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'EFORE the drys of Mecklenburg Coun-
; B ty become t00 involved in the struggle
over Bunday beer dales, they are invited to
reread Burke Davis's story on alcoholism
. which appeared in THI News August 13
{'It1s one that should not have escaped
their attention, for It offers more hope for
the cause of true temperance than any-
 thing that has.yet appeared.

It will be a distressing slzn if the @
coptinue to show more interest in the Sun
. day beer question than they do in the
| port that two Charlotteans have teturned
* frém the Yale School of Aleohol Studi
© with plans to lead the community in an
| organized fight on the drink exil  The

chief thing they learned at the Yale School

was that “aleoholism is actually a disease
. and they eame home with hope that Cha
Jotte eitizens conld be induced to establisk

an Information center tn educate the pub- .

* lic on this subject, and also to establish fa-
cilitles for treatment.

This movement gives Charlottr an op-

portunity to make a broad and mntelicent
attack on the liquor problem at the time
when it is {nitiating its experiment ih bot-
ter control with the ABC stores  The &

gestion has been made that some of
ABC profits sWght well-be devoted tn
purpose of reducing the number af
holics n this area. The ldea 1s worth o
‘midering but nothing ran be done alor
that line until the extent of the profits *
and the needs to be met are determined

Meanwhile, the main responsibility rests

on the entire community to inrerest itself
In this work, It is obvious that no great
good will be accomplished unless more
leaders in the churches, the WCTU, the
fesstons and other lines volunteer for
ce to help the alcoholick

T.‘nu the need for such eivic enterprise
{s pressing can hardly be disputed in the
light of our experience under prohibition
and in the face of figures showing that our
e convictidg some 10,000 per-
ar of public drunkenness. Th
re three groups of  Aleoho

larger than the per-
presented by the
ortunity exists tn
an attark on the

as well as impro¥ing
tone of the commu-
coholics 18 just the
+ ealighiened'and ef-
question.

r moral and soc
The work 1

\l»nmr{'nul is able
n the third and

wen
tely excapt through education and

research  The impetus far that program
must came from the public-spirited citi-
zens

‘bedth On The Charlotte Streets

Wmu: the Cify Government has heen
going rather leisurely about the bust-
ness of dealing with Charlotte’s traffic
problem jour goofy drivers have been xill-
ing citizens at an unprecedented rate
The police here attribute Charlotte’
enviable record in part.to several
usual” accidents but all traffic authoritiés
and all studies of the subject agree that
the “usual” factors are.the ones which ac-
count for terrifying accident records.
Experfence has shown that the only ef-
fective way to bring down the accident
Fate 18 1o spot the conditions and hazards
that figure in most accidents, and then
take adequate steps to correct them. An il-
Justration of this point may be found in
the statisties showing that during the first
six months of this year. 371 persons wern
killed and 2900 were tAjured in 5253 tral-
fie accidents on North Caroljna streets and
highways. This represented a deccease of
24 per cent In fatalities over the same
. pariod last year. However, Charlotte led all
the cities and towns In the state fn number
of fatalitles for the first six months of the
yﬂr with thirteen traffic deaths.
Dne of the larger elements In the state’s
. better showing was a decrease of about
ane-fourth In highway fatalitles over the
. same period last year. That may be credit-
ed In considerable measure to the educa-
tion program of the Highway Safety Divi-

un-
“un=

stricter enlorcement by 3 more
s Highway Patrol In contrast,

son and
nume

® Charintte almost doubled the number of its

ffic fatalities over last year, and it had
o rducation program and no adequate
proviston for traffic supervision

The City is about Lo engage the services
of a fraffic engineer who may or may not
bring the changes that are required to
make life safe on Charlotte’s streets. We
may need a separate tralfic bureau, safety
schools, safety cars, drivers’ tests, special
training for traffic officers, high school
driver training, records and spot maps
which will Ineate the danger points and
apply the remedies where they are most
needed. These are some af the thingx
which have bern introduced (n other citles
and states, and brought a swift drop in the
accident and death rate

Meanwhile ®e must depend on a Police
Department that apparently is overtaxed
in An efort to cope with all its duties, in-
cluding traffic law enforrement. Tt will be
weeks and perhaps longer before the new
traffic ehgineer goes to werk. It 1s uncer-
tatn just what results he will achleve and
the guestion arises whether the program
rontemplated for him 1s suffictently am-
bitious.

There s, however, no questign that
something must be done immediately to
Increass the effectiveness of traffic con-
trol while we are waiting for the engineer.

