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Carolina Shares Britain’s Troubles

1946 the British consumed 384.000,000

pounds of American tobacco, sending
1o the United States $220,000,000 to pay for
1t. North Carolina, of course, got her share
of that bonanza, which represented an in-
crease of about one-third in British con-
sumption over pre-war levels.

“But the-British Government ls now move
ing. and with good reason. to slash Brit-
ain's tobacco bill. Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer Dalton has pointed out that the
ncome from all geods sold to the United
States by Britain (in 1046 Is only equal to
the cost of the Amegican tobacco imported.
It fsn't hard to see what this does to Brit-
ain's dollar credlt, now, so desperately
needed for the purchase of food and tndus-
trial equipment. Parliament the other day
approved An increase In the tobacco im-
port duty from $7.15 & pound to $11.04. This
means that the British smoker will have to
pay 67 cents for a package of cigarettes
made from American tobacco. the object
of the Increase being to force a sharp re-
ductfon In individual tobacco consumption
Our own Government eoxperts believe it
certainly will—probably by at least one
third.

This 15 bad news for North Carolina's to-
bacco farmers. Last year 45 per cent of the
total American tobacco crop went Into ex-
port, and two-thirds of that went to Great
Britaln. This could easily be the margin
between prosperity and depression, for to-
bacco, under our system of sales, is as im-
mediately responsive to the laws of supply
and demand as any commodity we pro-
duce. Moreover, the increase in British duty
poses a grave threat for the future, for cur-
taflment of American exports to Britain
will glve a tremendous boost to tobacco
production In the British colonies, and in
other countries where the trade balance is
more favorable to Britain and import
dutles can be adjusted accordingly.

Reviewing these disturbing figures in an
address the other day, Congressman C. B
Deane of the Eighth District thoughf he
could still detect some rays of hope. But
they depend, unhappily, upon continued
Federal subsidles of one sort of another—
particularly upon the Federal guarantee of
parity prices which ls effective for two
more years, And even Mr. Deane had to
concede that “the question arises how long
the Government ean continue this pro-
gram.” A slenificant straw in the wind. per-
haps, is the Republican Congress’ fallure to

appropriate funds to finance Federal re-
search Into new uses for tobacco.

Mr. Deane also sees some hope In the
International Trade Conference now under
way in Geneva. Undersecretary ‘of State
Clayton’is working for a major reduction jn
international trade barriers, and tobacco is
coming In’ for special attention. But, while
the Southern Congressmen from the tobac-
co districts are offering support for the
trade agreements, representatives from the
cotton-growing sections are, for the first
time in history, beginning to clamor for
protection. 8enator Maybank of South Car=
olina, for instance, in a recent speech be-
fore the American Textile Manufacturers
Assoclation, volced the opinion that the
cotton industry cannot survive in a free
world market. And the manufactuters én-
dorsed his argument that no American dol-
Iar should be used abroad for the restora-
tion of competitive textile industry.

This marks a new division in Southern
thinking The tobacco peaple, It seems. are
elinging. for obvious reasons. to the South's
traditional faith in ‘tarif{ for revenue
only®. But the South’s major mdustry
textiles—and the agriculture that supports
tt. seem to be swinging around to tradi-
tional Republican protectionist views. This
may very well develop inta nne of the most
explosive political tssues i the region, for
certainly we cannot urge Britain to reduce
her duty on tobacco while we Increase ours
on textiles

Both views, n{ course, are predicated pri-
marily upon self-interest. as they always
have been. But it seems to us the best hope
of the future, in the long-range view at
least, still lies in free trade. Tarlff barriers
beget tariff barriers, as we discovered so
painfully in the twentiés, and those bar-
riers alone are enough to divide the world.
And, of course, the tariff is a form of in-
verted Federnl subsidy which can only
place a further strain upon an already
overburdened treasury.

Amerlean tradition — and particularly
Southern tradition—calls for free competi-
tlon in the world's markets. It may be that
economie conditions now demand a tempo-
rary abandonment. or serious abridgement
of that principle. But certainly we should
turn away from it reluctantly. and only as
a desperate last resort If history has any
lesson for us it is that we cannot stand
alone in the world as we certainlv will
have to do if we sever the bonds of free
trade.

