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results of & municipal primary in

which less than m fourth of the eli-

gible voters ipated and a, general

‘election that was little more than an empty

. formality might well have been disastrous.
The happy fact, however, is that they
weren't. Yesterday’s confirmation of a
_ foregome conclusion guarantees the apa-
‘ithetic. citizens of Charlotte much better
municipal government than lh:y have any
right to expect.

‘The new Councll Is about as representa-
tive as it could be: It contalns two labor
wunion members, twp salesmen, two business
executives and en émployee df a veterans
organization. Although elected from the
clty at large it adequately represents its

possibly be considered representative of
that new blood with whichi the state GI
Democratic organization cnce promised to
infuse the body politic. The slate, in fact,
was the usual carefully-balanced -coalition

of old and new faces which often swings

the balance In an apathetic campaign.

One of the most encouraging factos of
the election is that, after a good deal of
preliminary backing and filling, the new
Councll goes Into office with a prior en-
dorsement from Mayor Baxter. This should
guarantee on unusual degree of unity, in

the beginning at least, for it indicates that

all concerned share Mr, Baxter's progres-
sive views,
thout reservatlon, we offer our con-
ta C

Albea, Childs,

wvarious sections. Four of the
are political veterans with solld records of
munlcipal service behind them: the other
three are budding politiclans of consider-
able promise.

Although these seven candldates offered
on a single slate, the “GI" tag with which
they chose to Identify it has little meaning.
All are veterans, it Is true, but their service
ranges from the Spanish-American War to
World War IL Only three of them could

D(‘L.xnzy, Lambeth, Jordan, McKee and
White — and to Messrs. Atkins, Glenn and
Roberts who were simultaneously elevated
10 the School Board. They are taking over
the City Government at & critical mo-
ment In Charlotte’s history, a time of rapld
expansion and great dislocation. Their
job will not be an easy one but, from the
look of them, they are men who can han-
die 1t

The Communists Place An Ad

THIS edition of THE NEws there Is an
advertisement of the North Carolina
District of the American Communist Party.
Tt conforms In every respect to the stand-
ards we have long since laid down for all
political advertising. There is nothing of-
fensive in the text, although we regard
several of the statements contalned there-
in as dublous in Interpretation if not in
basia fact. Nevertheless, the advertisement
is a bid for public understanding of an
organization for which we have no sym-
pathy at all. Why, then, do we publish it?
There are twn related reasons. First of
all the advertisement, perhaps by deslgn,
serves as a clear test of this newspaper's
faith In civil liberties. The Communlist
Party Is a legal organization and as such
it 1s cloaked In the full protection of the
Constitution of the United States. If the
Bill of Rights means anything, it means
this: 8o long as an individual's (or an or-
ganization’s) utterances are not seditious
his right to express his opinion on any
public matter is inalienable. But that right
is nullified if those who are In position to
do 50 deny him access to an audlence. We
do not belleve that In this or any case the
““right of free speech can be properly abridg-

ed because of our fundamental disagree-
ment with the speaker.

The fact that Communists seek to em-
ploy our advertising columns as a forum,
however, ralses a practleal question. Few
readers, we think, would Insist that Com-
munists be denled falr treatment in the
news columns, but some may question the
propriety of making avallable to them
space over which we exercise only negative
editorial control. Advertising, of course, ls
an effective medlum for selling, and It
might be argued that we are, therefore,
helping sell Communism. Our answer is
that advertising can only call public atten-
tion to a product: if the product itself is
faulty public examination is certain to
guarantee its disappearance from the mar-
ket.

Our faith In the ultimate wisdom of the
people is absolute. That wisdom, we be-
leve, 1s the product of conflicting soclal,
political and economic theories — each of-
fered freely In the marketplace of opinlon
and weighed according to merit. We do
not believe Communist ideology can sur-
vive that test, and we therefore publish the
Party's advertisement without trepldation.