Behind The Soviet Illusion "

EP.-ALVIN EDWARD O'KONBKI, the

humorous and somewhat eccentric Re-
publican from Wisconsin, was grected with
derlslon in some quarters, and alarm in
others, when he made his recent suggea-
tion of the wise way to handle the Russian
problem.

“Perhaps the hest solution for Exrope is
15 Jet tt g0 Communistic—and get 1ta belly
full of 1. sald Mr O'Konski

‘The more we read Paul W Ward's series
of articles now rupming on this page of
Tur News, the more we are [nclined tn
think that Rep. O'Konski has something
It lan't desirable or even possible to fol-
low the OKonskl advice at this moment.
bit It Is clear from Mr. Ward's report on
“Life In The Soviet Union” that the sirast

f gpuarantee of Communism’s failure les in
the Soviet system itself

‘These reports, prepared on the scene by
an objective, analytical American
spondent who attended the Moscow Con-
ference of Forelgn Ministers, show that

- most of Russia’s vaunted social gains are
cruel illusions and that the Russian

corte

‘Anather Voice

masses themselves have thetr bellies full of
this system. They constitute impressive
ence that the Marxist genius ls con-
fined largely to the field of organizing
chans and foreing people to accept depriva-
tion and misery

The articles by the distinguished corre-
spondent of the Balttmore Sun are an im-
portant contribution tn a better under-
what sort of a challenge we
Russia. They show its strength
its weaknesses.  Although they
demonstrate that the Saviet has been un-
able tn nffer the people  anything  that
enmpares with the privileges and comlorts
provided under the American svstem, they
do not discount the fact that Russia pos-
sesses a formidable weapon in its capacity
to rule in a state of erisls

In thus direct mL fresh attention to the
prespect that Soviet aggrandizement will
g as rrisis conditions pre-
ihe Ward report stresses the urgent

need

faster act along the line of
reconstruction which will eliminate the
one ground where Communism seems cap-
able of competing with democracy.

Georgia Moves Forward

one encouraging aspeet of still re-
current outhreaks of race oppression
in the deep South is that they are at last
in one way or another. producing a healthy
. reaction towardl amelioration. In the past
they were folded into a dark fog of bicotry
as something nobody rould or wenld be
allowed to do apything about. Now we
find more and more just and liberal-mind-
ed people in the South itself determined to
. stamp out the spread of these #vil marsh
fires. The latest example comes from Geor-
" gla, where the Btate Board of Corrections
| 'has just abolished its highway convict camp
¢ isystem,

.On July 11, near Brunswick, Ga. eight
Negro eonvicts were shot to death by camp
guards in what was described as an escape
pt. As was expected, a Superior
e Grand Jury exonerated the warden

d five guards as “justified in their ac-

Mb-nhrmuzlmkhmncmp
pg to work but because they

frared to renter a spake-infested  ditch.
They were not bent on esgape.  County
policemen present at the camp refused the
warden’s arder to open fire, but the guards
emptied their - The Board of
Corrections prom; to close the
Inet twn mest nojsome of these man-traps

This at least shows progress, though nat
as much as the rest of the nation would
ilke Lo see. Grorgin abandoned her noto-
riéus chain-gangs four years ago, but she
still retains her erghty-nine county-cor
trolled convict labor camps. the most an-
tiquated penal system In the United States,
dating clear back to 1843 Yet it is Inter-
esting to speculate on what might have
happened had the usurping Governor, Her-
man Talmadge, still been in office—prob-
ably nothing. The iafluence of the new
‘Governor, Melvin Thompson, is milder and
more advanced. Ewen the exonerating

Glynn County Grand Jury was shamed into-

A recommendation to close its vicious home-
‘grown camp. So in Georgia, as In the rest
of the ‘South, the area of enlightenment
perceptibly spreads and “freedom slowly
broadens down from precedent to prece-
dent."—New York Times,

thereby rASINE OUT -

‘Warm, Isn’t It?
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Since the twn recent fatal accidents caused by
persons coming in comtact with electric fences sev-
#ral autharities have hesn fuoted i the newspar
In the effect that an electric fencs ic 8 menace tn
human life. Tt has been suegested fts use be forbid.
den; another tnstance in which the publie fv giien
the wrong fmpression.  Some of these apinions were
examples of talking out of school or “aoing e the
undertaker for legal advice” The electric
properly connected to an nnn:mm tenés charger i
nnt dangernus to man or heast
Ttcrs sipe. an ol baraer. e the. §
tomaTie, which are Mil—clectricas. apoaks
ticallv the same thing in electrical princtple
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Attitudes Of Churchmen
CHARLOTTE
N Mondag's editanial tn THr News, “Political Tdeas
In The Church.” the e T was a bit restrained
in his reference tn eartain-attitudes as being (ehuekle)
The electric cooking ranee in the kitchen o ‘basic discrepancies (n the thinking” of certain
thousands of homes, which i3 eastly accessible 0 rhurenmen But T like the wav he referred to them

