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SHUFORD, North Carolina's
- Comniissioner of Labor has been con-
ducting a sort of one-man stump campaign
. for a state minimum wage law for some
months now, How many converts Mr. Shu=
[ ford has made we don't know, but at least
" there does not seem to be any organized

a1id vocal opposition to his proposal, even

 though 1t is certaln that a bill incorporat-
Ing it will be Introduced at the coming
| session of the Legisiature.

i What Mr. Shuford wants to do, essential-
1y, 1s,extend the provisions of the Federal
‘Wages and Hours Law to those North
| Carolina workers not mow covered by it
- because they are employed In intra-state
commerce. This would guarantee them a
_minimum wage of 40 cents an hour for a
- 40-hour week, with time and a haif for
avertime. The Federal law, according to
Department of Labor estlmates, now cov-
ers about 60 per cent of the workers in
the state, and the other 40 per cent are
concentrated primarily in minor indus-
tries, the service trades, and retailing.
Nelther the Federal law nor the bill pro-
| posed by Mr. Shuford affect farm workers,
| or workers employed in such seasonal en-
" terprises as fi

» Ome reason, apparently, that Mr. S8huford
to

to maintain any speclal records or make
any additional reports to Raleigh. Nor
would it subject employers to any inspec-
tions to which they are not now llable;
present state laws set a 48 hour week for
women workers and a 52 hour week for
males (this limit for men would be re-
pealed, incldentlally, by the proposed bill)
and empowers Labor Department inspec-
tors to Inspect employment records. Mr.
Shuford insists that a2 wage-hour law would
create no mew bureacracy: he could en-
forcg, it. he believes, with a few additional
tnspectors and a clerk or two.

Certainly the proposal deserves serious
consideration by the Legislature. Whatever
readjustments we may expect during 1947,
it seems cértain mow that we are in for a
period of sustained high prices. Few legise
lators could honestly argue that $16 a
week constitutes anything more than a
bare subsistence wage In these times, or
ever will this side of an out-and-out de-
pression. And few employers could argue
that such a minimum wage would con-
stitute an undue hardship when it is.being
met successfully by all those engaged In
interstate commence.

‘That there will be some opposition. how-
ever, is Inevitable. And to meet it we can
think of no better argument than the

Has met with so little open
- date is that most employers are now pay-

ing a minimum .wage of $16 a week or

close to it. Many of them, however, re-
| quire a work week in excess of 40 hours,
and the Labor Department estimates that
about 60 per cent of North Carolina’s Intra-
state workers would receive a modest up-
ward pay adjustment if the law were en-
acted.

Mr, Shuford argues, with considerable
| logic, that the present lack of a state
| wage-hour law establishes an unfalr dif-
| ferential between two classes of workers

In North Carolina engaged in tasks call-

ing for the same energles and skills. If

60 per cent of the workers are given the
|, protectlon of a wage floor and & work limit,

he insists, there is no good reason why
* the other 40 per cent should be denled it.

Moreover, the differential could be wiped

out quickly and simply by the passage of

# law which would require no employer

The Schools Are Also

ET us suppose that a businessman, prac-

tical as they make 'sm and with a
head as hard as granite, operates a free
enterprise in North Carolina with 150
branches employing some thousands of
workers. And let us suppose that the books
didn’t look s0 healthy at the end of the
year, and that he has ordered a survey
to find out why.

And when the resulls come In let us
suppose that he finds that In the last
six months 86 per cent of ‘his branches

had a heavy turnover In personnel;
that thirteen per cent of his employees
are now totally unqualified for. their jobs
and had been hired In desperation; that,
€ven after his local managers let the bars
down In thelr search for workers they
still had so many vacancles they had had
to consolidate or eliminate someddf the
. departments of the various branches; and
that more and more of his most valuable
employees were quitting the job every day.