Stassen Cross-Examines

‘HE division of American opinion over
Soviet Russia is so sharp as almost to
preclude intelligent debate on the Truman
Doctrine. The man who criticizes any part
of the current program lays himself open
to charges of undue sympathy for Soviet
Russia—with results that were apparent in
Congress where only the most outspoken
--and Independent members dared stand out
against It.
This of course ls a vastly oversimplified
attltude. A man may criticize the Truman
Doctrine on many grounds without elimb-
ing into bed with Josef Stalin, ar even with
Henry Wallace. As proof we need only
point to the vote against it cast in the
House by Representative Doughton of
North Carolina. Mr. Doughton is no ap-
peaser or erypto-Communist, Heaven
knows, but like Senator Byrd of Virginia
he doubts seriously If the United States
wfford to assume the burden of sus-
rerce and Turkey against Gom-
munist agcression

Perhaps a more signifteant critictsm of
the Doctrine has been raised by Harold
Stassen, the Republican Prestdential hope-
ful. Mr Stassen accepts the need for uni-
lateral action in the world tn bolster the
demoeracies against Russian expansion,
but he insists that the program set forth
by Mr. Truman is essentlally negative. The

main effort of the present international ef-
forl will be to preserve a doubtful status
quo, and he believes that; instead, America
should spend her money to create some-
thing better in Burope than eutworn mon-
archles and neo-dictatorships, something
that would stand agalnst Russian Com-
munism on merit

Some of Mr. Stassen's Republican eol-
leagues have accused him of breaching the
bi-partisan forelgn poliey. But that, it
seems to us. is an irrelevancy, and would
be even if Mr. Stassen held office, which
he doesn't. As Samuel Grafton pointed out
the other day the Republicans accept only
that part of the bi-partisan poliey which
alfirms American opposttion o Russia:
when. as In the case of the relief and in-
formation appropriations in the House,
thev disagree with the Democratic method
of implementing the policy they dn not
recognize any restralnt against sabotaging
i

Our nwn idea Is that Mr Staxgen—who
cannot be dismissed in the airy fashion
Henry Wallace Invites—may render a con-
siderable serviee to his country if he con-
tinues in the role of farelgn policy critic
And it wonldn't surprise us If such a course
also added considerably to his chances of
obtalning the Republican nomination in
preference to the silent Mr. Dewey.

The Veterans Hospital Program

E.\RLY in 1046 a Veterans Hospital

‘building program was approved by
Congress and funds appropriated.’ Con-
struction of 75 hospitals, Including one in
Charlotte, was scheduled. But naw.,more
then a year lnter, not a sipgle hospital has
been completed. And. according to the Dis-
abled.American Veterans, ponstruction 'i§
actually underway on only seven

Tt !5 true that the Veterans Administra-
tion has pressed varlous temporary army
hospitals Into seryee and Ras greatly ex-

. panded the zervices avdilable to veterans.
_But. according to DAV calculations, almipst
23000 veterans are at lhli moment awatt-
ing hospital admission.

What has happerfed to the building pro-
gram? We presume that the usual delays
and difficultles have been encountered by
the Veterans Administration. It may even

A be that rising costs have made the original
appropriations entirely inadequate. But
construction has not been impossible, as
witness the amount of private bullding
completed during the same period

‘We don't belleve the present Congress.
economy-minded as it is, would balk at a

» supplementary appropriation for veterans
hospitals if It is necessary to meet higher
construction costs. And certainly those
Federal agencles which control priorities
on bullding materials would give the VA
the very highest rating,

‘There is, then, no good excuse for the de-
lay in finishing these hospitals. The usual
arguments sgainst Government spending
do not apfly in this case. The obligation of
' the Governmeént to provide the best’pos-

sible eare for Me who. were wounded or

“struck down by ifiness while in the service
i!bl,nulny_puuibh question. 8o long as
e < '

there are veterans in need of hospitaliza-
tion, new- hospitals are as much in the
emergency category as planes, guns and
tanks ever were.

We mpy not get our money’s worth out of
hospitals bullt under present conditions,
but the need of veterans for hospitalization
cannot be measured in dollars and cents.
If the Vetérans Administration needs a
popular mandate {t.only fas to ask for it
The general public, recognizing that It can
never.repay 4 fighting man for the loss of

. alimb of of his_health. hms long since made

up its le\d “that he shall have the best
medical ¢dre public funds carr provide. If
those 75 hospitals are needed, they can and
must be built.