Hedge Against Unpreparedness

EMARKING here the other day upon
the American Leglon's massive public
relations program designed to insure adop-
tion of Universal Military Tralning we
noted our agreement with the Legion's
basle premise: That UMT s essential to
national security and therefore essential to
the Truman Doctrine which extends the
Amerlean frontier to the Russian border.

‘That certainly seems to be the opinlon of
most of the generals and admirals who
were, we thought, unanimously in favor of
UMT. However, Hanson Baldwin, The New
York Times military expert and probably
the coufitry's ranking civillan authority on
military affalrs, has now come forward
with an eloquent attack upon UMT. And he
1s supported by some of the high brass too
—notably by Maj, Gen. John 8. Wood, war-
time commander of the fighting Fourth
Armored Division.

Neither Mr, Baldwin nor General Wood
questions the need for taking adequate
steps to guarantee our natlonal defense.
Thelrs 15 not & pacifist or even & pro-UN
argument. They stmply do not belleve UMT
1is worth anything at all In a strict military
sense, and they present an elogquent argu-
ment to support thelr views.

At the beginning of any war the time
factor s vital; in an age of atomic bombs
and long-range guided missiles, which
multiply previous.destructive potentlals by
thousands, the time factor is all import-
ant. Within ten years, Mr. Baldwin belleves,
these new weapons will reach such a stage
of perfection “Initial defeat or victory
would not in any“case depend upon a mnasy
of seml-trained reserves for the ground
army .. . If the war continued without de-
clslon, virtually complete control of the

alr and sea would be necessary before we
could transport large armies overseas and
time would be required to equip these ar-
mies. There would thus be time for train-
Ing." In the decade before the push-buttan
war 1s feasible ground armies of the type
employed in World War II will retain their
importance, he points out, but the United
Btates already has “s reserve of trained
manpower (declining in skill and useful-
ness as the end of the period is reached)
already trained for more thoroughly by
one, two, four or more years In the war-
time services, than any six-months trainee
could be."

Even though Mr. Baldwin's analysis of
the war of the future is written off as
theoretical, it seems to us he makes a tell-
ing point In regard to the present reserve
of trained manpower. Certainly the United
States could fleld an lmpressive ground
army at this moment by simply recalling
the milllons of men who served ln World
War IT. Nor 13 there anything unreasonable
in Mr. Baldwin's belief that they will retain
sufficient skill and stamina for a period of
at least ten years,

This belng the case, what reason 1s there
for stampeding into a program of universal
military training which may well be of no
value at all if war comes again? Surely the
questions ralsed by Mr. Baldwin are worthy
of serious consideration by the Congress,
and by the military Itself. In the light of
our national traditions UMT is acceptable
only as a desperate last resort. None of the
arguments ndvariced so far to support It
lexplains why, with & ten-year hedge
against natfonal unpreparedness, it should
be necessary ‘for the United States to be-
gin now to train troops for World War IIT
in the methods of World War IT,

Pf'oele’s Platform

Marquis Childs

Labor Bill Cloud

WASHINGTON.
HE cloud on Mr. Trumans
lprh'!gih’:\e horizon s the labor
bill up in Con-
gress. At the mnn\lm. it has a dark
and threatening look, &s though it
might be charged with political
tirander and lightning of the most
perilous

Those m Congress who oppose
“strengthened” Senate bill are “llrlz
the argument that the President
will certainly veto a measure which
goes beyond the moderate reforms
he seeks. Within the President’s
inner councll, however. » quite dll-
ferent viewpoint has been urg
at least one adviser.

That viewpoint is as follows. In
the very nature of the
aqueeze play
White H

use, the
sign

Presid
almost any bill which com
him from Capital Hill, If he vetoes
‘an omnibus bill because it contains
provisions he belicves are too harsh,
-ml a5 & consequence no legislation
adopted, then the Republicans
wﬂ.l put_the blame for nts faliore
ou the Chiet Executive. It will be-
tssue of the

TIMING IMPORTANT

The timing 1s of the utmost Iim-
portance. A labor bill will proba-
by reach the President's desk be-
fore June 30. In short, the Presi-
dent will have to make his decision
before the date on which John L
Lewis 15 expected to call & nation-
wide coal strike.

