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‘A Merit System For
"I\'EI runsiing battle over fncreasing
- tdachers pay in North Carolina has at-
tracted public attention to the inadequacy
‘of our public school system. but it has
also tended -to concentrate it upon one
phase of a complex problem. Certainly the
matter of salaries Is fundamental. but
merely making the teaching profession
more attractive financlally will not, in it-
self, guarantee a major improvement In
teaching standards.

A speclal commission of the General As-
sembly, charged with investigating the pos-
sibilities of a merit system in the public
schools, has recognized this, although with

. considerable reluctance. In its recent re-
port the commission makes. the excellent
polnt that the present system, which bases
pay solely upon educational background

Teachers

principle, they have already started throw-
ing barriers in the way of its establish.
ment. In a burst of that doubletalk which
has long been the curse of professional
educators, they speak of the need to “build
a program of research, select or build in-
struments of evaluation, determine their
validity, and work out a basis for their
application to a salary schedule.” This
task, they estimate, will require at least
three years and will cost $30000. And they
add the hedging suggestion that the pro-
gram be set up anly for the next biennium
so that if “no feasible plan has been hit
upon, the experiment would be discontin-
ued and the Idea of merit rating as a basis
for salary scheduling might be dropped.”

We do not beg the need for research in
préparing a merit system, and we do- not
consider $50,000 an exhorbitant sum to

and o1
the exghptional teacher. Time-servers move
upward in the scale as rapidly as do the
‘genuinely talented pedagogues. And noth-
Ing short of moral turpitude proved In
court 1s sufficient to rid the school system
of an Incompetent with paper qualificas
tions. g

The commission’s conclusions In this re-
gard are as important as the widely-pub-
lelzed argument that the schools are now
golng to rack and ruin because pay is too
Jow. And yet, while teachers are united be-
hind the demand for higher pay, they are
far from united behind the idea of a mer-
it system which would base pay upon abil-
ity as well as length of service. There has
been a perhaps understandable reluctance
in educational circles to admit that the
teaching professlon probably includes, re-
gardless of whose fault it is, more incom-
.petents than any other profession on earth.

Bome of that same reluctance seems to
eolor the commission’s report. For, while
the commissioners favor a merit system in

. . .
Five Public-Spirited
TTE now has @ Zoning Ordl-

nance, the product of years of travail
and suffering. It is, according to the ex-
perts who drafted it and defended It vali-
antly through months of hearlngs, a sound
Zoding Ordinance, one that should guar-
antee maintenance of residential property
values by restricting the town's booming
business district to proper channels of
‘To administer the Ordinance,
has appointed a five-man Board of

Council
Ad-

underwrite it. But, after all, the research-
ers wouldn't be starting from scratch; oth-
er states have merit systems that have
been In operation for years. Moreover,
there is no basis for the assumption that
the experiment must be worked out to its
ultimate conclusion before it Is instituted
in the schools. Conceivably it might be
years before the bugs are finally worked
out of the system, if they ever are.

The people of North Carolina, we think,
are willing to make a considerable sacri-
fice in order to give thelr school teach-
ers the sort of income they deserve. But in
return for it they will certainly demand a
great improvement in educational stand-
ards. They will Insist,” once the pay Is
worthy of the job, that the teacher who
holds the job be worthy of the pay. And
we don't think they will be willing to wait
three years while the ‘“instruments of
evaluation” are being perfected by a come
mission that isn’t even certain it is pos-
sible to base teachers' pay on their ability
to teach.

Citizens

nance into an instrument to guarantee the
orderly growth of the city. The Council has
endowed them with broad powers to waive

‘Juat. Some Slight Tokens Of My Affection, Dear’

Peoele’s Platform
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BE AN American in Maylair

very ‘much like being &t
under Roosevelt.