Modern divorce, though a great social
evil. does give some office boys a new
grandmother or two for burial purposes in
the baseball season.

On the strength of accusations brought
againit him, a Jap decides to run for the
natlonal legislature—and if you don't un-
derstand it, Bilbo will

L.

1 It's Cousin Winston who Is washed up,
discredited and passe, how come that Att-
lee still seemp to us the interloper?

While a survey shows no state in the
union is entirely without some big game,
we can't help feeling that Rhode Island is

no place for the moose with claustrophobia.

Brave New. World
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Can We Do The Job?

WASHING TON
'HE infinite boredom in a little
room which trans-Atlantic plane

travel provides leaves the return-

ing traveler little alternative to
: s
however briefly, something of the

contest hﬂwren the sovlet Uniun “

and the West now
throughout the Near and Pitiide
Enst, the likeliest subject with
which to while away the long hours
1s simpiy this: Can we do the job?

Certainly the effort which has
alrendy started. te checkmate Sos
Viet expansion by promoting politi-
cal and economic stability in the
Middle East and elsewhere In the
world, will not be an easy job. Yet
given certain conditions, It ¢an be
done.

One cofidition s painfully ob-
vious. That is that Great Britain

. Temain & major

world po
Amettcan palicy in the Middle East
usrely on the assump-
Hon that "Great Brinain remain &
good long-term
simply because a total Britian ecor
nomic collapse. or A Wholesalo
withdrawal of British Influence (or
what Ls.more likely, both together)
would leave a vas vacuum far more
easily filled by the Soviet Union
than by the United States. The
question s therefore pertinent
“How good a bet i Great Britain®"

VARIETY OF ANSWERS
To that question vou can find
in England an infinite variety of
answers. “You cam write us off.”
one prominent Tory remarked to
this reporter. with that intense
pleasure in the lugub
times Attributed to the unsdmire
able English weather
“Glance at the coal cuis for this
Summer, ﬂll\n{‘? At the export fig=
ures, moling  vourselves.
England H1'l never make it" A
dwindling number of enthusistic
Saclalists see the Soclalist millen-
)'u'n ushered In within l rcuP]t nli
V! for Al
ol duncing o the vilage green
What Appear ta be the mnst sensi=
ble and informed observers place
the answer somewhere between
these extremes Their moed s one
of guarded optimis They are
Detting o England. mat ey hase
their fingers crossed
There are all sorts of reasons
why no sensible man would dare to
uncross his fingers in the near fu-
ture, Conl s one Coal is at the
heart of the British economic erisis:
if conl productlon were suddenly
and miraculously to equal pre-war,
the whole country would be out of

me-

3

Samuel Grafton

the woods tomorrow. Yet this
month the hours of work at the
coal face have been reduced to
thirty-five, and played-out Welsh
mines, their seams almost run ou
-ard 3till being worked, while gic]
new unexploited mines in York-
shire are badly undermanned. The
man and part-
‘The miners exhibit
the same eurious lethargy which
characterizes many workers n
many industries in post-war Brit-
ain.  The government has mo car=
rot in the form of copsumption
Roods to offer them, and since it b5
palitically dependent on their good
will. 1t dare not use a stick Yet

there are signs that the meaning ,

of the terrible coal crisis of the
Winter has struck home, and that
nationalization  has  provided @

Despite  wildcat
strikes, the production curve 18
gently up

ANOTHER sYMPTOM ™

Another symptom of the reason
why fingers remain erossed may be

found n the simale fact that dur-

ing the recent Easter recess
Parliament most of the members of
the Cablnet took to their beds n
utter exhaustion  They were on
the verge of total eollapse simply
becaise of the desperate. shortage
of blficient personnel to manage
the tmmense busipess of tranke
forming Britain Inta a semi-Ba.
state One high Labor Party
emarked 10 this reporter
befare the war he and his
caya imagined that
the greatest ohetacle tn sucressful
Sncialism would be the bitter In=
tranaigennce of the ruling
but they had found that the Tl
trouble was nnt barricades in o

streets but getung good men fto

run the show.

