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IIGE ttle plece of news from Morganton
A this week was staggering. Dr. L. G.
Beall of the State Hospital announced. al-
most casually, that he had added five new
doctors to his staff. That's right in the
middle of the most severe shortage of med-
jeal personnel in history, at a time when
Government hospitals are snatching up all
available doctors. nurses and technicians in
sight. That's at a time ‘when the State Hos-
pltal salary scale is still low, and when
the always heavy burden of patient load
18 heavier than ever. That's at a time when
private practice is more attractive—finan-
clally—to medical men than it, has been
within memory. The littic news story was
8 stated miracle.

No one[who has been in a State Hos-
pital i re ars can fail to appreciate
what five ned doctors will mean to the
patients at Morganton. There the whole
staff load has been carried since the be-
ginning of the war by three men. Three
doctors, that is, to care for almost 3.000
patlents. They were unable to adequately
‘eare for physical needs, let alone give psy-
chlatric care and treatment. .

The five new doctors are concrete evi-
dence that someone has been on the job
in the hospital system The new Board of
Control. with no more money than its pre-
decessor. with no better access ta the facts,
and ostensibly feeling no greater public

Who Said No Doctors?

pressure to work changes. has made things
hum. Condittons are still far from ideal.
Patients are still suffering from lack of
care and trdatment. We have only made
the merest beginning at remedial care. as
opposed to the old idesl of custodial care.
But Morganton's enlarged stafl proves
things are moving.

Dr. Beall has a staff at Mogganton to-
day because the Board got to woik in the
face of seemingly impossible handicaps and
bullt some houses. They have built more
than twenty of them, some of them really
first-class homes for members of the med-
jcal staff. They listened to bids from con-
tractors. then went out and cut the lumber
off their own land. and put up the twenty-
odd dwelltrigs for less than half the quoted
price. In this case, houses meant doctors,
and to the patients who have been waiting
for years for the kind of care the new

4 staff can give, they meant everything.

It is highly unfair to single out members
of the new Board. but people like Chapel
* Hill's John Umstead, in working out co-
operation between Duke and Bowman Gray
medical schools the State Hospitals are
giving unexcelled service to North Carolina.
The aggressiveness of the new Board In
seeking out new staff members, and build-
ing houses when necessary. in finding new
supplies of doctors in & time of scartity,
will in the long run build a superb mental
hospital system in the state.

Bingo! No More Inflation

HERE may be butchers in the land who
have not heard the news. and stray
rs who are going their way wllly-nilly,

without regard to the revised laws of
American e c theory—but the holi-
(day Is over. Regardless of what the house-
wife sees when she scans the store ads, the
threat of inflation is past. It is past be-
cause the Federal Reserve Board says o,
and-has given the zod to stock speculators
that they may now trade on a 75 per cent
margin. The bankers, with one eye on Hen-
rv Ford’s price slash and another on the
plummeting butter market, paid out a little
rope to the traders, who responded by kit-
ing stocks joyously. .

We do not pretend to compete with the
Board as readers of the tea leaves of busi-
‘ness. Certalnly the gentlemen had reason
{enough to believe that we were embark-
|ing upon a new tide, the driftwood of high
prices They
could see heavy industry, utilitles, manu-
facturers in many fields, the building in-
dustry, all stirring from the postwar slow-
"down. Carloadings were up, retall sales
# were higher. automobiles were beginning
*to roll off the lines. Industry in general
seemed to have smoother sailing, daspite
L unsettled conditions in the flelds of labor,
taxation and Government spending.

. Marriner Eecles could proclaim that the
threat of inflation had eased because of

the decline in employment, the disappear-
ance of the seller's market, the reduction
in liquid assets in the country. But the re-
itef he offered stock traders, though it
temporarily rejuvenated the market, did
not satisty the New York Stock Exchange.
President Em{l Schram thought It a step in
the n%ht direction, but he wanted 50 per
cent margin—something like traders en-
joyed in pre-war days.

