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High Taxes And Inflation

PIHCIB are currently the No. 1, political
issue in the opinion of a great many
politiclans but taxes may turn out to be
an equally hot question In the 1948 cam-
paign and in the next session of the 80th
Congress. And they should be. Although
everyone -1s complaining about the high
cost of living, the high cost of government
is a larger item In the inflation which now
is alarming consumers as well as econo-

The New Jersey T ers Assoclation
has figured out that the per capita food bill
is $326 a year, and the cost of supporting
the Federal Government alone.is $341. To
the latter figure the cost of State and local
government must be added. As the price
spiral continues, we are likely to hear more
discussion and see evidence of public aware-
ness of this big tax item. There will be de-
mands for “less government” as well as for
citizens fo “eat less” and to “waste less,”
theme thll Et'nlfnr Taft nu' is busily

cratlc argument — that tax reduction
would be inflationary in that it would in-
crease spending power and add to the de-
mand for scarce goods—certainly has lost
some of its economic validity as well as all
of 1is political appeal in recent weeks. High
prices have done so much to Impair Amer-
ican purchasing power that we have now
reached the polnt where tax rellef must be
considered as a measure to check the
plungé toward a recession and deflation.

Btrongest polnt In the Democratic case is
that it 1s more important to sccumulate a
surplus to apply to the national debt than
it 1s to reduce taxes. The' crisls we now
face poses the question whether anything
is more important than a tax cut at this
time. *

Third main polnt in the Democratic posi-
tion is that taxes should be left high to
provide a surplus which could be used as &
fund for foreign
In view of all the other provi-

g swing. in
the We‘.

The Democrats are going to have to.

think up a better argument than they have
advanced thus far in answering the R-equ-
lican contentioh e
1 'nu-n is no. j'u:ﬁﬂnum for wartime
+tax rates in present taxes are an
al

burden. '
2. Rﬂ!mhmmmnnﬂmﬂmw
it expenditures would

‘Governmen! make pos-
d.hh-hxcm'ﬂhm left over to *
start paying off the $258 national

3. The present level of taxes is inflation-
ary in that it encourages farmers and busi-
to nﬂﬂ”ml!ﬂ
mzmmnumnhlnnmhndu:dx
profit from tha sals of the goods.

One of the major points in the Demo-

slons we have made and are making for
forelgn emergencles it 1s doubtful if this
argument will carry much weight with
price-badgered, tax-ridden voters in &
campalgn year, or even that it will be ad-
vanced again. #

“There still is the final argument that we
can't have a tax cut along with a proper
military program, the Marshall Plan, ade-
quate Government services, ete. It 1s obvi-
ous that we are golng to have to glve up
something buf it 1s pqually clear that we
can no longer defer the tax cut. It looks as
if we will just have to get along with fewer

and less : service.
It also looks as if the Republicans have the
P:;IMI'IEI on the spot with this issue for
1948,

A Delayed-Actwn ‘Bomb .

GREAT 3sin of the North Carolina
Grange, according to the gospel of
Commissioner of Agriculture Kerr Scott, is
that it flew its banner for the Good Health
last Winter, He shouted to assem-
bled farmers in Ralelgh that they, the
Grange, and the state at large had been
duped by the sinister movement to butld
new hospitals and traln more doctors in
North Carolina.
' He wasn't long in getting a denlal from
the Good Health people and the Grange ft-
self, but we have a hunch that Tar Heels
won't bother much with the squabble. We
don't imagine public sentiment . would
damn the Grange If it did wade Into the
Good Health program, and ‘was caught red-
handed. It appears to be a good old North
Carolina custom for. groups of every hue
. and color to scratch for almost every cause
that comes along. And, unless our memory
has backfired on us, there were enough
groups, committees and whatnot on public
endorsements of the Good Health move-
ment to stretch from Manteo to Murphy
and back by Cherokee and Currituck,
u:l‘ 1sn’t telling tales out of school to re-
that Kerr Bcott always. o] this
Good Heal g
cere reasons of his own. He spoke out pub-
lely on the subject before Kay Kyser's
campaign came to a boll, and did not enter
in the festivities attendant-upon its pass-
age through the Legislature. The Commis-

sioner belleves it will not help North Caro-"

lina farmers—though a good many hard-
headed native farm people, including
Progressive Farmer Clarence Poe, disagreq
with him dwmushly

th program—certainly for ain-,

Mr. Scott's notions are his own business,
and we suppose the Good Health Associa-
tion Is as vulnerable as the next eause. But
we can't see wha! purpose he is serv-
ing by stirring pot again, more than
six long months after the Legisiature had

