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RETARY MARSHALL'S latest state-
‘ment ‘on bﬂllﬂ policy was dellvered
the Governors Confer-

of
'm‘nwnu of &, course of action mny
mt with our ml.lmnl mumu we

etary Marshall And The Grass Roots

polls. When our new forelgn policy—and
certainly It represents a fundamental break
with American tradition—is ruled out of
bounds for campalgn discussion, or even
partisan criticlsm in Congress, the people
are belng asked to accept It on falth.
There 15, as Secretary Marshall seems to
a great danger inherent in this.

equally
which this ammtr_v hu Ln the preser-
of European civilization.”
effect, the Secrelary’s address was &
ipport directed not so much to
as to the people as a whole. T
say right now,” he told the Governors,
_ “fhqt the greatest problem I feel we have
to deal with is.in bringing the American
publie to a general understanding of the
conditions involved at home and abroad
{nfluence all negotiations and there-
.efforts to re-establish the peace
ty of the world.”
'nw 'Governors responded at a later ses-

forelgn policy be divarced from partisan
politics. = Secretary Marshall, we suspect.,
_will regard this as reward enough for hiy
hasty trip half-way across the country. It
1s°in Jine with Btate Department pollcy.
‘which has' fostered bl-partisan co-opera-
tion In the formulation of both the Tru-
man and Marshall Planst

And yet there is reason to wonder wheth-
er the continuing effort to keep forelgn
affalrs out of partisan politics may not
turn out to be the greatest handicap to
that public understanding Becretary Mar-
shall is seeking. Partizan politics, after all,
is part of our machinery of government;
it is the device through which lssues are
presented to the people for decision at the

Already there are stirrings of resentment
on both.the left and the right, and they
are reflécted In contradictory Congression-
al attitudes. The Btate Department so far
haa been able to obtaln from Congress im-
pressive support for the general principles
underlying its new policles. But at the
same time Congress has been reluctant to
provide the funds with which these policles
can be Implemented, The general ap-
plause for our new, touzh attitude toward
Russia has not succeeded In drowning out
the demand for immediate tax reductlon.

This attitude now separates the wish and
the deed and Secretary Marshall recognizes
that the conflict can be resolved only by
an informed publie. Thus he and his as-
sistants hammer away the gravity of the
situation in Europe—crisis Is a standard
word In Washington now—in preparation
for the great explosion that ls almost cer-
taln to follow when Congress Is finally
asked to foot the bill for & vast program
of economlc rehabilitation backed by armed
might. Although he was several levels re-
moved from 1t, he was seeking grass-roots
support when he lald his case before the
Governors. 1t remains to be seen whether
he can obtaln it without the assistance of
those party politiclans who still stand as
a direct link between the people and their
government.

Tuesday’s Special Election

rlm late John Barrymore once made &
movie called “The Great Man Votes™
based upon a situation in which a city’s re-
districting turned up an election precinct
with but a single voter. The plot gave Mr.
‘Barrymore an opportunity for the sort of

in which he delighted, and led
him at last to the steps of the voting place
where he delivered a classic address on the
walue of the ballot.

‘We thought of this when we learned that
two registrars and a judge will have to set
up complete election machinery out at
Crab Orchard box on Tuesday so that a
single voter may cast his'ballot In a spectal
school election. Whether the gentleman
‘who bears the honor of ‘old Crab Orchard
will see fit to make & speech or not, we
don't know. But his vote could very well be
the one that decides an important lasue.

This
Ilnl'l peculfar eléction 1
Baturday will be agalnst registration and a
mere 433 persons are registered in the ten
boxes In whjch the election will be con-
ducted. The usual attrition between regls-
tration and election’ days will work against
the project under consideration; uncast
votes will be counted In the negative.

Stripped of all Jts legal technicalities the
tasue to be decided by Tuesday's balloting
is this: Wil the citizens of those fringe
communities which have already voted to
fotn the City of Charlotte also come into
the City Bchool District? If the vote fs yes
the new residents will be subject to the re-

It's A Joke, Listeners

rlm other night a Raleigh radio com-
mentator took off on & flight of fan-

sald, been in communication with one of
the saucers, which were really space ships,
and had discovered that they were flown
by little green men from Mars who were
trying to locate Hollywdod. The result was
¥ = sort of second coming of Orson Welles on
& local scale. Newspaper and radio switch-
boards were jammed with calls from fran-
tic lsteners, afid The Raleigh Times In-

the local airport was knocked out of ac-
tion briefly by the deluge of exclted

‘ess to a certaln puzzlement over
Hnl.cn the normally calm cit-

rth Carolina were thrown by
]n\-.! It could be, of course, &
of stralned nerves. Perhaps we
have lived so long on the edge of night-
mare that only the slightest nudge sends
-us into an drea where green men from
Mars are quite commonplace.