Tories, at least the fashionable To-

in anecdotes about

again

ins

remindful of the unpleasant sto-
ries about Pranklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt which used

America.

the gilded
an Englishwoms
you that a friend

ways a friend, never the Taconteur
directly) stepped Into a fur shop
and saw two coats she liked, They

r Minister.

pa
Sometimes.the story is about & fine

datly for lunch—and of course the
tale goes it is reserved for a Min-
ister of the Government which ls
Xeeplng everyone on short rations,

man why lhe Conservatives were
y and he looked &t

of Stafus

peacetime) that one Junches on &
bit of atringy buck, a cracker and
& bite of cheese: and one has no
bread because bread would have
hi replace the thin consomme
with which one started, or one of
the other courses, it means

save matches by lighting your ciga-
rettes electric  fireplace.
Mayfair has a lump In fits throat.
1L is still furiously elegant; a
flunky will run half a block Across
& lobby 1o ch

sters and these are

1o spread
parlors of Clar-
hwoman will tell
d of hers (it is al-
it yourself, but the elegance is like

deflant fiag flown by 8 sur.

rounded army short of clothes and
ds but she was rations. clothes &
ANSWER SIMPLE

One wonders then, since Mayfalr
tells you volubly that everybody in
England {5 miscrable, why the La-
bor Government isn't knocked out
by the ensuing protest. But Labor

Or sometimes it
turns out to be the laat three con-

a
€old little houses and shops of the
East End to begin to get at the an-

you the dreadful task of checking -

L the  swer, The answer s sigple enough. °
l‘N The meat ration is only 28 cents
never  ehAnges. worth a week but there never was °

Oyster and .Lobster House (non- o
Tationed because tnese-nre special- L0 O MO 8 Week, Rafloning
ties) at which a lable is reserved uyion hug aiways existed. . and

peacetime rationing more thag na-
tionalization is England's new dec-
laration of the rights of man, The
bottam third i3 better off than be-

5 1 do mo. believe the stories, but g
ore the war. Its food (such as it
the emoilon behind them is real 15"y protected, and there is no
- : _ unemplovment and liite inflation,
1 asked an observant English farm laborer who used to

about 33 shillings a werk before
the war now gets 85, and his rent
costs the same and his food costs
exactly the same.
SHIFTING POSITIONS
It 1s odd to feel that there has
been an increase of comfort and
security anywhere within the total
discomfort that is England, but so
There s a shifting of posi-
tions fn a cold house and a taking
of turns at a thin larder. Meat has
gone down to the lower clasies
and bleakness climbs Lo the upper.

me
“They've lost
Well, of course

change of
in

Harold Ickes

Two-Sided Question

ROCKINGHAM

Editors, THr Nrws: ¢
] WOULD like to write tamsour paper to say that
there are two sides to everything. 1 have the hablk

of looking at both sides.
The textile unfon is now trylng te organize Safic
Manufacturing Co.s employees. They have written all
kinds of can be thought of to low-rate

enforcement of the zoning r in
specific cases where a property-owner
might suffer undue hardship. They will
function as a sort of appellate court, hear-
ing the real or fancied grievances of all
those who seek special dispensation. Their
task, obviously, Is not going to be an easy
one.

The fact that these gentlemen haye been
willing to accept appointment, without
toa board that is

justment. The
and wise, for the board includes repre-
sentatives of every class of citizen likely to
be affected by restrictive phases of the law
= an architect, a banker, a grocer, a real-
tor, and the president of an office supply
firm.

Upon the shoulders of Messrs. Hook,
Cuthbertson, Covington, Shaw and Guth-
ery falls the full responsibility for convert-
ing the legal skeleton of the Zoning Ordi-

likely to have more than Its share of head-
aches bespeaks their public-spiritedness.
They are not seekers after glory, for little
glory Is likely to come of their exacting as-
slgnment. They are, we gather. citizens who
are willing to shoulder a heavy burden of
responsibility for making Charlotte the sort
of city they would like to live in. They have
as great an opportunity to accomplish that
end as any group we know. We wish them
well.

The Dimes Are Marching Again

IF he had lived, Frankjin Delano Roose-
‘velt would have been 65 years old to-
day. In death, as in life, he Is a contro-
versial figure, and there are many who
recall his memory only for purposes of
vilifying it. But his Birthday has a special
fmportance unrelated to his ideolegy. It
marks’ the climax of the annual March of
Dimes campaign.

‘There is an area where all citizens can
find agreement In their estimate of Frank-
lin Roosevelt—the personal courage of the
man who fought off one of the dread dis-
eases of our time and surmounted the
handicap of twisted limbs that beset him
in the prime of life. The long struggle that
took him from a hospital bed at Warm
Springs to the White House has served as
an to

of
of polio sufferers—and it has also served
to call the public's attention to their great
need.

