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* Cowrt.” “Harsh and angry words, certatnly,
'h;\nymuuu,

“There could be only two legitimate mo-
_tyea behind the Lewis order. If the stated
. purpose’ of mourning Is accepted at face

- one-day, or even & one-] -hour, work
ge marked by appropriate ceremonies
?nm adequate. On the other

the UMW boss Is seriously trying

srds a one-week strike is totally inade-
quate; to support such a demand he would
have had to pull the miners out of the pits
and threaten to keep them there unm the
Iu.pel are made safe.

A good many competent observers believe
that the great John L. is secretly promot-
ing & merger of the CIO and the AFL with
‘the idea of ultimately capturing the leader-  fon
“ship of & un new unlon and establishing
bimselt as the American labor czar, The
* - “mourning strike" ls presumed 1o be a part
~ of that grand strategy—ea spectacular ges-
ture of deflance that will demonstrate his
absolute control of his own unlon and im-
_ press rank and flle members of all unlons
. with his courage and his shrewdness.

‘A Topic For Jefferson Dav

The percentage of Demoeratic votes re-
corded by members of the North and South
Carolina delegations

Democrats in the 80th Congress are
‘considerably more loyal to their Party
than were the Democrats of the 78th, but

. Extmvagant Gesture

But It seems to us this Is an oversimpli~
fication. In the first place even the mem-
bers of the UMW wure going to realize sooner
or later that the loss of & week's pay is a
pretty high price to pay for bolstering thelr
lender’s ego. And other labor leaders must
realize that there is certain to be a pay-off
for Lewis' defiance* sooner or later—very
‘probabty in the form. of restrictive legisla~
tion that will apply to responsible union
bosses just as it does to the great John L.
By and large, Lewis seems likely to gener-
ate far more hastility among union men
than loyalty,

‘The explanation of the “mourning strike”
probably lies in John L. Lewis' egocentricl-
ty. The accldent at Centralia came at a
moment when he was licking his wounds
and it provided a perfect opportunity for
the old man to shout deflance in reason-
able safety. He could rely upon the Bu-
preme Court's sense of decorum to guaran-
tee against official notice of his gesture,
No comparable sense of his own would re-
strain him from exploiting
that befell a hundred members of his ufi-

they still do not approach the discipline Senate
displayéd by the Republicans. Part of this, Hoey
we suppose, may be attributed to the nat- Umstead .
ural erosion of long years in power, but the Johnston
voting record still indicates a fundamental Maybank
cleayage among the Democrats, a division House
the conservative wing, largely Barden
Southern, and the xnlln Bonner
This is by a

| study of the voting record for the first  Clark .
- three months of the current Congressional Cooley
session. There were 34 stralght partlsan Deane
roll-calls in the Senate and nine in the Doughton
House. Republican discipline in the House Durham
‘was almost perfect; 90 per cent of the GOP Folger
‘members followed the Party line on 100 per Jones .
cent of the roll-calls, and only a single Re- Kerr .

. publican fell below the 75 per cent level. Redden
However, only 40 per cent of the Democrats Bryson _
‘yoted with their own Party 100 per cent of Dorn
the time, and 22 per cent voted Democratic MeMillan
on less than 75 per cent of the roll-calls. In Richards .
the Senate 87 per cent of the Republicans Riley
followed the line on 90 per cent or more of  Rivers

the roll calls, while only 48 per cent of the
Democrats gave thelr Party leadership
-~ com e loyalty.
Three Democratic Senators voted with
. the Republicans more often than they did
with their own Party All three are South-
erners—8enators Byrd of Virginla (37 per
cent Democratic), MaKellar of Tennessee
(38 per cent) and O'Daniel of Texas (17 per
cent). Four of the six Democratic Repre-
sentatives who cast a majority of thelr
votes “with the GOP also hail from one-
party states,

doth

the tragedy

Al of this, however, is heside the point--
the polnt being that Lewis has once again
demonstrated that present labor laws do
not provide the publie with sufficlent pro-
tection against unscrupulous unlon bosses.
And he has done so at a moment when any
change In the labor code Is more Iikely to
be punitive than constructive.

79th

Congress Congress
6 67T .

conversation

Mecklenburg’s Donation To York

1846, Bouth Carolina’s retail liquor deal-

ers earned, If they charged the maxi-

mum prices allowed under the law, & gross

profit of $10,604,086. This makes the liquor

- business a major trade In our neighboring

state and provides a disturbing commen-
tary on the state of public morals.

