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E Gastonia Gazette sees signs of &
deep, dark political plot in the
County Bar s ef-

fort to obtaln a new solicitorial district
which would separate this county from
populous Gaston. “Mecklenburg County
lawyers are up to thelr old tricks" The
Gazette thunders. “Just what Is behind all
these efforts of the Mecklenburgers to
divorce themselves from Gaston s not

known.” But The Gazette goes on to hazard |

& guess:

“The only thing we can figure out & lhul

the professional politiclans in  Mecklen-
birg ‘want more Joba-for  themselves, np-
tably, both the judgeship and the solicltor.

They have the judge now, and know that

they could out-vote Unfon County and win

the solicitcrship .

We co not believe the general run of
Mecklenburg voters want a change in the
golicitorial setup, They have showp once
what they think, The Mecklenburg poli-
tielans and schemers are trying to enact by
law what the voters refused. to accept at
the polls. -They are trying to ram some-
thing down the throats of the people 3
believe the North Carolina Assembly will kill
it agatn. . . .

Tt Is a little difficult, somehow, to follow
The Gazette's reasoning. The people of the
district have never voted on the question of
separation, although they did have last
Summer, for the first time ln many years,
a cholce of candidates for Solicitor. “They.
elected Mr. Whitener of Gaston, and we
agree that Mr. Whitener has done an ex-
cellent job. But this can hardly be con-
strued as a mandate from the people to
maintain a solicitorial district that leads
the State in volume of court business, and
almost doubles the state average.

Mecklenburg lawyers know that the local
courts are overburdened. They supported
the plan for statewide redistricting, which
would have given Mecklenburg a separate
district, but that project based on six years
of painstaking A work, was buried In the
Legislature by a strictly political vote.
Now they seek, by speclal legislation, to

Politics And The Solicitorship

create a new district which would couple
Mecklenburg with the small county of

Union, and Gaston with the small county
of Lincoln.

We would not deny that some members
of the Bar are motivated by purely politi-
cal considerations. But we don't belleve
the majority of them are influenced by the
opportunity to add & $6,000-a-year job, in
which few have any personal Interest, to
the list of county offices.

In any event, It is a little difficult to
see how the desire to obtain a political job
for Mecklenburg is any more reprehensible
than Gaston's desire to petain it. What
high moral purpose lies behind the effort-
to maintain the present solicitorial district,
and with it the extra-legal political agree-
ment which for more than a quarter of &
century has disfranchised the voters of
Mecklenburg in the solicitorial election?

We are inclined to agree with The
Gazette that the latest redistricting plan
has no more chance to pass the Legislature
than did the first. and better, proposal.
But we don't see how the coming triumph |
of the Gaston political bosses over the
Mecklenburg political bosses ean very well
be regarded as a great victory for the
people. %

The Gazette can't:
Mecklenburg wants a divorce.

understand  why
Well, we

-can’t understand why Gaston wants to

maintain & union that has worked to the
detriment of the courts in both counties.
The competence of Mr. Whitener does not
prove the validity of the present arrange-
ment, any more than the incompetence of
his it. our

against the system stems directly from the
volume of business handled by the courts
of the two counties. That volume, we
believe, is beyond the capacity of a single,
part-time Solicitdr, no matter where he
comes from. And that, so far as we are
concerned, is the only pertinent issue at
stake; any political advantage that might
accrue to either county is. as the preface-
writers say, purely coincidental.

The Fine Art Of Lobbying '

can understand how the Prohibl-

tionists were horrified when they
discovered that the wine merchants of the
Btate have been collecting a fund to finance
thelr lobbying efforts against the various
prohibition bills now in the legislative hop-
pers. News that the enemy s preparing to

tee hearing or conveyed to hlm through
the cigar smoke in a hotel r

Lobbying, as a matter of !ncl 15 well on
the way to becoming something of a racket
n every capital. By playing upon the ap-
prehensfons of an interested party, and
posing as & man of great Influence, almost

fight fire with fire is always

The Drys, themselves, are among “the
most persistent lobbyists known to any
legislative hall, although i1t must be con-
ceded that their moral purpose is consider-
ably higher than most, their methods more
open, and thelr finances more modest.
Nevertheless the wine, liquor and beer

ple also have a compelling reason for
buttonholing legislators; it's a question of
survival, for they are among the few busi-
nessmen who live under a constant threat
of being driven out of business by legisla-
tive action.