White House strategists readily

the power It exefciied last Winter
0 the strike by Injunetion
That injunction was obtained on
the ground that the strike was
against the Government, since the
mines were being operated by the
Department of Intersor.

i no mnmhw stop him, the

Liquor And The Bible--111

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Twe Nrws:
N a recent issue of THE NEws there appeared a re-
ply to my first article on Liguor nml the Bible, by
Mr. A. Z. F, Wood, Lancaster . Wood criti-
clsed the article in the following ords. ta mia et
ter, Mr. Henderson L{fis sentence after senience from
\ts context in the Bible and precents his collections
of that should
vole against ABC stores® Mr Wood thinks that
ything osn be proven by the Bible if this method
is practiced. Then he gives scriptures which, he
thinks, will favor the e et T i awamtid bl
y on the scriptures which I gave. giving them their
Wood made no
Mr. Wood gave,
thus giving tem thelr proper setling with thelr con-

"% ee defining here 1s neceseary, for the law
of Interpretation of the scripture is. that sl verses
not plain within themselves are to be interpreted in
ihe light of those verses that are plain on the same
subject. Wine ond Strong Drink, Mr. James
Hastings Blbk dictionary has the following to say

“Taken together in this order, the two terms, ‘Wine'
sand ‘Strong Drink’ are continually used 1d Testa-
ment wriiem m an exbaustlve classifieation of the
fermented beverages then
versal usage in the Old Trzmnem
ment "Strong Drink’ s mentioned only In Luke 1:15,
and 1s to restrict “Wine' to the beverage prepared
from the julce of the grape, And to denote by 'Strong

nk' every other sort of Intoxicating liquor”. With
this classification of Wine and Strong Drink as men-
nmm In the Bi

hu appeared In this paper already. I will give c p—
ter and ver

Psalms. 104: 14, 18: The wine referred to here

that makes the heart glad is given him by his labors
God gave
These were all given for

on the farm, under the blessing of God.
1t 1t was not intoxicating.

can not see  staggering drunk golng down the street
in these verses
Proverbs, 31:67: After King Lemual's mother had
told him to let strong drink alone, she explained
o him that it was for emergencies The man in
question here is “ready to perish” It is allowable
here ss the exception. What might be unwise, and
unlawful to do under ordinary clrcumstance might
do In an emergency. For example, the
doctor might give Morphine in serious cases which
would be legally and morally justified, but which
would not be justified it the Individual was normal.
That is exactly the case in this scripture quotation.
Ecclesiastes, 9:7: In this case the wine was non-
toxicating, for it was common for Hebrew families
m have wlne with their regular meals and that seems
ase here, But notice it ls “Wine" not

meaping of this serip=
for which It was quoted.

ture 18 fust the opposite
Interpreted in the light of its contexts, it is speaking

The rulers'spend tn reveiry
which thev

of the cause of the decay.
and_debauchery the time and energy
ought to give to affairs of state

Song of Solomon: 5:1; Here wine is used with

Drew Pearson’s «

Merry-Go-Round *

milk and as & food and mot as intoxicating bevera
“The fact that ®ine was an allowable drink in the S
Testament. and was not used under the head of
“Strong Drink® which was Intoxicating could not be
used 10 suppert ABC stores which sell hasd Liquor.

