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world of the l:wym is & wonderful
world, and things are not always what
they seem. The hostilities of World War II
“meep.!ly'henmmmm
fighting, put away thelr guns, shed their
‘uniforms, and went back home to hunt for
a place to live. They ended on the last day
©of 1046, when President, Truman issued &
proclamation. But, now that hostilitles
have ended, both In fact and in legal flc-
tion, 1t does not mean that the war, or the
| war emergency, is over.

An exerclse in double-talk, of course, but.
& significant one. The Congress established
special war taxes and conferred emergency
| powers upon the executive in a varlety of
‘bills —some to be terminated upon .ces-
sation of hostllitles, some at the end of
the war, others at the end of the war em-
' ergency. The effect of the President's New
- Year's Eve proclamation 15 to divest him-

A Greetmg For The Congress

delay.

. This is an expensive process in many
ways. It has already cost the President the
services of some of his ablest advisers and
administrators, and it will throw the bud-
get further out of balance. But it 15 a
logleal process, for certainly the economy
could not function half-controlled and
half-free. When Mr. Truman found that
he could not (or that he did not care to)
malntain through the reconversion period
the entire complicated structure of war-
time controls, he had no real cholce but to
abandon the ileld.

The move also strikes us as wise politics.
Its immediate effect is to throw an addi-
tional burden upon the Republican Con=
gress, giving it specific responsibliity for
working out solutions to pressing reconver=
sion problems the Administration has
heretofore accepted as its own. And already
such a 25 Repub-

_ self of about one-third of his
' powers, including some of the most Impor-
- -tant ones.
This seems to us both logical and com-
mendable. There Is reason to wonder if the
pede toward decontrol has not been
mmmlplmk-. starting as it did at the
moment the last shot was fired in the Pa-
citic. And there is no denying that decon-
trol Is a measure of Democratic defeat.
first in the Congress when OPA was
wrecked and later at the polls when the
Republicans were given a Congressional
_majority. But there Is no reason to doubt
that the President has accepted the Re-
publican victory at face value as & man-
date from the people, and is therefore com-
mitted to & wholesale reduction of his ex-
ecutive powers. It Is therefore all to the
good that he is now abandoning all those
" special activitles the Government under-
took during the war — notably in labor-
management relations — without undue

: s %
They're Progressive,
passing of the New Deal left in
its wake a good many thousand dis-
placed liberals without a party to call their
own. They organized first into ten major
! 'political action groups, and this week,
under the stimulus of Henry Wallace's
. oratory, merged into the Progressive Citi-
zens of America.
The door, of course, was left cue(ully
i of

lican Senator ‘Wiley .of Wisconsin has
warned that “all the Government's ware
time controls cannot be repealed at a sin-
gle stroke without Inviting chaos.” He even
got In a tremulous reference to “our re-
sponsibilities In the Atomic Age” in issu-
ing & solemn warning fo his G.OP. col-
leagues.

Mr. Truman, of course, has indicated he
does not plan to throw up all his powers
right away. But he has left no doubt that
he will let the Congress set the pace and
assume the responsibility for decontrol —
that 1t will be fast or slow as the G.OP.
majority demands. This is that co-opera-
tion the Republicans have been loudly de-
manding, but it looks oddly like the boom-
erang Henry Wallace used to throw around
dowm In the Potomac parks. All told, an ap-
propriate New Year's greeting from a
Democratic President to a Con-

‘Who's Your Litlle. Friend? -

gress.

But Tired

tory was the Bull Moose, founded when
dissident Republicans rallled to the ban-

" ner of Theodore Roosevelt. And that, of

course, was a crusade against the reaction
of the G.OP., and the Bull Moosers were
fired with an almost holy zeal. The late,
Willlam Allen White recalled, in his Auto-
biography, the wild and stiring scenes
In Chicago when the rump Republican
hit the third party trail; he

. open to the
third party, although most of the Inneiy
liberals still seem to entertaln hopes of

. recapturing their old Democratic strong-
hold. But the warning of one of their
own . members, Harold IcKes, seemed to
¢ echo in the hall: “A third.party in Amer-
fean politics s as superfluous as s third
party on a honeymoon.” >

" Nothing, we should lmnlne,‘wum more.
‘promptly kill off a third party movement

than the lack of enthuslasm of those who

are supposed to found it. The only mod-
erately successful third party in recent. his-

never, he sald, saw anything like it, and
Mr. White attended a lot of political con=
ventions, including the one in which Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan nailed the Demo-
critic bosses to the cross of gold.