It was clear that the time so many
Amerjcans have been praying for was near
at hand. Prices were generally lower.
though some severe shortages still plagued
the average citizen. It is likely to be a
strange time in matlonal.ife, as the stock
traders have been demonstrating since tha
market’s shakedown in the Fall. Even *
more than 28 billlon dollars of ready cash
in the country the market was moving
rather slowly. and trading was selective. If
the new margin relief perks up things we
may well get a substitute for the inflation
threat we are supposed to have passed.

If the Board's move signals a return to
free-and-easy margin trading, we suppose
the country will hail the new day as a re-
turn to “normal”. And we need not expect
too many Americans to remember, In that
day, that we have passed this way before.
1f and when we settle down to a steady
prosperity, the memory of 1929 will be faint
Indeed.

Not Unification At All

Harry Truman's plan for unifi-
catlon of the armed forces came out
of hiding last week with the stamp of Navy
approval on its rather vague pages, it was
pretty clear that the compromise-had gone
_the limit, and that he did not recommend
unification at all. Navy brass, clinging jeal-
. ously to autonomy, has apparently killed
: the ideal of a single, stupendous, all-for-
! one U. 8. armed force (which was first of-
1 fered by the eminent economist, Warren
! G. Harding).
The years of Navy resistance to the plan
¢ o solidified the position of the admirals
that not even the lesson of war impressed
them. The case of the Generals Smith and
thelr tragic conflict of command in the
bloody Pacific should have been enough to
give anyone pause, and to point out some
| obvious advantages of a unified command.
; Pear] Harbor held other lessons. But when
the politico-military process of cooking was
done, time and the Navy had won. Con-
gress will consider a merger plan which
apaprently does little more than give the
Alr Forces the autonomy they deserve, and
1o add another overall military boss.

Another Voice.

. TI'ORMER members of Congress o have
1 reached the age of 62 and have served
# 88 members for at least six years can now
quality to receive substantial pensions for
the rest of their lives by paying a small
. lump sum to cover contributions for the
« last five years of service. Of course, these
* pensions are generous, especlally for old-
er men who can qualify for annuities after
making only a few contributlons. But they
© are bargains well worth the cost. because
these pensions may spell the difference
‘between penury and comfortable living for
egislators who have given a good
part of m%m public service.
Buch pensions serve an excellent purpose
by making a political career more aftracs
to able men who would otherwise
tate to enter Congress. In this career
service might end in defeat at the
and & lack of resources on the part
ted while looking for another
country is benefited by the pres-
gress of veterans who have
ef the job of lawmaking. It

: nggh“-“

It may well be that complete umification
1% not the answer to the problems of future
defense. And it may be that the Secretary
of National Defense, empowered to call all
military heads to the conference table. will
actually smooth the path of co-operation
in defense and in war, Congress must give
its approval. and In the doing will surely
clarify the President’s program and fill in
some vita] details, The nation, and partice
ularly the young men who fought in the
early months of the war when Army-Navy
teamwork was by no means perfection, will
look sharply for signs that the new plan
eliminates some of the nld and obvious
evils of separate armed forces

The special problems of the sround. air
and sea forces certainly can't be entrusted
to the arbitrary decisions of commanders
unqualified to solve them. But we're none
too optimistic of the chances of something
like perfect co-ordination coming from the
joint staff of 100 men, equally divided be-
tween Army, Navy and Alr Forces. And we
haven't heard a word about consolidation
for the purpose of saving money in recent
months. At the start, that's what much of
the shouting was about. Up to now, it Inoks
like an overwhelming victory for the Navy,

Pensions For Congressmen :

s only just to reward such men by en-
abling them to retire, if they choose, into
a peaceful obscurity when they reach a
ripe age. All too often the aged, defeated
candidate for office has been forced to ex-
ploit his former political connections in
order to make a living. Adequate pensions
will discourage, though they will not era-
dicate, this evil. —Washington Post.

T

In '43, thanks to wondertul television, we
shall see for the first time the quivering of
the: candidate’s Jowls as he turns on the
tremolo in “these gr-r-reat United States.”

Already a Minneapolis firm is at work
on a life of 1949 art calendars. Despite
all one hears, it goes ahead on the brave
assumption that there will be a future.