What do you suppose our hypothetical
businessman would do once he had re-
covered from his shock and dismay and
gotten past his first burst of unseemly
language? Certainly he would conclude
that he was only one jump away from
the bankruptey courts and that he had

better do something about it. He would _

either have to curtall his operations dras-
tlcally, or attract more and better people
to work *for him. And he would know,

It Doesn’t Compare

SPECDI-ATKON on the possible Pulldzl‘l-
of Tke

of most under the
Federal law, When the Wage-Hours Act
was first enacted many an employer said,
and some honestly belleved. that it would
drive him stratght to bankruptcy. Today
there is hardly a murmur of protest against
-the theory of wage-hour legislatlon, al-
though there Is opposition to the current
effort to up the Federal 65

1921 And 1947

cents. Many of the original critics, indeed,
now concede that placing a floor under
wages and a celling on hours has helped
stabilize their operation and has protected
them against unfair competition.

There is nothing daring, original, experi-
mental or radical about Mr. Shuford’s pro=
posal. The record shows that a minimum
wage law has worked to the general satis-
faction of both employers and employees in
the case of 60 per cent of North Carolina's
workers; there s little reason to doubt
that it would work'equally well in the
case of the other 40 per cent.

Business

being both practical and hard-headed, that
the way to attract more and better people
i3 to pay them more money.

‘Well, this is exactly what has happened
to one of the most Important businesses
in North Carolina—the public schools. The
figures we have here translated into terms
of a businessman's employment problem
are taken from the latest report of the
North Carolina Education Assoclation,
based on a survey covering 150 of the 181
administrative units of the North Caro-
lina public school system.

We commend this analogy to all those
in Ralelgh who will be wrestling with«the
school in the weeks ahead. Bank-
ruptcy is not too strong a word for the
prospect facing the schoals: it is, if any-
thing, inadequate. The fatal weakness of
the biggest business in the state would be
& source of direct concern to only a limited
number of North Carolinians, but the de-
generation of the school system is a grave
threat to every cltizen.

We hear & lot of talk about the business
approach to Government these days. (What
ever became of the Silent Citizens, by the
way?) And we, certainly, would like to
see a businessman's approach to the school
problem, one which recognized two of the
fundamental principles of any sound busi-
Tess operation: (1) No enterprise is any
better than the people who make it up.
(2) You can’t expect to get any more than
Jou pay for.

With Sherman’s

hero with 100-proof charm is the best of
all

}uve reached the ummlu n‘unurmy vhen

l eonyﬂghteﬂ repon that the General had
Temarked o a fishing companion that he
wouldn't mind being President some day.
‘When a panting reporter arrived at his
Florida retreat to ask Ike to confirm or
deny he sald: “You know that's a lle."

‘Well this disposes of The Times-Herald
Teport, but we are not all certain that
1t disposes of the Eisenhower boom. As a
quotation from a general we could hardly
rank it alongside, if you'll pardon the ex-

* pression, W. T, Sherman's, “If nominated
| I will not accept, and if elected I will
_not serve.”

Mrs. Elsenhower also had some observa-
tions designed to discourage political Bpec-
_ulation concerning her husband. She
_polnud out that neither she nor Ixe had

(sald, heard the General discuss politics or
~politicians, favorably or unfavorably, (Well,
[ of course, Mrs. Eisenhower wasn't in Eu-
| rope when the visiting Ilmmn from Con-
gress used to arrive in droves at SHAEF
tell tbq theul how to deploy m-

‘to.

in- either a
-G.OP. or Democratic convention.

At this reading the General certainly
must be written down as a little ‘d' demo-
crat. That ‘d’ could still grow taller or
disappear altogether in the months ahead,
however: It probably won't be safe to
count out General Tke until the nomina-
tions are closed at both Party conventions.

Henry Wallace envisages a world free
of want by 1986. Unlike Hank, we have
unshakeable faith in our posterity, and its
ability to cook up.new wants.

“I wonder if there’s a thought In this
for bottle manufacturers,” mused the old
rounder, as he looked over the new foun-
tain pen that never runs dry.

About understanding the Russians—
which ;we ‘are urged to do: is it O. K. if
we don't try to fathom those soldier chorus
m:;p‘l,mﬁ stand about hollering songs to
L

“Motor traffic to incréase 65 per cent in
15 years."—Item.- As In the case of the
Cambridge lady who started up the four-
foot alley with a car five feet wide, we
dm't&hn.

nghts Benches, Busses

toms. And It i & conditlan that has caused a lof of
trouble in this world.