If there was any of that feeling of spon-
taneous combustion about the New York
meeting of the Progressive Citizens of
‘American nore of it was reflected in the
news reports, The llberals seemed, under-
standably, not outraged but just plain
tired. The political woods, we would say,
are still safe from fire,

‘The Veteran And Civil Service

OCIETY has a clear obligation fo make
up Q}he ‘veteran the opportunities lost

in his years of military service. The Gov-
ernment has recognized this In a good
many ways—most conspicuously In its pro-
gram of veteran's education. And many &
private citizen has also recognized it by
glving veterans preference In employment.
AlI that 1t is well and good, but Mirlam
Roher, a public administration speclalist,
notes in an American Mercury article that
in some instances the matter of veterans’
preference has been reduced to absurdity.
Bhe cites the Federal Civil Service mllntl
. designed to'give veterans

pleces by the Veterans Preference Act of
1844, Under it any veterap is spotted five
points on his Civil Service score, and
disabled veterans are spotted ten points.
Moreover, In all except certain technical
and professional jobs in the higher pay
brackets, the veteran’s name is automat-
lcally moved to the top of the list of non-
veteran eligibles. Wives and widows of
veterans are given much the same priv-
lieges.

‘Thus It s possible that a totally un-
qualified veteran capable of scoring only
60 out of 100 points on & Civil Bervice
examination mil!n recelve & responsible
to & highly

than an even break In inr

skilled 't In some cases it is

Government jobs.

Civil Service examinatlons, designed to
determine and compare aptitudes for spe-
clal assignments, have long employed an
arbitrary numerical rating system based
on & perfect score of 100 and & passing
grade of 70. Applicants scoring between 70
and 100 are listed in the order of their
scores and the head of the agency con-
cerned must select an applicant from the
top three.

That system has been largely shot to

Another Voice

The Goal Of The

NDW Charlotte comes up with a group
called “Silent Citizens,” described “by
& Charlotte man who has been conferring”
|‘with them as "hlgh]y responsible Charlotte
‘business leader: L.;

‘They *are tlred of these Washington
wﬂﬂdxm telling business men off" so
these business men would take over and

| ‘begin “telling everybody else off.”

. The spokesman says these Charlotte men
are ‘intent vpon “driving the politiclans
| out and turning the Oﬂurnmmb back into

| the hands of businessmen.
¥ !! such an. attitude were not dm-mu:
IL would- be ludicrous,
wzuum n&hnntmemonm
| What they propose is merely shifting power
[in. Washington from  the paliticlans to
thelr own group. .

Mmuvrmmmyh

d is nnn-mlm control in
t, responsive to
the pecple; And we ser-

not only possible, it ls tnevitable.

Giving the veteran a better break is a
commendable goal, but certainly it can
be done without reducing whatever effi-
clency there is in the Federal service,
QGratitude is no substitute for merit; It
is fantastic to reward a man for military
service by giving him a job he can't handle,
and certalnly it is doing him no favor.

And, in any event, 10 points on a Civil
Bervice rating sheet seems to be a terribly
inadequate substitute for a place to live.

“Silent Citizens’
fously doubt if that will ever be accom=

plished under the leadership of a group
which hesitates to make its membership
known.

Who are these “responsible business nen”
who make up this “Slent Citizens” group?
And what do they mean by “turning the
Government back into the hands of the
businessmen?"

‘Thelr program woujd carry far: more
welght 1f it had been launched in the full
Tight of publicity rather than in the
shadows of anonymity.—Céncord Tribune.

