
operators and the Taft-Hartley Iaw. Lewis could clost down
the mine because It s unsafe. The Taft-Hartley Aet specifi-
cally suthorizes the union to pull its members out of & mine
on that ground

Love Feast

PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S bestowal of the Medal of Merit
on White House Secretary David K. Niles was a two-
fold sentiment event. Niles = the Tast of the Roosevelt saft
still on {he White House pay roll, and the decorating erre-
mony afforded the genlal bachelor the opportunity to do
some free-handed kissing.

At the President’s invitation. a number of women were
present. Among them were Civil Service Commissioner
mncu Perkins, former Secretary of Labor; Preda Kish-

The Natlon: Kelley, one-tme
Helen Alman Census Bureau personnel
;M capnnled-xwmmm
IMMHDlrIdBlullmlﬂ‘oluu Property Cus-

.um- the President pinned the decoration on Niles, 1o
the great amusement of the former; Niles started 'bu-l.lx
the assem| dies. There was much hilarity, but none of

the ladies refused. rlrlxdlﬂ‘luuammd “This is what
you might call reverse French, French always kiss the
mhmtﬂ-!m-uon.mlnumwmhlmm

Legion Battle .
Tealvi

veteran

WPA au!:u

Leglon convention opening In New ani
wmnanlm behind-the-scenes battle over
mm‘-mmummuuumymmhmmm

: John L.s ‘Negligence’ Charge Backfires

with the rank-and-file, The commiltee i charged with
being dominated by real estate interests. and failing to
procure OI housing legislation from Congress.

“This rank-and-file rnnmrnt nlready manifested
itself in & series of angry atate crackdowns. It is unknown
outside of Legion circles, but tlx state organizations rejected
the committee's recommendations. and endorsed the Taft-

Ellendér-Wagner Housing Bill, which was vigorously opposed
Iast by the. committee and the real estate
Iobby, The revolting states were

‘New Hamoshire, Vermont,
Magsachusetts, Maryland, Pennsylvania and South Carolina,
In Pennsyivanla, the Leglonnaires
at the commlme rlwdl-r pleas by National
Griffith and Sena! Martin,
by Walter Alunuﬂ:rvnl executive director of the mce:pm.
Housing pgthority.

Interesting Omission
Congressiorial Directory, with self-penned h‘un-pnl—
cal sketches of members of Congrets. is published twice
y!lr!l mhmmmm.mmm-un;nhm
In the January, 1947, Nebraska’s Senator Ken-
neth Wherry detailed at mm.n his
professional activities.
only undertaker
Iumed embalmer and lmd director for twen!
ebmu. Kansas, Towa

|he nlihlk:lémulﬂi! lnlnnnll.hm,wbﬂ'l
mlub Jpotstots by various commentatars,
colleagues and. mnmm Democratic critics. The latter
mlmﬂ!mmrﬂmulﬂl ¢ “Merry Wor.

The Iatest mmmm-wm':m
these elements no further cause for derision. Wherry
all mention of his Iinterests. SraTa
X i