It might oe an evidence of Intelligence to adopt
as a slogan for this atamic sge, "WATCH YOUR
HEAD."

Editors, THr News:
(QNE year ago today, the writer took up his resi-
dence in the fair city of Charlotte, and de-
spite ft's relatively high pesition on the crime lists
and it's low pasition on the morality and educationai
lists, T have learned to like it. The g8 of
the “city fathers” notwithstanding, 1 am convinced
that Charlotte has a greal ruture. Having purchased
a home here, and with e squad of children attending

\.“

FNose To The Grindstone
V-3

None of the men who have
great were motivated by the lust for Individusl power.
—R. 0.

! Marquis Childs .

WASHINGTON

Wrm the years end the War

Department has been staging

a unu of nmne-chnun: off-the-

* record conferences on  the

menace -nd horrar of ‘nuﬂ:u War,

‘when radio-activated dust and bac-

. ‘teria of a new degree of deadliness

Wil raln down o citics and towns.

It 1s no colncidence that this

comes at ular time.

Tequests for appropriations will go

up to the new Congress, Policy-
ake ar ent

American
pukilc, and with them (helr repre:
sentatives in Congress assembl
will seltie back Injo the comfort-
sble, somnolens, indlffereace of the
pre-1939 yea:

Of lmmedise concern 13 th

and money. And
re

r
1, at any rate from H\! point. uf
view of ita chances of passage, is
unification of the armed services.
MEANS ECONOMIES

In s campramise form. this 1s

terson has worked unceasingly for
unification. In recent -dlscussions
in the Buréau of the Budget on
mulmn» appropriations, Paitetson

P'Ben't go lo the President and
el Bl Shere are T duplications
In these requests, There are dupli-
cations and you all know it, ss
well as 1 do.”

Navy policy-makers have always
belittled the economles that could
be achieved In this way. But Pat-
frrson. Einis they are not small,

ints, as one exmplv. w the
fact that ‘the Army an Navy
maintaln separate ﬂyln( et with
completely separate stalfs here in
- Washington. With unification of
commands in the Pacific, It may
be possible to take another step

Harold Ickes

WASHINGTON

NEW “lberal” simulacrum was

on display last week-end at

the Commodore Hotel in New York
which was fulsomely baptized "Pro-
= gressive Cltizens of America The

made this country
VANDERCOOK.

its schools, and having lived in many other towns Anpnpreciation
and cities throughout thece United States, T bt“c'i; PP COLUMBUS. 0. ;‘v\"l::i‘lm:f n;:u:h:po;n:m.“m::
it Is my duty to help the city In s striving toward CMB {omaling, dre: alrsgdy thmil: o

a greater glory.
t belter day therefore. than this first day of
1847, to remind the City Council that Charlotte ls
probably the worst lighted city of It's size in the entire
United States? Let’s brighten up our streets at night,
and the crime rate will take a big drop.
us provide sidewalic benches wherever we can
find @ place for them. so that the stranger within
our gates will have a place to rest other than hotel
lobbles. A good place would be around the Presbyte-
rian Church.
I had also in mind the provision of waste recep-
tacles, but 1 belleve tual such arrangements are
under way. The Departmsnt of Streets is Lo be com-
mnﬂ:d
no other city has the writer observed such
nner durum for pedusrrians as is shown by u;:
t

Resignation

Editors, Tux News:

drivers of Charlotte at ine street
seems 1o be the ruls of all drivers when turning Into
 main street to block tae sidewalk 5o that all pedes-
trinns must detour arpund the car, even though the
light Is with the lescrian.  When seminded that

'\ THE News:
AM in receipt of your letter of the 20th, containing
tear-sheet and note of apology re my communi-
ation.