The New York teacher who tends bar
on the side to make ends mest might give
us his authoritative view on saloon fights
and how lt:iy,wmpnca with the latest

Biologists have come.to believe that the
bald individual is in reality more mascu-
line than the shaggy brother. And yet
one. dnurl;wu John L. Lewis would do as

s Jihd ¥ 2]

People’s Platform

. Home Sweet Home

CROFT

Editors, THE News:
JUBT another letter concerning the “Old Croft
di

with ages ranging from four to nine,

Sherrin.
is absolutely correct about the chilly dnn.: and the

regardless of the weather. comi

will be a year that we have called the school home.
As for Mr. Bruce Davis, ‘our landlord, he at least has
a nem where children are concerned, The school
was the only vacancy he had, and he didn't have o
Tent u but he let us nave it, ren and all.

The friendly people of Charlotte should do some-
thing about the guys who seem to be forgotten now.
The Veterans. Here's wishing all you folks, with and
without a house, Happy New Year.

—ME. AND MES. JOHN BEEGERS,
—MRS. JAMES PADGETT, and ihe
five litdle girls,

P. 5.: We eat In one corner, sleep In the other,
st in another. The fourth cormer? The poor old
stove occuples It. Regardless of the heat it throws
out, we still have to share the fourth corner. But
that's “Life In the School."

Good Year

Editors, THE NEws:
FORTY-SEVEN will be a good year for
business if we pull together to make it so.
Many of the readjustments essential to the transi-
tion period have nu-ndy been made. Prices are
declining in many lines and praduction s anmnnz-
Some further wﬂ!cuum will necessal
shortages—particularly In autos‘and bullding mlll-
rials—must be overcome.

‘However, If labor is reasonable In Its demands and
we can avold another round of strikes and price
bposts, I am confident the year ahead will be a

good business yi

Al abor, business, and Government—
must pull together to ILcrease production and hold
down operating cos re we can substantially
reduce the cost of living. It is absurd to say that
industry as le can raise wages 25 per cent
without 1nmmn¢ prices.

‘We have the demand, and we have the pur-
chasing power to sustain a long period of pnupemy.
Let us not dissipate taese forces throt

spending, labor strife, and inefficlent ymductlnm
‘There is too much at stake both at home and abroad.

—WILLIAM H. NEAL,
President, N, C. Bankers

'WINSTON-SALEM

Ase'n,

Ethics—H

Editors, Trr Nrws:
I REFER to the letter published fn The Platform

GAINESVILLE, FLA.

as serous your edltorial de-
ploring Drew Pearshn's. olump. (Revealiog the ad-
dresses made at the Gridiron Dinner.—]

May T state that I am in -ruomu -ympnuu
you and your editoriai? It may be that Mr. T
Thas seen too much irresponcibility to think that ethics
still mean something to the fourth estate, but I find

Drew Pearson’s ,
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

-

mudtobeo(nultrmtmh-wunt

c-llbtr nl Jjournalists running a

& good tradition, and whan fwund on.l!

in n llbenl Southern paper The Charlotte

my favorite newspaper in the Southeast.
—FRANK LEA JOHNSON.

Season’s Wishes

FLORENCE, 8. O7

Editors, THr NEws:

EW YEAR wishes ars now in season,

1 would like to make two wishes—one for m: = pea-
ple, and one for myself. Pirst wish, and for my peo-
ple, would be that we all quit talking about an
economlc depression in this nation of ours, for too
much talk of a depression may ltself bring on the
depression.

And for myself, should T make & wish and could
have my wish come true--it would be that I might
Father Time, with all of his
distigurations, and live on without getting any older,

—MARCUS A. STONE.

Teen-Agers -
N CHARLOTTE
Mlbm'l. THE Nrws:
read with much Inkre:t the article by Tom
ber 20th edition of Txx

on

unulpunhnmwumm girh Char-

nmcrlm.nndvatuluuzm

whn:lnnt ux our uu ities by the newspapers will
_mnhuvur

—ALICE A. 8

«  Ast. Directér of tion.

