when enacted. This may huve been &

hormal political reaction, but its effect -

was not only to condemn the late Presi-
dent Roosevelt and all his works, but to

end Federa! planning in the middle of &'

Thla would not. In itself, have assured
79th a dark page in history if,- in
- the

There are a few entries on the credit
- de of the ledger, most of 1hnm having to

traditional - American lsolmimnist doctrine
- ‘when it adopted the United Nations Char-
ter In approving the Bmlsh Loan, and in
a clvilian for the
_contro! of atomic energy. it supported the
State Department’s effort to cbtain orderly
peace settlements. The Congress also de-
. serves credit for passage of an enlightened
reorganization bill designed to streamline
“its own functions. )
But the debit side is crowded indeed. On
the four most important issues facing it—
price controls, housing, labor, and draft-
-extension—it vacillated. postponed a final
declslon past the danger point. and finally
“wound up in every case svith a weak and
ineffective compromise. Anything that
-smacked of the New Deal—The Wagner-
- Ellender-Taft Housing Bill. FEPC. full-em-
ployment. a minimum wage law, the
.'Missourl Valley Authority plan—was re-
jected without serious consideration, or
+ emasculated until it became meaningless

grave emergency. This blind op-
position, to which the recalcitrant South-
erners contributed so much, insured the
almless and costly drift for which we are,
now beginning to pay.

When the coalition wrecked the party

tem the T0th lost Its identlty as &
serious legislative organization and - be-
came a coljection of harrassed individuals,
each of whom responded in varying degree
to the terrific pressures brought against
him from the outside. The voting record
of almost aRny member will show amazlng
inconsistencles; for instance, Senator La-
Follette, surely as independent and as con-
scientious as any member of either House,
fought for enactment of a rigld price con-
tral bill with one consplcuous exception—
he wanted o exempt from price ceilings
the dairy products produced by the major
industry in his home state of Wisconsin.
That was the measure of the Congress in
its closing days—each member put his con-
stituents' immediate interests above the
country's.

It has been said that in a democracy the
people usually get the sort of Government
they deserve. This was the case, we think.
with the 78th Congress. Its shabby record
is also the record of the American people.
the majority of whom saw the end of the
war not as a dangerous and uncertain pe-
riod of transition but as a golden oppor-
tunity to kick off the lid. shoot the works,
make a killing. If the gentlemen who made
up the 79th are to be charged with any in-
dividual sin it must be their failure to rise
above the people whd elected them and
provide the sort of firm leadership the
people indicated they didn’t want. That, we
suppose, was asking too much.

Operation McMinn Can’t Be Justified

PERATION McMINN, in which a group
of veterans seized the Government
of a Tennessee county by force of arms,
Elves rise to disturbing speculation con-
© cerning the temper of ex-GlIs everywhere.
The veterans of McMinn, banded together
In a bi-partisan political organization, seek
to justify their action on the ground that
" it was necessary to prevent the theft of an
election by an entrenched and corrupt
‘courthouse ring. The evidence from Ten-
hat there is of it sup-
- port their charges of election fraud, but
‘there stil] remain a number of gunshot
wounds, slit throats and fractured skulls
Jor which the veterans are directiy re-
. sponsible.

There was:ruthless efficiency in the way
the veterans moved in on the jail, where
county officials and special deputies holed
S up with the seized ballot boxes. A spatter-
- ing of bullets to keep the besieged away
~~from the windows, the use of dynamite to
force entry—this is the Army's standard
. ‘technique for the reduction of enemy
“. strongpoints. Thls was an organization,
. mot 8 mob, and its discipline was apparent.

‘When the deputies surrendered they were
~marched out, hands on heads, searched,
- and returned to the jail to be held pending

JRESIDENT TRUMAN'S decision to veto
the bill renouncing Federal claims to
. off-shore oil lands furnishes a valuable
. clue to his character. His political advisers

displayed an utter disregard for political
considerations in connection with this
same business.

Mr. Truman's good friend Ed Pauley
came to grief as a result of his effort to ob-
tafn from Congress the very bill the Presi-
dent has now killed. Yet Mr., Truman de-
fended Ed Pauley against any and all
charges and stuck by him long after it
‘was apparent that his loyalty was seriously
damaging his own reputation. By infer-
ence, at least. the President supported
Pauley’s contention that the states have
first elaim on the off-shore oil lands. and
he refused to recognize that there was any-

the Incident was closed. at great cost o the
President's prestige, Mr. Truman took an
unwarranted slap at Senator Austin of
Ve

the time of his nomination.