Another Voice

‘The symbol of the March of Dimes {s the
crippled child—and certainly the symbol
is appealing. But polio Is no respecter of
age. At Memorial Hospital's polio ward
there are patients of all ages and of every
economic degree. The treatment Is lengthy
and expensive: some can afford it but most
cannot. And it Is for these, the helpless,
that the March of Dimes has its greatest
meaning. At Memorial, and hundreds of
other hospitals over the country, genuine
miracles are made possible by the gen-
erosity of the public.

‘The Dimes are marching this week—the
dimes and the dollars. The little receptacles
stud cashlers' desks all over town, voluntary
workers are making personal solicitations,
In & season of great causes this one stands
out, for the money donated this week goes
to restore wasted bodies, and, most im-
portant, hope.

On Loving Our ‘Enemies’

CHARLOYTE NEWS finds something
entertaining if not amusing in the
admiration expressed by John Temple
Graves for Senator Taft and his views, It
quotes Mr. Graves as saying that:

1, for one, continue to find much
that answers the nation’s present need in
the intelligence, courage, honesty and ex-
perience of Senator Taft.”

Mr. Graves says this while conceding
that Dixie, of course, will go' Democratic
A8 ususl unless Wallace, or Pepper is the
Democratic Nominee. THE Nrws comments;
* *This, as we understand it, is an admo-
nitlon to give careful attention to those

; Republican Presidential possibllities we are
all going to vote against in 1948 because
one of them is going to be elected in spite
‘of us, and we're all going to be much better
off anyway.

*Who sald
. make &)
This "?1"‘" is probably deserved. But
At our friend, the enemy, is bound to win
B 48, perhaps Mr. Graves Is right in his

the one-party system doesn't
nse?” '

eyes and halr. Forewarned is forearmed;
ahd to see the cyclone coming may ensble
us to stand from under. And if perchance
it Is a gbod wind which threatens to blow
us good fortune, haply we ought to place

by.

=
But Mr. Graves, we suspect, Is read by
a good many Southern Republicans, and
the South is about as well represented in
the G. O. P. national convention as any
other section of the country. Some of the
seed he s sowing with respect to Senator
Taft, therefore, may be falling in fertile
soll.—Winston-Salem Journal.

G-Man Hoover warns. that feminine
crime is on the rise; and hege in another
column we have a 8t, Louis Wur
coat sticking up a bank cashier for the
next payment.

\Those who know him best say George
Allen is funnier in person. It was pgob-
ably a mistake of his well-heeled sponsor,
the RFC, that it didn't save Georgie for
television,

.Drew Pearson’s ,
Merry-Go-Round «

the side that doesn't belong to the union. But if the
ones that do not belo; to the union just utter one
word 1o show their side of the matter the union sass
the mill company has the people hired Lo slander their
unio e people Lrying to organize the union in
our mill say that the mill company has bought the
women clothes and all kinds of things, and think that
they are just supposed to sit back and take it.

¢ arc a few things to consider: Suppose you
pay §26 a year to belong to A union of 1500 people

does the union, I quote Drew Pearson: “J
Lewis sold out some of his small coal mipers”
remember when the Government indicted John L.
Lewls the CIO backed him up until they saw that the
Government. was going to go through With the pro-
cedure of taking 10 court.
now that some of the mills did not treat their

employees right, but the employees that have been
with Hannah Pickett No. L for 22 years until now
¢ s now Safie Manufacturing Co) know that this
mill has stood above the others around Rockinghsm
in“treating their employees right. And right Is what
1y to stand for.

There s going to be an election and let us hope
the best man wins. I can take it if ihe union can.

Where's Clarence? .
DORCHESTER, MASS.

Editors, THE NEW!
J AM very much interested in locating an Armg
buddy of mine. I would like 10 know if you or
any of your readers could help me
My North Carolina buddy used to read The
Charlotte News and that's why I'm writing to you.
His name 15 Clarence Abernathy. and he lived on a
farm- a little outside of Charlotte with his mother,
father and sister.
At the time I knew him it was in 1945 and early

1946. He was ‘harged in January .
—THADDEUS A. MARCHOCKI.
128 Howard Ave.,
Dorchester, Mass.
0Old Story

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Te News:
FROM the newspaper reports concerning the air-
plane crash In which Miss Grace Moore was
illed I can readily understand what happened,
having investigated several similar accidents when
I was an insurance adjuster.