We are of the opinion that formal lob-
bying — regardless of the purpose of the
lobbyist — is essentially futile. The right
of any group to organize and argue its case
before its representatives is beyond ques-
tion, but we doubt if many yptes are
changedl by such tactics. Decisions, In most
cases, are reached well in advance, and the
arguments that weigh heaviest with the
legislator are those he hears at home, not
those that are hurled at him in a commit-

any lawyer, n or
promoter can pick up a retainer, “expense
account,” or annual salary. There is even
remnm suspect that some of these gentle-
men ‘even help inspire legislation detri-
mental to thelr clients in order to furnish
an excuse for their existence. The highest
usefulness of most of them Ifes in their
abllity to obtain hotel reservations.

It is noteworthy that the most remark-
able lobby of the season has already gone
down In defeat In Raleigh. The North
Carolina Symphony Orchestra, all hundred-
odd members of it. moved Into the Capitol
not long ago, set up its instruments, and
sought to soothe the savage legislator with
Brahms and Beethoven. Under Benjamin
Swalin's direction, the orchestra fiddled,
plucked, blew, and beat out an impressive
argument for Increasing the $12,000 ap-
propriation recommended by the Budget
Commission. The members liked the music
too, and said so. But this week the Joint
Appropriations Committee voted to give
the orchestra $12,000.

Ancient And Dishonorable Relationship

HERE Is a movement afoot In South
Carolina to put Sunday blue laws on
& county-option basis, spearheaded by the
Charleston delegation which seeks speclal
dispensation for movies and commercial
Eports events on the Sabbath. In discussing
this project The Charleston News &
Courier demonstrates Its usual ability to
see all sides of a question, including several
not visible to less talented observers. Says
The Courfer: “Sunday theatres open in
Fort Mill might draw large audiences from
the stralght-laced town of Charlotte 10 or
12 miles, or 20 minutes, distant.”

Well, the towns of Charlotte and Fort
Mill are some distance from the confluence
of the Ashley and the Cooper, and both
are in the remote frontier district which
has never been a mafor concern of The
Courfer. Its rather pecullar-conception of
the geography hereabouts is understand-
able.

Another Voice o

It is also proper, we suppose, to call our
town straight-laced. But for some six
years now (only a fleeting moment in
Charleston eyes, we know) the Queen's
laces have been loose enough to permit
Bunday movles, baseball, football, ete.

‘These diversions, as a matter of fact,
have become an Integral part of the recip-
rocal trade agreement maintained by the
border towns of the two states. North
Carolina provides South Carolina with
Sunday entertainment and hasty divorces,
in exchange for liquor and hasty marriages.

There are Indications in both states — a
divorce law In the South Carolina Legis-
lature, § prohibition referendum in Meck-
Jenburg — that the old balance may W
serlously disturbed in the near future. If
anything comes of either project we sha]l

try to keep The News & Courier informed,
communications permittini

Purveyors Of Food And Drmk

North Carolina’s bright dawn of post-
war industrisl boom and expanding
business opportunity, our hat is off to the
great county of Mecklenburg and the not
inconsiderable City of Charlotte—
says State Repr
Marvey Morris, has no less than 2,600 boot-
leggers operating within its dry confines
and Charlotte has no less than 250 speak-
easles,
‘Comparisons, we have heard, are odious,

there a
retall food stores, mdotthm;nlre
truluhmﬂla Counting chain
hood grocerles

about fuur hands per store, or 1200 per-
son in all,

To provide Mecklenburg and Charlotte
with their tax-free (and, of cpurse, illegal}
libations, there Are 2,600 workers and 250
outlets. To serve Buncombe and Asheville
with food, there are about half as many
;mplo}eex and only a few more food out- -
ets.

Since Mecklenburg is not twice as large
as Buncombe, this comparison is truly re-
markable. Our nelghbor is to be congratu-

-lated on its thriving business enterprise.

We would not be surprised if the Tipsy
Quzen had as many liquor handlers as it
has green grocers.—Asheville Citizen.