" put out the money for a program it ap-
proved In substance two and a half years °

ago.

If "the location of the four-year medical
school at Chapel Hill is still a burning 1ssue
it s a curious one. Before the hurrah over
Good Health broke out last Fall the Chapel
HIll site had been agreed upon by the Leg-
islature, via the Teport of a natfonal com-
mittee of outside experts. The acceptance
or refusal of the generous offer of Greens-
Boro's Cone famlly, it atems to us, may be
confidently left to Unliversity trustees —
who are not exactly college sophomores

aflame with the old Tar Heel spirit. (And .

* accepting the Cone offer would entall more

the
its own sction). *

‘We had a notfon—and still have it—that
North Carolina’s job now 1s to get moving,
to try ‘and give our people hospital beds
they need so badly, to be about the train-
ing of doctors who will stay in North Caro-
lina. We're atrald Mr. Scott's cry of foul

. is just a little late. He might have had his

say in the House Chamber while the big
program wWas being debated, when he
would have had powerful friends on his
side who apparently belleve that the State
should not tinker with the present unsatls-
factory conditionséf hospital and medical
care in North Carolina.

The House That No One Knows

never heard such a vast and

awesome municipal silence as that
which now surrou
election for a new Charlotte auditorium.
Generally speaking, the’ electorate shows
.superb disinterest In the whole affalr. But
it 1sn't because the community doesn’t
know that It needs’an auditorium, or thaf

out by the noise of marching feet below, of
planists driven mad by slamming doors and

the coming bond  telephone bells and the roar éf football

crowds outside, of barn dances and hot
bands and ‘chicken shows and conventlons
and wrestling matches and symphony or-
ghestras battling the echoes, all from the
same stage. Perhaps we will not Jose so

1t doesn't want one. Up to now, the voters ~many conventions for lack of a hall. Per-
know well enough that they're Io&ﬂng at haps, but we wouldn't bet on it.

another pig In the poke. They suspect that
once more, the big announcement has been
made, and the day of décision set, beforé
the planning has been done,

e ¢ will stir
Last weekZon the first day of reglstid-  real vote

The campaign, up to now hasn't won
friends, and probably has delighted the
opposition, We, still hope that the detalls
weeka before the election
the community and bring out &

were lonely people becausé  we're afrald two dangerous impressions

tion,

voters thought City Hall was holding out
on them, asking for $2,500,000 for & bulld-
Ing of unknown design and purpose, to be
bullt on an unknown site,"¢contalning none-
knew-what facilitles. It wasn't easy for

opposition to form—but 1t whs almost im-

have been spread: 1) That we don't know

what we're trying to build. 2) That offl-
clals belleve the public wants an audito-
rlum so badly tha théy won’t ask for de-
talls, If those notlons persist we won't get
the auditorium this time—and probably

possible for elvic-minded groups which shouldn't.

have long velped for an adequate audito-
rium to back a campalgn about which they
knew nothing. People who were

Sinners in lhu Bouth American n;mnky

called City officlals and talked to plan-
ning experts. They called newspapers and
talked on the streets, asking for Informa-
tion. It seemed that there was no informa-
tion.