But before any citizen of Mecklenbuirg
attempts to cast stones across the border,
1t might be well to examine the figures in
more detail. “Only three countles in South

Carolina topped the million dallar mark in
gross retail liquor profits in 19486—Charles-
ton, Richland (Columbia) and’ York.

“The liquor stores of our nelghboring cqun-
ty sold enough -the .stuff to guarantet a .
few dealers a gross orofit of $1026,721.. Did
all these tainted dolars come out ef the
pockets of the good citizens of York? "Not,

t, by & good many jugsful. York

261,

burg.

$703,460.

l'l'ATl: DEPARTMENT ‘misslon Is go-

ing to Nepal, fn the eastern. Himala-

a8 between and Tibet. It will set up

i Mﬂm an tuss development of Ne-

_palese resources which, besides Mount Ever-
Gurkha

mese.

plumbed energles

None of this, nl course, can be of more
than academlc Interest so long as the South
malintains only a single political party. It
is worth noting, however, that only five
out of the 22 Carolinfang in Congress find
it possible to go all the way with even so
conservative a Demucratic Administration
a3 Mr. Truman's has become in the past
twelve months. This might provide an in-
teresting toplc of
Democrats when they gather on Jefferson
Day to voice their eternal loyalty to the
Party of Je!ff erson, Jackson, and Roosevelt.

for the

with a population of 63.707) was only $233,~

The other $793.460 showing black on the
books of York's llquor dealers i3 amannual
donation from the citizens of Mecklen-
And this, of course,

‘I Call My Men Out Ev

ry Month’

' ‘cOAL MINE
’ f.ATALITJE;

PeoEle’s Platform

Phantoms Of Unreality

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tur Nrws

TTHE past projects itself into our Lhinking sng we
become ihe prisoners of tradition and custom

thereby.

‘We clank the chains of habit In eur efforts to
escape from the mass mental fnertia  ldeas and
concepts are lnzily acecpted by the people and flow
through the generations untl challenged by Lhe
lessons of experience.

In order for m free people to use in salety lo
fhemselves the Instruments of democracy or achieve
its potential benefits. that people must lrarn te base
fts concepts above the mass lnstincts of the herd
Pailure to do &6 leaves them at the mercy of design-
Ing men who are able thereby to place them under the
spell of prejudice and fem, It s easy to maintain
the dominence of a political party when its leaders
can year after year, generation after generation. suc-
ceasfully parade the phantoms of unrealty.

When John C. Calhoun, of South Casolina, blazed
upon the political empyrean as the brightest star in
the galsxy of Southern statesmen he dreamed the
dream of sectional political snlidarity an:
and at one time propeded & dual prestdery
the Bouth and one from (he rth, which
would protect the Southern n ple
contiderad the hostile and evil concepts of the people
nf the other states of the Unlon It was an evil
drem. The concomitants of that policy were the
war with Mexico,
power to the Southern section.
her constitution a clause nllowing her the right to
divide Inte five states and send tbn United States

to Congress): the tug for supremacy in
“Bloody Kansas” and the other Western territories:
stubborn contests In Congress Legal decisions
proved futlle and _the=South finally came to the end
of the long contagt for sectionsl supremacy and re-
mained soverelgn flates in the Union but as a section
tnferior in population and pelitical strength.

The last feeble bulwark of Southern sectional
political power — the two-thirds rule in national
Democratie eonventions—was wiped out by Roose-
vell and mow the South. as far ms the Democratie

arty Is concerned, a long as It maintains s
political, solidarity. at the mercs of the North and
Wes. and any doubtful Northern or Western state
has more Influence in the national Democratic Party
than all the eleven Solld Seuth states combined.
Thus forever died Calhoun’s dream. Thus stands
repudiated In American politics the concept of secs
tionalism and thus sectionalism and one-partytsm and
Ita only consistant purpose, the undemocratic con-

supremacy,
one from

Nepal Pole And Pe]ehu

only  Epl. which is the essence and eore of Southern
Det of . not defeating, an appo-
Stion pariy. has coma i 18 st Togical and. in:

the profits“of the legal trade, the whisky
purchased by Tar Heels over the counters
at Fort Mill and Rock Hill &
back & gallon at a time with the blessing of
the North Carolina courts. Certalnly the
gross profits of the even
trade In Charlette, which does not obtain
Its stock through retall cutlets and which
has no limit on mark-up, Is many Limes

and . hauled

larger bootleg

These are the cold fi;uru that lie be-
hind the emotional argumeénts sounding
nQw in Mecklenburg on the eve of another
ABC election. Thby tell a clear story of the
utter fallure of prehibition, and #mphasize
again’the hjgh cost of maintaining the fic-
tion that Mecklenburgers do not drink Ii-
quor ecause the law says they shouldn'