children, is a potential hazard If no, thought 1 given as “rhurchmen * instrad of Christians.
ta pafety requirements when connecting it to the elece “atritudes” reject on general prineciple

trle supply efreuit AL manner of electrical even the mildest sugaestions of soctal reform, because
ete. that mavhe the Russtanis have already got ft
rupple system . —A. E. BASSETT.
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Puzzle In

This fs anoiher of Paul W.
Ward's articles in (he series,
“Lite In The Saviet Unlon.” re-
printed from The Baltimors
Sun.

By PAUL W. WARD
NE of the wonders of the Soviet
Unlon is its medicine, and the
‘most wonderful thing about it is
the low mortality rates which, ac-
cording to Kremlinites' boasts, it
uces. They seem Incredible to
the visiting American who con-
trasts medical and surgical pro-
Moscow with those In
land.

The first thing he finds ls that

Russian health  offic! do not
*have the same respect for germs
as thelr American counterparts

Asepels in & Mascow hospital Is leas
' product of hyglenic consciouaness
than of bureaucrary.

Whatever the writers of regula-
tions have  thought . to order In
obeyed rigidly. But if they have
forgotten specifically to forbid pro-
cedures which run counter to the
purpose of their orders. those
things. too, are done. Thus, in an
operating room the floor s kept
serubbed  with distnfectants, But
the scrubbing — done by old wom-
en In ragged street clothes — goes
forward while pallents are on the
table under the knife.

STRANGE SCENE

Moreover, the atiending surgeon
waars rubber gloves in nun:dnm
i the rules But
kely. she does not Tedtiate o
pause 1o md-operation and—still
weering the Rloves—shake hands
with members of the hospital staff
who. in street clathes. pass in and
f the Operating room s door
stays open not enly to such human
traffic but also to that of the flies
that cluster on mr celltng above
*he noeeRtNE ta
suen rnpnaum eonaurt.
g 1o an American haspital sy-
pe nt, s oot the only ¢
Feover. hek makes tne statl
Af Souiet medictie nard to
The thnriages of supplies

terri-

al

believe

_ pment in even the bes
o imaiations also. contrioute
anubs

Tne Centralnaya  Polyklinlka’,

M_a_rquis l;]lif!ls

High Pric

WASHINGTON

EFORE you make your stew. you
first catch your Tabbit
18 an ancient bit of advice
politicians ton nften conven-
tently tgnare

with » great fanfare of pub-
seity,  Attorney General
Clark has announced a rlmml‘ﬂ
of eriminal. prosecution Rinst
those who conspire to increase the
price of food, elothing and shelter.
He has captured the headlines but
ahether ne will capture snything
more whstantial s a question

Clark in particular has & nabit
nt advertising hia stew before he
Ras even begun to chase the rabbit
through the tall grass. He makes
many speeches and s frequently
D!\uloﬂhphl‘d dolng  conspicuous
reds. In cynical Washington
the commen explanation for this
behavior Is that Glark wants to be
the Vice-Presiden! ndidate on
the Democratic ticket next year.
MOREZJAILS NEEDED

One can wish the Attorney Gen-
eral the best luck in the world in
his drive on profiteers, Certalnly
relief from h ces s what
mosl AMEricAns want above every-
thing else. But if he ls going to
put everyone in Jail who helped o
force prices up. we Ars going to
need a lof more | i

What is more. Clark looks
around suddenly at a Cabinet meet-
ing he is likely o find a culprit
or two within arm's length  Two
Ihndlm'nh\ !h'oh of the ['hmun

should be less than 300 rords, mmmﬂm 4r
possidle, and on only ome side of the

Lihel and ohscenity il be deleted—otheriiz
mxufhmp poes Each letter must be signed al-
though. tn excepttonal cases and upon reguest,
we will withhold the writer's name —Edior
Tur News,

When tn doubt
trical inspertor  He
edce nf eleetrical safety and will give unhia
vice on haw slsctrical’ devices, wirtng and an
n alled and used to obtaln th

consuit the

v This is a valuable public serv
T the G 1nd County Governments
=W, M. SULLIVAN.

ice afforded

Senator Soaper Say:

F new unlon demands are met. a milkman in Chicagn
rould make up to §20000 a year We thourht that
portal-ta-portal stutf was out