Yesterday a group of young veterans
from the American asked the Coun-
¢il how come, They didn’t find out much,
but they got a promise that they would
shortly be told what the’ bullding would
look like, what it would contain, and' what

of partly for

25 per cent ol t.he coffee drunk yearly ln
the Unlted Btates, reports the New York
Journal of Gommerce. A writer for the bus-
Iness newspaper reveals that early priests
in Colombla started a tradition that the
atonement for sins was to be found fn the
planting of new coffee shrubs. Yourlg Co-
lomblans seemingly sowed a lot of wild
oats, consequently, they also planted &
Iot of coffee. As a result, Colombia furn-

ishes a quirter of gllthe coffee consumed -

it could be used for. There would probably  In the Unlted States today.

be nothing about the site, and dgtulled

A drinking driver Is described as dn accl-

were .
port from the Planning Board, vhlnh dent golng somewhere to hi and ‘s
would try to bring an old survey of needs. * gpeeder a8 one who approaches the coroner
Up o date—belatedly, it seemed to.most—  ut 60 miles per hour—Eibertor (Gd.) Star.

the public would be told what there was h

Perhaps 1t will be all right in the end, "

Politicians who ask that no p\lhil.r.ity be
given their activitles are terribly disap-

and we will have our auditorium. Perhaps  pointed when their requests are complied
drowned ©  with.—Roms

there will be an end to concerts

(Ga,) News-Tribune.

in favor of the auditorium. But '

‘Ah Yes, Amigos —I Know How Hungry You Are’’

51g1(rLY J
CASH

People’s Platform

A Big Difference In Isms

CHARLOTTE
lT peems to be true that at least 8 majority of the
American people kuow little or nothing dbout
Fascism munism. If it were not true, astute
politiclans would mot attempt to make political my
out of the false mssertion—"There is no difference
between Fasclsm and Communism'; obviously he
believes that the politically jgnorant are more num-
erous uun the intelligent,” Such widespread pouucnl
18 & great menace to democracy, esm.-clnlly
‘when l-l-ulll attacks on democracy are under w
“The puhn:tzmg of even the basic principies of
these two should at least stop the viclos
llh‘:kﬂ on the inﬂ‘xenﬂll liberals, because one who
ks m favor of & “common ownership of
industry” could hardly be.a “Red”
lesman. I request publication of the following,
which Is taken from the Encyclopedia Americana:
‘Fasclsm—"Political .nd mlnl mnwmrnl \'hlllch

stresses the dominance o and the sub-
servignce to it of the mdlvmull *ndiidunl rluhts
rded {o the advancement of -collective
It insists upon obedience to
sppointed authority and pursues the policy of the
oAl of the strong, T8 phllosophy la directly
opposed to democracy and commi

are
power of the State,

Comms

ablest of American writers, that Tfuman's strategy
on foreign affairs has been one blunder after another.
¢ is mighty easy for Mr. Churenill to slt bick in his
den, with a long cigar in his mouth, and tell the
Americans Just how to run thelr business.

—J. 0, HOLLOWAY.

Parking Meter Questions

Editors. Tim New
ILE znln: "o work this morning (Sept. 30), T
observed the collection of the moneys In the park-
ing meters and to my amazement, I saw two clty.em=
ployees collecting the money, and ome policeman
foine along to watch them.

Now, it seems to me that there should be one
sty emolgvee on the pav roll whe i honest cnougty
for a bonding company to take e on. If
I« ho sueh empioyee, then 1t " time Jor the City 1o
clean_how

Atio. (hough the Cily Administration makes &
great palaver about the parking meicrs being for the
benefit of the citizens, their sole interest is really
in the amount of revecue derived from the so-
catled parking distributars.

And when the city 18 now naymg salaries to thres

CHARLOTTE

unism—"Doctrine of mlnl equality wh!:h
takes Its modern from the of
Lenin and fts lnnllcnunn in the Soviet. It ls the
direct opposite of the capltalistic system, Inasmuch
as It 'Dm!ddl for the abolition of the inequalities in
wealth, and Is based upon & common ownel l

and industry, including management, Under
B Rentar the financial returns.from. ail activities of
a commuplstic sclety are equally divided among o
It takes its hame from lls pnderlylng principle of
sharing all things {n commo
—W. 8. BURNS.

