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the most hard-bitten Republican
will confess, when cornered, that Fed-
M‘ﬂ taxes cannot be reduced without a
[ orresponding reduction in Federal expen-
| ditures. This 1s a simple and inescapable
matter of arithmetic, made obvious by the
fact that the Government has been wind-
ing up in the red every, ye:r even with its
present, punishing tax scale

But m:at Republicans show a distress-
ing vagueness when they talk about slash-
ing appropriations. It's all very well to
sMout that bureaucratic heads are going to
Toll, but It doesn't mean much until ;the
‘bureaus are identitied. And even a cursory
examination of Mr. Truman's 1947 budget
brings to light some disturbing problems
for the G.OP. economists: despite ail the
‘billions of words written about the expen-
sive soclology of the New Deal the hard fact
4 that it 1s war, past and potentlal, that
‘has made the Federal budget an account-
‘ant’s nightmare.

Buppose, for instance, Lhe Republicans
succeed In their announced plan to reduce
all individual income taxes by 2&per cent.
Under the President's caleulation personal
income taxes In fiscal 1847 will account for
421 per cent of Federal income; the 20
per cent slash would thus result in a 842
Per cent reduction in total Federal Incone.
Assume (and it's one of the flimsiest as-
sumptions we have ever suggested) that
the Republicans are willing to rest after
:m.ung individual income taxes and that

Fverybody Talks About Economy....

eent of Federal appropriations in 1947, but,
as any Congressman who has progressed
‘beyond the elementary stages of his politi-
cal education knows, the veterans are the
great untouchables. Such a stalwart G.O.P.
economist as Chairman Knutson of the
House Ways & Means Committee has a
consistent record of voting for every veter
ans hand-out, and of thinking up a few
new wrinkles of his own. The other major
ftem is 15 per cent for international loans
and rellef, and while this may be tempt-
ing the considerations mentioned above in
connection with military appropriations ap-
ply here %ith equal force. Moreever, these
loans, etc., are the backbone of a’foreign
poliey which has the offieial hlessmg of
the Republican Party. i

How about these old New Deal measures?

Well, there are some. but unfortunately
they don't add up to much In the way of
expenditures, Under Mr, Truman’s budget
the Government will spend 3.8 per cent
for soclal welfare, health- and educatlon,
1.3 per cent for housing and community
facilities, and 2.8 per cent for ald to agri-
culture. If the Congress eliminated all of
this (and does anybody believe the Repub-
lican farmers, for instance, are going to
take it lying down?) it would still throw
the budget out of balance by about one
per cent.

And there Isn't anywhere else to swing
that axe, except at the 3.6 per cent spent
for general government-— courts, postof=
figes, C: salaries, et al—and this

the only 1n Federal exp

necessary to balance the budget is that

game .42 per cent. Where will the G.OP.
the axe?

Well, 116 per cent of Federal expendi-
tures in 1947 will go for interest payment
on the public debt, and another 5.1 per
eent will go for tax and other refunds:
certalnly these two categories are beyond
the reach of the most optimistic hatchet
man. The biggest single item—34.6 per cent
[\_will go for the Army and Navy, and It
will be most difficult for any but the old
school Isolationlsts to justify any major
savfhgs here. After all, the average Re-
‘publican Is far more consclous of the Red
Peril than the average Democrat. and
should be far more insistent that adequate
insurance sgalnst it be kept pald up.