John 446 Thix Is the case of Jesus attending
A wedning, the wine gave out and he made of “Water"
wine to complete the wedding feast. This wine could
net have been lntoxicating, for it was poured out and
used a few minutes after ft was made. That kind
of wine would not get to first base in an ABC store.
Jesus made and used tis kind of wine and gave It
to others. This kind of wine would never bring
aboul a meeessity for a home for alcoholics t5 take
sare of ils viems. You would not go to ABC stores
to get this kind of wine you could get it at the water
spigot. oy

1: Timothy, §:23: The physical ailments of Tim-
othy 15 well known to Bible scholars, Taking this
into consideration. Paul advised him to un a “mm'
wine for his stommeh's sake Timothy hi
total abstainer up to this :Im;. and had lxen on Lh-
Jwuter wagon.” for Pa ul drink no more water,
but a lttle wine ce the word little here. This
was for medicinal pnrprues and to be taken in small
Hunmlum 1 any In Mecklenburg has such stomach

ouble, we would not need’ ABC stores to get what
iiile thes noed thex coutd find It i my drug store.
It s Bkely tha this wis » prew pl r. Luke,
for he was with Paul, (See 1 1

No the Bible does not A taeif on moral suss,
wnd'vou wil not find any M:nplun that will support
the liguor traffic as it is promoted today. There
are many scriptures \ee that ‘has mot been quoted
that would apply in this case. If any one wants to
quote more of them come on with i,

L. HENDERSON, Pastor,
First Wesleyan Methodist Chureh.

About Face
CHARLOTTE
Editors Trr Nrws:
N & featured news story. In last year's March 38
ixsue of Trr Nrws, Judge Luther Hamilton was
ieported to be very much in favor of ABC stores.
Summurizing his views, the article stated: “Judge
Luther Hamilton today In Suverfor Court asserted
that crime generated from liquor is not nearly s0 bad
in the counties where ABC stores operate as It is

in the so-called dry counties.
You will therefore be l.ntem(td in the sequel to
of & press release from

thir, which comes in the form
\

nf the liquor stores .
a trial. but that he would vote u-nln-'. them u the
chance came Again’

Thus Judge Hamilton )mnl Judge Webb. Judge
Bobbitt, former Judge snd other distin-
guished Jurists. In warning us «guimx the so-called
Alcoholic Beverage Control system.

—HOWARD C. WILKINSON.

lght sit for weeks
Shie the abdurate Lewis Keps ihe
mines closed down. This grim pie-
ture needs little mslllkuzinnﬂln

apectacie of the natiom’s Industry
slowed o » standstill at the behest
of one man

The clamor that would arise in
1he country can easly be 1mnsm-d
The  Repusiicans - would
splendid position ta point the tinger

Samuel Grafton

of biame at the Democratic Presi-
dent who had vetoed the labor bill.
To put it mildly, Mr. Truman ‘would
be on an extremely

spot.
LOGICAL MESSAGE
Ll thls s been pointed out, and
e President has been
\Dld \hlt he :ﬂ“}lﬂ slgn lhl bill and
statemen!
IIW:h would make it clear that he

but the power togveto individual
ilems he was compelled to lake the

£00d With the bad. Such a messuge
would not be difficuit to draft stnce
'il would have a lot of logle behind
'3

Of course, no {lnal decision has
Tite House nor

any irrevocable step ls taken.
Politics in this business of cof-
rective labor I tlon was proba-
bly inevitable. But it will hardly
contribute to Industrial peace if the

. cAampalgn of 1948 Is centered

charges and countercharges over
labor.

That, however, fs the prospect.
Among Democratlc advisers are
those who polnt out that the politi-
cal power of organized Jabor is on
the wane in any event. Purther-
niore, 1t is argued that the chief
burden of blame. would not fall on
the President #f he made it clear '
that he was acting with great ye-
Iuctance In the face of & compe
necessity.

GOP OUTMANEUVERED

At one polnt, the Republicans bé-
lieved they would be sble to make
etfective use next year of the Com-
munism charge against the

Committeé to show Communist ln-
fluence in the Federal Governmen

The President’s loyalty order Tended
to nullify that meneuver. It would
be difficult to pin the Communist
tag on the suthor of the Truman

doctrine.

80 perhaps “labor’—the laber
mnnowly union bosses, uncurbed
union_ powers—will ere to. ubeii-
tute for Communism. It ia nm 3

voluntary collective bargaining re-
enforced by moderats Teforma.