But the most interesting aspect of the

_4Another Vaice

a

OSTON, which modestly lays elaim (and
‘with

cently-approved supplementary school tax
and In return will be allowed to send thelr
children to City schools. If the vote 1s no,
they will be exempt from the tax, but they
will also be required to send thelr children
to County schools unless they choose to pay
special tuition charges.

‘The decision of these 433 voters will af-
fect all the citizens of Charlotte. If they
vote no, Charlotte will wind up with a City
School istrict smaller than the City itself,
and this, obviously, will have a consider-
akle bearing on the expansion of the schoal
system that Is inevitable In the next few
years. It will establish a special class of
cltizens numbering at least 10000 who will
be exempt from certaln obligations borne
by other Charlotteans, and who will also be
denied some of the privileges accorded the
majority. And It will force the County to
serve an urban group with a school system
that 1s designed for a Tural population.

There 1s, however, no reason to read a
lecture on the high cost of political apathy
to the thousands of citizens In the area
‘who didn't bother to register. Most of them
must have thought that all this was settled
at the time they voted to come into the
City. They are now faced with an lssue so
confused by technlcalitles that they can
hardly be blamed for declining to have
anything to do with it. We can only hupe
that enough of those who registered wli
cast affirmative ballots to prevent v.he
creation of a situation that doesn’t, under
any definition, make much sense.

incldent 1s the comparison it affords be-
tween news conveyed by radio and by
newspaper. Hal Boyle, the roving reporter
of the Assoclated Press, had written a se-
ries of reports from a flylng saucer prior to
the Ralelgh program. They were equally
fantastic (or childish if you prefer) and in
all probabllity had been read by most of
those who heard the broadcast. Yet the
same subject matter which Caused mass
hysteries when it eame over the air caused
not & ripple when it appeared in print.

We seek no Invidious comparisons. As a
matter of fact, the Incident probably serves
to demonstrate that radio has something
that newspapers do not have—the ndded
dimenaslon that a volce-of-doom manner
can give the dullest news report. But any
envy we may feel for our alr-borne con=

is

tHat thelr advantage 15 also a terrible bur-
den. They cannot, it Is clear, make a Joke,
even a bad foke, without precipitating a
riot. That means that they must stick to
the plain. unvarnished truth In order to
stay out of trouble, and we can think of no

Open Door

People’s Platform

Common Commonsense

OXFORD

Editors, Twe Nrws:
SWY/E Deed on this occasion 0 remind ourselves
that to have won the war and no mofe would
have been bath to Jose the civilization the war was
fought to save and to betray the valiant dead wha
dted for the people’s freedom and ple's pence
ple's freedom means the palitical and
civil libertles of Jefferson. the human emancipation
of Lincoln, the four freedoms of Roosevell. nnd the
economic rehabilitation of the world as proposed by
Marshall.

“The freedom of the peoples Includes the free-
dom of autonomous fations to provide for all their
cltizens frerdom af person. speech, assembly, worship
and equal educational Opporiumity - prOteCtion of prop-
erty, ﬂwl! freedom 1o vote. to work. to organize busi-
ﬂﬂ rprise, agricultural co-operation and indus-

1 :hlicc\wr bargaining, and broaden the founda-
tons of econumic security in order Lo raise the level
of human life. liberty and the pursuit of happiness
everywhere In our ane World.”

Now, the foregoing apocalypse was not delivered
onthe fale of Patmos to St. John The Divine some
two thousand years ago. but this week on the Hill to
Brother Frank Graham.

How can & mADy CXREEErAlONS And misstate-
ments of fact be explained?