But, after all this, the President unhesi-
tatingly vetoed the bill Pauley wanted

Another Voice

the arrival of the State Guard. The ballot
boxes were impounded, and guards armed
with Army rifles took up posts outside the
building. The fact that there were no
deaths, and.little pointless violence. Indi-
cates that the incident cannot be classifi-
fied as a spontaneous riot.

“We are in charge," sald Ralph Duggan,
former Navy lieutenant commander. "We
will dictate all tezms to the other side. . ..
(The GIs) are elected and will serve as
vour county officials beginning September
1.” Commander Duggan and his fellows, we
suspect, will find that the incident cannot
be closed as simply as that. As a matter
of fact nobodv has been elected to any
office in McMinn County, for the effect
of the rioting has been to cancel all votes
cast. The courts. in the end, will dictate
terms to both sides.

Election frauds are indefensible. but there
are legal methods of dealing with them.
We may sympathize with the GIs of Mc-
Minn, who seem to have had extreme prov-
ocation, but no thoughtful citizen can
condone their action. Barring the total
collapse of civil government, no cause is
good enough to justify the decision of
an organized group of private citizens to
teke the law into their own hands.

- A Note On Presidential Integrity

passed. He argued that it Is improper for
Congress to attempt to settle any matier
by special legislation when it Is pending
before the Supreme Court. Whatever the
merits of the states’ claims in the matter,

,this argument stands as an eminently

proper one. But it is in sharp contrast to
utterly Improper ones the Presldent
brought forward in defense of his poker-
playing pal.

The point s that in the matter of the
veto a moral issue was clearly drawn and
Mr. Truman followed his own sound in-
stincts. In the matter of the Pauley nomin-
ation his lovalty was directly involved. and
Mr. Truman is a man who believes his
friends can do no wrong. Thus his vision
was blurred, but let it be said to his credit
that he courageously refused then, as he
has so often since. to sell a pal down the
river to save his own hide.

In combination these qualities of loyalty
and stubbornness frequently lead Mr. Tru-
man into strange bypaths, leaving him
wide open to charges of playing cheap
politics. These seem to us completely un-
founded. He has been wrong, as he cer-
tainly was when he stuck by Ed Pauley in
the face of all the evidence against him,
but he has never violated his personal
standards of integrity. And, by and large,
no braver man than Harry Truman ever
occupied the White House.

Missouri Aveniie Or Rosebud Drive?

'I\HEY have named a street in Washing-
ton, D. C.;for Missourl, It is described
& winding street, about 20 blocks Jong,

8 good tesidential section. Get out! A
roadway, probably tlanked by the

M' ‘of :upper bracket government em.

breast the levee and the “blues” are bred in
the sultry Targee Street night. This is the
land where Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn
plotted piracy, where a Civil War states-

. man put two loaded pistols on -the tgble

before starting his speech. This is where
the hills talk in' the night and a train
whistle answers from far out mcross the
bottoms.

A street, about 20 blocks long, In a good
restdential section! Let the D. of .C. take
it back, and rename it Rosebud Drive. The
only Washington thoroughfare which 1is
worthy of the name of vital Mlssour! is the
White House front d.rlve.—st Loula Globe-
D!m at,
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Peoele’s Platform

One Mississippian’s View

CHARLOTTE

Editors, THE NEWS!
HAVE been here In the City of Charlotte for sev-
eral months, but before coming here, I often heard
that your Chamber of Commerce advertised Charlotte
as “The Friendly City" but since I have been here, I
find this is a misnomer of the worst sort, and I not
only speak for myself but also for others who have
recently moved here. I often find that people do not
even know their next door neighbors even though
they have been living close to each other for months.

‘This is a secondary matter, for my main thought
Is of the conditions in Charlotte between the Negroes
and whites and the way your papers play up the
Negro and always appear eager to be their cham-
plon. It is my firm belief that unless something is
done In Charlotte toward getting the Negro under
control it will only be a matter of time until Charlotte
will be the scene of one of the worst race riots in his-
tory. one that will eclipse by far the recent disturbance
in Detroit. The majority of Negroes in Charlotte
have absolutely no respect for the whites. If you
try to get on a bus at the bus station or a Duke
Power Co. bus at the Square the Negroes all push to
the door, crowding out the whites and when the
whites do manage to get on. all the seats are taken
by Negroes. If you try to walk down E. Trade
Negroes walking armn in arm, force you off the side-
walk and if you are driving and any of them are

_crossing the street and you blow your horn. merely

as & precautionary measure, they burl insolent re-
marks at you, such as “Watch the H- where you are
golng” and dare you to hit them. If you try to
employ & Negro woman es a servant, she will tell you
what she will do and what she won't do, and then
when your wife gets home from work, she finds the
servant sitting in the living room reading the phper
and the work half done. If you try to get into one
of the large chain grocery stores to try and buy
some scarce article when it is on sale, you will find
that Negroes are grouped two and three deep
around the counter so that it is practically impos-
sible for any white person to secure any of the
hard to get items. I do not ask you to take my
word for this—make your own observations.