There are only two other really size-
able items. The veterans will get 17.9 per

The High Road And

EMON Rum has no more unrelenting
foe than the Board of Temperance of
_the Methodist Church. But the Board is
somewhat more tolerant than many. of its
fellow-prohibitionists, and has long since
recognized that “Ten Nights In A Bar-
. Room" does not quite tell the whole story
of the alcohol problem.
"The Board 1s even willing to let & church-
'man who questlons “panacea by legislation”
_give volce to his ideas in its official publi-
eation, “The Voice” Dr. Earl F. Zeigler,
| Dean of the Presbyterian College of Chris-
| tian Education and Sécretary of the Board
of Christian Education, Presbyterian Church
of the United Biates, currently offers this
eriticlsm of the usual Carrie Natlon type
of dry crusade:

“We_did a lot of name callng: | appealed
Httle to the reason, much motions;
handled statistics lrremnnlhly. always made
the mtilll:l come ou!. favorably for ‘our
slde’; 10 quote anything that

Tavored. temperance without ‘checking too
verity tha reliablity of the source
material: professed scientific with-

out daring to go the hale distance: refused
5 admit that the alcohol problem was com-
plex; tried to solve the vrvbl!m by one bald
stroke of legislation.
Dr. Zeigler rlcugn):.u a distinction be-
n “the social drinker and the chronic
aleoholie.” He does not defend soctal drink-
ing, but he does argue that the approach
10 eliminating it Is of necessity somewhat
different from the problem of curing the
“alcohollc, “There are factors in the alcohol

provinee is securely protected by the pat-
ronage possibilities it affords the starved
Republicans,

It's hard lines, but ecampaign oratory
doesn't alter the fact that It costs a whale
of & lot of money to pay for one war and
get resdy for another—79.1 per cent of
the largest peacetime budget in history. to
be exact. We wish the victorious Republi-
cans well as they go up against that stag-
gering fiscal fact and attemot to make good
on thelr blithe promises to free the citizens
of their terrible tax burden. But we share
the skepticism of the old Far Heel who
wrestled with the Federal budget throuch
the years after it was first stricken with
elephantiasis. “I want to see how it's done.”
sald old Muley Doughton as he handed the
Ways & Means gavel over to Tyenty Per
Cent Knutson.

The Low Road

problem that require an entirely different
treatment,” he-argues, but most temperance
workers, dealing only in horrible examples,
rarely take them into account. Blind faith
in legal prohibition, in his view, is the
greatest handlcap of the temperance move-
ment. “If we are willing to admit that
legislation Is not a panacea we have already
solved one of the problems of alcohol edu-
catlon, We have begun to be educated
when we discover our limitations as well
as our possibllities.”

Dr. Zeigler, we suppose, will be damned
as a traitor to the cause, but it seems to
us he makes a good deal of sense, It has
always seemed tragie to us that the only
well-organized and militant soclal erusade
in the United States should waste its
great potential Yor goed in a fruitless and
unrealistic effort to alter human nature
by law,

For drunkenness is 8 major soclal prob-
lem in the United States—today no less
than it was In the days of natlonal pro-
hibitlon, But it s, as Dr. Zeigler points
out, & human problem, which means that
there are as many varlations of it as there
are drunks

Any advocate of temperance who ex-
amines the problem in this light, we think,
will discover that some of those he has
always consldered his cause's worst enemies
are heading squarely toward his own pro=
fessed goal even If they are traveling by
8 less obvious route,

‘Minor Crusade For A Rainy Day

TIRED businessman in Chicago has
Iaunched a crusade against use of the
salutation, “Dear 8ir™ on business cor-
respondence. (We always suspect that peo-
. ple who furnlsh foples like this are in the
pay of the editorial writers’ union.) Archale,
#ays the man in Chicago, a waste of space
und a waste of stenographic effort. Why
address such a passionate greeting to a
man you never saw and who therefore
ceould not possibly be dear to you?
Why, indeed? The practice can't even
‘be defended by the historians, since back
|in the dear, dead days beyond the Vic-
| forlan era it was customary to address
strangers with a simple, unadorned, “Sir.”
B But, on the other hand, it s necessary
[.to start somehow, and since practically
/Al the business

to persons unknown ‘to the sender is de-
aslgned, one way or another, to sell him
something, it i3 understandable that a
fiattering prefix ‘has remained in vogue,
‘The “dear” in many cases is no more in-
eongruous than the adjectives mbstquenuy
applled to the product under discussion.
‘We gather that the Chicago ecrusader is
more interested In semantics than he is
saving labor for stenographers, since elimi-
nation of so short a word as “dear” would
hardly get the girls home any earlier in
the afternoons. We suggest, therefore, that
the crusade go all the way and provide the
reciplent of the letter with an accurate
insight Into the sender’s opinlon of him.
Nothing, In most cases, would be more
appropriate than the late Texas Guinan's

-

{ Another Voice

famous : "Hello, sucker.”

