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Inmu Albright figured the
‘veterans’ vote Into his cal-

r last woek. Mr. Albright,
ne of the founders and the now-re-
d secretary of the GI Democratic or-
Hon, must have relled heavily upon
military service at one time.

tainly the unimpressive record of the
offers little
tlon seems to have acquired
‘erities than members In its year of
S ration, and it is facing up
lhﬂmmt at the polls in the Char-
- municipal elections with a mixed
that Includes GIs dating back:to the

wlu to be brought about by the young,
progressive veterans of World
ar Il
‘There is no Indication that the veteran's
|vote, or independent, has thus
far been a major factor in any election
. Certainly it was not & determin-
|ant In the 1948 Congressional contest, for
¥ ;

Oll! of the good bills that disappeared
In the race toward Legislative ad-
t was the “slum-clearance” meas-

if it had been housing would have been a
prime political lssue. A few candidates may
have found their military seryice an asset,
but apparently no really strong contender
found the lack of a war record a handlcap.

There could be a reversal of form be-
tween now and 1048, but thus far there is
no sign of 1. The veteran seems to have
done a remarkably complete job of aban-
doning his special status, assuming all his

old habits of thinking along with his eivil-

jan elothes. A sharp economic recession
might change all this of course. endowing
the veteran with a new class consclousness.
But 50 long as the present wave of pros-
perity continues it seems that no D(ﬂlll!‘ll
consideration excites him—not even the
abject faflure of the Government and/or
the private buflding industry to met his
acute housing needs

All of which means that Mr_Albright will
very probably have to take his chances in
the open ficld In 1948 There will be no
point tn campaigning as a champlon of the
Gls s0 long as the GIs have no apparent
desire to be champloned There may come
2 day when the veteran's vote must be
reckoned With in North Carolina, but it 18
certainly not here yet,

Good Bill Lost In The Shuffle

that the proprietor of rental housing & in
a competitive fleld. which means that the
least responsible owners can hold down the
rents, and of those who honestly

‘wre that ‘would have
‘housing standards in all citles of over 10,-
000 in North Carolina.

Despite the soclal Implieations of its title,
hardly have been classi-
fled as liberal legislation. If was sponsored
by the North Carolina Association of Real
Estate Boards, and was a pet projeet of its
p.bl- president, J. ¥ Barrentine of Char-

could fiot protest

by their own representatives.

It would, of course, have eventually re-
guired the owners of sub-standard rental
property to spend some money to meet pre-
scribed minimum standards of econstruc-
tion, floor-space, sanitation, etc. But this
would, as the Real Bstate Board recognized,
be good business in the end for It would
result In an eventual increase in property
Yalues.

-3 might be.argued that the property-
owners themselves are free to clear slums,
as Individuals, any time they feel ltke it.
This argument, however, lgnores the fact

denire to improve their property. The meas-
ure would simply haye placed a floor under
urban housing in North Carolina and set
forth the minimum requirements for dwell-
Ings that are to be inhabited by human be-
ings. Applying with equal force to all prop-
erty-owners, L would have provided & fair
and reasonable means of wiping out the
blighted areas that mark all our citles.

The measure generated no particular op-
position In the General Assembly. It ex-
pired quietly In committee, one of those
things the members didn’t find time to get
around to—a rather typical reaction of a
Legislature that showed no great concern
with progressive legislation of any sort.

Mr. Barrentine says his Association will
try again next session—starting earlier and
fighting harder for action. We hope the
realtors stick to their guns. for they make
an impressive case on behalf of their
measure. And perhaps two years from now
the Charlotte Housing Ordinance, upon
which the state bill was modeled, will have
been In operation long encugh to show con-
crete results.

Preserving The Democratic Monopoly

I]'lﬂ political deal. or arrangement by
L which one party, group or faction per-
petuates its own power is & famillar, and
perhaps an essential part of the political
scene In these United Btates. We doubt,
however, if the deal has quite the standing
anywhere It enjoys In North Carolina. It Is,
in one form or another, written into Demo-
cratic Party rules and sometimes even into
law. Such arrangements as the rotation of
the governorship between East and West,
the gerrymandered Congressional Districts
of the Republican belt, and the Mecklen-
burg-Gaston judiclal spolls division are
hallowed by tradition.

These things are usually discussed open-
Iy by politicians without fear of adverse
public reactlon. But apparently there is a
limit beyond which even the most cynical
paliticlans do not care to go, In public at
Jeast. The limit was reached in the House
of last week.