1 gather from your editorials that you are in fa-
vor of racial equality but before thal can be, the
®egro must be educated as to what racial equality
really means, but inasmuch as I wes born, reared
and educated in the State of Misslssippl, I can
never believe that the Negro will ever be the equal
of the white. In the State of Mississippi, we have
very little trouble with the Negroes, for they know
thelr place and stay in it, and very few of them
will say that they are mistreated.

T hope that you will print this In your paper,
for I am sure that my views on this subject coin-
cide with the majority of the white people of Char-
lotte.

—D. M. HALEY.

(NOTE: (1) A more careful reading of our edi-
torials would have indicated that we stand for racial
Jjustice as provided by the laws of the Uniled States
and of North Carolina. (2) Our observation of the
conduct of Negroes on busses, sidewalks, and in
grocery stares certainly does not coincide with Mr.
Haley's. There are lll-mannered Negroes, of course,
but we would give the majority high marks for
courtesy. (3) The long record of peaceful coopera-
tlon between ‘the races in North Carolina refutes
Mr. Haley's fear-ridden prediction of trouble uniess
Negroes are kept forcibly in what most white Missis-
sipplans’ regard as thelr place.—Eds, THE Nzws).

Drew Pedrson’s e
Merry-Go-Round ®

of Luxembourg. but in.a private

and this is what they talked about:

Attlee proposed to Byrnes that England would play ball
w( n the plan to unify Germany, provided the
(m’n, wDu!d play ball with Britain on its plan to

1
partmon Palestine.

At tirst, Byrnes winced at this trade. He told the mild
* mannered Prime Minister of England quite frankly that he
‘had direct orders from his
any partition of Palestine. He added, however, that-he be-
dom of the
Tentatively, therefore. Byrnes accepted the Palestine-

bass {n the
Heved he could -convince Mr. Truman of the

Germany swap, subject to White House approval,

. rarely change from day to

ning room: when Jimmy it

Byrnes sat down w(th British Pﬂme Minister Clement Attlee. E
Significantly, they called in not treaty experts, but Pres.

Ident Truman's special Palestine Commissioner, Henry Grady,

‘White House against

Growing Sen
CHARLOTTE

HER s aged ten is growing fast;
His wardrobe that she bought him last
Year is tight and she must cast

To brother

All thase suits and underwear;

Brother i5 proud, he doesn't care.

For wearing cest-offs anywhere.
mother

Shops the town for size twelve “stout™—
Quickly she is put to Tout:
Son will have ta do without

Merchants say.

So she takes back clothes from brother,

Spiices, lets out seams with bather.

And waits with patience diike a mother)
On OPA,

—DEANE RITCH LOMAX.

On Prejudice

CHARLOTTE
Editors, THe News:

AM writing regarding vour letter published 1o the
July 30th edition. from the poison pen from Clover,
S. C. Although I am Southern born and raised, the
apparent. iiterate, traditional sentiment expréssed
toward the Negro race as a whole by this Clover, S.
C. infidel. Is most disgusting. I served forty-elght
months in the Pacific Theater. During this time I
came In contact with many thousand Negro troops
fighting to preserve democracy which apparently-they
are being denled to live and ablde by, In my estima
tion the sooner some of these Southern politically
blinded and prejudiced. individual dimwlts, arrive At
the realization of the fact that all the Negro wants
is An _opportunity to work, eat. and clothe his fam-
iy and be left alone, the soomer raclal peace and

harmony will prevail in the South.

—JOHN M. FROST,

No Change

MARSHVILLE

Editors, THE NEws:
'HE NEWS has cut out something that I and prob-
ably more people miss—which is part of THE
News Radio Log. You have not published the pro-
gram schedule for the morning of the next . day
since you had to run a week wtih only eight pages.

Why? :
—CHARLES B. STEGALL.
(NOTE: We're still trying to conserve space, an
we have discovered that morning radio:schedules
day or week to.:week.