1In such’ m-nner-n few days have seen
Untted States agencles active in the farth-
est corners of the northern hemisphere.
This Is & corollary of American participa-
tion (n world affairs or, If we thought to
decline global dutles, of a new Way of un-
exampled ‘travel, fabulous speed and un-
Willy-nilly, the alrplane
is taking American diplomacy, business and
military prestige to the ends of the world.
‘Willy-nllly, Americans must talk erops with
& Tibetan and barter goods with a Sia-

Trained men for forelgn assignment, pol-
iticlans who can diacuss bases In. Green-
land or trade with Baluchistan, we must
The mnn wur is well-advised
luln( to need it.—

evitable result and the march of the spirit of Calhoun
marks the ultimate in futllity, Even now the ghost
of the dead past throws its shadow over America
and gEojents mm the minds of the Democrats of the
South a fear of America, distrust of America Else
th lh!.u palltlcll solid.lﬂly in the Southern seghon

s after the ng of the man who copceived

lon’?

il Protection

We have here the history of an idea born in thes
phicsophy of 8 brilliant but mistaken man who
missed belng great because his ideas, his ideals, his
concepts, his sympathies and his understanding Jatled
to reach’to the borders of the nation. The name of
Calhounis rarely heard, even In the South, while the
fame of the man of great brain, but no greater than

Dreiw Pearson’s o

Merry-Go-Round *

‘WASHINGTON

TJHE entire nation was deeply saddened by the tragic death
of 111 coal miners at Centralla. and 1t is devoutly o be
hoped that the disaster will prove a lesson to mine operators

who have resisted Federal mine inspection.

However, 1f ls sometimes healthy to see Whether there Is
arge other people

any dlood on the hands of those Who
with murder. And a check-up on John L.
makes orie ol

at Saers

ry Krug.

%o happens that cenmun m.,
coal flcld whire John L ed one of the
civil wars in labor hist

When it ended, 21 of omia Sivals. were dend

the Cent

Page after page of testimony taken by the Illinots Mining
how’ Lewis' henchmen carried on this

n anow
bloody battle.

As conclusive proof that Ihu war had Lewis" blessing, he
ly pald $300,000 out the

rwise Hu\dﬁ have given

also ocourred the hmm; Herrin
shovelmen's union first started

and the broad na-
neoln,
beyond
or any class

Cathoun’s. and the great
tional sympathy and under
pinces him among the g
the power of any st 1y section

4 to o detract from s renown

The past we know-but what of
and the future®

The lessons of Bstors teach us that sectionalism
13 nimical to it that s

reart
i

the present,

1he necks of
Old Man ol the Sea and 1t matters not how many
voyages They make into the oceans of political am-
bitlor,. how assduouslv ond energetically they court
the people of the South with Iheir peculiar brand of
thought. or ho noniously they peddie prejudice
ind sectionaltsm, the Senate and the Cabinet are the

limits to which they may reasonably hope (o Tise,
Sectionalism does not fit the Presidency and ne
Southern Democrutic boy who stays in the South,
may with hope aspire to the Prestdencd of his coun-
try,  While during sixteen years be e Solid
Solth «ra the Southern Democrats twn Presi
dents—Juckson and Polk— here has ot
been a Southern Dtmmll[ nominated for the Presi-

dency. and there is hape of no:
iy Erebt EbiabetaEEs have been driven
out of the South (nto A ol political life?
Are there any who believe UIat had Woodrow Wilson
remained In 8 Solid South state and sccepred Tus
Demoeratic politieal concepts he ever would have
been more than a school teacher? How come Jimmy
Byrnes was not nominated for Vice-President? How
come this truly great man. this scholar and states-
man of the South who had given the best of &
vigorous life in service to his country and was the
idol of Southern Democracy, was mat nominated?
His nomination was prohibited by groups of voters in
the North purely because he represented the Solid
South. And thus passes the glory of the Demos
cratic South—its power, and ta glamour.
Does IL take any more than that
Southerner out of the Democratic Party?
But there i 8 type of Southern Democratic
statesmen that flourishes in a sectional one-party at-
mosphere like the proverbial green bay tree and we
have Bilbo, and Pepper. and Talmadge, and Rankin,
and Hoey, and Ham Jones and their UK. These were
not the creators of the Solid South—they are its
products. As the lines of the horizon of Southern
Democratic thifking recede the caliber of Southern
Demoeratic statesmen diminishes

to drive a

~HOYT H. EAVES.