:;fnolher Voice

tive Huskins, arguing against a bill that
would require annual automobile safety in-
spections, appealed to his fellow-Democrats
to defeat the measure in order not to an-
ger the voters of the mountain districts
who might start voting Republican in re-
taliation.

This brought a somewhat explosive re-
action from Representative Umatead. who
announced that if the Democratic monop-
oly can be preserved only by endangering
the lives of highway travelers in North
Carolina 1L s high time the Democratic
Party went out of business A majority of
his colleagues appeared to concur, and the
incident was hastily closed

This does not. of course establish a clear
line between polities and the affalrs of

ate, or guarantee that never the twain
shall meet. But 1t does demonstrate that
the consclence of the Democratic Party in
North Carolina has not vet suffered com-
plete atrophy. and such demonstrations
are as welcome as they are race.

Good Riddance To A Bad Bill

W’!!N the House killed ihe “city op-
tion” liquor bill by unanimous vote

Tednesday we tfust that it disposed of the
eontroverted liquor question for the fe-
mainder of the 1947 legislative session,

‘The merits of this legislation can be ar-
gued 'interminably by partisans of both
‘viewpoints. For jnstance, I can be sald
with truth that municipalities (of 5440
population og over) are governmental en-
titles which have a right to decide the
question for themselves. And it can be
#ald with equal truth that a county should
‘not be excluded from the business of a mu-
nicipality where that business affects the
welfare of the people of the county.

PBut these arguments are really beside
the point. Without entering tB¥ debate
said, we think, that a measure of

should not have been brought

which has run like a hidden current
through the whole session Is-the quéstion
closed? Theti it Is good riddance.—Ashe-
wville Citizen. .

A reported shortage of Army second lleu-
tenants may Be corrected by the budget
sh. If deep enough. It riay be decided to
supplant the many surplus colonels with
cheaper labor.

The experiences of veterans building
homes of fresh lumber recall anothef. of a
local smoker whose genulne French brier
broke out Into Michigan cherry blossoms in
a wet Spring.

The congratulations of one and all to
the court that 15 sending up the fast-talk-
ing Von Papen. It {inally got a sentence in
edgeways.

Burprise of the Lillenthal hearing was
testimony In regard to a Tennessee nudist
camp, bringing together the old romantic
twosome, Atom and Eve.

‘Though we lived through It all before, In
1920, we never cease to .be startled by a
post-war price getting its second wind.

Nty

Pro gre Report

~,
‘I Thought Your Friend Couldn’t Stay Long’

The Industrial South

(NOTE: The following report on Southern In-
dustrialization ls condensed from the 1947 Blue
thern Prua’n-ss published by The
Manufacturers Record.—Eds. THr News)
ALL phases of Lhe ceonomy cttected notadle guins,
with expansion of manufacturing enterprise <
Ing especially outstanding results. During the perod
snce the last natlonal census of manufactures, man-
ufacturing In the South increased ite aggregate vaiue
of production from a little over $11 billion to $20 1 2
billlon in 1945 Physical volume expanded about 50
per cent. dollar value nearly 100 per cent
Food manufacturing continues to hold the lead
it enjoyed before the war, and textile manufacturing
retaing s prevar second-place rank Chemical pro-
duction. spurred Its vital position in the war
my of the nation. stepped up to third place
Products of petraleum and coal also vital 1o the war
effort. held firm in fourth place
In the ordir of their 1945 value of products, the
nineteen major manufacturing groups in the Soutn
showed the following gains over 1939

1939 145
Pood unnummnn: . $2,006.366.000 $3613 415000
Textlies & C 1431798000 2.343.731.000

Chemie
Petroleum-Coal
Transportation !numrrwnl
Tobaeco Product

Tron-Steel

Lumber. Timber

Apparel =
P‘p-?l

Machinery {exeept Elec.)
Printing-Publishing

Electrical Machinery 112.368.000
ather - 250 036,000
Automobiles = 201 665000
Rubber Products 79,611 000
E growth easily recognizable from these com-

arative figures Is further mirrored in the in-
creased flow of raw materials from Southern farms,
mines and forests.