‘What s meant by every cloud having a
silver lining Is that an England without
fuel can't boil the daylights qut of the
Brussels sprouts and mutton.

‘Drew Pearson’s ,

- Experts Ponder Re asons For Mexican Ti‘ip

*You Looking For A Communist Organizer, Mister?’

Peoel ’s Platform

The Park Situation -

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tux News: -

HE greatest unmet need in Charlotte is recrea-
tion—public rmmlan for ‘all of our people.

The t who are privileged Yo use our
country clubs are wall provided for.

The other 95 per cent—19 out of each 20, are
less well provided for, or provided for not at all.

A third of our population is provided with only
two ‘Small parks, containing less than ten acres, with
no swimming pool.

Why uus condition?
our parks were given In connection with
real estate d!velnymenu. hence thelr locations. Only
two have been bought outright, both with gift money.
Of our public recreation facilities,” the Armory-
Auditorium, Memorial .Stadium, swimming pool and
munlcipal golf course only the Armory-Audiorium
Otherwise,

then, most, and for the last two years, all
of our tax money has been spent on our Summer
recreation and youth programs—hence our meager
recreational faciiities.
embers of the Park Board are constantly
bombarded with wants and whys These seven men
substantial citizens; they own their homes; each
has made, and continue to make, a worthwhile con-
tribution to the life of our community. Chas. H.
Stone, former chemical manufacturer, has been on
the board for about six years, as chairman: John R.
Pender, insurance company executive, the same time:
James H. Carson, native of Charlotte and well known
in real estate circles, on for aver five
years; Gordon M. Lupo, merchant; Cyrus B. Camp-
bell, banker and Thomas W. Church Jr., textile man-
ufacturer, on the board for several years; while Rob-
ert T. Alien, insuranee representative, was appointed
last year.
= These

men have a realistic outlook; they have
studied and know the recreational needs of our com-
munity.
The total income of the Park Board six years
ago was $39.357; the total income this fiscal year will
probably approach three times this amount.
This record may be looked upon as the Tesult of
good management. One may ask: Why, with all
this money, dont you provide more parks, bulld
swimming and wading pools, tennis eourts and ball
ficlds, community here and there, add more
seats to the stadium, build nine more holes to the
municipal golf course, the interior and
buy new seats for the Armory-Auditorium, afd do a
1ot of alher much needed things?
natural and proper questions, and the

Dubl!: L! mmlea to the um‘rvrs‘
lds, shelter houses, wading pools. major
rgmm md other capital nuthyl yerers Binoy provided.

considered more important to spend the
equivalent of our Teceipts—about $25.000 per
year—on our youth program, including the Sum-
mer directed recreation program, starting at the clos-
ing of our schools and running to their opening,
which includes operations at 15 centers, than to
leave two-thirds of our rh.lldnn without the.sem-
blance of a vacation. outh center in lhe
Armory-Auditorfum for whlle childrtn and the one in
the Educational Building of the Episcopal Church
on West Hill Stfeet for Negro children, are operated
the year round. <

M erry-Go-Raund

/agalnst a special registration, which gives t

Armory-Auditorium -1s now bringing ln -

Mai'gu_ug" Childs

Division Of Power '

UNDELYTNO nlnb—l-mmn of the
confufion and conflict in th-

and progress on
In the undaude of last Novem-

ber, the Republicans won mnjorl
:}::blbothﬂ of Cos

y. -
an is dolng the ves

best he can. But under the division
o( Dowerl he is tnmtema with

he;
lutely imperative.
POLITICAL OPPOSITION

‘The controversy over the con-
firmation of David Lillenthal is
only one example of what the di-

vislon means,

Yous !Jmmpl! No one has raised
ny serious question about Lillen-
thats !hluly or his efficiency.
nnrlng U‘\g savage personal animu:
of Kumet.h McKtIIIt.
you unna escal
that the avpolmon !a Hllrnl.hnl l.&
almost. wholly political.
It is intended to embarrass the

made abundantly clear, the whole
atomic-énergy project is rapidly de-
teriorating for want of leadership
and direction.
‘With a Republican in the White
ther Gov. The
Dewey or Sen. Robert A. Taft, to
ame two obvious possibilities—
Lillenthal would never have been
lppolm-!d chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission. A Republican
President would have appointed a

Harold Ickes

The
gross of $100 a day, Including rents,
Such; the cost of taking in rach dollar 1s about 8
cents. Perhaps an increase in rental charges for the
use of the Armory-Auditorium is indicated. Certain-
1y commercial users should not be subsidized.