Soap operas, hill-billy bands, newscasts,” the rest

of the standard forenoon fare, appearsatne: time,

seme statlon five days a week.—Eds,THE NEws)

The Peopie’s Platform -is . available to' any.
reader who cares to mount it.:Communications
should be tess than 300 words;:typewritten. if
possible, and on only one side of ‘the pap
Libet and obscenity will :be deleted==oth
anything goes. Each letter must be signed. ai
though, in exceptional ‘cases:and tupon reg:
%ewwlll withhold the writer’s name.—Edi

Attlee Proposed

"JHE most important conversation of the entire Paris Confer-
ence occurred nnh in the gold-bedecked hall of the Palace

Official ‘Lead’ Polic
HORTLY :after Jimmie By
he got Washington' niewsmen 1lpr
ily press conferetices which
held jever since’ the days of ‘Chal
~1urther relnsmg to” aniswer ‘qu
see the press,
Almose a year has s
Jimmy : Byrnes Amc
has learned that'a weu intorm ‘publ
. ib’comes to writing the peace an
- formed public vm.hout & well-inform
- Jimmy came aroun -
‘ago .when - he  estabtishe d
_discovered that the Russians were
‘Honorable :Mr.: Byrnes® decided:'to.

But he also asked Aftles to name-a. definite ‘date for

moving the Jews out of Europe. Aitlee promised action by
September and then proceeded to put_ the heat on Byrnes for

an early wmw House okay on the entire deal.

This n very much on a spot, since Jewlsh
leaders ln the United States Vixorous\y oppose the dlviskm e
tes. .

of Palestine Into separate Jewish and.Arab staf
other hand, Tru
8o he's

man doesn't like :to- repudiate - his Secrztll‘y
between the devil ‘and the deep blue sca

- Naturally,” the: Russlan:
(ﬂdn'ﬁ seem’ to’care much
treaty :policy was right al
world know about ez

tal
;eeungs of Q.h! ital Ruleés: Co
5 B:(o

1t -is belleved that . Attlee

not s much becatise :of Bevin's. alleged /{liness;: but to D\lb
1y

“over. this Palestine-German . deal. - He considers: it extre

. a minimum of 65 cenf

d the
: rzw l.nd m- between Herewith is

an effort to summarize what Con~
gress has done durlng the past
Aeven months.

tomic Energy. A ‘workable bill,
{or chhn conzro! achieved after
painful puiling ng and
rmlch ml:ltlomlbtlc tl]k about “keep-

llbor Legislation. A cipher 1n
this department, Congress and th
Presldent wﬂl dispute the 'hlnmc

Preside vetoed the

Bll!. ‘which cnnulneﬂ a 60-day
coolma-uﬂ clause. ong! ig-

eaident's recommenda-
uon for fact-finding bdards and
a 30-day cooling-off period. The
Presldent's labor-draft proposal was
given a merciful political’ anaes-
thetic,

Fnll Employment ‘The Benate
passe falrly close to
the Admlnmcratlon objective, The

bill was “not at all accept-
uble to Truman. What came out
of conference was & mild version
that can, however, be useful in
checking the upswings and down-
swings of the economic cycle.

Upping the Federal Minimum
‘Wage Requirements. This was sab-
otaged by the farm bloc. with spe-
clal emphasis from the South. The

had

“sne defeat- after another.

Scientific Resear
passed- & bill’ putting ‘thé
Government “ behind & :vastly. ex<
panded. prograni of research: con-
sidered essential to make: up for

ing, Sent to the House,
'dled in the Interstate and Forelgn
mmerce Committee,. The reason,

'nccordlng to Senator Gﬂzor:‘,h!por;-

sor of the measure, Was

forts of a powerful business lobby .

distrustful of where control of re=
search would lle under the bill.

Military. In this devnrtment the
Truman ~Administration suffered
Navy
minded committee .chairmen, with
the admirals just behind them,
acuttled unification of- the armed
forces which the President argued
wra essential for reasons o! et-
ficiency and economy. Con
clined to vote on a unlvernl mili-
tary tralning program. With great
reluctance, an ‘extension of the
draft for nine mon! with the
Incluslan m’ 19 yenr-oldz, was -
nally a

Health lnd Medical Care Pro-
gram. This. along with most of the
reform measures recommended by
Truman after V-J Day, never cams
up for a vote. It was fiercely op=
posed by ol’gsnlud doctars and
their in House and Sen-

ts an hour.