Transportation and power facilitics likewise have
made substantial gains, comsistent with the restric-
tions placed upon them out of regard for more vital
llrllmr)ﬂ(?&"lllu Ench of these accessory Indus-
tries made Impressive gains and turned out remark-
Able war records.

lore the six-year period presently sur-

veyed, the growth trend of the South was in evi-

dence. The South was the first to rebound from the

deptmn of the depression of the early thirties States

“he Mason-Dixon line were well along the road

of n’t wery before other sections had yet reached
the bottom of their slump

There were solld, but natural. reasons under-
Iytng the South's resiilency The South. long before
s an outgrowth of war, had experienced depresston
that was more than any ordigary cyclieal slump It
had arisen virile and strong from a condition that
came close to annihilation By the attending hard-
ships of that period the traditional hardihood and
courage In Southétn character were crystallized. and
these qualities are now striingly revesled in the

Drew Pearson’s «

Merry-Go-Round *

ability of the Bouth to weather economic storms
and squally more effectivel than might otherwise
nave been th

It was inevitable that this wabllity should be-
ome noticeable to those holding capital seeking

tment Durtag the period of the na-
Nt depression. the migraton of In-
ward was conspleuous AL the same
well-established industries n the South
were registering renewed expinsion  Tobacco man-
ufucturing textile production of all kinds including
the marvelous new synthetics, food manufacture. lum-
ber output. furniture making and naval stores—all
these were marking Up Sharp gains even before the
impetus given them by war nctivity [
The last Governmental statistics bearing on pro
duction and value of products by xtates are those
30 Census of Manufactures Those figires

trial production up to that time
rver, reveal the much RIgher peak that
attained since WAt vear

The new factories that have come to the South
have done 0 because of the rich natural and human
resources to be found in the South  Pronded on
such baste strength they can be counted on to remain,
and by the resulls of their uperation L Attract
others

Senafsr Soaper Says:

OMEONE traces the hog shortage back to Wallnce
3 and the slaughter of baby pigs, and e guess i's
OK. ns Hoover taok the rfp for eoneitions portray
In a 1938 revival of “Uncle Tom's Cabin *

Maybe an Army-Navy merger can be pulled off
wishout untoward fneldent: but would those pup-tent
ooles support a ses hammock?

nized word, why

1t “unauthoritative ox
McKeflar, on the

arert there unauthorities—like
A-Bomb?

v strictly local jokes interpolated in network
brondeasts nut of Holvwood are not code messiges,
a3 some surmise. A code message can be fathomed
if you're sharp

1t 1s suggested the Britih cousin make applica
tion for admission to the USA This accards with
the anclent political precept. "I you can't beat them
foin them,” mfier 170 vears

Today's oppartunity Assuming he gives back the
000 volumes and that each 1s (wo Inehes thick, Hank
Morgenthau with all that shelf room becomes a live
prospects for 50 yards of bool

Palitics:  An endless process of tossing out bu-
reaucrats drunk with power and setting up drinks
for the new crowd

F bedume stories must be included in our broad-

custs beamed wi Russia. 3t would be tactful per-
haps to identify the largest of the three bears as
the proletariat

Hood! Luctgno. awaiting depabtation
Cuts, nssis he I going straigh Ag the Judge taid
m @ an old Keystone, “1 can see It In
S e

M argm'a Childs

Atomic Timetable

WASHINGTON
ERE is & timetable. It 15 & time-
table that speaks eloquently of
the terrible dilemma of our time.
October 1. 1939 — Pirst meeting
of the President’s advisory com-
mittee on uranium; the first step
to consider whether atomic bomb
was possible.
ber 6, 1#41 — Declsion
reached for “all out* effort to
achleve the bamb, with reorganiza-
tion of aclentific groups to direct
different phases of the project.

A , 1945 — PFirst atomic
bomb in history dre on Hliro-
shima, with an estimated 66000

August 1, 1048 — President signs
biil passed by Congress creating U.

Atomic  Energy Co
with control over atomic energy
praject pisced o bogrd of civilians
ominatian by

1966 —
Pt of Dedid £ Lilennal to
be cl Atomic Energy
Commission.

January 31, 1047 — Hearings on
Lillenthal appointment start be-

“fore Senate ,Atomic Energy Com-

mittee

March 10, 194 Confirmat
reported to ‘senate for asbate

March 24, 1947 — Debate on con-
firmation begins.

April 7 — Final action of Lillen-
thal appointment.

TOO OPTIMISTIC?

ps It Is optimistic to put
question mark after April
ose who have set out deliberately
1o confuse, delay and obfuscate the
whole issue mean to set the date
shead as far aa possible.