For Instance, the Atlantic Gharter l the docu-

al
w any individual exclusively
with its authorship,

Only
ticipate in this plan
American pecple may be perm n
similar to that had by Brother Frank, but until that
super-Heavenly vision has made generally
available, let's remain ns we are of the earth,
or somewhat reals By

¥

Speaking from the base and not the mountan
top, 1 wish someone would tell me what s

by the four freedoms. 1 think I understand free-
dom of speech, which Includes assembly and press,
and fresdom of worship: but I am utterly lost when
you talk about freedom from fear and freedom from
want. Of course, we do hol mean freedom from [enr
of God. of law, dishonor and disgrace; nor do we
mean freedom from want of comforts and con-
venlences, a good name, soclal distinctions, eic
think freedom from fear of mvasion of home and
person, and freedom from fumine and pestilence are
the freedoms meant: certalnly these are abott all the
oms attainable without reducing man to the
beasts of the field. Wants produce In-
industry and. the other lurlbln.n
that go to make up worthwhile men and women. A
man without :nr or want would be the ne plus Gitrn
of worthlessness.

Nmr_ 1 am for as much of the abundant life here
or elsewhere and s largs an area of the
Jand as we can currently buy and pay for: but I am
not rrldy to nypomx.u 8l the equity the nvm:
ans have in this country to re-

Drew Pearson’s

habilitate Europe or “our one world” under the
Marxshall or any other plan, We have got to exercise
a little common commonsense in this mhlbllluuon
progiam, be IL domestlc or foreign. of

—JOHN W. ﬂEbIFE

Hell-Bent
MOUNT HOLLY
Editors, Tz News Y
W/ELL: { guess It ls sbout time for me to erank up
my 13 model mabtrap and sy a lew worcs
about ihe conditions that exist in the world today.

We have » gang of well-pald loafer in Wash-
ington City who are ali the time just busting their
gizzards hollering world peace. world court and
United Nations snd at the same time Just raiaing
general hell Lrying to raiss the monev ta pay for il
manner of death-dealing deviment to use in war
They holler for peace and the same tme say keep
your gun losded

Then they tum right around and announce the
opening of B peace conference somewhere In Europe
and we send a gang of long-coated legal lghts over
there 1o beat the alr into fizle dust pleading for
peace and disarmament and while your peace con-
gr(ﬂ &5 In Europe whooping It up for peace yuur

T congress ts over here rpping and ranting a
it s shirt tall out and busting s belly band 1 hote
lering for

There 1s some logic In such business But that
It the way this ha.n.mppm; Teli-bent generation
[t

of socinl vipers look a
—J. A. MULWEL

To The Gills

Editors. Tz News:

N 7emerd 1o ano of pour reader's leters of July 18

rowded conditions on Duke Power busses—e

have ridden on them when

o the yils" with na

whatsoever, In nue instance & lam
fainted while standing in the ausle and it was

crowded she couldn't fall down.

You could Imagine the easuallies In ease of a firs
or & bad wreck when passengers are packed ns is
done.  After all. the war i3 over now.

T have ridden 0 & 84 in Africa—35 men to one
of theds amall @lnkies. but 1 waa nothlng compared

CHARLOTTE

—C. V. ORR.

The People’s Platform Is available to any
reader who cares {o mount if. Communications
should be lers than 300 words, typewritten if
pou!ble ﬂnd on vni:y Iln'lt xidc nJ' the paper.

uwmmn goc Fach ntter must he signed al-
though. In exceptional cases and upos

we will withhold the writers nam:—:'ﬂm.
Tz Naws,

Marguis Childs

People S

W‘lﬂ:‘l the ltat Dl n:l registered
lobbylsta was made public

some time ago, almost every Inter-
est was represented. Wool, sugar.
‘metals, motors, they were all there
l1lh s man to break a lance for

u-yh- an addition to this list
is called for—a lobbyist for the
public interest. A people’'s lobdy
does exist here in Washington, but

numue perhapa
generous apznuzlg ¢ Tunds that

ey lobbylsts

The other du. wuh littlo debate,
a bill passed the House which w!
cost the average Muuhnld mney
I it finally becomes law. It ia &
Bl to scale down the authority of
the Pederal Power Commission lo
regulate the lals of natural gas.

How much it would cost the

Sition says no one can foresce how
much would, be added onto the
consumers ghs bill
GAS INTERESTS

Among the backers of the bill are

dlscuss!
mr public™ had been given
full opportunity lo expreas opposi-
tien.

The record of the hearings shows,
however, that “the public” took

M
ol und gas companiés
n trying for & long Ume to curb

the authority of the Power Com-
mission. Others were Washington
Iobby-lawyers Tepresenting one or
another of the private Interests
involved — including coal, with the
mine owners anxious to check the
expansion of the natural-gas In-
dustry,

38Ul others spake for State uill-
fty commissions. They argued for
States’ rights go comrolling the
production and Jocal use of natural
as. limiting the Pederal suthority
10 Interstate transportation.