. High for 1948 In total publicity was that
enjoyed by J. Q. Public, squarely in the
middle in every strike cartoon.

-

People’s Platform

Education Means Democracy

CHARLOTTE

Editors, THE Nzws:
7E can easily tmagine & block of weod. We know
this block of wood has certain properties: shape,
divistbility, welght and so forth. We can divide It
ray, into one hundred and thirty million parts. h
part part of the block has the same properties

‘as the block.

This nauon may be compared to the block of
wood, and as having certain attributes. for instance:
power and soverelgnty. Now, in the nation there are
severel units, namely; one hundred and thirty mil-
lion individuals who sre citizens or potential citizens,

each citizen lives in a different environment,
in a different economic status, and in a different
part of the country, opinicns will differ. but all will
be expressed by the ballot, That ls American de-
mocracy in its perfect theory. .

In the earliest state of civilization there was con-
trol by the old man of the family, group or tribe
That was patriarchal government. Then there was
government by®the priest. When nations were
formed and wars began government was by Church
and State. When transportation and communication
improved there were kingdoms and principalities.
After the printing press representative government
came inta existence.

‘With public education came democracy.

It has been a long road from the patrisfch to
the democrat; from the shield and spear to the
atomic bomb: from the emperor to the president.
from the robber baron to the elected congress; {rom
the time when opinlon was impressed by the halter,
the rack and the faggot, to the time when each
citizen carries In his hand a free and sovereign ballot.

Should public education fail democracy would
fag and we would drop into seme kind of
tyranny. oligarchy, or group rule. An informed
citizen s the greatest astet in a democratic nation las
because his opinion s based upon knowledge and is
his own whils the opinion of the uninformed citizen
1 the opinion of some ane else, Government by the

courses.

—HOYT H. EAVES,

Last Hope Of Soil

Editors, Tux News:!
W’z must practice conservation and the libera] edu-
cattonal ideas that are necessary to bring about
a revolution in our agriculture.
vast Areas that are today nothing more or less than
barren wastelands that are entirely essential in in-
preasing our food demands. This vast area, due (o
soll erosion, was made possicle by thoughtless masses
of people incapable of realizing the importance of
the needs of future generations and the natural
conservation of our resources embodied in the soil. not -
s of revenue but the production of
csential to life ftself
to the fact that field and forest

only as a me:
food stulf o e
Today, owi:

but the road that.leads o the obliteration of all bar-
e way of perperual and ever-
g bliss for agricultural as well as conservative
ways of thinking and acting that leads to the lttle

f conservation field and
forest which takes years of a well formulated plan

riers that stand in
un)

2 Marquis Childs

w. GTON
meh ald to balster America's

declinihg public school system

is likely to be shoved aside in the

grea ve now on in Con-

gress. But that will not happen
without & contest.

There are  Indications that

schools and _hopelessly crowded
elassrooms.  Editorial wri are
dwelling on the denger to a nation
that, neglects the fundamental

In’ principle most members of
Congress would be for some de-
gree of Federal aid. But It 18 over
the size and kind of ald that they
d . And because they dis-
agree, violently and in a variety of
ways, the probability 1s for no mc-
tion st al,

. In the last Congress, Eenator
Robert A, Taft of Ohlo joined with
two Democrats, Senator Lister Hill
of Alabama and Senator Elbert D.
Thomas of Utah, in sponsoring a bill
which provided a moderate Federal
subsidy for education. About §250,-

000 8 year would be allocated
t0_states, unable, out of their own
revetues, to spend & minimum of

.. $40 a year for each child of school

e. The state would receive an

allocation based on the proportion
of Its Income devoted to education.
33 STATES ELIGIBLE

bout 33 states would be eligible
for aid under the bill. Texas would
get $21758.000. North Carolina 21.-
732.000. Alabama 818.848,000. Georgia
$17406.000. and these sums would
ringe down to $73.000 for Mon-
tans. Pifteen states, those with
high educational standards and
large revenues from concentrated
wealth. such as California. New
York and Massachusetts, would get
no benefits.