It 15 the old story—the same thing that killed Will
Rogers in Alaska: the take-off was at too sharp
angle. The pllot realizes in such cases that he c
not continue straight ahead; so he banks & turn to
the left, but his motor lacks the necessary ing
power and he cannot complete the turn, whercupon
the plane starts to fall sidewise and if the altitude
is sufficient the plane finally turns into a nase dive.

“Keep the nose up.” is rule No. 1 in aviation, but
1t can sometimes be pointed tod high.

‘WASHINGTON

Authentic & Permanent

"I SEE in the pa-pers—that’s all 1 know—thal some
feller in the Legislature wants the law-makers to

study the authentity of the Twentieth of May Declar-

ation” said the Old Codger this morning.

“They might jest as well appoint a committee to
investigate the authentity ov the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Them there things air fixed and im-«
movable.” 5o spoke the Old Codiger this morning.
“Nobody doubted the May Twentieth Declaration—
ft's on the North Caliny flag and ef anybody tries to
take it out, shoot ‘em on the spot. It wuzzent on-
twell some feller who thought the Scotch Irish

Presbyterian wuz gittin teo much credit that anv
feller expressed doubts. They sed they wuzzent so

of

continu:

“diary”

dead Preside:
uncritical

Morgenthau’s Diary

WAS!
URING his Jifetime,
columnists made & living out
attacks upon President Roose-
veltWhen he died, these column=
155, either because they were too
far jelled 10 change their views or
ton saturated with thelr own bile,
make a
ghoulish Lving—by continuing their
attacks upon President Roosevelt.
The latest such assault upon a
was based upon an

ed to

that H

kepl wher he was Secretary of the
Treasury. With happy avidity,

acceptance
satements that are alleged to have
been set forth in the astonishing

amazing thatamanof any intellect-
ual integrity should even pretend so
terps columnists

have, a statement that President
Roosevelt could have made only 1o
tease a devotee who was slow on the
uptake, And what if President
Roosevell did make facetious re-
marks abou: the head of the Bank
of England? He did thls sort of
thing on many occasions with re-
spect. to many individuals, Including
the plodding Mr. Morgenthau.
PRIVACY BETRAYED

And now he i5 to be prodded in
his_grave, by men who are no
mally toa decent to do that o
ot thing, because, In the privacy of
his own office, in talking with sup-"

Hving—a

of certain

enry Morgenthau

ese

shore it wuz OK bekaze John MecNitt Alexander, fearless journalists have taken ad-  posed friends. he was able Lo lauzh
obe ov the Big Boys, vears sfter sed the original had  yamrace of the disingenuousness of &t some fanciful figure that he
%ot burned in a fire and he writ it frum recolléction.  ur. Morgenthau to lash out at the  himself had evoked. Who would be-
It had bin burnt into his memery. Ef John McNitt Jate President Roosevelt, If Mr. grudge President Roosevelt any
wanted to polm off somcthin that wuzZnt real. he'd  porgenthau, Instead of writing  light-hearted comment that could

not have sed mo paper wuz burnt. It air bekase he
was 50 truthful and honest thai some fellers callin’
themselves high-brows tried to {ly-blow the greatest
event in the history ov North Caroliny. No sir. the
Twentieth ov May air as authentic and permanent as
the Fourth of July. Ef any man tries to tear either
down. shoot him on the spot.

“There air some North Caliny highbrows who
hain't got nothin better to do than try to turn doubt
on Virginia Dare. the Halifax Resolution, the Meck~
lenburg Declaration, the John Paul Jones residence
in North Caroliny and Moore's Creek. Guilford Court
House. Ef they'd work s hard ta make some glorious
history theyd be better employed "—The Rhamkatte
Roaster in The Raleigh News & Observer.

down

upper

“as a

Senator Soaper Says:

words

with such extreme nalvete, had put
concerning President
Roosevelt that would have afford-
ed no basis for criticism,
not be doubted that these tollers of
the bell
whole thing up with & curl of the

would

1.