Wage-Price Whimsy

NEW YORK
GOME muttering has begun in the
business community to the ef-
tect that President Truman's meek
Uittle drive for lower prices may
cause & recession. The idea s that
r8, and merchants, too, may

and it
Gent's fault, This mrgument in ad
ditlonal proof of the soundness of
the Grafion Theory, previously ad-
ranced cne columms, whieh
holds that there is something about
the debate on prices that brings out
s touch of whimsy in many of its
partictpants.
Apparently the price fsue affects
% many people. 5o much, that it is
imposalble to stick to reality
i h-ndanI . The new thought
seems to Be that the best thing to
dn 18.no0t T T bt high b pricse:
eren " thoush It may be c
-week man ¥’
these days, per’
tions ft, he may not motice it
CAPRICIOUS CONTRIBUTION

The idea that our troubles are
due, not 8o much to high prices, as
to the fact that we have m President
who talks about them, must take its
place as & capricious contribution
with that other popular theors of
the moment that what we need is
more production: a motlon which

ugh like & wild thing.
himsical situstion is
ﬁeve!ogm‘ in Washington where,
according to the New Yark Journal
of Commerce, conservative govern-
ment economists (and there aren't
any others, these days) are private-
U rnbdnl !h:;r hands in tlu over

wage increases,
Temen are deserioed as feeling ihat
the current 1l-to-15-cents-an-hour
pattern of pay increases may help
to save the situation. by putting
enough buyine Power Into the
hands of the public to come near

cloging the “gap” between income
tod avallabie production st present

"!a'w of course, hardly anybody
stands up and says this publicly,
because such a statement would do

to say something that really bears
on the subject. The Washington
economists have made the astound-
ing discovery that more money In
the handx of the public is actually a
h touch-and-go economic
sitiiation:. but, JUdging by puat per-

kind of state secret, not to be blurt-
ed out.

It you add together some of the

Tvative panaceas that are be-

about the danger nl recession,
for the President perhaps even ‘e
stop trying to push prices down 1o
where people could afford to pay
them. Second, we ought to increase
production. even though the new
problem, as aimost any retailer will
teiJ Jou. 18 not production. but
Third, we ought to curb
hhm- unions and get or keep - gen .
down, thereby insuring that
will be less spending money ln he
hands of the publie,

ADMIRABLE STRUCTURE

natural object. AS to whether it la
the proper aporoach to the techni~
cal problem of selling a lot of goods
In an extremely complex economy i
of course something else again.

Labor’s Latest Unity Attempt Proves Dud

of American Labor' as & new

Another Voice

Tyranny Of The Heniline _ .

AM writing to you,” writes an English
2 to w Post,
“because I think your iufluential paper can
do = lot to bring to an end a frumpish
fashion, I mean these awful longer skirts
that the dictatorial fashion !lp"l.u are
ing to make popular.”

ere! The lssueyls out in. thr open,
where no skirt or drape or lron rurtain
can cover it! In these words and others,
1t heralds & revolt against the tyranny of

[ the hemline, but with a eaution.
| We are not certaln what good any

Irlrl a recession to 1932 I!!n tnches) and

a slow, Tisé until
the war period, there was a leveling off.
Until the postwar experts got busy, the
standard flight.pattern was seventeen
inches.

. It remains to be seen whether there will
be thorough-going sympathy. for the
change on the distaff side, The Post’s cor-
respondent doubtless has spoken for the
men. The ladies are another matter. If, as
many think, they are the more conserv
tive sex, then no rebellion is indicated. The
tyrants of the hem-line will be in full sway
—as usual—Asheville Citizen.

protests do, whether to newspapers
Andirectly or to ladies who make fash-
.dons by observing them. New York and
Parls have sent down a ukase. The mid-
calf, or longer, skirt is the dictate of
fashion. 'l'hl ‘best-dressed woman will wear