Box Cars And The War

E
gwom.n WAR I gave the box car muth . and his family. These box cars, however,

prominence. Yanks who went over-
to get into the battle lines did nlll:h

became, at the war’s end, the name of
e of the veterans' the “40

never got upon farelgn soll. They stayed at
home and many never even got into tran-
#it, which accounts for the listing by the
WAA. They are offered for sale—id0 of
them—and the announcementwsays “the
under carriage may be scrapped or sale
vaged and the cars converted into homes,
garages, warchouses, lunch stands, Sum-
mer cottages and truck trailers.”

‘Thus, someday we may see emblazored
across the bosom of a Summer cottage,
hot dog stand or home, “I also, served.” —
Attanta Jowrnal.

A
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“sell) to own & Newspaper,

Nohody Can Say We re Not Meehng Hlm Half Way

A Closed Forum?

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tur Newi

E News 18 dead—long liye Tur Nrws! Buch »

newspaer could deterlorite » whole lot under m-
new management, and still be my favorite.
along.

I{—1F, mind you—T had any suggestion st all
for the new management on how to improve the
sheet, It would concern merely & hope that they
see fit to incorporate, so
features, an “Open Forum® or ~
wherein the peepul can
(whether, that 1s, the peepul be pro or eon).

1 believe that a time Tar Nrws conducted
something like the above as a dally feature. but of
Jater years seems rather to have used this
for propagandizing the editoral point of view. Not

that that point of view, by and large, hasn't been ad-
mirable—but you know what I mean.
I necessary, have two in

wview to the readers, and snothel
think could append ume Tebuffs to all

State Capitol, the Courthouse
Public sentiment has forced &
taxpa:

Raleigh as againat the eventual changing
of » State -urm of wdq into & State debt some
future tomorTo

Keep In mlnd that desirability does not always

mean advisability; and that the practice of frugality
by our State Legislature todsy may save our State
Government, with its many thousands of employees,
from facing frustration when inflation its replaced
by sound values and financlal readjustments will be
neceary.

2 —I. PAUL LEONARD. -
What Now, Bilbo?
GAINESVILLE, FLA.
Tux Nrws:
lN I‘he lead editorial on Monday, Jan. 6, you state

1ot in closs harmony with current editorial predilec-
tions, effectively mnurymg the efforts of the coun-
them into
literary boomerings. Like,
his so effectively dealt with Inez Flows splendid
contributions,
1 do not subscribe Flow's doctrine
maier of fact, I think that wines o dgnt whiskles
n wned strictly for medicinal purposes, videlict
Jor slight coid or. more violent hangovers) s
how-

an,
fecling) that she, for instance.
1o express her possibly pruun\ud viewpoint to the
other subscribers without editorial reflection at the
end of each letter,
zws has several eolumns over to the left
of the Jetter eolumn whers wiltorial upmdom of
pnlJL'y g0 on recor the edii staft
14 arifer any letier b kind, dgning such A
(for later. publication) an nterested. friend”, or
somethin,

Of course, If & subscriber should directly take
issue with THE NEws or any of Its reporters, an
editorial footnote might be in order. For instance,
npmunm lv( this particular one might be “Thanks.

umph

But T 1huuld ke to remind Miss Flow that one
but seldom ' wins an argument with n ne
unless ons happens to, himself (or in this case, her-
And all of us are not able
1o do that!