The receipts of the stadium last year were more
than double the best previous vear, vt the main-
tenance and services rendered cost ncarly as much
83 our percentage of the gate recelpts. As our
charges are less than one-half the charges made by
the municipally owned stadiums in 18 other citles
it definitely scems that an Increase in the per.
centage of gate recelpts is clearly indicated, We
charge 5 per cent for high school and college games
7 1-2 per cent for professional games: Greenstdro
and Winston-Salem chatge 5 per cent for bikh school
Bames, 10 per cent for gthers; Dallas and San An-
tonlo charge 15 per cent for all gam

Our charges at the municipal pool are modest.
perhaps bout half those charged at the commereial
Pools: our operating costs are unusually high, as we
try to provide the maximum of protection and safety
And we pay full price for our water, whereas thc
YMCA, the YWCA and the Salvation Army get one~
third off thelr water bills. It seems that our re-
turns from the pool should be higher, yet we expect
that many of the patrons of the pool do not have
vacations at the seashore.

St_year, for the first time, the recelpts at the
Bonnle Brae Golf Course came Within a few dollars
Of baying for the costs of operations and mainten-

“Ihe Charter of the Park Commission states that
it Is the duty of the Commission to make reasonable
charges for the use of its facilities

Park Commission must maintain its réputa-
tion as & satisfactory employer by giving regular
WOrk to fts employees, and by paying fair salarles and
wages. It must maintain a full staff to continue to
render the services due the people of our community.

The people of this city will probably have the
opportunity to vote next year on a Constitutional
amendment to authorize voting on local quesuanx
on theé basis of the normal, Insteadwf3 special regis-

flon, by which the mafority of the vots prign
etermine the results of the election, instead of voting
e op-

ponents of & proposition & five-tosone advantage over
the proponents. If the opportunity to vote for such
n ‘amendment eomes, it should be supported and
adopted without fail, or we should cease to use the
word “demoeracy” in connection with our elections,

“With the passage of such an amendment. our
people would no doubt vote ample funds for parks
and recreation at the first opportunity.

Meantime, if the governing body of the City
of Charlotte should give the Park Commission funds
from Hon-tax receipts, of which it has substantiai
amounts, for capital outlay, additional recreational
Yacilities' would be provided to the extent of such
funds, and in the order of their need

~THE CHARLOTTE PARK & RECREATION COM.

The People’s Platform ts available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communtcations
should be less than 300 words. typewritten 11
possible, and on oniy one side of the paper
Libel and obscenity will be deleted—otherunse
nnytmrm goes. Each letter must be signed al-
thou, in excentional cases and upon request,
we vnﬂl withhold the writer's name.—Editors

It happens, for s .
variety of reasons, to be & conspic-.

to the
mjurluu and, llLer & routine in-
quiry, the nominee would have been
confirmed. -

. Hoov
They, used the tactics of & mlndm
with & bull.
LACKED FROGRAM
Mr. Hoover never developed a
comprehensive program for check-
ing the headlong depression. He
f that it must

and the ll"lOmr
extent of Mr. Hoov cr’
to resort to Government
tion.

Americans today have a clearer
understanding of the Importance of
the decislons taken by Government,
They are likely to be less patlent

Interven-

with - the tactics of obstructionism.

1f the Republicans persist in those
tactics, they ean throw away the
victory that seemed so surely n
their grasp last November. While
seemed Inconcelvable on Nov. 6, i
s ot impossible for Mr. Truzman
Yo be re-e!
NO sm.mo.'l

But that will be no solutlon for
the stalemates that have occurred,
on the average, in one out of every

three years. There can be no solu-
mumhmummnrmmw
prefer to source of th

re the

Erouble. It Jies In the rigidity of our
system of fixed elections, and the
irony is that the only measure wi

a chance of passage at this session
of Congress would make it more
rigid—limiting the Presidency to
two_terms.

