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The Battle Over Zoning

PPONENTS of a zoning ordinance for
Charlotte have been fighting - their
usual good fight, no holds barred. They
failed to move thé Zoning Commission,
which has steadfastly stuck to its guns,
and won only a partial victory from the
Real Estate Board which went along with
the major provisions of the ordinance. But
they do have a bridghead inside Council;
Councilmen Childs and Hinson blocked
ge of the measure this week nn_d
have indicated that they will oppose it
_when it comes up for what may be a final
vote on Tuesday.

Some of the opponents have objected to
specific provisions of the zaning law, but
the most vociferous critics are batthing the
whole business, lock, stock and set-back
provision. These gentlemen make no bones
about being interested partles; builders and
developers for the most part. they argue
that their private plans will be upset and
one of them estimated at the latest hear-
ing that he would be out of pocket $50,000
if the law is adopted. -

At one point in the somewhat disorderly
hearing before Councll the charge was
brought that the zoning ordinance, or
any zoning ordinance, is a “fascist act
which won't do nobody no good.” The evi-
dence, however, Is all agalnst this argu-
ment, Charlotte is now the only city in
the United States of 100,000 or more popu-
lation which does not have a zoning ordi-
nance, and so far as we can, ascertain the
Black Shirts have not taken over any of
the others. .

What we are hearing, of course, is the
famillar debate which pitches private in-
terest apainst public interest. Councilman
Newson summed it up when he said: “All
the protests have come, as they always do,
ffrom a few who are going to be hurt.
And while T am sympathetic to you fel-

:s, T feel that my allegiance is due the
Mmajority of the people of Charlotte whom
1 was chosen to represent.”

Any other position, 1t seems to us, 1s go-
ing to be extremely difficult to defend.

A Wheelhorse Gets The Nod

HE orderly processes of seniority take

care of most key jobs in the North
Carolina Legislature, and senfority also
provides & ready answer when the West
complains that the East scems to pluck
an undue share of the plums. The voters
of the West are an impatient lot, and they
rarely leave an Assemblyman in office
long enough for him to move into position
to recelve the nod from his fellows

Joe Blythe of Mecklenburg is one of the
exceptions that prove the rule. He went
to the State Senate in 1939, and his con-
stituents have never found any reason to
replace him. During those years his Sena-
torlal colleagues in Raleigh have found
many reasons o respéct and admire the
portly and amiable gentleman from Meck-
lenburg. This week they gave their hirh
regard for Senator Blythe substance by
naming him, without opposition, president
pro tempore, the highest office they can
bestow upon one of their own.

This Is a post of considerable honor, of
eourse, and of more importance than you

0il Under Troubled

*TS been a good while since anybody set

out with a willow wand to locate an ofl
‘well, but pursult of the elusive fluid still
remains a leng and romantic gamble. Ex-
pensive too, as the Standard Oll Company
of New Jersey points out in a handsome
little brochure called The Story of North
Caralina Esso Number One.

Esso Number One was a delayed war
‘baby. In the mad search for new ficlds in
the East after German submarines threat-
ened to cut the tanker lines, Standard Oil
geologists found some promising signs of
oll along the North Carclina coast. The
Blg and Little Inch Pipe Lines removed
some of the pressure, however, and Stand-
ard didnt get around to drilling until
November 1M5. Esso Number One went
down at a point 1620 feet southwest of
the old Hatteras Light on the Outer
Banks.

Before the crew gave up they had drill-
ed to a depth of 3,516 feet, 50 rock bits had
‘been worn baldheaded, a whole passel of na-
Hve Bankers had been trained in the arts
and sclences of oll-well operation, and

Another Voice

might think In view of the fact that Pres-
ident Pro Tem Blythe's principal stated
duty is to preside over the Senate in the
absence of the Lieutenant Governor. Ac-
tually his elevation to the post stands as
farmal recognition of his status as a leg-
islative wheelhorse, a steady and reliable
nperator who swings a deal of influence
and knows how to use it when the going
gets rough. When the speeches are belng
made the gentleman from Mecklenburg is
rarely in evidence; when the decislons are
belng reached, on the floor or off it, he is
never absent.