Once the “all out” signal was
siven, 1 look lite mere than three
years to develop atomic
Tlasion and the atomic bomp, Near-
Iy two years have gone by aince
first bomb was dropped, and
we have not yet been able to agree
on the kind of political adminis-
tration to which we will entrust
this new force,

But the deb-w which hit & new

ical life, has done
t has shown, with
almost frightening clarity, the
intentions of those who have used
not o direct attack but every
Kind of cunning and subterfuge to
prevent the confirmation of Lilien-
thal

That came out finally from Sen
Robert A Taft of Ohto Sen Taft
WANLS (0 gIVe ALomIc energy back io

[

Stewart Alsop

the military. He has e all
the i répudiated

Acheson-Lillenthal Te-
all the long,
et M.
the United Nations Atomic Energy
Taft of Ohlo
ko

four-square with

of Moscow,

CHOICE OF DEATH
The Taft choice s the

chaice of
death Instead of life. It sgems to
imply a deep distrust of the living
world; rejecting hope and cling-
ing to t fear. That Is &
sad tary at m time of the
year when our thoughts turn to &
rebirth of the spirit mnmun
lu'-l Oalilean who brought

:he <

riors, some Senal are
saying that hints and innuen-
does have Influenced them.

This cuts so

Tore by peaceiime andes the. 1bth.
step of the military. and no law
that Sen, Brewster ey prapole ean
compel them to, t is & fact no
amount of o lm'y can alter.

1t I lnlnmﬂn( that so much of
the courage in come
irom the YouRger med in the Sen-

of California, and Morse of Ore-
zon They are facing f not
backward
OMINOUS OVERTONE
nservatives such as Sen. E. H
Moore of Oklahoma oppose Lilien-
thal because he ls a New Dealer in
favor of public power. That ls an
honest point of view which ¢an be
respected It s the tntriguing of
the Ohdo twins, Taft and his cal-
league, Ser. John W Bricker, that
ves a0 ominous overtone fo e
portant debate. It makes the
nmmhl- lwk like a timetable tnx
Armaged

An QOutdated Luxury

JERUSALEM
NE polnt at least s crystal elear
to any sensible man who surveys
the Middle East from the vantage
potnt of this Intensely poiitical cit
America ean no more Mmit 1ts in-
tervention in Middle Eastern affairs
than the hopeful lady In the joke
could rematn just & lttle bit preg-
nant  Having_begun the job in
ireece and Turkes the United
States must ko on o stabilize the
whole Middle Emstrrn situstion
The first ftem on the agenda in
the #ffort ta stabilize the situation
in the Middle East must unavold-
ADIE be a settlement in Palestine
And that In turn tmplles somathing
that b going to be nretty disap-
pointing to cértain Ameriean ooll-
tietans and global thinkers We
Ameriea ean no longer afford the

fuxury of shouting advice and ex-
hortations from the sidelines. while
refusing to nssume any bur
responsib lities

IMMODERATE INDULGENCE

in that luxury. It may be none of
Frnest Bevin's business {f Mr. Tru-

an's demand last yesr for the im-
mediate Immigration of 100,000 Jews
into Palestine was affected by do-
mestic political consideratons. The
plain fact is that it was so affect-
e, The Grady olen. which pro-
Hdrd for two semi-a

nnumvm by
State James P Bymes
ably regarded by the American
Cabinet. :

¢ American Zlonists strongly
objected to it. and no doubt with
good reason. since it would have
left Jewish {mmigration subject to
the veto of the British High Com-

ance might mean the lows of im=
portant districts In New York City.
There 15 nothing disgraceful in
this. it 15 the way American de-
mocracy works. What does seem un-
somiruule i that the United States
demand that a difficult pol-

ley should be pursued without of
fering to shoulder the slightest res
sponsibility for its implementation.
As one British official remarked to
this reporter. "Por years. you have
been saying. 'You do It George'
One of these days, we are going to
say. ‘Why dom't you do 17"
More unadmirable still seems the
tendency

fering miserably in

the  European
displaced persons’ camps. Nothing
has tended more thoroughly o un-
lermine American moral authority
in thix part of the world

DIFFICULT PROBLEM

The problem of American policy
toward Palestine and the Middle
East is an inordinately difficult one.
It will Tequire the most hardhe;
thin! m unravel

it An exampl kind of
thinking -nlm -1|| un-m]y not
begin ta unravel it may be found (0
Bartley C. Crum’s recent remark-
able contributions to & national

TIME FOR BANKRUPTCY
1t Mr. Crum
rectly reported.,
would seem to R
Niibe wh tongh e, 15rge mfont
o Paleatine and who Whabit_ the
neighboring atates, should be stud-
lously disregarded in any settlement
of the Palestine lssue, despite
nklin DGEE’V‘;II s assurances
1

articles are
the Ilelul\nnl
m

to Ton Saud in d, that

obviously the central political fac-
tor here, should be blithely ondltted
by Ameriesn policy mckers from

lrumrtn; about forelgn policy, we
had petter dec political

Senator Claude Pepper. now so cos-
lly In agreement, as the joint re-
celvers.