At the other extreme i a pro-

T AT Poar

Harold Ickes

ton—schoals operated by competent and highly pald
teachers. and laws requiring
untll at least they have mastered the high school
5¢5 & gquestion that is a challenge
to every citizen in North Carolina
ation to come be furced to compete, in this complex
civilization, with the children of other states who are
better prepared?

T! have the power to force this respon-
ubllhlr. and fta proper discharge. upon their elected
rulers.

that students attend WASHINGTON

HAVE never been a United
States Sepator, but there are
times when I wish that I might
have had this valuable experience
1 would like lo know what makes
a Senator tick. Of course, I mean
the average Senator, and that would
include the chest-beating type that
splits the ear drums of his constl-
tuents with his vociferations about
the sacrifices that he is willing ‘0
make. if_elec e "dear
le.” There are Senators whose

15 30 disinterested

Shall our gener-

CHESTER. 8. C.

public performances are
likely to have their tap roots in
some dark and dank basement of
self-Interest, There is a third type
whose protestations when they so-
liclt votes cannot be squared ‘with

We must bring out

Senators like Moore, of Oklahoma:
Knowland of California; and Mc-
arran o vada, These three
gentlemen jointly have introduced
in the Senate of the United States
a bill which, if enacted, would quit-

e State of California
and other cosstal atates all right,
title and interest in and to rich
oil-bearing Innds lying seaward of
the ordinary low-water mark and
extending seaward three nautical
‘miles,

0 look forward to

FROM AND OF
Now, while these three gentle-
men were elected as Senators from

ninformed  would ineritably Jesd to control by of thinking and planning that is essential in every  thelr respective states, they are of
groups; domination by classes; to demagogic leader-  respect in making dreams come true. ficers United States. In oth-
ship and herd thinking, and eventually to one-party —JOHN M, McCAULAY. er worgs, Senator Knowland mny
government which is a paradox upon democracy. It be c

in therefore self-evident that with the dirsemination dter of

of education among the whole people all functions of
the citizens, and consequently of the government,
reach their highest siate of perfection
uc: man or woman will earn more
money; will live better; will spend more; will invest
more. ' Therefore the value of property will be
greater; capital will increase. affording more taxes
to the State which will pay for public education.
Ethics and manners will improve. We may even
reach & state of culture in which there will be a
Ieisure class. ere will be greater enjovment of
music, of literature, of art. Life will be happier and
more valuable. There will be very lttle need for
policemen and our courts, jails and penitentiaries
will be lonesome
erefore it would appear that the greatest safety
of a state would be & high standard of public educa-

Lady At Lunch

Editors. Tur News:

ERSONALLY and offictally. T wish to thank you

for the courtesy extended the local Womans
Christian Temperance Union In having such sn effi-
cient_reporter at our luncheon, today.

We were happy o have her as
inasmuch as I am not sure that with the crowd we
had Miss Azer even saw her reserved seat place-
eard, T am sending same to her and will appreciate
She has a very attractive per~
sonality and gave a very nice report of the meeting,  he swore to pro!
in zeneral, and of Mr. Kraemer's message, in par-

—MRS. ONILEE R. BROWN,

you giving it to her.

ticular,

CHARLOTTE

receives such emoluments &s may
be due to a United States Senator.
This salary and these emoluments
derive from the United States it-
self. and not from the State of
California.

When Mr. Knowland presented
himself to take his oath of office,
‘ t and defend the
Constitution of the United States—
not the Constitution of the State
of California. By implicatgn a

our guest and

"U. S. Aid To S

posal 1o make up to $2.000,000,000 &
yesr avallable to the nation's
without regard to need in
the separate states. This will
shortly be reintroduced under the -
sponsorship of Senators James E.
Murray and Claude Pepper, Demo-
crats, and probably Senator Wayne
Morse, Republican. A
The Taft-HIl-Thomas proposal
will also be introduced. Taft is

for it agaln. But he does not hoid
out much hope for

If Taft set out earnestly to work
for the moderate bill, it would al-
most' certainly pass the Senate. It
might even get by the House. But
this is an economy year and the
Republicans are looking for ways
to cut down on Federal spending.
Taft might “get by" If he gave
the proposal Mp service without
WOrrying too much over whether it
was passed
MAIOR DIFFERENCES

There-are at least two major dif-
ferences between the Murray and
the Taft schools of thought on this
matter. One. of course, is the dif~
ference In the amount of money
appropriated A second major dif~
ference is that the Murray Bill
makes the Federal money available
to all schools, parochial as well as
public.