Joe Blythe also occupies A permanent
place on every speculative list of guberna-
tortal possibilitics. Whether he has ambi-
tions in that direction or not, we don't
know; certainly there have been few signs
in the past that he has sought to imple-
ment them. It remains to be scen whether
the new honor that has been given him
crowns his public career or is only a mile-
stone In it. At any rate his constituents
are delighted that the honor has come at
Iast to one who has served his county and
his state so well and so unobstrusively.

Waters

$477,000 had been spent, exclusive of the
cost of leases and geological refearch,
About all Standard got out of it was a
series of readings on the dials and meters
which are the modern counterpart of the
willow wand.

“It was difficult, troublesome and expén-
sive, but well worthwhile,” the little bro-
chure sums up. “The knowledge gained by
this test has confirmed the judgment of
Standard’s geologists and Justifies furth-
er search for ofl in northeastern North
Carolina.” The search is underway now,
from a water-borne rig floating offshore
in Pamlico Sound. And Standard’s heart
1s obviously still in its work; it will cost
$25.000 a months to drill under water as
acainst $10,000 to maintain a dry land
crew.

1t Esso Number Two brings in a gusher
the peaceful, remote Banks may become
the nation’s next boom area. But that, of
course, 1s crossing bridges far in advance.
Standard ends The Story of Esso Number
One with the line: "Once again, let us say
that the odds against finding petroleum
arc very, very long ., . "

One Of The Great Freedoms

IF Representative John E. Rankin means
what he says teachers—éspecially those
in colleges and universities—may have more
than low salarles and the high eost of
living to worry about. The House Commit-
tee on un-American Activities may be on
thelr trall.

Mr. Rankin says he will “enlist the ald
of patriotic organizations, including vet-
erans’ groups, to drive from our educa-
tional institutions those ‘pink’ professors
who are subsidized from questionable
sources." He doesn’t name these sources.

Now there may ge a very few college
professors with Confmunist leanings, If so,
and if their taint be proved, the very ag-
gressiveness of the Communist doctrine
‘would make them undesirable, Much more
numerous, probably, are teachers whose
social and economic views would be found
well short of Communism. but still con-
siderably to the left of Mr. Rankin's. He
may disagree with them, but we question
his right to “purge” them,

But the most serious danger inherent
in Mr. Rankin's intensions 15 the case with
which a hunt for subversive t¥achings can
degenerate into an attack on “academic
freedom.”

The danger exists primarily because
academic freedom is something that rela-
tively few people understand. It does not
Imply freedom to press a teacher’s per-
%ﬂl upon students who must sit

“and whether they like them or not.
1t does connote freedom to look at an fs-
_sue—however controversial—from all sides,
to dig for facts, no matter how unpleasant
those facts may turn out to be for. some-
‘body. It does mean nurturing the spirit

of inquiry and the objective. fudicial view,

Such searching for knowledge and for
the frults of mankind's experience is no
less than a soclal imperative. It ranks with
freedom of speech and of the press as a
bulwark against the forces of intolerance
and as an alterative to counteract the
ossifying tendencles of human thinking. It
fs a searching which rémains consistently
free from ulterfor motives and diversion
to selfish ends only where it is pursued
as an end in itself—light for the sake of
light, truth for the sake of truth.

We would heartily agree that any weeds
of subversive teaching should be uprooted.
But the past record of the committee which
Mr. Rankin d , of

‘Wish We Could Get Control Of A House’

" "

PcoEl ’s Platform
On Juvenile Delinquency

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tr News

WOULD seéry much like to know the answer to

this question: 5

What kind off temporary quarters have we in
Charlotte for delinquent youth?

The heart rending description of auch places 1n
sther clties by Albert, Maisel. “America’s Forgotten”,
in Woman's Home Companion, made me ashamed I
did net know.

There is a judge of the Juvenile Court {n Memphis
o honored by the clilzens because of her wonderful
suceess in reclaiming delinquent chiidren that they
have put up for her the kind of bullding she wanted.
She has demonstrated love is the greatest force in the
world. Children knowing sameone eared have made
fine citizens for Memphis instead of menaces.

1 heard this attractive woman sprak in Jackson,
Miss., as she had been called there to give them some
new ideas fn dealing with youth, She just gave the
way Christ gave.

me of our fine men in Charlotte at one time
were responsible for some boy who had made a bad
start. 1 am sure there are many outstanding men
here now because of wise, kind help given when it
was sorely needed. 1 hope such worthwhile efforts

are being made now.
—ROSE BLANTON.

