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: Record Of Progress

Bome of this new prosperity, of course,
was war-born and therefore synthetic. Evi-
dence of the temporary pattern brought on
by is

war

by New Hanover. The high-wage ship-
bullding industries at Wilmington placed
New Hanover at the top of the list in 1940
with an average per family Income of
$2,541, but In 1045 her comparatively low
percentage Increase of 359 per cent had
left her in eleventh place and once again

itonal average—110.1 per cent as
801 per cent in the country at
orth Carolina started

comparison of per family in-
smong the countles of the state,
, still freveals disturbing discrepan-
ity dwellers still earn far more than
nnl brothers. The extremes are

tmpreasive 1045 per famlly
mq of $5.242 (up from n.m in
Camden’s $806 (up from $319 in

ly 21 of the state’s 100 countles are
‘the state average, and only eight top

| mational average, Each of the eight
contains one or more of the state's

e, Forsyth, Gullford, Lenolr, Wake and
mn. Grouped at the bottom of the list
ht countles with per family income

pce. increased lts per family aver-
ne by M98 per cent as against
nburg's 108.1 per cent.

ng fundamentally wrong with
on that needs to be amended
n as North Carolina's. At any rate
historic document does require a great
1 I of attention from the voters, and the
T General Assembly, like most of its re-
i predecessors, passed along cerfain
questions to be decided at the

new amendments will be submitted
voters at the next general election.
provide:

increase in salaries for members of
pislature from $600 to $1,200 per ses-
nglnmugl for presiding officers to

i

of the present requirement of a
8 against the registration to authorize

below the national average.

“But when due allowance is made for the
temporary Industries that sprang up dur-
ing the war years, for the flood of con-
struction money and for military payrolls,
it s apparent that impressive permanent
gains have been made. Although detailed
figures for 1946 are not yet available, every
index indlcates that average incomes in
the industrial centers have continued to
climb at an accelerated pace throughout
the first year of reconversion. There may
be & great decline in the months to come,
if the gloomy prognostications of the écon-
bmists are accurate, but 1t will be a general
decline and the pattern will probably hold.

This 1s good news for the citles, certainly,
and yet it should not obscure the implica-
tions of the county-by-county comparison.
The economic base will always be shaky so
long as there Is a tremendous disparity be-
tween rural and urban incomes. Industry
cannot alone sustain North Carolina’s
prosperity, or even the prosperity of her
individual cities. The fate of the average
family In Charlotte, with its $5,242 income,
is bound up with the fate of the average
family in Camden, with its income of $808.
The challenge and the hope of the future
lies there at the bottom of the list, among
the thinly populated countles of the east
and west. The city and the farm are still
yoked In North Caroline and each one ul-
timately determines the progress of the
other.

Amendments

limit on county taxes for general purposes
from 15 to 25 cents.

Repeal of the provislon that prohibits
state, county or municipal governments
from contracting new debts in any fiscal
period in excess of two-thirds of the amount
of debt retired during the preceding period.
This device, designed to guarantee con-
tinuing debt retirement in the days of fis-
cal chaos. In Nortff Carolina served a
worthy purpose but its effect now 1s large-
ly to grant more credit to governments
with large outstanding debts than to those
l.hlt ‘have balanced their books. A debt-

(1t such is is
nh-ohtely prevented from further borrow-
ing.

All of these amendments have been dis-
cussed in detall in the past, and will be
again before they are put to the vote more
than a year from now. None represents’a
radical in sum total they rep-

u' bond lssues for
e purposes. All such questions
;le henceforth be determined by »
majority of the votes cast.

increase In the present constitutional

REALLY {sn't surprising that for so
Limany years cancer was surrounded by
- aura of superstition so that those who
1 ed from It refused to Identify their
nt publicly. It's a dread and secret
, TI0 respecter of age or class, & gnaw-
and malignant growth,

/e have now conquered the superstition,
always necessary prelude to conquering
disease itself. We recognize the runa-

resent a perhaps inadequate effort to up-
date the Constitution in conformity with
changing conditions. All four of the
smendments, we belleve, are worthy of
support.