The transfer of the baste” eca-
nomic power into the hands of the
sate presupposes men with the
technical training o manage this
vast power Such men have too
often been lacking, and the result
has mot infrequently been some-
thing close tn total administrative
breakdown  But here. too, thers
are signs of improvement

Yei the plain fact s that whate

ever Rovernment Were in  power,

(and the Torv leaders in private
conversation thank their lucky stara
were benten In 1345)
Britain inevitably be
Saliime pertioysty. tlose to the wind
in these past-war years  British

i

v for the return of
the world wuyers market in food

‘The Right To Work’

NEW YORK
HE anu-labor conungent in
making heavy use
of the phrase. “th¢ right to work.”
in its mm against the closed shop
These tactics may backfire. Shoutd
a touch of unemployment show up
this Summer, labor could. with
oniy a slight extension of meaning.
drag out the same phrase to em-
barrass the whole right wing “The
right to work” may easily become
the theme of the next period of
Joblessness; and & number of gen-
temen in shiny blue serges and
bunton-caressing comfort shoes may
yet wish they had not made quite
such maudlin wse of this phrase. as
a smart way te crack aL the unio
It isn't true that the onl

. berious threat to "the right to work”

is the closed shop. In some plants
you can't work if you are over 40
in others you can't work I you are

woman, or a Jew. or a Negro. Yet
asiempts (o et legilation lo protect
“the right t of ho

invaribly. Send
conservatives
g about “the
right to work” into double somer-
raults of fury
‘RIGHT VANISHES

On a broader level, depression it-
self Interferes with “the right to
work " in the Inr)(t ﬂln’(‘l and pos-
tuve way v stmply disape
pears in hwrd times 1 nishes

ight to work” is one of

the most Ummu flants there s in
our soclety; ect to all sorts
T ekincts, pate, whimaeal
capricious and Accidental: and
good many of our philosophers of
the second class even make a vir-
tue of the fact that there is no
right to work: keeps us husthng,
they say, and on our toes

When, therefore. the enly inter-
ference with the sacred but non-
existent “right te work” which as-
tounds and horrifies Congress, and
moves it to action, turns out also
to be the only one which has
ever redounded to the worker's
benefit, the closed shop. one is en-

titled to make yukking and hoot
ing sounds of disbeliel
r Congress will. in effect

giviog the worker a “right to work™
enforceable only agatnst his owi
union. and against nobody else in
the whale country. Thal is not
really a very useful writ: it ls
like giving somebody in Timbuctoo
a life pass on the Third Avenue
Elevated
WORKER V5. WORKER

This bizarre and mughty docu-
ment bids the worker to look into
hix mirror if he wishes to sec his
own worst enemy: it aughorizes mm
to split himsel! in two,
fight. undercut and underbid ime
self, and It alsa authorizes him
to put himself into fail in case ha
should happen through the medium
and by the means of organization
to do himself some good

The fatal defect is the narrows
ness of “the
ciple on the hasis of which the ban
against the closed shop Is sought.
For. actually, this Is not a case of a
bill being drawn in defense of an
established principle: 1t 18 & case
of a prineiple being invented in
order to justify a bill

In practice, “the Tight ta work®
% feastully cireumseribed among
us for of all sorts of in-
terests, for the sake of plant own
ers. for the sake of prejudica
against minorities. for reasons of
sex prejudice and the like In lime
fting the right of some to wmk
via the closed shop.
7ot been def¥ing on® of eur cultural

. concepts. but merely using it

i this case for a well-defined soclal
purpose.
INVITING DANGER

¢ conservatives are clearly in=
vitng the danger’that the narrow
nttle principle they have so sweet-
Iy contrived for the -sake of their
precious bill will suddenly be ac-
eepted, at face, value, by the com-
munity
mentous rr'nlh B
back not entirely unpluum tn
those who like to see a bit of order
In the universe.

WASHINGTON
T didnt make the sacial columns, but Sectetary of Stats
Murshall has just held his first dinner party after re-
-biirning from Mosow. and the guest hat indicates that some
old wounds are healed.
The dinner was held in the home NelsontRockefelfer has
toaned Marshall. Guests included  Gen. Bedell Smith. U. 8.
~Ambs nvr to Moscotg Mr. and Mrs Jack McCloy. former
ceetary of now head of the World Bank:
Mt ettt ot least, the former Secretary of sum and
Mrs. Byrnes

There was & {ime when shrewd, likeable Jimmy Byrmes
would not have sat doem comfortably with General Marshall.
The diccomfiture started more sthan one year ago When
Byrnes came back from his own misston to Moscow—after
A fnilure no worse than Marshall's—and was welcomed by &
barrage of criticism from some of President Trum:
medisge staff, Several of them, led by Admiral Leah;
Triman to drop Byrnes and replace him with General Mar-
shall as Secretary of State. In fact a message was sent to
Marsh in China, on a secret War Department code
<0 that it would not be seen by the State Department, asking
Marshall to be available.