Pleuse ecept iy wpprectatlen for your prompt
and courteous response.
etter I Tha Chamote Nevs T hive heatd frorm soms
of my North Carclina friends, who Likewise value your
siving prominence to te corrected statement.
RY R. ERVIN,

Pruidwlv Ohle WCTU,
Vice-Premdent, National WCTU.

as been made concerning
resignation as Al ot North Caroffne
Association for Wine Control
Generally _speaking,
the State v

] have found the

members of NC-PAC and/or the
Independent Citizens Committee of
the Arts, Sclences and Professions.
In short. there was little new about
thls organization except the substi-
tution of a fresh title for two stale
ones. However, among those prom-
inently present was Mr. Henry A.
Wallace, who, when lasr heard from,
been proc:

e the publication of my

the acrnl])t «city machines and the
pall-thar daies of the Democrsiic
Apparently, Mr. Wallace h

lhﬂl‘lﬂﬂlﬁd the theory, which never
was & lenable one, that the liberal

y'In the
the Democratic

s
GREENSBORO

y  have lis being onl
exhalations from
‘machine,
SEES DIM FUTURE
I would be the last man in the

the pedestrian too has some rights, these drivers usu-
-Lly have the stock expression “Who the hell do

u think you are?” If sutficlent ol them are fined,  know, has been based on (1) policing and regulation
t:ne,v eventualy will learn to leave the cr of the industry to the end that undesirables might
clear. be ellminated and conditions lmdn ‘which

‘While walting for & bus at the Pres| rlan
Hospital a few nights sgo, I wrote down the bus
schedules which are posted on the street thebe, and
on reaching home I gleefoily typed them and posted
them on the back of & door for ready reference by
the entire family. Ouess I'll have to burn it, because
the 7:30; 7:35 and 7:40 busses did not run tonight.
so we (my wife and 1) had to cancel our plans and
re home,

Of course. this 13 New Year's Day, and possibly
the bus company gave some of the drivers -a day
off, but at least they should let the public know
when the schedules are

Better lighting, cleaner streets, public benches
for tired citizens,
and more dependable bus rchedules &0 0ot too mich
to usk for {n 1947, Charivte can do

A IGNATURE, WITHHELD,

The Ego
EVANSTON, ILL.
Editors, Tue

New:
WHILE nflntion 1s occupying our attentlon, what
about the inflated egos, otherwiss known as the

That seems to be a very difficult eondition to
check because the owners seldom nmqnj;. the sympe

ns, stricter observance of traffic rules should

g ssible, and u ni of

ibel und obacenity u-lll n dnle! ed—othertots
letter must be signed, al-

_ swelled heads? ad

we will w'ilhho

in the program 2 which T mve atrected for the wlne in-
dustry for the past six years,

The People’s Platform 1s avatlable to any
reader who cnvu !a mount ﬂa‘cwmumcal ns

anything goes. Each

though, in exceptional cases and up

med o tell the pablic. of
lhe hmmq- lelf rt(ul n_program and
courage the use of wine for
b lemperste mealtime beverage: and () engender
interest n the production of grapes In Noth
lina 85a mew o ash crop.,

eel that we hm some measure of success in
cach of 'thess thres- and,

and_neipt oountry to speak disparagingly of
sny liberal movement that had any
chance of success. But as I con-
template tha tea leaves in the cup,
1 cannot see any future for the so
fulsomely dominated “Progressive
clllum of America® What was

needed was an exchange of “new
faces for old."

The appolntment of two co-chalr-
men, supported by all of 30 vice-
c]u\rmen (count lhﬂm“. and & na-

boa dire of 200,

This program, as you

other than as

zlvn an_impression or weakness
and. not of strength. Any army is

—JOHN W. CAFFEY, mnot impressive that has more gen-

erals than privates.
Moreover, no liberal movement
can prosper that,

from its ves

e typewritten 1y
the paper.

Communism

est,
the writer's namé.—Ediors, mmpaliser Wi, B Thembership.

Quote, Unquote

EAL disarmament cannot be achieved without
lequate measures of inspection to ln.luu !lﬂ-
clent enforcement.—Senator Tom Connally (I

A strong buttress would have becn
* & statement that if a Communist
/ slipped in through e Sacx door,
he would be promptly expelled, The
platform could
en for granted, espe-
cinlly since 1t 1s already more than
a twice-told tale.

Future Of Defense

and bring about unification st the
‘Washington level. b

%0, it 15 highly -unilkely that Con-
gress will adopt. it.
thi it s continy

r:cnlll.lnl of \'u]ull!lerl fell nﬂ ﬂ\]r-
Inl Nov Deceml|
npnn\vbevuldavmwldl-
cline normal for the season.
RECRUITING DOUBTS

But there is grave doubt in the

wer Dcplx!mnll that voluntary re-

will suffice. Senatars. re-

lumm from occupled Germany are

complaining that tpo many of our

occupation troops are beardless

bou. or young men Who mppear
be sub-standard.