The Government machine needs
a thorough overhauling to bring it
up to date with power age.
Meanwhile. the men in the engi-
neer's eab who are contending for
authority get the blame.

Federal School Aid

WASHINGTON
s-w people who are in full
pathy with the need of our
uuhllc lclr.her! for living salarles
have been dl
of the u-:hm
schools. School teachers are public
employees, and should not go out
on strike. If teachers may strike.
50 may policemen and firemen and
soldlers. This right would megn
a similar right on the pert of the
employees in & municipal
plant or waterworks. . The public
justly regards such a strike as in-
tolerable. These Buffalo teachers,
regardless of the fustness of their
catse, have done a distinct dis-
service to -other teachers and 1o
munjeipal, State and Federal em-
ployees in general. Moreover, since
they were under contract, they have
not only vielated what has come
to be mccepted as a sound public
policy,” they have breached their

\:mowlsc SENTIMENT

Of course teachers ought to br
paid enough to support them in de-
shoutd

Se & matter of course, to b
ployees. A growing public et
ment has been behind the teachers
Perhaps the people have been
in recognizi e griev
teachers, but llven time and un-
derstanding, there can be po doubt
of general public support
It is estimated that less than
$1.800,000000 are being spent this
years for teachers' salaries despite
the cost of living which has been
rising to a_prohibitive Deight, Por
beauity and barber shop seryices, in-
cluding toilet articles and prepara-
tions, In 1944, the people spent
£2160.000.000. In 1945, the figures
for tobaceo ran to 000 an
for n[tuholi: beverages, $7.770,000.-
it would seem that milady
hell!vas “ihat Artificial aids to her
ks justify a higher expenditure
ook e Inatriction of our enildren.
Nor, in_these days, can the large
sums of money expendedsfor to-
bacco and aleoholic beverages be
chargegble to the fatners of the
Amegian ehildren alone, although
doylfiless they spend their full share
for these non-essentials.
n no puritanical sens?” that
Y make these Comments, I T cver
had "any. chiection. to. the use® of
rouge and lipstick, momuu long

ago that no mere man could start

argue

whether women should smoke cig-

arettes, and if 8o to what exten:,

nor whether they should indulge

thelr newly acquired taste for cock-

talls and highballs. But I do Insist
t

between these expenditures for to-
bacco, Jquor and lpstick and a
decent outlay for the education of
our children, there can be no doubt
that the children should  come
s

EDUCATION & OPPORTUNITY

The maintenance of our Insti-

tutions absolutely demands ths
broadest general edueationa) foun-
dation. We always boasted
that America Is a land of
tunity. But opportunity and edu-
cation go hand in hand. To deprive
our children of an education would
them opportunity.
. of Ohlo, has in-
troduced In the Senate a bill to
authorize the appropriation of Fed-
eral funds to assist the states and
territories In financing a minimum
education ir elementary and sec-
ondary achools.

The Taft bill proposes the appro-
priation by the Federal Govern-
ment, of $150,000000 for education
in 1948, with n projected increase
of that figure to $250,000,000, in 1950
and each year thereafter.
maney would go only to those states
which made a etfo
for. the  sducation. ofu thelr
children. Tn effect. the bill would
guarantee a minimum of at least
$4000 per child in each state. The

money would be used for the maln- *

tenarice of public schools without
distinction, however, 85 to race or
MINIMUM STANDARD
is is & low enough standard.
Tt represents, of course, only the
very minimum In the vefy poorest
districts, and it is to be hoped that,
at some later date, this level may
be raised. But it is impossible com-
pletely to equalize educational op-
portunities throughout the Nation,
and the Taft bill, if it becomes a
law, will at least serve the
of ‘affording to every American
child an opportunity to obtain a
minimum education which would
to him mé opportunities

‘open. up
that lle before m.. and would

mnz- it possible rm- him, within his

oppor- -

city, to engage In-whatever ac-

capa
tiyity he might choose. -

WASHINGTON
gouﬂ of the international experta-have been trying to fig-

lu:\d-mllhbor policy, & mew effort to - wi
ainst Argenting, or what. However, here is the inside
¥ of how the trip ted.