TWINKLE MISSED
According to Mr. Morgenthau, as

reported

Roosevelt one day ralsed the price

of gold by 21 cents. We are asked

to believe that Mr. Roosevelt just

picked this figure_out of the air

o

in the

lucky

times seven make 217 Mr, Rooses
velt may have made such an obe-

do harm unless it
and misused by

not possibly
were misunderstood
& pedestrian frien
And then there is the quotation
with reference to Under-Secretary
of State Acheson. 1 share with
many athers a high opinion of Mr.
Acneson. He was not to be crite
fcized for an honest difference of
opinlon with President Roosevelt
with respect to the devaluation of
gold. One cannot but admire him
for adhering to his convictions, Of
course, this made him unavallabe
for Under-Secretary of the Treas-
ury, the office which he then held
\ President Roosevelt reaily
considered Dean Acheson a “weaks
ling.” as Mr. Morgenthau has self-

t can-

have passed the

press.  President

use three

. . - servation, but no ome hearing it  exaltingly written in his_strange
VI veiee e laga Y. Whe OO £ Mr. Roosevelt would *diary” how can he explain the

o members the old-ume price war that threal.  paye falied to observe the twinkle fact that President Rogwevelt made
ened the ruin of our econgmy, as thousands cheered? gy 'hi eye—that is, no one except.  Dean Acheson Under-Secretary of

Atom control is deferred, thanks to well-timed
obstacles interposed by the red chum. For one un-
erstanding nothing about machinery, the dreamy
Slav certainly knows where to drop the wrench.

Janis Carter, film cutle, is named Citrus Queen
of 1347 because she “embodies the health, beauty and
richness of Califorla grapefruit” besides being an
eveful.

How to traln gunners without having it look
military is the erux of tne Universal Training Pro-

gram. Perhaps the lads should practice In the
woods, shooung bears by mistake for people.

“On, ves” sald the child In the fairy store, “we  SULES
quickly leaied how 1o play the game we receied  BEt TR

for Christmas by reading the directions that came
In the box.*

17 the class in grammar will come to order, we
shall now e the Wisconsin dispatch on labor
trouble: “In case the J. 1. Case case is settled—"

it Is recalled that Harold Tckes at one time
functioned simultaneously in 18 jobs. though mot
operating armacy with short-order
postal substation in conjunction,

a cry
future?
grill and

‘more

Mr. Morgenthau—and the grave-
digglng columnists

than_one occasion
heard Presldent Roosevelt chuckle

Mr. Morgenthau by some similar
absurdity. Unlike the Secretary of
the Treasury, President Roosevelt
had a keen sense of humor, a sense
of humor that sparkled and with
which it delighted him to get un-
der the guard of others. That it
dangerous _enjoyment,
Morgenthau fantasy amply demon-

how could Mr.
this adulatory
lower could be 50 gullish as to re-
gard a clearly facetious statement —“str
g that President Roose-  of

velt decided Important public ques

tions on the chance of &~ “lucky
" or by RAZINZ Intently Into
al ball for a portent of the

te any unreasoning persontl
dislike of President Roosevelt, it is

ourselves in position to grab it as it races

TTHE one Georgian who increased his stature n the current
political tug of WaF nOW Faging over the State Capitol in
Atlanta 15 ex-Governor Ellis Arnall

Only a handful of people know it, but Amall was almost
Iynched the right Herman Talmadge staged his power
“putsch,” Arnall knew his life was in danger, yet he refused
to call for help. For four hours he remained quieuy in &
tiny corner office of the Capitol, Tejecting pleas that he eall
out the troops to protect himself. Arnall had only seven
people With him in his office 10 ward off an angry mob of
howling Talmadgites calling for his head. Once they burst
in the door, got thelr hands on his clothes, sought to jerk
him out of the room. Calmly, Arnall persuaded them to go
back. Finally, Assistant Atforney General Dan Duke and
State Guard Commander Collins' urged Armall to send for

gion's position occurred the other day wnen Legion Lobbylst
John Thomas Taylor kicked a Veteran of Forelgn Wars rep-
resentative oul of a meeting while permitting real estate
lobbyists to remain. The Legion long has been accused of
playing hand-in-giove with the real estate boys, especially
when it came to sabotaging Wilson Wyatt's far-sighted
nousing program.