Campaign Against Cancer

cause. Research, stepped up measurably by
the new potentialities of nuclear flssion, is
continuing at a dozen great centers and at
many points in the field. The cause will be
discovered one of these days, and'the quick
4nd certaln remedy will follow.

But cancer research and care for Its
victims is expensive It is financed now
largely by the Ameriean Cancer Soclety,
which is once again conducting its annual
the month of April.

¥ cells as and but
) no longer regard them as shameful or
pepa: Incurable. Methods of treat-

and control nave been vastly im-
until early discovery now usually
cure.

{ Maving dragged cancer out into the open
it can be effectively fought, the

researchers have also redoubled
efforts to solve the mystery of its

{3l
Hit

-5
ke

‘Workers of the Charlotte Woman's Club
are {n the field now on behalf of the So-
clety and this week they will pause for
their first summing up. Their goal Is com-
paratively modest—only $18425 for Meck-
lenburg County—and certainly it will be
met. The Cancer Boclety’s appeal combines
humaneness with self-interest. There is
still grim truth in the reminder: You maj
be next. -

at furrow’s end and feels the magic of his
task. That soll exposed to the sun will be
his seedbed. ' When the ground is harrowed,
fertilized, seaded and rolled the miracle of
Iife will occur™ When warmth and mols-
ture have played their part, slender green
shoots will come through .the-brownness
and 1ift their spikes to the sun and wind
and rain. The countryman knows that as
he sows so shall-he reap. Plowing ls the
first part of getiing his soll ready. Weeks
and months must roll by before the har-
‘vest-time. But a man has no fear. As he

People’s Platform

~

' 95-96=97-98’ :

Lessons Of Reconstruction

TAYLORSVILLE

Editors, Tz Nrws:

UT of the haze and uncertainty of our foreign

policy arises one queston, to wit: “Is ald to
Greeoe necessary?” In order Lo answer that question
let us look at our own country The closs of the
Oivil War in April 1885 found our own Bouth devas-

tated the extent that otir factaries were destroy od
I oun down, our tewn and cities dilapidsted o
burned to the earth shipping paral cattle
dwindled to small numbers. horses and mules car-
ried awsy, and food supplies depleted.

Take, for Instance. North Carclina. We sent
125,000 men, the cream of our manhood, to the front.
and 3,000 never came hack. Theusands of those who
did retum wers bedly crippled in lmb or health.
Did those "damyankees” help us? T should say ROt
Tney controlled our State iesmments with the slims
of the North. They kept standing armies down here
to harass and cajole our people. They sent old “Cock-

en Butler with a gang of cul-throats to

Sver New Orlcans. They were 5o rude and ungentle-
manly to the ladies that they rebelled and resented
the many insuits, whereupon old “Ben” declared
pvery Woman In that fair city a strumpet who would
not have the protection of our laws. Worse, even
than rmans who pamed the first laws ever
enacted for the protection of women. Yes, those
Yankees helped us by levying taxes to help pay dis-
abled Union veterans.

Our brave women, with the help of their small
children, and a few old men. together with emaciated
and run'down ioidiers. pianted thelr com (mo whead |

unlike the Yankee soldier and carpetbagker,
Aot moldiers |n  Europe ot fricndly, snd are
not stealing everything that they can get thelr
hands on, 8o long ms we continue to feed those
people they will not work. They are unwilling to
andergo the hardshina that our Southern people suf-

sum starting this litle letter T have decided 1o
leave Turkey out of the question for the reason
consider it an lnsult to one's mtelligence to paths
mention Turkey's Hght to any help. That unspeak-
shle’ country—Turkey_am whom

e were Taunened.from 1098 AT ta 1273,

Now, in_the clgnth crusade we find American Chris-

tians jolning the Cross with the Crescent. own-

cight ‘hypocracy, gentlemen, could you best thatf
—¥. G. BECKHAM.

Boulevard
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tuz Nrws:
'O wonder we got a body blow from the alr. If we
fall to get lﬂ!’q\lllt afr service IJIN\-II"I Charlotts

I! is only what we deserve. If we are forced
Gl end of air service It will well maich oiher
nnn pace progress of our could-be modern city,

For A modern example in Charlftte take a squint
8t the screwy pre tnick lans through our city,
Instead of going around Charlotte, the truck iane 1s

wchool children and jug & s0rTy mess

out of what coul s highway
T tie that would let the Friendly City expand.