Churchill’s Blugprint

Editors, THE News:
editorial in Tar News of Sept. 30, entitled,
'Churchill Reealls Fulion.” was both able and
yary foctual. Most caretul readers recall that Church.
il announced to the world that he was coming to
the United Beam n .lamnury 1546, to Test and hlso
to make a speech. He planted himself in a Florida
resort, and Wall Slm! had all the natlon's big shots
trek down to Florlda and let the noted British ’rnry
put & bug In thelr ears with reference
d ind msibility In fighting almost llnulv

MONROE

uty ai
handed the ian brand of socialism in all parts of
the rlobe.

Even Truman was making ready to go down to

have this Tory bellwether tell him -just what he
must make the Americans do about -mrla affairs,
doze: rikes, and the threat of a
Rational railway strike, causeq him and his advisers
hq cancel the mp and sttend w his office, to keep
down severe criticlsm of the part:
In many articles in vnrlmm newspapers. T have
sald, and I ropeat I, that the British, through- just
such Torles as Churchill, have dumped the burdenx

American

Hons of ungrateful peoples, who never so muc!

sy ;hmk you.

am forced to agree with Walter Lippmann, the

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round *

. (Editor’s Nole—Drew Pearso:

ring. good for one free ride on lh: ‘Washington Merry.
Go-Round, to Charies Luckman, head of the new food
commitiee),

s ‘WASHINGTON
JLAST week two membere of Mr. Truman’s Cabinet argued
back and forth over who wns to head up the all-important

food eommittee—the committee which is to work out a

n today awards the brass

Ui Order o collnet the plitance of pennies
found in the meters, it would seem that It would be
cheaper to have n saln and get rid of the meters.
Also, in_this connectlon, why are people from out of
town,.who work In Charlotte. allowed topark all day
jonz in the meter gones, nothing sald about it.
While & citizen who puid the taxes, gets & ticket if
he Ro(-'. over cne min

t would scem to at the entire parking meter
i!LuuLlnn might need a thoroueh averhauling.
—JOHN C. GASTON.

Shakespeare For Bllrkhn]ﬂer

nmm Tax Nrw:
" BURKHOLDER'S "stuck whistle” sbout the
" “villanous New Deal” is getting a little tiresome.
He hns been most adequately described by Willlam
Shakesnease. who v.—rnu:
s common proof
That Towiines 1 Foang ambition's Jadder
Whereto the climber upward l.um his face,
But once he attains the upmi
~ He then unto the lndder turns *his bock.
Looks n the clotids, scoming the bse degrees
By wmm he did ascend”

w Deal wan the ldder which hmukhl the
provle up. “Hrom the “alough of despond.”  brought
them from the destalr which was rampant in our
Freat mation dusing the Hoover Administration —
brought them from the conditions whereby -there
was not a bank open between Charlotte, N. C.. and
Charleston, S. C. where farmers were not getting
anything for their produce and fine. upright citizens,

n of honor and deceny. men with large families
were tryinia Lo peddle thelr labor for a mere hand-out.

urkholder never seems to tire of listening,
and haoplly. T never tre of telling him. again and
again, that from that moment of dire circumstance
of our country. Roasevelt brought us to respectabllity
and to affluance, and now. Mr. Eurlhnlr!lr mu s0
many others, “looks in the clouds, an e
base. degrees by which he did ascend,” and Im to
add another line from Shakespeare, “Ingratitude,
thou marble-headed flend™
—B. H. EIDSON.

“We know all t you” replied
of Luckmar's life.

In that repoct wos the
began life selling newspapers. ferking
#ity of Tilinols, finally selling soap for

plan - Luckman has

ki aboud Uhal.rml.n Geolfrey
Heyworth, thumbing through a thick report on every phase

story of  Kansas Oliy boy wha
grocerfes, and after working his way through the Univer=

Colgate's.
n selling one thing or another all of his

Marquis Chllda

i)

\Merely A Stopgap

e fixed ap-
u.n (R Ay

We have thres m:u well-de-
fined choices.. They

(1) Quit Greece n.un

Communists, then the outcome
woul a Iﬂlwnhlv of the
Lett.