—ALTON E. BASSETT.
(NOTE: Thanks. Humph.—Eds, Tax Nrws),

Frugality -
STATESVILLE
NOMY-MINDED TAXPAYERS:

With Natlonal and State budgets under consider-
ation, it is Important that you
representatives in ‘Washt
know how you want them to spes

Remember 1t is your money,
that you have a right to des
the same value on the tax-dollar that is placed on
their private dollar. Also remember it takes the same
kind of money to pay State and lbﬂl IA.IEI lhlﬂ it

that
rogram n present lnﬂl'zd ‘IK in=-
come can result in ﬂ!nll dm to our State Govern=
ment later on,

Ultimate mnuqnﬂwu of tax-spending sprees
the same, whether they emanate from the Hm or
Drew Pearson’s

Merry-Go-Round Gen ¢

that the has managed to
led\u:! thn efforts to unseat Bilbo to a

l tstl that more than that you should mote thi
fallure of the Democratic Party leadership to take
sland. Aj Harold lekes, in his cohumn 1 THE NIws on
Dec. 30, sald, this sort of thing has happened befors
to s Republican in a Rewbllc-n Congress and the
Jeadership took the stand in order that parties in
question should not be se ud

A question though: What will Misslssipp! do for
 Senator If Bilbo {5 not -zuuﬂ Or if he is kicked
out? Will the Governor appoint s man to take his
place, or what?

—FRANK LEA JOHNSON,
H. WARREN FELKEL,
(NOTE: If Bilbo is finally barred at the door &
vacancy will be declared and the Governor of Mis-
sissippi will be empowered to appoint his
has anno

by
nmnnmt. not an election. n woum still Jeave him
open, however, to e: on of moral

turpitude—Eds, Tex News.)
Pcn Pal .
LAGOS NIGERIA
ditors, Tux Niws:
l BAW your name and address in this country of

mine ith some of my best frlends and T fake the
uppmunuy o wriking you line:
I want you to publish my

pen friends in United States of Americs.

T want pen pals in which 16 be exchanging stami
and’ goods with them. T &m o siamp cellector the
terested in stamps, scene movies, and pen cards.

l hum um s prompt attention will take to this

" —A. A. ADERIBIGBE,
12 Bread Fruit Lane,
Lagos, Nigeria, BW.A.

The People’s Platform {s available fo any
reader who cares to mount lt. Communications
should !» Jeu th am .wo words, lvpswﬁlleﬂ ir

ne side of the paper.

el and ah.xcmrty wﬂl bl deleted—otherivise
anything goes. Each letter must be sigred, al-
thwgh in ezceptional cases and upon request,
! withhold the writer's Mme.—t litors,

Marguik Childs

- Hunger In Germany

WAGRINGTO!
lﬂnmmu(‘wlmrnt-

eral of the writers ralse the
qieeinn of a1 1 Grtmate i O
Perhaps the most remark-
able of these letters comes from &

-Jewish Tefugee who fled

the Hitler
S ol G o st the

that Germans must get along with
1550 calorles (per day) untll that
distant day when the Wotnds of all
other countries have been healed.
IRREPARABLE DAMAGE
“Even the new merger of the
American and British zones is chief-
ose 1550 calories: and
that in spite of all data medical
science has gathered In the starva-
tion experiments with consclenti-

,
1
ol
8

unless rations are increased during
this year, the damage will be ir-
reparable. How can it be brought

eratlon of better Germans ever since
the occupation started?

“Here are a few cholce Items from
the actusl picture, In Berlln, the
lowest card—Card V—entitles the
holder o 1,250 calories. It i3 called
the !rt:dhu:skaru (cemetery card).
Me 1) out on brief-

m-mmten -mch are little
nulu for welghing 1

“Prom HAnover: Yuung peaple
can hardly find any opportunity to
learn a trade or useful work. There-
fore, they drift into the black mar-
ket, crime and immorality. The
insane and those in mental hos-
pitals, an ever Incréasing number,
cannot be taken care of. Among
the young veterans, who often start-
ed soldlering at the age of 16, m

- lands-knecht nihflism runs 8o strong

that it bodes il for the cniM/m of

\

Samuel Grafton

peaceful life, even if all other Ger-
mans were bent on peace and g0~

operation.
‘Most fact that

TR
to help them. Yet painfull; mﬂt
i Beéné done for th p. g

“Thiere. are political underground
survivors who have reached the
god of thelr endursnce,

0w of, & woman, was in prison
and In iding for years. Her huse
band was executed by the Nars.
She lost her home and all her be-
longings in one of the bombing

Taids.