There 1s no central detention home for
juveniles in Mecklenburg. There is & system of
plarement in private homes for juveniles awaiting
trinl which operates under the supervision of the
County Department of Welfare, When juveniles are
charged with serious crimes they sre sometimes held
in City or County jall. The Welfare Department
says these cases are few now.—Eds, THE News),

Minimum Wage Law
RALEIGH

Editors, THE NEWS!

HANK you very much for the splendid editorial on

State Minimum Wage Law which you carried in the
Saturday. Jan. 4, issue of The Charlotte News.
certain that this Is one of the best expositions on the
value of such lezislation, the need for i the
reasons why It would be beneficial legislation, that I
have seen.

—FORREST H. SHUFORD,
N. C. Commissioner of Labor.

Pay Increase
WHITEVILLE
Editors, Tie News:
’I‘HE Columbus County Teachers' Unit of NCEA
met in Whiteville, N, C., Jan. 7 for the purpose
of discussing the general Iegislative program to be
presented to the convening Legisiature. After a
short discussion, the group approved unanimously a
motion to have a local membership fee for teachers,
any or all of which may be used In support of the
legislative program. b,
“The following resolution was adopted:
Whereas the’ cost of living has tremendously ine
ereased during the past few years and recent months
d

Whereas the salary of teachers s not eommen=

Dreu; Pearson’s ,
Merry-Go-Round

-
surate with those of workers in most fields of employ=
ment and

‘Whereas the present salary scale is (oo small ta
entice new teachers to go into the profession of 1o
hold many of the already qualified teachers, and

Whereas we feel that the State of North Carolina
ix able to give fta children and the teachers who
teach them a square deal.

‘We hereby resolve that the Columbus County Unit
of the NCEA indorse unanimonsly the South Pledmont
Plan asking for a 40 per cent increase {n salarles of
school persormel

M.

ER, President
MPSON, See, & Trei

F. F, TH

The People’s Platform ts available to any
reader who cares to mount 1. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewriften 1f
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obscentty will be deleted 1015

Battle Of The

WASHINGTON
TEE Battle of the Budget will
be fought at three different
levels. The end is likely to be A
confused compromise which will /
force many Government depart-
ments to pinch off useful and even
essential services.
Level Number 1, at the bottom of

the budgetary mountain, is the es=
timate of Chalrman John

among the Republicans. His wea
pon is & meat-axe rather than &
scalpel.
Level No. 2, halfway up, is the
. Robert

estimate of Sen. A. Taft,
chairman of the Republican_Com-
on policy In the Senate,

tiee
Taft belleves that & rough total of
$32,500.000,000 will be ample for all
the needs of the Government in
the coming fiscal yesr. Taft's ac-
counting runs this way:

The Armed Services: $12,000,000,-

For all other Government serv-
Ices: $8,500,000,000.
OVER-GENEROUS?

‘The last figure Is, in Taft's opin-
fon,
C

functions of the Federal machine,
It would include a half biiion dol-
lars for foreign loans in addition ta
the commitment already made t0
Great Britain.

Level Number 3, at the top of the-
budgetary mountain, is the officlal
estimate which President Truman
will send to Congress, Advance re-
poris put that at $37,000,000,
from 8 to § 1/3 bililon above tha
maximum that Taft believes es-
sential.

One difference between the Taft
and the Truman budgets is-in the
amount of debt to be retired. Ade
vanes reports put that figure, in
the official budget, at $2.000,000,-
000. In Taft's budget, about 31.000,-
000.000 s alowed for debt reduce
tion.

But the sharpest difference be-
tween the Democrat In the White
House and the Republicans on Cap-
itol Hill ix likely to be over tax re-

Budget.
wider support than at first sppear:
ed probable.

Leaders in the Senate, includio
Taft, lean toward this figure. Tne
industrious Senator from Ohio kes
a careful ratioaalization to fustify
the 20 per cent siash. He belleves
that present high rates are mﬂl:
tlonary; In the upper bra

“Mated salarles are handed out just

5o that the Individual can nsve
enoligh to pay his tax and still keep
an amount not too far below the
take-home salary be received bes
fore high taxes.
DIMINISHING RETURNS

Taft also argues that present
rates have reached the point of
diminishing returns. Men, 3o "te
argument funs, simply will not
work hard 1f they feel too large &
percentage of their income must be
paid out to the tax collector.