Latest demonstration of harmony between the Legion and
the real estate Interests came at 4 housing meeting in the
Statler Hotel here. Wesley Pearce, VFW housing officer,
showed up at the meeting, thinking it was open-to the public
and chatted in,the corridor for & few minutes with Arthur
Marcus, a member of the Leglon's seven-man, World War 11

tate, a higher ranking officer, at
one of the most critical periods in
I our whole history?
SLUR DISCOUNTED

anguage quoted from Mr,
Morgenthau's “diary” simply does
not square with a logical Interpre-
tatlon of the facts, Words can be
apparently accurate and at the same
time give an entirely erroneous lm-
pression of what Hes behind them.
The alleged disparagement of Mr.
Acheson may be discounted with an
outbursting laugh, ln_which Presie
dent Roosevelt would have been the
Roosevelt first to join. since. from the same
fol- “diary." it further appears that
President  Roosevelt wanted a
* man as Under-Secretary

the

vacancy did
select bul Mr. Morgenthau himsell.
Again is proved' the wisdom of

be able to defend sgainst his en-
emies, alone can protect him
from his friends.

Arnall Gains Stature From Georgia Mess

Behind him In the so-called closed meeting remalned &

number of real estate lobbyists, including Frank Coartright.
vice-prestdent of the Natonal Assoctation of Home Bullders.

Newsprint Monopoly

Coscwswn evidence of conspiraby o fack up the price

of years is contained in a

of newsprint to American newspapers over & long period
Pederal Trade Commission report

now being studled by the Senate Small Business Committee.

The report shows how the big paper companies, most of

{hem operating in Canada but partly controlled by American

bankers, have llegally put

the

their heads together to charge

same price for newsprint and to keep the price high.

One of the great hazards of a free and competitive American

troops. Veterans' Housing Committee. press is the difficulty of getting newsprint.
“No." replied Armall. “THS thing cannot be decided by “1s it all right.for me to come In?" asked Pearce. "rhe TG report especially cites the Internations! Paper
foree..Tha pecple sy the only anes. whio' chn decide 5 it e on i and make yourself at home” replied Co. which, slthough, Canadian operated, Is domingied by
e o e e L e e e tniy FUL If Marcus. “Tm pretty sure the mecting [s open lo elenynoy,’ {ne PRIgeS Gy Tanby in turn 1s closely allied with the
» i {hecerl bo blodshed and that will piay into Pearce expiained that he might be able fo pick ub S B e 3
; J 2 o ¥
fihe prelenitery” habd. 34 wil brig shums cal.iba pewle of SGY C e e s experiences . the . | Shortly after the last waz, the Juslce Department 1o
V. directed the newsprint ca
- Navy. 5
o i v ere wh Al oot mile 380 WOV g pees . Lo ot Joho Thomas {1ty s mongey it e TS Sk
poun up i Che nospal atter dgning it (e Teimudse Do s gelning b direction and spulteriog 107 CommLant TERCL. s and shows that the carte] has prety
s - lously.
hoodlums. Next day, Amnall’s friends tried to assign body e o e e bl except that it

Buards to protect him, but he rejected the offer.
“T11 walk with the plain people on the streets of Atlanta.”
I'm one of them.

n official who thought that Taylor was

much gone back to its monopoly operation
keeps lts books. offices. elc, in Canada

out of reach of
Anti-

per

Another
he asld.  “T've nothing to Tear Trom them. acting impulsively tried to dissuade him, but Taylor con- the Jusl:ni:m Depiston ¢n¢l¢zd=tn":!g\:fﬂ g st
The plain people slways help each other. nied 1o MO et e selled. “Tm running this meeting e e But ticals mid they s wirs nandicapped by the
% 4 - . Ta fact that com a
American Legion’s Lobby dod Twent o gt of e Turning again to Pearce. Taylor et At e Department officials added, however, they
Al.l. veterans organizations are supposed Lo be interested in “I'm sorry: 1 thought it was open,” mpologized Pearce, had no reason to helleve!ullgu had rn any change of con-
n but AR interesting tp-off on the American Le- as he Jeft the Toom. . dittans described dn/the TICE R0