8 Neaken mmitment for ten
long-range
restoration of &
prosperous country.
conditions would ba

Nnun]ly,
attached to such a commitment,

Iy decrease year.
, Onty Throngn aueh a commitiment
18 It likely that Greeks will be-
gln to Invest their money in

recce. Only by subatantially
raislng the level of Dboth. in+
dustry and agriculture it be
possible to wu\: velihood

for 1,500,00 ,peoy

(3) Grudgingly another
appropriation-for » second year.
This would give
boost, but It," toor would 5o &
stapgap. It would' not end
unrest and uncertainty that to-

e any real rehabllifa~
fion all but ¢ Impossible. =
‘The nhhl.bﬂlty i !orr the last

choice, whith at a weak

comparison hetwnn nm other two.

A second year of aid might end,

temporarily at least, the Compnun-

st threat. 5
A great deal depends on the

coursé that Russia follows. The evi-

dence llx:umll.llm l‘mﬂl day to day
that the” masters of Kremlin
may have declded She biske 1s not
ripe to force the ixsue, Not only in
Greece but elsewhere the signs polnt
to & decision to use legal tactics
.

Stewart Aluo.P

Decline’ And Fall?

N!’lﬂm reluctance, the '

and to attempt to get
chrmmmum-nwhhho_
ists have been excluded.

Thanrl:tlb:Hnl thl'!‘

ETOw ad-
“nmh&hlﬂmmmh

OUE POSITION STRONG |

In spite of the delays and the
certainties in the American ald

[ R L

amu'mmdum
t Unlon, now alse s
llndhnl.l.hm

f

i

possible t 8 minimum of ‘potrer!
the necessary dollars Will be forth-  and influence. The chief . instru=|
wmmg. mu dollars are only half ment to this end was the m
Dollars are not edi-  tional Communist partles, &
nle. 'nne is why, in moments of 1 Moscow. In 1947, these parties
loom, those close to the Washing- exerting all their energies %o
tori scene are sométimes tempted to  seize control of the nations of
that some future Oibbon, western , and particularly of
industriously complling “De- France and Italy, &
cline and  Fall of the Unitsd OUR FOREIGN POLICY e
States,” might write as follows: It was clear to the American
y causes have been advanced leaders that unless something wers
for the extraordinary events which . would leadt
occurred In the middle of the nnl.lt.lndth.m
Twentieth Century. Yet s close ~ control of all Europe. The 5
study of the eonf A8 the United States, for .«
ads the honest historian Ines- ~dent strategic reasons.” had
capably to the conclusion that the precisely this
United States (together with West- Thus it is with amazement {hat
ern civilization as a whole) was de- P‘ the an=
stroyed by Teason of the inordi- nouncement of an!Ameriesn
nate appetite of the American peo-  clal. known £
ple for meat. Agriculture,” in the month of Sep=
FOOD TO PREVENT DISASTER - tmoer 1T, L

To um!y mu llpemc. ‘hardly .

were fed to
the year {5k T he. Amerks .
cans been able to divert no more
than~three or four ~ milllon of
piin-tothe Jfeeding

of the fam!
i

the
have b(tn averted.

Yet they were, or belleved them-
selves to be, powerless to act.

Ditticult as’ it now 18 % leredit,

the area then known as the United
States was at that time wealthy,
populous, and enormously uc~

nd so vast its natural riches, that
the country emerged from the sec=
ond Cermam War more Prosperous
than it had ever been béfore.