Tentatively, the Becretary has
decided to follow more or less the
same course he took last year. m
will walt untll late February

early March to give r;u\ullnz I'h.lt
he belleves will be & thorough test.

“If there is not a decmeu improve-
ment between now and Mareh 1,
he expects to have to go to Capitol
HIL to ask that Belective Bervite
be_continued.

The act as extended by Congress
at the last session expires on March
31. After extenslon of the draft act,
a moratorium was declared under

wh young men could not
drafted for two months. A second
moratorium ends on the last day
of January.

TICKLISH SUBJECT

s & tcklish subject that
touches the sensitivities of mast

ini
German occupation. The Republi-
can majority will be reluctant to
Jeopardize its fund of public good
will by adopting & measure bound
to produce popular discontent.

Wallace’s Liberals

Dr. Prank Kingdon, one of the
co-chairmen, attempted to meet the
Laua of Cuncwaniem, eccarding &
the newspapers, 2go.
He announced in advance that the
new organization would not defend
estion, because if it did, it
n to defend
on other “minorities™, In saying this,
Dr. Kingdon was merely playing
with words, without his usual dex-
terity, In ‘the first place, necessari.
1y he ‘and his organization will have
1o defend on any issue that may
legitimately be ralsed. And the
recessity for a vigorous defense will
e in proportion to the public’s con-
viction that any charge L a well-
founded one.

NON-ASSIMILABLE

Oomagslens 1 st & “minority”

in the ll & Taclal or &
nlmou. minorty. Co
-assimilable

mmunism is a
political
e Negro, a Jew, oe a Cathol

&n unquestioned right to A!miuc

He might
Kmup |a work for its
assimilable, But a Com-
munlst would seek o foln this o4
organization of the lifted face not
beeause he believed 1n 1ts principles
an ted to advance them,
for the sole purpose of causing con-
fuslon, with futility resulting.
At an earlier conference, Mr. Phil
Murray, president of the CIO, made

re-
particular identity in
the soclal fleld, especlally when it
reprsezx!.s only ) uum n .
strong, factlon Labor, be

conslstent with :n-opcmion Dot o
with amalgamation. HAX'! we have
another cont terms
which i3 an obstacie to !h! ltllln~
ment of the mvenm Ject
ONLY TRUE ROA|

Tt t-m.)- Ll.m- Llntthlpm(m
sives of
selves Indtpendent[y nl cither ng the
two major partles for

policies 'J’Ill‘_h are Lnlll Hberal in
ope and intent. This ls the only

Dkt that a note of real pro
ressivism be sounded at the Wash-
lnmn conference.

ot peareers - Joe Martin Spurned Race For Presulency

(Ed. Note—Drew Pearson foday awards the brass
. ring, good for one free ride on the Washington Merry-Go-
:n'cuml. to Joseph W. Martin, new Speaker of the House

of Representatives),
WASHINGTON

WH'EK Joseph Willlams Martin Jr. was 21 years old he
faced & l-hl‘!e way declsion between a career of Dolmu.
wspapering or professional baseball. hn! bun

mnmm.; on the North Attleboro semi-pro_tea
begun a carcer on the North Attleboro Cheonicle. T mu end,
however, he chose politics. When this decision was an-
nounced to his !lullr. the elder Martin advised:

“You'll be better off Joe, if you stick to newspspering.
Politics is dirty business.”

Joe Martin, however, spurned parental advice, stuck “to

wuuu mu wduy becomes the first Republican Speaker of
f Representatives since the fabulous, almost for=
;ntuzn d-y- of Nick Longworth.
As' such, Joe Hlﬂl.n WI\I \n & popular, unspectacular,
Ieader. ‘majority, P S0 has
his feet firmly lmunded m the basic caution of his pa
his eyes are are not riveted wifolly on the past. He does not
believe in making a fetish nut of tradition merely for tra-
dithn’s sake; he recogni necessity of making conces-
sions to changing times.,

When Roosevelt was riding the crest of New Deal reforms.
Joe rode the wave too. Once when joshed about his liberal
voting record, Martin half-jokingly replied:

“The world moves and I move with it.”