The two most powerful labbies
pushing mid to education are the
National Education Association and
the American Federation of Teach=
ers. an AFL union. The teachers'
unien will fight hard for the Mur-
ray Bill, with its biz appropriation.
The NEA. an independent organiza-
tion, would probably settle for the
more moderate Taft proposal

Jealousies and rivalries divide
these twa organizations.  This
further complicates the problem
of gelling agreement on & measure
which the present Congress would
pass.

- Oil And The Senate

least, he undertook to place the
interests of il the people of the
United States above thote of any
one atate. including Califormia. He
®as not employed by Callfornia to
come to Washington tn huckater
for the benefit of his state. At the
expense of the interests of all of
the people of the United States It
he had & stricter regard for his
dutles and his obligations ss an of-
ficer of the United States, and a
keener realization than he appears
1o have that personal and state in-
terests must give way to the n
tlonal welfare, he would disquallfy
himself from ' taking ¥
decision involving & ‘conflict be-
tween his state and the Govern-
ment of the United States,
latter of which he owes his p:
mary allegiance.

SHOULD LEAN BACKWARD
One _woul

not_refrain from t
favorable to the o
California, on the ground that his
own concern as to oil has been
such that he would take no posi-
tion that might be subject to mis-
interpretation. In short, a Senator
from an oil state ought to lean
backward, if necesary. to nezn-
tive any idea that he Is a special
pleader for the petroleum inter-

st

From the very beginning, this
whole fight really has been over
WtHich bil of the Calliornia Tide-
lands, It has d upon A
misconception  of facts that
have been deliberately bullt up br
former Attorney General Robert
W. Kenny of California, with the
active help and financial support
of the California ofl interests. In
his b these tide-
lands for his oun state, he has not
scrupled to indulge in flagrant mis-
representations, At that, mo one
would question eith
the duty of the Atiorney General
of California to safeguard and pro-
tect every legitimate interest of his
state, including its ofl companies,
even against the Unlted States it-
self. After all. he was Serving aa
the attorney of his state, He was
not an officer nf the United States
as 1n Senator Knowland.

Drew Pearsos . Jyystice Dept. Handicapped In Tax Cases

Merry-Go-Round
' i WASHINGTON

OME of the nation’s biggest black-marksteers snd on-
S the-make war contractors are mow gétung away with
income-tax evasion, thanks to a snaried-up situation inside
the Justice Deparument. -

d4 300 criminal income-tax cases are now AwAit-
ing prosecution, with little chance of rapid action. Be-
hind them is another 1300 income-tax. fraud cases in the
Treasury. Meanwhile, the black-marketeers and certain
war contractors have been getting away with murder.

Here is the inside story of what happened.

During the last year of the war, Secretary of the
Treasury Morgenthau asked Congress for extra funds to
probe income-tax evasion. He learned of tremendous amounts
of cash being used by black-marketeers to cover up their
tracks; so askpd Congress for extra agents to ferret out
the fraud

Morgenthau got the money, hired the agents, and set
more than a thousand of them to work. Secretary of the
Treasury Fred, Vinson, who succeeded him, pushed this
probe equally hard. And it began to.strike pay dirt. Mil
lons of dollars fraudulently concealed from the Govern=
ment, while Ame boys were dying for their country,

Now that these cases have been prepared by the Treas-
ury, however, and gone over to the Justice Department,
they have struck s bottleneck.

Unlike -Morgenthau, Attorney General Tom Clark has
not asked Congress for extrs’ money to handle the flood
of cases. Instead, his tax diision is bogged d
overwork. and only three men are definitely 'in charge of
these particular criminal tax cases.