“Why is it that so many of
#ood eople biindly trast n. blat
prints for tomorrow instead of fol=
lowing the old truth that the
of hope and & better life is burning
in individual human hearts and has
to be kepl alive there today? Must
1t be ‘sloppy sentimentalism’ to put
human beings before coal, . chemistzy
and the balance of pow

deep sense of obligation for
one’s fellow man that runs thro
this letter cannot be controverted
by talk of “pampering” Germany,
Revenge is a very, very costly emo-
tion. Failure to live up to our
minimum obligated in Germany 1
equivalent to revenge.

Besidea the humanitarian
of the German problem, there is
the menace of a generation growing
up in near-starvation snd chaod.

e reasons for the rise of Nazism

contributing factors certainly wera
the hunger of 1819-1520 and the
ruln and disorder precipitated by
the runaway (nfistion & little later,
NEW GANGSTERS?

Is the way being prepared for an-
other generation of gangsters? That
is the guestion we should solemnly
sk ourselves. Sclence, as the letter
writer points out. has clearly shown
the paychopathalogy produced
hunger.

A considerable proportion ef
CARE packages are golng to Ger-
many. But not nearly enough are
goling to the people of Furope who
have in common, enemy and ally
allke, a terrible and compalling
need.

The Soldier’s Role

NEW YORK
LL of a sudden, we Americans
find we must do some thinking
about the role of the soldler in a
free soctety, Thi been a closed
question n our life for generations,
Now, abruptly, it has become open,
nd fluid, We are fearful of any in-
crease in the power of the military,
and we hurry, hurry, hurry to put
the control of atomic energy into
civilian hands. But hardly do we
complete this change, when we find
that the Btate Department has been
placed

y

gorles that there has been any ob-
jection at &l to the Marshall ap-
pointment. That there can be such
reservations even quiet ones,
against this great figure in our na-
tional life shows how deeply em-
bedded in the American conscious-
ness is our fear of the military. It
i3 an anxiety which never sleeps.
FEAR BREAKS OUT

Bometimes the fear pops qui
ous fnto the open. In Embride,
Mass, ofeszor Norbert Wiener, of

MIT, of the world's leading
mnmemueum, has declared he
will censorship on his
work, to keep It out of the hands
of military people, who might use
it for “mass siaughter.” He refused
to deliver n scheduled paper on
electronic calculating devices before
posium  at
wun: might
help in the production of gulded
misslles. Pro er performed
work for the services during the
war, but now the war s over, and
he says that while he respects the
sincerity of military men, the ques-
tion 18 one of who is to control
uses of sclence, sclentists or
mmm He says the selentist has
n ultimate responsibility for what

35 done with s dlscoverles, He is

Tot Inclined to trust “the tragic
insclence of the military mind™
And so he has bullt himself a lit-
tle civillan enclave In his stully,
and mounted guard over it.

But the armed services are quite
aware of the problem: they are
American, too. The Army and Navy

support college research profects,
such as Harvard's work with the
electronic calculator, but they do
s0 gently, without shoving. and
without effort at dominance. And
the armed services have placed &

civilian, Dr. Vannevar Bush, at tha
head of thelr new. Joint Research
and Development Board, so that
there is actually s civillan above
the military oificers who, Prof.
‘Wiener complains, today stand
above. the selentists, But s there
not involved, in this very sandwich-
ing of the clvilan and military
spheres, some danger of a kind of
progressive, organic militarization of
American life, a deeper danger, if
& subtler one, than could arise from
any crude and unthinkable attempt
by the military to take more power?
SOLDIER-CIVILIAN MARRIAGE
r this is a Kind of integration
of the military and civillan spheres;
such an integration msy make
greater changes in our lives than.
could be accomplished by s barren
military expansion alone, Proposals
for universal training carry forward
one more step this new marriage of
the military and civilian worlds,
“This merger of military and civilian
America 15 the really Important
“service merger” about which we
should be tHinking; compared with
it. the merger of the Army a
Navy seems like an old-fashioned
sort of problem.