A sccond sharp difference be-
tween the White House and €on-
gress is bound to ¢ome over con-

tinuation of wartime excise taxes. |

Mr. Truman urged In his State of
the Union message that these taxes

be continued through the coming f

fiscal year, Republican leaders fn
both Senate and House are in faver
of repealing them almost imme=
diately. s

There is & possibility of & cot-
promise, however, Senate leaders
may recommend continuation. of
the wartime taxes on liguor while
favoring the repeal of those on
furs, jewelry and cosmetics. This
would leave the Government about
half the revenue it receives from
present excise taxes,

, Let’s assume that the economies
Taft proposes are ble. We
might be able to cut 1o the bone i
production and prosperity through=
out the nation stay at a high point

But even if this is possible, 1t's
hard to see how a tax cut can be
Justified except as a plece of politi-
el balt for 1948. Every possibla bit
af surplus should go toward scallng
down the debt and thereby the cost
of servicing the debt.
ASKING FOR TROUBLE

We must not expect to eseaps so
lightly the consequences of the
war, We escaped the physical de-
struction of Europe, Wa escaped
the hunger and the teror that cut
deep Into the lives of millions ail
aver the world. 1f we now attempt
0 pass on the financial cost jo
another generation. we sha
asking for (rouble—and trouble not
alone for oursclves but for auce

duction. It appears that Rep. Har-
old Knutson's 20 per cent
cut in the income tax has much

cerding generations. Cutting taxes
Is easy. CUtling the debt ts a lot
harder.

Samuel Grafton

Truman And COP

a5 to who 18 going to wip this new
unity, this Jaurnament of caresses
And there i something else wrbng
with the new unity, something to
which 1t is hard to give & name,
except to say that

NEW vV
HE REPUBLICANS are being
rather charming about Presi-

dent Truman's message. Speaker

Martin praises ius “fine co-opera-

tive apirit.” Mr. B. Carroll Reece, t 15 A bl too
chafrman of the Republican Na- rXclisive too narrow. that .teo
tional & man who ix ADY people are being left out of

anything goes. Each letter must be signed, al-
though, fn ercepttonal cases and upon request,
we will withhold the writers name.—Edttors,
Tur News,

Wishful Thinking

QO having entered the fain's charlot and been de-

posited in the White House and in fact become
President Truman, what would I do? would
thank the fairy for his or her thoughtfulness in
having picked 50 good a man, and then turn In to
get & good night's sleep. . . . The first thing next
morning T would call my Press confrrence whether it
was press day or nol. Then I would say: "Gentlemen,
I shall not be & candidate for the Democratic nomi-
nation for the

the fun and the feasting.
HOMELESS IGNORED

It is strange, for example, that
almost none of the oceans of edi-
torial comment on the Presidents
unity message even mentloped
housing, by all odds the chief, im-
medinte domestic {ssue beforé the
country. This i3 perhaps typleal of
the new unity, which leaves.so
mueh out. It i3 & unily which in-
cludes Truman and the Repub-

required by occupational
considerations to turn pink with -
rage when a Democratic President
says anyihing, feels that “expecta-
tions of wholehearted, patriotic,
bi-partisan co-cperation” are stim-
ulated by the Presidents composi-
tion for the Spring u-mr);{r
There were moments during the
delivery of the message when there
pplause from e Res
publican side of the chamber than
from the Democratic, a3 the GOP  licans, but which omits the name-
ihrilled to the spectacle of A Dem-  less thousands today looking for
ocratic President making a bid ta  places In which to slecp on some
it, amiably ruffling the short hairs rcasonable and permanent baals,
AL the back of Its neck, and beam- true that the President