Six Days Of Golf Are Enough
CHARLOTTE

Editars, THL News
HAVE been res
Metauchlin and Mr

the letters written by Mr
Ratsert on Sunday oheerve

Our Harry appeais to be doing O K At least the
Democratie possibiities for 8 can sull be counted

ance. T am right with Mr McLauchlin 1 think we mba af ‘Ans. 12
thould all keen the Sabbath day Hal for we have

aix dnvs A week to plav gelf and th g0 to EAStport’s great fire that centered in a fire &x-
Ather amusements  As long ax this old world :umh tinguisher plant. must be filed under “unexplainal
reeple are zning tn sin and do as they please re-  along with the failure of success magarines, etz

Drew Pearson’s

the
upward mul of prices nnmrdlur-
I¥ after the wars end -

One was the repeal of the excess
profits ta
moval of
encouragement of
ing additional p
hard lo.ny which move
most dam;

Repeal R profits tax,
in the face of the vast consumer
demand alter four years of war,
made possible the swollen profits
reported by mest Iarge corpora-

\tions in recent months, For the cor-
porations those profits are decid-
Fd.y & mixed blessing. They have

by union leaders as the
hncxgmum for higher wages and
lower prices.

Al the tme the repeal was pro-

bor in nemnnd-
Tt would
did v.he

L]
Medicine -
reserved for that particulasly prm-
leged class M !oﬂ!l eitizans called

‘sclentific was, at least
el m..my, itheut x singls par
of scales

HUNT FOR X:RAY
know had such diffi-
culty getting an x-ny taken any=

e whs
forced to conclude otfiiat eltoria
mere]

5l going
Chiet obstetrician, said she was fot.
Her mssistani—who turned out 'n
be right—said she was. Accurata
Prognosis was & vital matter in A
country where the assembly of
layetie for even one baby s di-
fieult.

After geverdi weéks this woman
finally was turned over to a spe-
cialist in radiology 6t the chest,
who led her apalogetically to a
apace behind the furmace in the
clinic_cellar, produced after wome
search & wonden crate for her to
stand upon. and then
her to a tue
hich, he indleated, merely  con-

e -hmnmumng; of Savier med-
fcine do mot stop At shortages of
equipment and supplies. Some of
the medicaments  produced lack
quality,

PENICILLIN MISUSED

Even doctors who were overhgard
rxchanging sssurances that nefther
France nor England could boast &
hospital 50 good as the Clara Zi
kin readily admyiled Soviel peni-
cHUN was o good It roduced
1n such large batches tn satisdy tha
demand, they explained. that is
waa dorchless.

Their judgment

on that point

may nnt have been infallible For
one of them, who was introduced
mx the Soviet Unson's leading au-
thorffv on penicillin, was unawara

Moreaver~he wus enthrallea by
» merely popular treatise on peni=
cillin. which one nf his foreign pas
tients had sent from America,

e Culprits

posed, there was a kind of con

spirecy of silence. Almost the only

leader of stature to speak against

1t was Bernard M. Baruch, who

foresaw plainly what such s move
n

hive cdntributed
While you can

Higher wages
to higher prices,

- argue whether this has been (has

principal cause of the price rise.
no one can deny that it Is & major
factor In the vicious upward see-
saw, wages may have kept a liule
bit ahead. The statistical experts
show that the race has been close
during the past sear and & hall.

NONE GUILTLESS
But the plain. unvarnished fact

fection with the price spiral Tha

unorganized, the old who live on
penstons or small savings, have had
least to do with |t and they have
suffered most

There are very real limits on
what Clark can actually do He
talks sbout Invoking the anti-truss
iaws againat those guflty of collu-
son in price rises, curtaliment of
output ar rajﬂgllm of capacity
expansion.

That s a large order. It must
be Measured against the fact that
successful antl-trust  prosecution
éan oceur only in a climate of
opinion sympathetic o 1t. As head
of the snt-trust division of the
Justice Department. Thurman Ar-
nold considered it one of his duties
tn try {0 create a {avorable climate.
He was able to drama
of monopoly. whether in industry
or in labor, versus competition. In
the vears since he left the Depari-
ment of Justice, opinion has shift-
#d No one with thé same force and
zeal has come along 1o shew what
the stakes are

8o long as we can have competi-
tlon, we are not too badly off. The
question. as has been pointed out
often in this space. {s how much
feompetition s left in our country,
POLITICAL FOOTBALL

We will get plenty ot poltical
speeches about high pri tween
Tow and November, 1948, It loncs
as though inflation might be the
ehief political football next year,

spaeches will have littls
effect on what you and I pay for
s loaf of bread

Merry-Go-Round *

By ROBERT 5 ALLEN
(For Direw Prarson)

WASHINGTON

F Washington Merrv-On-Round today repeats nne of its

nldest and most granfying practices.