Public spokesmen appeared for
Kansas City, Mo. Cleveland, Ohla,
ana Rockford, [ They oppoased
the bill because it would Increase
§as rates in their citles

One thing becomes evident when
you look inta ma lssue such as thia

Samuel Grafton

S ifi
NEW YORK
E 1848 Presidential campaign
may turn ouk 1o be ane of the
dullest in the memory of man. It
hardly looks, right . s it either
xide s going o get up & good
holler against the ather, And a
listiess campalgn represents a great
dmnger to tme Democrats, for dull
political weather 1 good Republi-
can weather.

Listlessness actually s as grest
a danger to the Democrats as &
third party movement would be.
It 1, In fact, & phenomenon of
the same kind; as a state of being
bored with the Democrats, 1t Is &
way statlon on the road to & third

party.

I remember the Callfornia elec-
tions last year, when so many -
eral mnd Independent Democrats
sayed home that the Republicans
swept both primaries.  Cadifornia
lbérals could mardiy have hurt the

no anization, and Tighting It is
lixe n;nung a bale af cotton.
PING-PONG GAME

Yel 1t Is hard to see how the

1048 campaign can be much more

& campaign of mild sneers
and debaters’ polnts, rather than of
those solld hlows on the conk that
bring the voters out. With both
parties falrly well agreed on for-
eign policy. at least verbally, and
with both studiously Ignoring the
housing issue, It s unlikely that
Dewey and Truman, or vandenberg
and Truman, can do much more
than play ping-pong.

The blicans may clalm that
the Democrats will harbor too many
Communists, byt Mr. Truman need
only quote from the Dally Work-
er's support of a third party in
refutation. Or the Republicans may
do the one about how the Demo-
crats spend oo much money. to
~hich' the Democrats can answer

Lobbylst"

one. Tt s so  complicated, 80
o@:ﬂ around by
“the public” rarely geis the pﬂInL
In ptuﬂz gress,
changes belng brought
quletly, with ms Hitde publictty 13

ble. And “the public* may dis-
cover what |t means when the cost
of Iving keeps OINg up. | °
INDUSTRY'S mu!u

in theory, Congress ls meant to
mnrnenl the Interests of all the
people. More and more, however,
the tendency Is for whe Congress«
man to spesk for the spscial in-
teresta of his district or his state,
Hrecomes ' Kind of ambusador
for the major industry back home.

Thus, Ross Rirey of Oklshoma

was the chiet tha, bill
to,cun down Federal authority over
natural gas. In the Senate, & simi-
s measure b backed by Senator

oore of that same state, Rize
Yoy and M are ambassadors for
~i and g

n nplw oL Lo lasteminute rush, |
1 15 possibl nate may g9
along_ with e e curbing |
the Power Commission. But 1t
would certainly be wiser o take |
more Ume, so that the elfects of
this move can be studied and made
\

Several years of preparation wenk,
Into the amendments o the Power
Commission Act which give the

pri were
substitnte bl introduced by -Rep,

ey Priest  of Tennessece. Bus
these changes did not go far
enough to sult the ambassadors of
gas and ol The substitute wap
voted cown, 154 Lo B4
EXPENSIVE MIDDLEMAN

The special-intérest  ambassa-
dors have. of course, a legitimate
rignt 1 defend the group back
home that mesns prosperity and
jobs That right, however, ls not
superior to the public interest. It
Cangress s to be nothing more
than an arena In which the special
Interests SFURRle to Ret thelr own
way by the [amilar process ‘of
log-rolling, then we might better
substitute the Iobbyista Lhemselves,
In this light the CONgTesSMAD D=

be marely & m.hu [

pensive middleman for
ting the wishes of & wide vuhu
ot special interests.

C ign
that the Republicans have been
in charge of Congress, which
means tn charge of rpending. m
danger Is that the ma
doze off while the two sides hurl
these bean bags at ench o
TRUMAN'S POINTS

Mr. Truman has two fine polntd.
In the Taft-Hartley labor b
the Republican campaign wurr.sr.
price control. But prices may res
cede by 1948, washing out that con-
troversy, and so many 'Democrats
vated for the Taft-Hartley bill that
it ls gomng 1o be easter to mako
local rather than party-wise use of

dential campaign after the biggest
®ar in history,

In this situation, perhaps the best
thing to do is to sweep everythfhg
off the table, and resst it. If the
Democrata were wise, they would
detall some sttractive figure to
make & Whopping national cam-
p-J.— for more housing. snd then

him for Viee-President, * Ofa
{he Repiblicans sould pick the b
sue up. There It lies, smoking, in
the street, yet utterly dis
while the two parties fling their
tired spithalls at each other.