Joe is no militant, either In temperament’ or expe zience:
Nor is he a conservativ e q'ulb( {riendly. smi
bodunals who believes in honi decency i public u

as ift private life. He lbhor! rreed, crookedness and
Pﬂ'ﬂlﬂ suffering.

No Dictator, Martin

IIYKAT was why he has champloned hbor‘l right to organize,
supported Social Security, voted for th ant many

Roosevelt reforms. Once when Martin was approached by

Wall Street moguls ‘I‘“)‘l a pmpou] to \It‘lﬂh the aocuﬂu.es

and Exchange Commission o the pretext of helping business,

ts won

he replled that he wouldn't touch their proposition with &
“ten-foot pole.
During the pre-Pearl Harbor days when many Repub-

licans were pol J

Martin swung his weight vigorously behind the President.
He voted for nlUnm] detense, against isclation, and When
the question of lend-lease came before & secret GOP caucus,
he advised:

Listen carefully to the discussion.

“Read the testimony.
Use your judgment, but vote

Go home and think it It over.
like Americans.”

Coolidge’s Friend

I, ¥ Cuvin Coolidge who oe Martin his first real
lift in politics. At the age of 32, s had bt cleted o
the Massachusetts Senate where he met Cwlldxl then Cb‘-k-
man of the Rules Committee. Coolidge made Mattin
tary of his committee and the two became lifelong

In 1934 when Coolidge rn for re-clection. Martin
lected to Con-

backs One was in the Landon c:

he holped mml.hlla—bul cﬂu]d Dot elact. The other’ was in
the Willkie campalgn, to0 weld together
conflicting wings of he Republican P-rw s National Chatre
man.

In 1640, shartly beftre Willkle was nominated. several
friends urged Martin to run for President himself, and one
wealthy Pittsburgh backer Vitered to put u&om behind him.

ere are no strings attached to Martin was
told, *My friends and I just think you are e e best White
House timber in the fleld.

“I have no lmhlun.n.s in that direction.” Martin
plied. “I am pert:et.ly HMM o remain in the House. My
one ambi| be Speaker.

Friendly Efnemiea

UR years uv that mb:uan was almost Roll-
“ing Up oie In the 1043 off-year election.

umeam.mtnumuorwuum

House of Representatives. In the end, the Democral
cut by & few votes, however, and when it came time to
Savear in the Speaker, Jos went into the office of Sam Ray-
bumn !o escort him to the Speaker's rostrum.
* said Joe, “I've got. bud news for dom. 1 I hnpe?ou
nela \p under the shock. You've been re-el
A:m-.n T Martin havs & m ln
comman, Foth are bachelors, both are good {riends,
have mmnu the same middle-of-the-roag, -mun-nhamr
point of view.

Like most bachelors,'also, the new Speaker Is very fond
of children and keeps trinkets in his otfice 1o [h: to friends
for their youngsters.

‘Homeward-bound one chmtmu vlclum Martin phoned
m.u umn from Washington's Unlon Station and asked hls

tary, Jim Milne, to hurry v i package he had
leu in his desk,
“I cant go without It and my traln leaves in twenty
explatned.

m]nul.:l." he
rushed the package to the train just in tim
-s.y whats In this anyhow? he asked.  Sure mist be
{mportant, 1 haven't seen you so agitated about anything
since the election.’
“It's very important.” sald the Speaker-clect. “It's a dnu
for my little grandniec

Martin’s Big Opportunity

BACK in the deys when Martin was 31 and his father ad-
not to go into politics beca:

dlrty Dot pl.IM:

" "That's why I'm getting tnw it, dad.

cxuned p and t by holding’ your

you can‘t da thal nose and
m;nnm“m-u.nu 7

the man who made that observation i5 anything
blltanlhzllddl!\u is right in the thick of things, &
who cap, if he wishes, do great things to clean the
rotten apples out of the barrel and lift the
badly lowered prestige ith his abhorrence
n:mmmdc kednuz.du% do much to purge
it he really Jeads, ]