Premature publiclty, however, helped upset this plan.
But even the goodnatured Jimmy rankled at these maneuvers
~thaugh he pever blamed Marshall for them. As a sort of

token of friendship, however, and in order to compare notes
on Russla, both men sat down last week and broke bread to-
gether,

Program For Greece

OW that President Truman has been voted his money

for Greece and Turkey, he faces the all-important ques-
tion of exactly how he will spend it. Upon this largely de-
pend two things: .

1. Whether. we have peace o War with Russia.

Whether Harry Truman is re-elected President of the
States

garding the less MHportant of thes two points, 1t 18
Interesting to note that the quarter Hllllnn dollars we are
civing Greece will FUn out one year from now. just as the
1948 political campaign is getting hot And 11 Harry Truman
has to come bac the taxpayer at that time and ask for
more dough for (‘.rFt-cr then you can write It down as defl-
uite that he will be a one-shot President. .

10, on the other hand. the Greek program is a success,
the so-called Truman doctrine may go down in history. An.d
* far more important. the peace of the world may be

nm(rnn[i\ stabilized.

World War I, this writer spent two years in and
ot ‘of Oreece on Balkan reconstruction work, s pernaps
knows a little of the difficult problem the United States faces
n rebuilding this hectic corner of the world. Based on this
experience, it is my belief that if any one nation is qualified
to elp 1ift Greece from its present imbroglio of strife and
corruption, it is the United States. And even thoush my

Repub jends may suspect me of lrying to help re-

slect Harry Truman, here are some of my own ideas on how

Harry can spend our money so get 100 cents out of loans io Greece.
each of our 250000000 Greek relfef dollars: aro

Pearson’s Program For Greece

1. Use the King of Greece as MacArthur has used the
Emperor of Japan. Let the King write the decrees, but let
the United States guide his pen—and guide its most care-

2. Forget the State Department’s mid-Victorian idea
that we are not going to interfere with the soverelgnty of the
Greek mment, and instetd lesd the, Greek Govern-
ment — by the nase though throng — almost
every step of the wa: eowice oo il X!\lp to our necks
In the crookedest, elion dictatorship that ever foaled the
dictator-polluted Balkans. <

;},‘;,f’f;'ﬂ:jf‘,’g;‘,’,’,’,’;;‘, : Byrnes & Marshall Break Bread Together

n't waste money an the Greek Army. They

need any more weapons of hate with which 10 kill civilians,®
And they cant bring the guerrillas down from the hills,
even wh more weapons.

Grant immediate smnesty to alk poljtical prisoners

and cxnr-.r.—v.un an American guarantee behiid it. ° This

American guarantes should artract all the rebels down {rom

the hills, except the Communists wha are relatively. small in
ber

5.
ports

Ute most of the American cashi 16 rebulld thie key
of Salonika. Piraeus, and the rallroad bridges. This

will both give employment and get the trade of Greece back
on its feet. If this can be dome in a single year, private
banks or the World Bank can go in the second year with

ordinary

loans to finance the rest of Greek recons

struction.

If, on the other hand, U. 8. dollars are squandered on
arms, plus goods which only bolster the ruling Royalists and
eventually reach the black ‘market. then Greece will be back
asking for more dough one vear hence.

with us and report back to

Make sure the British forego their previous private
British_bankers, charging Interest. at
15 per cent, formerly drained a heavy portion of

une
the Greek budget.
1.

Ask the United Nations to appoint observers to work
the UN on everything we do.

This should partially offset the slap in the face we gave
the United Nations by going ahead with Greek aid in-
dependently. It snould also prepare for eventual taking over

ly, appoint—through the King—a new coalition

nal
cabinet representing all ‘political (n:llnn.\ except the Com.

rn\mll&l and Fascists.

who collaborated with

e hermmais i who are, D TeAreRcItES, 1n the. cabias:
n\uaL be mmmm: A Demiocratic, middle-of-the-road cabl-
net 13 the only hape to Lift the one-time cradle of democracy
out of its present slough of anti-democracy.

right to work” prine