One senses the new relation bee
tween uniformed and un-uniforme
ed America In the elaborate defers
ence which Congress pays to the
military budget; amid all the fran-
tie proposals for deep cuts, military
nd naval fund requests stand, im-
mune; no one touches them. In.the
light of these trends, there s, with
no harmful intention on anyone's
part, A certain overriding signifi-
cance in the appointment of a gen-
eral as Secretary of State, while &
civilian heads atomie energy, Mere-
Iy to touch off one of the top
questions: What h-wenu to hopes
for, say, disarmament, 1n a sodlety
I which ‘the iviian” life and the
military life are thus moving toward
2 kind ‘of Integration, as In ours?
GRAVE DECISION

It will be scen, then, that on
whattier we'can make peiis . the
world, subdue our fears, hangs
u:. quc!'lnn of what our lives vll.l

like, in vears.to come: naj onl
:h- question of how much we
spend on armaments, but the very
nature of American soclety. Those,
throughout the world, who have this
decision |n their hands, will declde
more than they kmow.

Marshall Found Life Cheap In China;

(Editor's note—This is the third and last of Drew
Pearson’s peneiraling personality sketches of the mew

Secre! of State.)

s g WASHINGTON
reumu insight into the character of the new Secretary
of State, It i necessary to know something of General

Marshalls Tatest experiences n

Not many of his friends realize it, but Marhall for the
mast. part enjoyed his tour of duty in

visitors that it gave him time

n the porch of his housé in Nanking

ﬂu‘rry. walled-in garden, Marshall sat NN! ]ﬂlllmmmd

about the Orient. In the distance see teeming,

centuries-old Nanking and the tomb of Chl.l’l-ll ‘n-l modern

ra.romr. sun \'n -
Marshall spent an evening talking with
Pwunulu 7 General Bob Hannegan and Assistant Secretary
tuart Symington, who had carried & highly confi-

told

Maunmm.mw-mne-gﬂ'- fom!

1y bitter about the custom of “cumshaw” of

prevalent all over China. Hannegan had

already seen how five bribes were necessary to permit &
peasant 10 visit & relative in a Nanking jail.

Marshall outlined his own views on what China n-ea;d s,

a broad

th combined spor
B e Bnilipptos. he declared, T saw how competi-
tive sports loped fair-minded co-operation and

play.
roved that
mﬂlﬂ:!bvmmt if given the opportunity. Heslth ls

When they reached the lhmler. General Marshall sald

to the driver, Pvt. Marcella Schael
“After you park the car, come to the box office mnd

box office, sn_usher sal
her to Generll Mmhn]]‘ﬂ box. 4
she saw the from a place
?Gmrlh, one bflﬂl the Chief of Staff.
remember what the picture was about.

Marshall Merry-Go-Round i
ARSHALL has & “stecl-trap mind" can ask twen!
M imen what their questions are, then, without taiing

notes, remember estion and answer it. . ..
e Mitors biggest change he would make in the Sate
Department 1s in the forelgn service. He left no doubt that
on wealthy bureaucrats, . . . %o groups which -
eared Marshall's intment most were the Forefgn
e *reaktionary wing of the American

Moscow, he
-nn'zhlnbmﬂ'!----OM
with

is
mmmmwzmmymmumu
m if Marshall gives him a free hand at cleaning out dead-
.,,4 m“-ntnwlumnmmh»-
pmmmnﬂmﬂuaﬂmf\mwm . Acheson
ia looking forward to ® mmﬁw
3 comes, he’ll stay on. L

R