Homeless veterans in the East include

one who describes himself as a Mayflower
descendant. But you can't live in & family
tree. a

one—ar else.
Or elsé what? Fashlon, 1t has been said,

Housekeeping in the New York mansion
_nl the weird Collyers must have been &

each
 Tabor's aoume-uuunu boy, wl

ttle like holing up in Fibber McGee's

Rsture. His plan to._ arbitrate jurisdictional disputes.
“If we don't put an end to Jurhﬂ]tueml muum‘ Mur-
a rich !cot ish burr, n ngress is

WASHINGTON

FPHE beckstage aunorphere of the secret AFL-CIO peaca
parieys lnst week was about as Telaxed as one of Clyde &Y ull:. :I o m Eh,
Beatty's wild-animal acts. The performers never took their going o
eyes off other.” Least reitxed wne John L: Green AFL
ho chewed his clgars s hard mrulmm-l dm:mu ot the past 75 years and that noths
colleagues worry abdut his false molars. £ :;ul; :ﬁyd‘:g;edmm them. APL Secretary-Treasuref
Once the were closed, C1O Chief Phil Murray e .
proceeded to 1-y nur. his detailed ideas on labor Lnity. Auto “We've been undble to wark out tn'e ]umduuon;
Workers' Wi Reuther nlso brought  carefully drafted  dispute problem ,amone our own \mln‘r: in the AL T
plan for foint action, They urged that tbe CIO-AFL Fmve more nrobiéms with our own. jurisdictionsl flehis than
undertake & trial marriage b developing a united program with the C1O, 50 how can we m n agree-
to oppase anti-labor legislation
- “Gentlemen, sald, “the fire of Congress is lick=
Ing at the outskirts of labor’s house. If we €an't get to-
gether now. well never do it, 1 propose that We set up a
ot legielative program v the first step toward unity”
AFL Preaident Bill Green objected. He said suf-

had been

i

we
ment with.the CIO?"
Murray warnied fhat unless the furlsdictional mess was
settled, the way would always be opened for, masty labot
leglalation.
“We've got to put olr own house W order.”
faid, “or well have to fage the fire from Congress
little help”

Congress Of American Labor

’rlﬂ!:mmﬂnﬂrefulﬂw budge on this, however,

and turned to the p‘robl!m of nl[l!\\c ]AM!IInXtY Green

hdu\ll.lﬂlhzm(! return to the on 8
equal foqf

Murray
with

garding legislation.
Knocked some of the performers off their seata.

do ing about this legisiation.”
“You can't trust blics Ive
dustrial

tion in-October. Well give

cession he then offered to hand over to the
md Auto Uniors, which are numeric-
could be merged with the larger

roadeast urging defeat of the Democra
B ey workig with the Republicans,

Jurisdictional Disputes

troubled by’

favor setting up a

over-all organization. There's :mthuu wrong with that
you proposed It to the AFL when yoy
ot ee where Inu!llnlloodlnl.
Row than there was then.”

Save Union Dues | i
ROAD-gauged Teamsters Union, Presldent Daniel Tobin
“then takked sbout the great heed for unity.: pointing
out that If the two groups united, considérable financia
sa¥ings could be made.
“It would cut down yaur per capita dues!’ argued T
. “Its mot » qum‘lml of saving dues toavs fnvolved i
replied Murray, “We've built a great orsantation aud
e Tave pride 1o it, Above all. Wee pride In e principles
for which CIO stands. Our-membe:
cost of maintaining it principles.”

Finally, Secretary George Meany Jokingly asked,
"memmmmwnxﬂpnwmnmlw
m.m,, was all set to “gromyko”

—nn' out of the meem in - ot
After more than an hour's haggling, Green again pro-
nueaummlcrommnkl o the APL aa )nlor
. Whereupon John L. Lewis, had on good
n:hmm- during the two m.,. of umf mnl exploded.
'rd fooling arowund snd getting mno-
Where” he fumed SErver o take T arleave "
The soft-spoken Phil Murray began to gather up his °
papers.
P here will be no lnlimld.ll.\:n of the CIO by you or