The . Feople’s Platiorm s avafladle fo any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewritten {f
zu.mhla and on onty one swde of the paper.
ibel and obscemity will be deleted—otherunse
anything gees. Each letter must be signed. al-
though, tn erceptional cases and upon request,
e wm ummm the triter's name—Editors,

Senator Soaper Say;:

'© 1048 candidate so far propased ia the combina-

lon of Galanad, Solamon, Van Johnson and a
certified public.accountant which the times require,
or any three

Backstage In Moscow

record  {imes slip tn a little humor.

¢ his memory is short or whether

15 In the center of &
bloodiest

Cam b6 bullt up sufficlently s she can pay 1
¢ conversation
greed that steel is

“Even an aspirin fact
ern army cannot fight without -snmn

Germany, “because it helps the Infan!
Radio Censorship

Note—The Washington Merry-Go-Roupd. as its
bution ta niine safety, will publish the names of future mine
operators who flout Federal inspection recommendations.

PHOUGH U. 8. diplomats at Moscow are engaged in the
deadly serious business of writing the peace. they some-

het rmally diso of tne
he had (m\gue-}n-[h!ek when he hurled the murder charge “::‘vg;,;:“‘i:"‘;'w‘f;"&e"ﬁhlgy o

Separations bes
at the same time so she will not be strong enough to wage

prtrid ™ revotved around. what are war indus-
;, " tries? WEle il Was agreed that sieel plants contribute to
4 e

ry is & war factory, since & mod-
“And a plant manufacturing baby carriages is also a war

plant,” quipped Genersl Lucius Clay, commander of U. 8-

occupled

ey Oil Refinery To Russia '

TS et the full picture of William L. Shirers exlt from
nn-amunl ¥0u have to g0 back to the days
Shirer was CBS correspondent in Ger-

Marquis Childs

Behind Centraha ' ;

WASHINGTON
HE power politics, the solemn
y, the snide deceit sur-

m
ter are deeply shocking. The 111

trap can never know the sordid
story .but it i important for the
Test of us to know.

ohn L. Lewis has turned

nerve o
against the Government and to halt
iLin the courts.

Lewis hawaaid aothing about thé
Tilinois state mine inspection serv-
ice mnd fts fallures. That is an
important part of the story which
mst not be concealed by Lews
theatr

-mk. the Tllinols Department
of Mines and Minecals sent statz
mine Inspectors (o coal-mine opera-
fom 1o collect palliieal funds: The

inspectors were told how much they
Shehid got Teom eheh eperator. The
Sl chime owners. w pay not
less than #100 each, nd operators

f the larger mines heard “sugges-
Tions™ that they pay F1000 each.
NOT 80 VOLUNTARY

honest man — he refused to have
anything to do With this shake-

n n—pe-kdly
to his

pre 5
IY« have not been com=

led with lheuld be complied with.* |
CORDON ON SPOT

fact that hm'

flagrant lh!!. for’

all the paser of the: Chicagt Tribe
une the lhundcﬂm{ ,nr Lew!

the blame caonot be entifely shift-

e Administras

these

were voluntary, But as every mine
operator very well knew, the in-
spector could recommend that his
mine be closed down or he could
be ordered to make alterations that
would be ruinously expensiv

If the mine operator hesitated,

o
Department of Mines in Springfiald.
had instructed him
friends satisfied with the pu‘-
tion service” to make a voluntary
contribution. The money so cai-
lected went into & fund for the
Republican mayoraity campaign in
Chicage. Gov. Dwight Green, the
Chicago’ Tribune’s Governor, was
guilling” out il the stope 1o defea
Kelly's Demo-
cratic machine in Chicago. All this
was told In the St Louls Post-
Dispatch weeks before the
tralia disaster occurred  Medill,
whose resignation has now been
announced by Green “for the good
of the service,” sald he told his
inspectors merely to mentlon that
voluntary contributions would be ac-
ceptable.