Several months ago the new Mexican Ambassador, Har-
nrd-mlned ‘Antonio swnm de los Monteres, called at the
White House to present his credentiais, Triman was taken

charm of the Mexican diplomat, who is just as

in New York. had been rducnkd at Harvard, had a wide
acquaintanceship in Washington.

“I have mever had & real opportunity to visit Mexico,"
replied Truman, by way of making canversation, “and I
m\xld like to some day."

“Well, why don't you do It fairly scon?” said the new

ibassador.

“All right, T will" sald Truman, who so frequen
on the spur of the moment. “How about -mndn. l" 1
would like to go during early Marci.”

Monteros assured Truman there would be no trouble at
All, and several weeks later the Ambassador returned to the
White House to inform the President that he had set
ap a fancy three-day official visit in l.he Capital ol Mexico.
Truman was delighted.

And that is the only political significance behind the

hym ity
the Sacred Cow, even had him ‘Along for the stop-
-mmwmuwnu.vmumu mother.

Housing Program Vanishes ¢ .. -
J ¥, s been just about & yearsinece President Truman sum-

moned Wilson Wyatt. r of Louisville, to Wash-
lhgton and told him to make "mb small plans” for veterans
howing. Wsatt was tfistrfeted o push houging ‘ns we
pushed the war.
lhly.\nuld scon have roofs over their heads.

oday, however, it looks as If the last feeble atiempl to

carry wut ihis proaise 1s abbut to 90 up . &

Little by little the real-estate and Wn!lﬂlcﬂon lobbies
have whittled the program down. Little by little, the puny
men around President Truman have yielded. Even the
Kingmakers of the American Legion, an organization sup-

d to protect the veterans, have ended up on the side of
the real-estate lobby.

Climax came last week whén Michigan's Congressman
Jesse Wolcott, Republican Chairman of the House Banking

tee, announced that he would move to
Fepcal the Patman Act. This 1 the basic law which permits
the Government to control nnn-h\\id:lﬂul Wnﬂui. allocate
materials, and give preference to vet If this act is

Eltl]ed not one vestige of the original hon.ﬂnx program will
be le:

L

nl Creedon and R.u Ney e fectle gmumen
appointed by Truman ing prog!

e Tew statements dcending the Patman et bat. they
will m» stage a real battle,

L 803 B0 cruaader > Creedon

upless homeless veterans bombard Cangress,

plmmhrly mpunxmn leaders, the basic legislation for the

be wiped Off the books,
oniJote—optrels over. concrete soll ipe, ome o the viial
7 housing, are bel moved_this Sotl

told his friends last week.

terials fo
plpe s stil in short ‘Supply, and removal of s

eans that it will be much harder for veterans to build
Bew Batek,

lmne;u of-foxholes, veterans were promised,” ‘mmmlcmkn had bis car lh.lppeii

Admiral’s Whitewash
AST month this eolumn pu‘mm\m n séries of radio mes-
sagés exchanged between naval officers regarding the
sale of an aummobllf owned by Adm. C. M. Cooke Jr., com.
mander of U. S. Naval Forces in, the -Western Pacl
to Shanghal where -uw
bring. exorbitantprices, and sold %

Failowing publication of this colump, Admiral Gdoke was _ -
ordered to Washington and asked for ‘ap .explanation. Al
the facts as piblished In the edlumn were admitted by, the
Navy, but in the end the old Annapolis tradition of admiral
protects admiral was oo much, and Admiral Nimitz issued a
whitewash.

He explained that naval officers have a right to ship,
thelr }mu:hald. effects from one permanent station to an-
ather at e 804 to uae Govemment radip
fachlities for personal messages they do
xmm w10| official business.

tecting his fellow admiral, however, Admiral Nim-
1z avuloakm several things. One was that Admiral Cooke

automol nenl n. Government expense 1o
whereas Cooke ngtao. Therefore, he did not +
his pmwm rmm one permanent base ther.

Second, some of the radio messages sent at Government
expense were priority messages, * therefore rated shead of

ﬂvvﬂm:unt
'Iau'.ing fact was that the executive officer of
Admiral Cooke's car was_ his

"First deal fell umm:h. Meyer working on another.
Where is Joe. All of us worried” :