< , nor for y
any other party. I shall not be a candidate for the
Presidency. My purpose is to become sa free during
the remainder of my term that 4t will not be necese
sary to think about any humth%:m or elcction, as
resident, I shall have no otherdesire than to find
out as near as possible what is best for the whole
country in every instance, and having found out so
nearly as possible, T shall employ all possible means
of informing the people of my conclusion. In en-
deavoring to discover as far as may be the truth and
the possibilitics concerning all questions, T shall call
to my ald the best and most disinterested opinfons I
can find. When I am able to reach a conclusion
that seems sound and best I will keep the people in-
formed. Congress and the officials can then deal
with such questions In the light of the best public
opinion which can be secured. In seeking advice and
opinions, T shall not promise to accept or refect.
any, but remain wholly free o come to my own
conclusions_and so state. During the remainder of
my term T shall continue to execute the Inws in
existence accordinz to my best judgment. 1 take
this course for fear lest otherwise I migl in-
fluenced in my decisions by being compelled to think
of election effects, That is all, gentlemen” Then T
would set about carrying out my resolution and the
first question 1 wouldeask any man who sought ta
ive me advice would be: “What §s your own direct
or indirect interest in this matter?” “And the public
men who might be called in I would saz, “If you think
mmore of the truth in this matter than vou do of your
own. office, T want to hear vou. If not. make your
statement short,”— R. F. Beasley in The Menroe
Journal.

-

ing upon It voiced his usual approval of publie
NG EXPECTED fmld 3 ;hrnuE] the Yg'awne?—xl-
A cenatfi” amount of Republican nocr-Taft Bill But the Repub-
- "% licans, in this odd, one-sided onity,

PurTINg 18 0 ber expreted, because 1 0R 0 HE B0 pRESRELOR |

it is in the mature of all of us tn
make organic response when pet-
ted. But the purring, of course,
will continue only so Jong as |

wve rxtorted so many concesslons
from the President this Winter in

the direction in
over to sporadic, private cffort, that

peiting does. And the GOP will, I {7 2 g
think, demand more petting in the ihC Public hotting ldea fs struke
Iuture. There are, iready, little FUDE for Ls life Ome senses that

there 15 perhaps something & shade
restrictive about a unity which
leaves America’s hordes of house-
hunters on the outside. searching
the Winter pavements for To Rent |
slgns. This 1s & unity bullt on &
narrow base. :
LABOR LEFT OUT

And when one cansiders, Alsf
that there I3 almost no Jabor par-
ticipation in the new unity, ona |
again has the feeling that thess
great harmony manifestations in
Avashington are somehow thin and
foreshorteried. It is a unity remark=
able for its omisslons. And s0 one
follows the new love affalr with,a |
certain apprehension: it may
sweet, bit it i alsa star-crossed,
almost ax sure ta bhe mauled by
pressures from the outside, as it Ix !
likely o be torn by tensions from
within.

mewlings and tender whimperings
to the effect that it would be nice
if the President showed a liitle
more unity about curbing labor,
and & little more unity about eut-
UNg Income taxes, and a little more
unity about giving up universal
training, The kitten's first ap-
proach 1o the armchair is tenla-
tive, but once rubbed it demands
the hand on ils ear as a matter of
right.

while there 15 something
charming in the Republican reac
tion 1o the President’s term paper,
and in the litde love noises which
warm the Washington alr, the new
unity must, I think, be watched;
watched as a process, and studied
as a trend. It is an odd thing about
unity, that one can sometimes lose
as much in a unity as in a battle.
It is still an uniesolved question

Truman Seems In Unfailing Good Humor

5 WASHINGTON

VERY White House caller these days comes out of the
inner sanctum remarking on now well and high-spirited
President Truman looks, Expecting him to appear bowed

some of the veterans' organizations whose
aid he secks—makes us question whether
that body has the persplcacity to do the
job without doing damage, out of all pro-
portion, to the gardens of education.

The colleges and universities are named
as the immediate targets. But once let
loose, intolerance and bigotry can spread
through all levels of the school system. In
fact, letters to this newspaper indicate
that it is already spreading. Teachers are
deserting the calling they love not only
because they are skimped in the pocket-
book. Many refuse to go on when they
must teach that which violates or fails to
satisfy. their sense of the integrity of the
mind.—Christian Science Monitor,

The question arises what a Kansas City

can do with a haul of 450 pennies,

‘Thus loaded down, one cah't get the cor-
rect score on a weighing machine, even.

d by the weight of his office, they remark:
“He doesn't scem to have a care in the world.”