:Soap Emperor, Heads ‘Food ‘Committee

r, divorce, and sex 1s "”“‘:Q
“and: what st good -for the
‘more:

“I.don't think murde
n't goed for my busi
delivering

ublic,” he explained,
iness.”
Instead. he mnunlnnl':d on Bnh ‘Hope's hmﬂ',

In fact,

drama called “Fighting Bemwr"
tl..l.‘;lclmlr.'u latest unuuon ‘has been in the fleld of labor

{lv;r ratloning the Ameriean public and then make the public
Secretary of Commerce Averell Hirriman argued for
Wisconsin's ex-Senator Bob La Follette, a thoroughly trusted,
experienced public servant. Secretary of Agriculture Ander-
son, on the other hlmd ed for meteoric young Charles
Luckman, whom the rable Lever Brothers Soap Co. of
England picked to end lta hr-ﬂunk properties (Pepsodent,
Rinso, Lux, Lifebuoy. Spry) in the United States.
+_ In the end, Anderson won out Chuck Luckman, nkrﬁ
38, one of the miracles of American business, was
chairman of the food committee.
TheSecretary of Agriculture had come to know Luck-

man At the close of the war when the soap companles, the

8. Government all were

came in to

world fat situation. The survey probably cost. L
000 but he Aidm't even keep a copy for hi

el beat the fat shortage.” Anderson says.

“For, s & result, we were able to encourage rapeseed in

‘Furope, nut oils in England, and so on. It was one of the

best jobs I've ever seen.”

New Soap Emperor

dr many people had heard of Chuck Luckman until about

year ago, when suddenly Lord Leverhulme, in-
Tierttor of the vas, Lever soap empire which bears his father's
name, :l.lled him o ln:ndcn. And at a meeting of Lever
directors. Luckman was told

pml'luhle pm-penln in the United States.

Levers tmmense
“But you don't know me" countered the 37year-old
Luckman.

e had been selected to head. cperas. 'These radio dras

life, and eventually made such' n showing for Colgate that
he was snapped un by the Pepddent Company, Result: Pep-
sodent's gross profits Tose from $600,000 to .000.

Later, Lever brothers bought up Prpmﬂcnt And it has
Bbeen sald In the soap trade that Lever bought Pepsodent out
only to obtaln the services of Chuck Luckman. (Hls pres-
ent salary: $300,000 & vear.)

Only Instructicn the Lever directors gave Luckman when
he took over his new fob was to “operate as he thought best.”

One of the first things he did after taking over m.; new
nsslenment was to tum the soap world topsy-turvy by In-
sisting that the Association of American Soap and Uly-:mna
Producers ba headed by a “small soaper.

For years there had been rivalry and bitterness between
the three bz soap companies of the USA (Lever Brothers,
Proctor & Gmmble and Colgate’s) on one hand, and about
400 small_soap companles on the other. Always in the past,
the Big Three had rotated as head of the 30 2080 association—
much to the re:nnumnt of the “small soa

Grext was the astonlshment 10 the soap trade, thefefore,
when Luckman, newly appointed head of the largest soap
company in the USA. calmly announced: that though It was
his turn to be president of the goap association he would
step aside in favor of a little soa|

For the first time in years, peace now relgns between the
big soapers and the little soapers.
Exit Soap Operas

ND’I’HER nvnlullunlrv move made by Luckman was to
ns heard over the
alr whlle *he Tousewtte. washes her dishes have been the
bulwrk of sonp advertising for years. But Luckman: dropped

em.

v

pay rolls. If we were to di basic relationst
search fust 10 per cent of the appropriate;
annually for consumer rucmh. w- would not be such puzled;
inhabitants of the cockeyed world in which we lve.”
Carrying out that creed, Tuckman recently 8 cone;
tract with the Chemical Workers Unlon (AFL) B A
Brudluy. hnn of the unibn, n:'l'leﬂ “one of the.
of good colléctive bargaining {n the United Btates.”

“If we had more mutual u ﬂ erstanding of this III.-
Bradley sald, “the so-called llbm' problem wouldn't exist.™

Luckman, however, Ia not one to kowtow to labor. Tn
fact, he leveled. some caustic barbs directly at labor.uniony
chiefs inthe place where it hurt most. After considering re=,
seare] iscovered thll, out of 600 labor

seven had bal ln!m

own emnlwym

“It buddubtllll whether as many as 20,000 of the 110.000¢

p!r who lerk for the unlons are protected by collective

i:r'mda At

contracts with their}

-

the man whom llbor h ]:ml.led 50 en!

sells them on the id
scribed.