After the disaster, it developed
that Driscoll Scanlan, state mine
inspector for the Centralla area,

assigned a quota of $25.
1 collect from the operators whose
mines he inspected. Scanlan is an

Samuel Grafton

Defending

NEW YORK

NYBODY who wanis to take
the vtle of "defender of the
democratic way of lite” can do so.
lherl Is no examination which need
license which need

~be passed,
be secured In order to assume the

proud honorific. If you decide you
are 8 defender of the democratic
way of life, then you are one,
especlally If you have a good, loud
voice. As n result, there are al-
t ms many variedes of “de-

fenders of the democratie way of
life” ms there are ice cream flavors,
and perhaps at this time of world
moral crisls we need to discrir
nate among the various kins, and
10 begin to set up something like a
sociology of defenders of the demo-
cratic way of
ANTI-COMMUNISTS

The first rough grouping which
comes to mind Is of statesmen who
defend the democratic way of life
only at itg points of contact with
organized Communism, but  who
show m singular casualness about
letting the democratie way of life
defend tself against almost all
other dangers. the men
(and Congress Is full of them) who
last Pall took the position that we
were now called Upon to defend the
way of llfe agalnst in-
; let the two slug it out, they
sald, that would be good for the
democratic way of Lfe; toughen 1t
up.

They fly into & tizay of parental
agitation  when the democratic
way of life is menaced by one
skinny little Communist: but they
show no nerves at all when the
democralic wey of life is menaced

Iny
[aws, botte the discontent 4p, One
must almost admire the mmpmny
with which they send the demo-
cratic way of life into jolned battle
with unrelieved internal unha
ness: it s like the unconcern they
show when they send the demo-

contrl-  Pearson-Allen “team

company, it was
over the radio script.

Even
would defeat Wendell Willkie in 1940—a foregone ceftalnty—

Mutual is partly dc
10 peace.

-

Centralia Center Of Lewis’ Civil War;

was working r
impossible to say snything botder
opinjon without having a o Dattens of Tasycts bpcing +

ling some unpleasant truths.about the conduct of

Meanwitile, the two most fearless champions of air free- |
dom are the American Broadcasting Co. and Mutual. ABC's «
courage 1s well known and long established.

dominated by the Chicago Tribune's Col
McCormick, it was his network wl

: Incldentally, Lhus is an interesting
e Mid-West
lationists oHos canammly Wik abogs

eral Government. Thus the Fed-
e rernment (s damned it 14
does and damned if |
Lewls never !nrwlvu lnd neve
forgets. He is det mn-mnen to d:feu"
Froms

President Truman

a source close to u1n the re-

port comes that he has decid\S
wey of New *

York Is the Republican to win in *

18 even reported to have

pledged his fealty to Dewey and -
to have based his politieal plans cn
that pledge .

TAFT EMBARRASSED
When he appeared befors the ~

man, Sen. Robert A. Taft.
apposed all the legislative propos
before that committe:
candidate,
cept responsibility for labor legls
Iation adopted by the Republican
Cangre:

Sen. Cardon's committee may go
to Centralla to hold hearings. The
committee should get the whole
story regardless of where the final
blame may le,

Democracy

cratic way of life Into a brawl
with inllation. that killer of order.

Yet there 15 something curious '
about this defense only st ther,
periphery, only st the outer edges;
1 1s ke the defense of a house,
rifbar gian of & Urlng coputisa ¥
The ons  involved  seem
stranigety Tike those that go with &
defense of one's property. rather |
than those deeper feelings wi uh %0,
with a defense of ane’s {am|
DEFENSE IN DEFTH

What we need as we develop our
Uil soeioly O the efenaaf
the democratic way of 3
reserve a special Cemstiontian’ for
those who are willing to g0 In for
u broader defense, a defense in
depth, 50 to speak, red

oy

& few lookouts against Stalin while '\
the flght goes on, no holds barred, ) |
inside,

Sometimes this deeper approagh -
turns up In unexpected quarters; ,
there Ls Senator Taft, lnr nnmnlu
with his new, uncomfortable feels -
g that thix ia an fll-housed cour.

with his fellow Republicans on the..
matter 13 & wistful and a dull one;
it does not have the haly passiom
in it of the fight against Russigy
2nd nobody gets sore. All our
ness, and all our fears of each
other and the world are wrapped
eptions of,
and”’
the unanswered question of whethes.
we are something like & mrul-/ or
merely contenders within s 5
DERENUES, OB (UARD:

o assumed the posture of
deleker of bt demossane way of, !
life would do well think 1t &
through first, and fo dei . -
whether he is ready to defend It &
against all malice and disease, in= &
ternal knd external, or whether he. !
Is merely posted raffishly .
guard, to say “Sh! Do not dis= .
turb. ‘There's & lm‘ll going on in-
sider

the same Willame | !
ring on |

en the advance prediction that FDR |

m Cecll