YAWN I8 WARNING

Otherwise, t cam

will be 8o exquisitely 5 ctieal this
the public is going to be too bored
to follow it. County committees
men will, of course, roll on the
fioor with delight at the points
their candidates will make, but tha
general public will wonder what
the joke is. It will be like stamps
collecting, Thich ean wrouse o cer-

number of persans o fever
pitch, while lnvl.n( the rest of the
communlty cald. 1t ls not the third
party which menaces the Demo=
crats, but that state of dullness

5 It stifles & yawn.

:Senate Slow To Probe Theft Of Secrets

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

APITAL observers who have seen a lot of probes launched
by Congress on relatively unimportant matters are won-
dering why the Genate War Investigating Commitiee

has falled to probe the recently disclosed leak of atomic-

greater handl for any

Democracy Was The Loser

liberals and others who ought to know
better. Al

of the hecklers Ives sturdy
champlona,
We decry the false gospel of hatred 'hic‘n

however, Is not the point we would make.
That point {s: The big winner of this
battie of the boos was Mr. Smith and his
" This Boston “persecution™

w1l be worth ten times more to him than
n free publlmy. md

:

Tt snything is important to the national security, 1t 18
atomic-energy secrets, and the fact that they were so loosely
guArded by the milliary cerlainly would appear lo be some-
thing & Wi should

Hn'mr. the current silence of l.he old Truman Com-

1t e Brewster led Oapitol Hill
Seryes 1o .p.:um. 18 to_ whether Seistors Wenh Jo pro-

tect the Army—which happens to have been res;
the atomic Ieak. Had the eivillan commission under David
now

Lillenthal been e, pmunb Eeu:rnn would
be I.nv!dl‘ltin. up to thelr armp!

m Ownnuma later decide to probe, it
nnl.u menur starting facts; numly that atomic
security unuer the A .u-my.m woefully lax, also that security
Was 50 b al hired Prank Wilson, former head of

ua!a:mtsemm wmmlumnwm setup inherited

decided of

the ll:t that two ex-sergeants had stolen data while the
charge. One Congressman talked, and that

ot dow the news ot out.

Jimmie Byrnes' Scholarships
X-SECRETARY of State Jimmis Bymes, who, like old
wine, gets better with years, will make a minimum of
U080 o hls: s 16t kit but will give

'K]lllvplrmr Donald Russell, a trustee of the
ilnhhl.mlo!‘llmdl.he “James P,
Bclence” at the University.

mother ralsed her sons by sewing and by singing st church,
where she got $5. Onmu-hemnuedwwmxu otie boy
bt dordl Senatar, Supreme Court Sustice, War Mobillser
and Becretary of

“T have never (nr[nmen the lr:unle she had.” Byrnes
mused to a friend recen 1 mhould like to found
some scholarships o help mmtlm boys get  through
college.”

No Third Party For Wallace
ex-attor-

called by
mmm,mmmmmmw

six” Congressional this week:
persons & haven in the United
The Congressional chiefs had claimed that the Amer-
fcan bad to be “educated and adjusied” to
; but: Mr. Truman

welcome - our shores. 400,000 persons, he
Somtemted et casls be asaimalated in ot economy, and
he mmumpd It was chiefly an American responaibility to

To this ex.Speaker Sam Rayburn of Texas replied tnt
Southern Democrats In the House would vote aimost en
against the dsplaced perone. _ Beaigry vu\.aemxr; "o
Michigan mnd Barkley of Kentucky also expressed doubts
that the bill would “have a_chance” in the Senal
they agreed

with & side .uno. at Martin,
“Thanks, Mr. President. But If you take
h'!w,lhﬂw)mhkuloelhn;.uhm Ry ko ol
e, Ak Ty cady chance,”
as President 'muolm.s«me.hnm
tnllnqbehtﬂdm to become President under
‘succession bill.

MOYE~  the new

Friendly Senate Ellemm
ESPITE heated debate, on the Sensts floor, GOP leader
Bob Tufl and.the Democrata Srequently exchange sympa=

the hslt of the d.e-
oF

. thetic words.