It bestows fts brass ting for distinguished,
and enurageous service

The honor Enes th A ETAUD A WOTKINE Mewspaper men.

Thess members of the- werking press are not hig
name” n t)ye usual erae of that word, same
are s xceWr for thesr helines, none are widely
known personaliles ta thelr teaders  They are nof that
kind of news men -
Aot make news. they peport it—honestly. cotra-
tenaciously, and with eutstanding skill and under-

enlightened

Thex

ceouete,

standing,

heir readers. the bylines of theee news men are an
unfafling trade mark of integrity and reliability,

There are many other news men lke them all over the

B, Men and women who, day in and day eut, quietly and

3
the world. Alse, why It is ons of the greatest glories of

Occaslonally, one of these “unknown® wins momentary

_ public recognition for some particularly outstanding feat.

But the great majority of them, like doughboys in

slug it out doggedly and valiantly day after day with no

other aceirim, than the inner satiafaction of doing & good job.
Washington Merrv-Go-Rnund considers it an honor

n the following for exceptionally meritorious serviee to
their rountry and their professfon:

Stanley Woodward, sports editor of the New York Herald
“Tribune, whose ringing expose last Spring of & mutiny plot
by eertain St. Louls Cardinals’ players against Jackie Robin-
+son. Negro rookie of the Brooklyn rx, was in the highest
tradition of Amegican journallsm. Woodward's forthrighr
srticles smashed this sinister manifestation of race discrimi- *
nation before it could spread. and thus saved s great nationsl
sport from a destructive scandal

Fifty-two Fears old. tall, heavy-set. Woodward was born
in Worcester, Mass., and was gradunted from Amherst. Re~
jected for military rervice in World War I because of de-
fective evesicht. he se as an ordinary seaman in the
Ngrchant Marime  After ten years' newspapering in Boston
he became a sports writer on the Herald Tribune in 1030
and was made sparts editor eight years later, He has de-
veloped a crack staff which swears by him as & friend and
boas.

Robert E. (Fleet”) wmmu 441wr1=1 and political writer
of the Raleigh, N. r, who Is one

ablest, mm am
After five on physical grounds by his loeal draft
noard. Wu.ll.lms lllﬂl’ll’r foreed his way Hﬂllh inta the Army

: Good Newsmen One Of America’s Glories

olumns of copy. Anmg of bis creations, notably “Mr. Atom
are devastating and equal to the best produced by David Law,
famed British cartoonlst.

Born in Clileago 37 years ago. shy and saft-spoken, Block
tarted cartooning while still in grammar school. At the nge
of seventeen he was m full-fledged cartoontst on a Chicazn
paper. He seryed as an enlisted man in the Army during the
war and joined the Washington Post staff in 1048, A bache-
lor. Bleck looks mare like a school teacher than o cartoonist,
but todav his brilliant daily panel appears tn 130 newspapers.

Richard 8. Davis, political reparm nr llu Milwaukee Joura.
nal who fs knawn Inc Hv City Hall™* An
nld timer in journ: hlI brrn
Gotnal staff since 1914 and has handied many of its bigzest
and hotiest stories, Fe i the dread of boadiers and the
spearhesd of decency and progress, 1 vears ago he
singlehandedlv forced through a slum-clearance program
series of hlssting articles.

udebaugh, m'um nssirmment 1 th
Pranciseo Chronicle, whe s equally brilliant 1r| rxm‘
sordid abortlon racket or at mﬂm the United wmam e
vlvﬂ and dynamic chapter on San Prancisco in “Our Fair
i :ll-nlmmd‘!.: munictpal rule in the U, 8., earned
pl king the zmlly of the chief of police—
and tha plaudits of his home

a memhn- of tha

every type of story, from police to
A vnill-uu byline {s “must” reading for News & Observer
reade

to nlml! out a l-- of t Toes of the warking press and
call them to the attention of their fellow They
are worthy of their country's apprabatfon,

The of the brass ring is herewith bestowed

Hrri Block, cartoonlst of the Washington Post.
aily st on national and world i
and pemn.lllnn 18 without peer. Block says more in one
mmmmnmﬂumﬂueﬂmuhwl

Marshal MeNeil A Danlel Kldney,
hold aloft the bright banner of fighting jour.
Seripps-Howard Wi ents. who quietly and