Price Control. In a radio ad-
dress on Jan. 3. the President
urged Congress to act as quickly as
possible after returning to -
ington. Delaying tactics postponed
dinal action until the eve of ex-
plration ol the OPA Act. Compli-
cated amendments, particulariy
that of Senawr ‘Taft, would make
"prices rise, iman charged. Here
2gain, there will be a political split
over responsibility for price rises
that are a painful reality. The
measure finally passed and signed
is a slignt improvement over ihe
one that was vetoed. The net on
this, in the face of an unmis-
takable popular demand for con-
tinuation of price control, must
be failure.

Housing. A system of subsidies
for expediting veterans' housing was
adopted. But on the zero side must
Ro the failure of the Haouse, thanks
to three or four Republicah com-
mittee members, to adopt the Taft-
Ellender-Wagner housing  bili.
Housfng  Expediter  Wilson W At
colled this an “inscparably neces-
sary” part of the veterans }‘ousmg

Peter Edson

te.

British Loan. Senate and HD\ISI
approved the loan of $3,750,000.~
000 declared essential by the’ Ad-
ministration to cement world trade
relationships. Delay of six months
took away some of the value of
this act of co-operation.

Congressional Reorgenization. One
of the few positive gains. But the
authors of ‘the' measure, Senator
La Follette and Representative
Monroney, are fearful Lhat the
hosannas  of will glve an
entirely false impression of the ex-
tent of the reform. It is limited,
2 beginning.

Racial Diserimination. Fair em-

rent practices bul and anti-
poll tax bill were, as usual. pinned
down by threat of filibuster.

‘This is not a complete list. But
it s complete enough to show that
Inaction %as the rule rather than
the exception. The most damning
fact i that a technique of stale-
maie was used (0 keep Co»
from voting on the most controe
versial measures. That is the truly
ominous zero in the Congressional
box score.

Surplus Education

WASHINGTON
AREANSAS Senator J. Wililam
Fulbright, who used to be a
college president himself, Is now
the proud author of a bill to
provide about 14 million doliars
worth of free and higher world-
wide education over the next
twenty years.

Fulbright's bill was passed by
the Senate last April. It got by
the House the other afternoon in
about ten minutes witn not much
attention and no opposition. It
is an -amendment  to—of all

things—the Surplys Property Act.

‘There is no inference that higher
education is surplus property. Far
from it. But by an_ingenious bit
of mathematics, Senator Ful-
bright has found a way to
finance out of the sale” of war
Junk & system of American
scholarships - that makes  Cecil
Rhodes look like a piker. senetor
Fulbright. you see. was once
scholar himself with a couple 0{
degrees from Oxfgrd.
MILLION )lA\XlMUM
The way Scnator
worked this thing out,
amounts received from
plus war material sold’
wil earmarked  for
forelgn scholarship funds.
maximum amount to be spent i
this way in any one year will
be one million dollars for each
country cut in on the program.
Fulbright sald . this - ides ‘on .the
theory that'it fs- extremely .diffi-
cult for most of € war-broke

Fnlbright
definite

““countries - to--find: dollars’; to pay

for -the - war :surpluses :they: buy.
He' tigured :that :any: funds ‘kept

in: the. purchasing countries and-

spent . in: their,
would ease i

‘clirTencies

urrlch “inaddi-
United

now

higher education.
to endow a professorship enabling
some visiting Amerfcan professor
to teach in & foreign university,
It may provide scholarships for
students  studying
unives abroad like

ities Roberts

College in Beirut and the Ameri-’

can College in Istanbul Or 1t

may be used to estaplish other

such cdficge and American cultural
ers in foreign countries.

BRITISH AGREEMENT

Natiens which may cash in on
the maximum venefits of a mile
lion dollars a year for the nesi
twenty years include England,
France. Ttaly. China. Mexico and
the Philippines. An  agreement
has alrcady been worked out with
the British on thils basis and the
first  of these reverse Rhodes
scholars will probably go there.

In China. praceeds from the
sale of scrap are to be earmarked
for these scholarships and en-
dowments although T. Soong,
who handled the nl‘gell\lunn* {ne
China. said he would hate to have
the American benefictaries known

scrap” students.

s
STATE DEPT. HAFPY

The actusl work of handling
the applications. mnduclmx the

minetien and out the
mones, will pmbﬁhl} be dtlcgrucd
to a section al the Division of
Cultural Co-operation in the State
Department. Needless to say, the
State Department people
pretty h-ppy about the
thing. .They “had to ok like
the dickens to get a five million
dollar _appropriation for cultural
relations work -all over the world
this year.. To .have 3i4 mililion
dollars dropped :in thelr laps is
slmost i 'too ~much.. . All _they ask
is"that nobody ~rush in. with
his application:::to " get
these ‘scholarships.
select students hasn't;been’ named.
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