In the f3ce of &

own

OUses
more good homes to make & cow path thron
lotte and call it & truck lane, chp:mm lhml.ld;::
» new modern super highway tteoulabenuu:vn
Dretw Pearson’s «

Merry-Go-Round *

batween Lewls and , the Springtield, I, mine
owner whom Lewis paid to keep his mind closed back in 1837,
In 1843, vestigated Lewis' in-

. 8. Government Teally wants to call the turn

(he edge of the city without disturbing s single
mnoal hospital or playground, and very few homes
disrug

Gur traffic deatn rate has doubled in the last
year. In March four people were killed and 33 in-
Jured in 154 accidents and if the proposed death trap
Ia completed, truck drivers will cuss the Priendly
City from Maine to Florida, and if we have coursge
enough to bulld a real super highway where 1t be-
longs we will have pralse and publicity from truck
drivers and tourlsts from every sate in the nation.

It the pro screwy truck lane through Char-
lotte Ls the best they can do, then we need o expect
fio beter tmprovement for Charlotte from any other
sources untl we the people demand it

€. BURKHOLDER.

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tor Nrws:
EGARDING the propased
has caused considerable discussion
know. 99 homes of white residents will be completely
demoiished. This does not even take into considera-
tion the many homes that will be left approximately
ten teet or in some cases eren less trom
highway on High 5t., Westmoreland and other streets
alfected.  After mmng friends on Wikinson Bivd,
from the highway, I

“super highway” which
As you well

whose home i 75 feet back
realize
the “fortunate” people
standing on the highway
seems that if the City has the money to

ose homes' will be left

wend,
ing some of in
Lioms of ihe ety which are in such terribls condi-
tion. Why Dot investigate?
—MRS. L. 0. STEPHENS.

Taxes, Housing, Liquor

Editors, Tz Nrw:
Aﬂlun]unnmlwtmnumluwin\h-

umnn with the terrific sales tax of our state. Every

woman and child pays from 3 per cent to 10

per per went on every dollar they pay for clothes, medi-
cine, phone, household necessitics, meals at restau-
rants, heat. etc. ete. The amount must be immenss
that goes to Raleigh. I would vote to give every bit
o it to teachers who mould the little llves of those
who st before them day after day.

1 am Charlotte is not thnl:l’n. of bullding
an auditorium or elub while famlies are despers
for want of a home where they can be mlﬂher
Men working here and familles in other clties. A
oidow yesterday had to taks o ltde bed.rwm for
“herself and daughter, and her son to go across
town to get a room to sleep In. 1'h=y Tave 1o £
way downtown for all meals

‘What t the wet dry or dry wet who thinks
thers should be no law o prevent a person from buy-
- L M —

we have ve a doctar’s tion
for most. potsons. , ?

~MRS. ROSE M. BLANTON.

Senator Soaper Says:

nts on the High Court's finding sug-
gest um o L. Lewls learna noth by expe- Lo
hy should he? He's no tter than

n Wisconsin an ugly marital rift {s heM on the
busbands promise hereafter not to polish his

with the wife's wire-halred terrier.
A hit seven months on Broadway is still $83,000
short of paying off the nrlgm.l \nvestment, and. wa
0WS that nothing fails like success.

. incom¢
feared that bu-\— of the known bitterness

the nolse and confusion that will confront-

Marquis Childs

Labor Bill Strategy

SEPARATE BILLS URGED
A faction In the committee rep-
resented by Senator Wayne Morse
on and Lister El\l

may o the wd take tnin

on_ separs!
Thn draft the committee i now
considering limits industry - wide
bargaining. 1t outiaws the closed
op and limits the union shop.
It excludes foremen from collective
bargaining. At the same time, of

does not have the privilege of
velolng separats items (n  any

Juth Alsop

this
be able to put the

1f that is indeed m- nrmcy be-
& reck-

leaders to runmr
year, an election year,
late.

essential to peace
onemgh, i omnibus bl will 1t
possible to write the full ticket,
inststed.