Spotlight Focused On President*s Aide

= ‘WASHINGTON
£ speech which Jimmy Byrnes s making at Westmiinster

Callege. Pulton, foruses the wnn[gm on one of the
most_ Interesting any unique triends

—his_blustering, MaJ *Gen
Vaughan

When Winston Churchil] took the long trip to Fulon
Mo.. to make his famous speech proposing an Anglo-Ameri-
can alllance against Russia, the world pondered the mystery
of why se Westminster College. an institution with
only 300 students. The answer was that it is Harry Vaughan's
alma mater.

And Jimmie Byrnes' first speech ince his retirement
as Secretary of State is being made at Fulton for exactly the
same reason. In both cases, the President of the United
Etates personally requestad two of the world's most eminent
statesmen to speak at the alma mater of his military alde

Ay which highlights an observation sometimes made

nd the White House that Harry Truman would do gny-
mml under the sun for his friend. Harry Vaughan. It also
e extraordinary activity of the Presi-
d.nl‘l -bu.lllant nt. lrrepresaible milkary aide.
the opinion of seasoned Washinaton
White, Howss funetionary in years has stuck e hand ity
& Government with such vigor,
frequently with wich disdatn, Tor the Fblis tateret e te
blunt-spoken, ble ex-manufacturers’ representative from
Missour! who shot mmumkmsﬂm.ymplum
the i

gold braid, the private limousine, unkeys and all the
mwmnmmmmmnwmmmmmm

Presi-
Meddlesome Harry 9
ENERAL VAUGHAN has not merely
on the Russian

g

President Truman's
ly military

Miae

wrist watches
fsted about it; not
Ed; Hoover

the newspaj
D. C. District Attorney whom he
the Attorney Oeneral of the United

per accounta of it
should™

States whom he should not prosecute, In addition, this
indefatigable geAtieman has also tried 1o tell the Secretary
of Agriculture how to run his department and has stuck
various mgrkeywrenches into State Department machinery
on behalf of his ryalist friends regardiig Greece

Vaughans attempt to dictate to Secretary of Mrlculmﬂ
Anderson 18 considered one of the most med:
various meddlesome moves which- meddling Harry has made
backstage In the Truman Administration:

Last year whin Furope was starving and the American

le were eating one slice nr bread per meal, Secretary
Anderson cut the quotas of grain allocated to distillers and
Drewers He felt that with the entire American public afked
o foregu bread, jhe liquar snd beer interests could forego
part of their outplit.

4 as starvation in Europe continued, Anderson also
was under pressure to make a still further cut In grain for
distillers. At this point. General Vaughan called up and
Lsked Anderson whether distillers’ quatas were FOIng to o br
changed during the next quarter. Anderson replied that he
did not think so

han scemed satistied and said no more.

Friend Of Whisky D
HORTLY afterward, however, the shortage became
) even worse, and Anderson took another slice out of the

illers

dmumm].nnmll uu:wsmhelmmwml

speaking engageme: ‘While a assistant, Nathan
Koenis, N\Phnn!ulllmmehddm‘.nﬂa-qlkk_
“What do you mean, changing the distillers' quota with-

out Informing me?” Vaughan stormed. “I'm the obe you are
to deal with = that. 1 had assurances the quotas
would not and [ want this order rescinded im-

angs
Tedintely. T that Searr

“Tell the General” mpuﬁ’ Anderson, after ca mguny
listening to his mhum “thal he was not confirmed by thi
Senate 10 act-us Seeretary of Agriculture.”

Anderson's previous reduction in distillers’ grain
quotas remained.

Vaughan And Grcekn
(TEER, officials hate beep more pllabie. When Vaughan
docmmt want 4 eritc of the King of Greece to visit

Mm:u high State Department officials refuse a
nd the most pliable of all seems to e President. him-
!l"
re seems to be not do
That un-

'nmxn.mm Arclmllho'pA enagoras and to
Danels, the Greek priest with the dublous Rwhunn
whom FOR had ded

lined to see.