“Purthiermore, the Justice Department's tax division does
mot even have a chief. For months no assistant attorney
general -has been appointed to handle this vitally im-
portant bureau. For months, Attorney General Clark has
hemmed and hawed about appolnting a tax chief, but noth-
::.ﬂr:. happened. Meanwhile, tax cases have continued

uj

p. L
Note—The Justice Department has gone after two in-
teresting tax cases involving Democrats, Berry

“Get Close To Crime™

PULAR Assistant Attorney General Lamar Caudle. in

charge of the Justice Department’s Criminal Division,
was speaking before the N. Y. Mirror yotith forum the other
day as a substitute for his boss, Attorney General Tom
Clark. 4

Clark had been detained In Washington by a Supreme
Court hearing, and Assistant Caudle read the speech instead.
Atter concluding the writien text, Caudle graciously pro-
ceeded to add a few remarks of his own.

1 want to tell you agaln” said the Chief of the Crim-
inal Division, "how sorry the Attorney General is that he
could not be with you today. He wanta me to tell you that
i you have any problems dealing With juvenile delin-
quency, dont hesitate to take them up with us. Come
and see us at any time.

“1 want you to feel close to the Justice Department”
continued the Assistant Attorney General in charge of
crime. “I want you to feel close to the 1 Divi-
sion. . .

Mr. Caudle got mo further. The uproar of laughter
from the youth :! ‘New York indicated that they did not
relish being close to the Justice Department's Oriminal
Diviston.

GOP Road-Blocks

MOST people don't realige it and the Republieans are
sure to deny it, but the Government now faces iis

most difficult périod for the recruiting of able. public

servants "

Since the let-down [dllowing war. it has been difficult
anyway to get good men to come to Washington. But now
that they face the hestile hurdle of a Republican Con-
gress it is almost impossible

For about the only type of man the Republicans will
easily 'OK for a Government job these days 1s one who has
offended nobody, taken no stand on anything more con-

than mother, home and heaven.
er, the best public servants. as

of Teancames snd x-admininralive Sesistant S0, FON K-
Casey. it for some reason the big cases involving
Republicans haven't been touched. Maybe the Justice boys
are worried over the new Republican Congress.

> owev
in private business. are

the men with the courage of their
convictions and not afraid to battle for them. The man
who has never taken a stand in private life, won't take one
in public life—not even against red tape, In fact it is this

type of colorless Government servant Who gets o ha{ily
bogged down In Ted tape.

e uoi,:. tnat: duu a
Becretary of Labor Frances Perkins’now nominate
Civll Bervice Commissioner. Miss Perkins was a Cabinet
member for 13 years, during which time many people dis-
agreed with her, But when you reviéw the labor diffi-
chlties of today, m lot "of her one-tme critics think Miss
Perkins did a better job than wss appreciated.
event, she got to know the Government inside out. and-that
fs one of the most important quallfications for & Cisil
Service Commissioner. .

‘However, when Miss Perkins' name camie before the Sen=
ate last Summer. GOP leader Taft objected. ~And. when
her name came up again al the opening of this Congress,
GOP objections stopped her a second time

That flustrates why so many good men won't take

ent jol 8y
uwmwhuje. the need for good men in Washington is
greater than ever.

Capital Chaff
THIN 72 hours after the announcement of Jimmis
Byrnes' resignation as Secretary of State. more than
150 offers of private employment at annual salaries ranging
from $30,000 up, poured across the little South Carolinian’s
desk, Byrnes, however, will take & 4-to-5 month rest, and if
an anticipated Supreme Court resignation comes through
by June 30, he will remount the high bench. . . . When
Representative Francis Case offered his new labor blll. it
became the subject of discussion by several Democratic Sen-
ators at lunch last week. Remarked Senator Jim Murray
of Montana: “Why, this bill puts everything you can
imagine in the courts. I1t1l be a ficld day for shyster
lawyers. I'm not so sure I can object to that. As father
of the Full Employment -Bil, can 1 consistently abject to
a measure which is designed to make for full employment—
for lawyers?” . . , Eighty-year-old Representative Adelph
Sabath of Chicago, now in his 4lst year of Congressional
service, was invited last week to enroll in the Congressional
Association and learn to fly. The letter inviting him

tor who is In cl
recently taught a TS-year-old member of the diplomatic
to fly.