POLITICAL SITUATION

be

be enforced. This 1 hardly the
oment in history (0 play politios

with

Cloud On Horizon

WASHINGTON
truth about the President’s

nmpll as 1t 1 bleak The surface

But the real
ministration high command's very
reu fear that price maladjust-

may cause a business sel-
Bk o depression, The Presldent
and his advisers see a cloud on the
herizon, and suspect that it may
become an economic eloudburst
next Fall. And the worst of it i

of proserity have been unusually
widely  duspersed usery b

tries like distilling. The share of
the 14,000,000 organized workers has
also been very large, with tndus-
trial wages averaging $1.18 cents
an hour base rate. And despite
immemorial plaints, the
farmers bave also done well. The
trouble is that Industry and its
the

has thus far
been unable to find sny remedy
for the situation, except for the
country to grit is teeth and take
what comes.

Tt i not considered that the set-
back will be long lasting. Nonethe-
less. the possible polilical repercus-
slons are caustng alarm. No ad-
n lixes the nolion of &
business setback beginning twelve
months before & national election.
Accordingly, since mare
counter-measures are considered
impractical, one can look for a
deal of exhortation to business to
reduce prices duripg the months
shead.

FlGlJllll PREPARED
number of different sets of

ngm. have been prepared within
the Administration
the nature of the economic prved
One suth statistical analysis, with
the tccompanying arguments. may
e briefly summarized as follo

In the year 194, the Pederal
Reserve Board cost of lving index
Tose from 1209 to 1531, or almost
as much as during the whole four
years after Pear] Harbor, The cost
of living is now 50 per cent higher
tban 1t was before the outbreak of
war in Europe. During 1046 and
the fumt of 1947, the high
gost of living did not Interrupt the
boom from which it res:

employment  Increased mnn mcr
demand. People spent more of
what”they earned, so that the rate

of savings decimea from & 18

peak of §388 billion to $188 bililon

in 1946, Long-delayed capltal ex-

penditures maintained & high level

of business activity. And those who
m

But this situstion i3 considered
temporary, although the beneflts

rganized work-
ers and the farmers constitute, in
effect, & privileged minority.
BUYING POWER FADES

Tta@: remain the unorga:
workérs of all categories, :D.oooow
of them in all, or more than half
the Americans now gainfully em-
ployed. Exact statistics on their
eamnings are not uau-nu But
their sverage base pay i believed
10be around 70 cants AD hnu.r. and
most of them do mot enjoy ths
overtime and other benefiis of the
organized workers. In this emor=
mous group, high prices are now
thought to be rapldly drylng up
buying power.

the effect of the unbal-

payme!

wimm fifteen months is the ruls
for automobiles. But pressure is al-
ready bulding up from many
sources, notably the strongholds of
:ne mnmr makers, to
controls stlll
lmpnu fear nuu
cannot mi

be maintatn:
artificlal market ls also maintained
by permiiting more peopls to_ bor-
y. The price reduc-
Toms by several of the Foter make
€3 would probably not have taken
place, in the opinion of the Admin-
istration, If credit ot ad
been relaxed In response to pres-
sure. -

CAUSE OF SETBACK
mnwuﬂ voluntary, pi
and wage rises for the lnl’-ln.mml
groups seem equally Im;mnbu.
Therefore 1t s expected that
deyeloping price:
will
‘whi
Justments. rJ

Lewis Vulnera];l{'l"o Income Tax Charge

WASHINGTON

agaln got his signils mized.

Steel an increase in

that U. 8. Steel would get on the Ford.
Ing bandwagon when the first-

It wps Supder whd one year ago agreed 4o give T, .
price .

to get an

without remembering
advance conimitment that the wompany would raise wages,

I<Chrysler price-redug=
wag over on April 1.

i D consider the tion of Independence u. radical piccs

Tt h-mmnm g.mm"wm_"mmw'm of llterature. This developed recently during the State De- [t also meant that the downward prics trend, !
kel cvamuny 10 o hi e ciowd, Taws Bad  Pariments program to sl the rat o the world o0 GErC-  dent Truman urge, was on the way.

lost an election under’ tha National Labor Relations Act but its mﬂ,’mm,.“,!ﬂ“-mmn.“‘_,,.,""d mmmhmm