The People’s Platform i available fo any
reader who curu to mount it. Communications
00 ypewritten

should be less 1| rds, 1f
{aufble and on one side of the mpev.
Abel and obscenity will be d

anything goes. Each letter must be signed, uf-

mauyh ln u Zﬁovm! cases and upon request,

the writer’s name—Editors,

Quote, Unquote
ANA\TIGN M has lhe (enlul h split the atom

ts people to stay
alive mweumml!hzymnllnmthdrﬂul
in useful service—Dorothy. McCullough Lee, Port-
land, Ore., utilities commissioner.

xuunkmzduedmume reactionary
and lllberal thing that we've got’in our industrial
picture. There 1s no real justi eatlon for it &ny

more —Senator Joseph H. Ball, Republican, of Min=
nesota,

:u is clear that if the United Nations organization
to be used as a forum for debating ideological 4if-
terenm it will nu ~British Prime Minister Clement

Many people don't Tealize cause and.effect. The
Republicans will be blamed for the recession
on in the next two years—Miss Marion lhﬂ-ln vice=
chalrman Republican Nstional Committee,

Mand] should
the USA & little later. He explained that o

M!mmmomp-
convenes, the War Department
will send up $300,~

mmmwnwummmm
-hwn% Eores du:du

wdhxagﬁrn

Occupahon

complets study
mmmmunncmmwm
the program for the procures
ment and

able publie n-cuan — would feo-
pardize the status of nmumm
ver German;

ny.
Lt. Gen. Lucius Olay and the men
working wm. him in Germany are
strugg bring the British and
U. B zones l!’. least a liftle nearer
The!

TUNFINISHED BUSINESS

The Benate’s defense investigat-
Inlwumlm-hn ulplmul\m-

finished business investigation
1nto *our mcup.um ux Otmnn,
O‘n the basis of & tour of our zone,
committee's investigator,
L ceom Meader, wrote a sensational

mority gave out In spite of a ma-
Jority vote to withhold it. The mis-
chievous Meader showed the

he 15 saying lttle proimiyin pos=
sibllity of an inquiry in
L

of the committee, which the GOP
steering group in the Senate
approved for contlnuance in
But Brewster certainly
abandoned the idea.

Buch an inquiry would be going
far afleld from the original objec-
tive of the committee started b
President Truman when he ‘ll .
member of the Senate. Thé lan;
age of the uriklml resolution -u-
thorized the committee “To

Samuel Grafton

the American taxpayer will sooner
or Inter rebel at supporting & Ger-
man poorhouse

Recently Dhy has had lll.l’lv def-
1nite ind.luuonl ﬂll t.h-
were riously of mlun;
thelr zone wll-h the British and
American gones for economic ©o=
operation. ThE Soviets lu.u m

operation

g0 on indefinitely in v‘lz' of the
great need inside the Soviet Union
for all possible reSources for the
task of rehabilitation.

In the Interval between the No-
vember election and the convening
of Congress, 3 number of Senators
have visited Europe. Most of them
are bringing back reports that take
into_ account the overwhelming
problems of our occupation come
‘manders.

I‘AULT AT HDIIZ
Wayne Morse of Oregon says
lhlt the fault h not_inside Bﬂ'\-

Morse, at the

& long-term occupation of Germany
;mh an adequate and respomsible
orce,

Sen, Brien McMahon, one of the
ablest surviving Democrats in the
Senate, takes more or less the same
point of view. So do others on boLI\
sides of the alsle. Armed
Kknowledge nnd & desire to be ’L\r
these men may be able to prevent
the kind of cheap sensationalism
which would do Infinite

The Egg And Bricker

NEW YORK

E i still some mystery as

to just how and why John W.
Bricker happened to lay an esg al
diron  Club dinner. His

lptcd‘x That cvening 15 ¥idely nela
fo have ruied him out by 1is cheer

lmlmvnnl

mdenuu cundidate; but T won
der whether it was the lprcc.h or
whether it wasn't these ch

For Brickerlsm is pretty stand-
ard stuff; {t doesn't vary much,
from year to year, and I don't
know how one would go about

objec the dinner tabie, and

Ih“ anul John was only the

tances, in that

Ill hlppened to be the speaker of
the evening.
ms A FACT

the Republicans mul!. [Ty

mmr nl fact, put mny thelr

in_moth-

Dalie, espeially those about  how
i oty 8 conservative
Administration.