Even during the middle of the coal strike, when Truman
Cabinet members were worried sick over the economic con=
sequences to the country{ White House callers eame out to
report that the President scemed to be in fine fettle,

One ynofficial explanation is that. since November, the
President feels that the Republicans have removed part of
the responsibility of leadership from nis shoulders. No ma
ter what he does, it can’t be right in GOP eyes; thercfore,
he might as well be philosophical about it.

Another esplanation is that, since November, Truman
feels he is no longer under any obligation to carry on the
Roosevelt New Deal program. The November balloting
showed that the majority of the people wanted a change,
Argue some White House advlsers, so Truman has a man-
date to desert the Roosevelt program for his own.

Whatever the explanation, the President seems fo be
the height of good humor imes. Standing In & cor=
ridor of Congress an Monday, ready to deliver his State of

Unfon message, he was bantering with Republican Sen-
ators who asked whether he would propose & program which
Republicans could support,

"Don't worry about that” shot back the Chief Execu-
“I'm sure we're golng o get along all right during this
Voo ¥

tive.

Congr

Government In Exile * i

A DISTINGUISHED group of ex-New Dealers were gath-
ered at a meeting of the Union for Democratic Action

the other day, Including Mrs. Rooseveit, ex-OPA Chlel
Chester Bowles, OPA Founder Leon Henderson. Paul Porter,
another OPA chief, and ex-Houzing Administrator Wilson
Wyatt.

Borls Shishkin, chief economist for the AFL, strode Into
the room. Taking one look at the distinguished group he
remarked: )

“The government In exile!”

Who Started Portal Fight
SOME of the biggest lawyers on Wall Street are now burn-

ing the midnight ofl trying to figure out ways and means
of beating portal-to-portal lawsilts, while high-paid lobby-
sts are pullng wires to stop portal-to-portal back payments.

‘What these high-powered legai braims dont know, how-
ever, is that a $65-a-week CIO organizer, Ben Riskind, for-
merly with the CIO mine, mill, and smelter workers, con-
cocted the Idea which 15 causing them so much trouble.

1t was Riskind—not a lawyer—who pored over the 1938
Fair Labor Standards Acts passed primarily to halt sweat-
shop conditions in the needle trades and which provides
that employces must be paid “for hours worked.” Those
Iast three words “for hours worked' seemed awfully im-
portant to Riskind, but at first he couldn't even get his own
CIO colleagues interested.

ally, however, he sold his idea to Lee Pressman, C10

to start suit on be-

travellng through min

Pressman made s thorough study of the question,
discovered that in Europe miners were from the_time
they entered the mine, that in Arizona portal-to-portal pay
was the basic law of the state, and that Montana ‘had

passed a portal-to-portal law that later was killed by thé I
: urt.

State Supreme 2
On the strength of this resenrch, suit was filed against
the Tennessee Coal & Iron Co. & subsidiary of U. S. Steel.
This turned out to be one of the most Important cases in
Iabor history, but big corporatwn lawsers at the time
falled to grasp its significance. The case finally got up
to the Supreme Court, which tuled In 1942 In favor of
portal-to-portal by & 5-4 declsion, Next year, John L. Lewls,
faking n cue from CIO attomeys, won “portal-to-portal)
iners. s
for B Tk ihe IO fegal brain trust declded to test
portal-to-portal in.other indusirics, and started the now
famous Mount Clemens Pottery case This cof ny Jree
quired its employecs to be in the plant 14 minutes before
the actual starting time, and th: Supreme Court has now
held this to be working time.

All last Summer CIO Chiet Phil Murray and his legal
staff discussed the significance of the Supreme Court mct
and what they should do about it. All last year, also, tRe
s | Street Jegal talent which had ignored the
Impartance of the Wagner Act a decade before seemed to
ignore the Mount Clemens decision. They filed mo briefs
s a friend of the court, but let the case B¢ battled out by

gement which finally made up

the billions of dollars’ worth of

suits now rolling through the ccurts. When Murray saw

business preparing its anti-labor lepisiafion in the new

‘he decided to fight pack, Best way to com-

solidate his union membership, he figured, was to show
them what a fat plum the union could widh how workers

who've never had $500 in the bank could look forward o |

'3 times that much in & lump sum through the |
portal-to-portal suils. ¢

.