Por this country

for 1948, foF the issue
not be whether to replace liberal

people as an_ attractive
hun:u it is something which is al-
in_operation, and getting
e every day.
The  Republicans have ot yet
adjusted themselves to this strange
shifting in our affalms, and it Is
Rot unnatural fhat u dlight dis-
nmnhﬂnn in
the ‘Temit The plain
Ir\llh 2 theb from now on ‘sons
v eering, unless it
1s based on irrelevant issues, will be
defensive, rather than offensive; for

Airline Dynamite

the conservative method has al-
rrldr been Installed, and 4 op-
erating.
ON NEW STAGE

The slogans of last Summer and
Fall, which produced this change,
are, therefore, already out of order:
for the people have moved on to &
new stage; they are no longer in-
trested in abstract arguments in
favor of conservative

whether the Conservative

vernment now in power can solve
their problems

New lssues are developing and
coming along; I happen to know
that there will s ting of
several thousand veteran-students
on an Eastern campus later this

alsg
ulels eannet be thrashed ou
parties, bott
nn-r o in' Taver.of ietting virtusliy
industry wres-

private
lle with the prob]

1 do not mean that both parties
are now Identical, for they are not:
and yet the ares of conflict be-
tween has been narrowed
il polnt Rt which & Demon
crat who attempts a straight an
Republican speech, or ‘& Republ
can who tries out & straight

0

whh:h the quarrel is n n

les, but w:en many of

ﬂw people and both of the par-
TAF'I' AS xxmu

In substantiation, ft could be
Senal

an aid- w-eduuuan

Tt is this process, sweeping and
subtle, of which Honest John Brick-
r!;:nl. the victim,

GOP Senators Would Debate Peron Policy

IRST big test of a continued nonpartisan forelgn policy

will come over me mnl mnem.icn of whether U. B. Am-

bassador George Messe: 1s licking the boots of Argentine
Dictator Peron.

Two Republican Senators, hard-hitting Brewster of
Maine and vociferous Wherry of Nebraska are out to rake
U. 8. anti-Peron policy over the coals elther in hearings be-
fore the Senats Forelgn Relations Committee or before the
full Senate.

Meanwhile, Ambassador M th himself has been
summoned from Buenos Alres for & review of his friendship
policy with President Peron. Becretary of Btate Bymes,
hitherto busy with European affairs, will soon make the
final decision as to whether we work with or against Peron.
Upon the outcome of his off-the-record talks with Messer-
smith will depend the future course of U. 8, policy in much
of South America. For already Argentina is reaching out,
somewhat like Hitler, to_take over its weaker neighbors.

luhnk?:;f“' mmm-wmﬂammmﬂ
Nazis In Argentina

1,
Hedy
munitions maker,.

would have been Peron. was

smmm for m\a. \mul Messersmith interceded and
the tes was not Interested.

mr-nn.h sent & tvmly-pqe wpoﬂ o tbe suu
correspondent Prank

ent on New York Times
mﬂﬂhl lllm ble IM unbalanced. ls
Intercepted some of the uqlnruu-
mmmmtmmmeuumnﬂmmu
m:n‘: Later Kluckhohn was the Argentine
lice s severe grilling.
o 4. mn%"{mu—mmmnmﬂnlmm%%
State Department on Virginia Prewitt, on
American affairs, who had dared report on Fascist develop-
ments in Argentins.

Recently Senator Brewster of Maine visited tina,
where he was entertained and
Peron. 8ince then Brewster, who has

luence on
tna. f uc:wl!lllﬂ-tlnlﬂ
A -

view of U. S.-Argen nu!p:pu

San-
- Note—It i3 doubtful that new Forelgn Relations Chair-
—nvm-mtmm&nu mbbmm'z
‘Argentine debate on the Senate floor,

Furthermore, lInuhnvemn—ordzmd planes
wm-nmcumu:q rbca.hlnlounmm'e
than a fraction of the planes to be delivered.

Por instance, the present fleet of civil planes has & ea-
nlcl!rol fifteen billion seat miles annually. However, when

phmlw-mnrﬂnmdeﬂnmd capacity will be 41

‘hand' are 100 per cent in excess of the car-
ried. Result s many unpublicized canceilations. One qf the
most disquicting situstions is the fact that TWA has
large orders with Lockheed, and heavy cancellations would
deal Lockheed a tough blow.

Meanwhile TWA, with some of the most lucral Toutes
in the country, operated with a $3.235481 loss in the third
‘quarter of 1946 after taking tax credits. the first
nine months of 1946, TWA took & net loss o after



