Al.oehh I‘mr

TUESDAY AUGUST 13, 1946

‘those cltizens burdened in time of war with
‘heart ailments. essential fobs. old age. or
an excess of dependents. He becomes &
Veteran with a capital “V". and as such he
‘finds himself an object of special interest
to politicians, who showef him with flow-
ery words and slip him an occasional csch
handout. His vote becomes a major politi

- eal factor, for good if he cares to use n
“ that way. or for evil it he allows it to be

exploited.

Something of this must have been in the
minds of those Veterans who gathered at
Plnehurst Sunday to organize “The GI-
Democrats of North Carolina” and initiate
an ambitious plan to organize the Veteran
woting_ strength in every county of North
Carolina and use it in the furtherance of &
high-minded program for better state and
Jocal Government

Their platform has none of the profes-
slonal ‘liberal” tinge. Rather it deserves
that fine. old-fashioned adjective “pro-
gressive”. It includes planks urging re-
newed efforts for world peace and an ade-
quate national defense in the meantime,
guaranteed rights for labor and for man-
sgement, full economic and educational
advantages for minority racial groups, par-
ticipation by all citizens in elections. 2
substantial increase in the pay of school
teachers and other public officials, an ac-
celerated program of secondary road im-
provement, and equalization of Ifreight
rates, among other things. None of this is
radical. none of it is even new, but certain-
ly it is all sound.

What we like best about the platform is
that nowhere does it set forth any claim

How To Perpetuate

RSON WELLES, actor, director, play-
wright, ete.. in & recent radio broad-
cast told a terrible story of Isaac Wood-
ward, Negro. being dragged from a bus in
Bouth Carolina by police officers who
promptly gouged his eyes out. Welles fixed
the scene of the crime at Aiken, charging
the local police with full responsibility.

Aiken officlals promptly investigated and
issued a flat denlal. No Negro, they said,
had had his eyes gouged out in their town,
and they demanded an apology from
Welles. His ungracious reply, also broad-
cast, was that the incident occurred some-
where between Augusta and Columbla, and
that it was up to Aiken to prove its inno-
cence.

This asinine arrogance is, of course. in-
defensible. Welles has been gullty of spec-
tacular irresponsibllity, and worse, in
_spreading.an unsubstantiated story that is
a gross libel upon an entire community.
‘The burden of proof falls always upon the
accuser, and that burden is doubled when
the charge is brought publicly.

Unfortunately Afken's outrage at-Welles'..

unseemly conduct has taken s turn that

New GI Political Organization
he wills it or not. military
service seems to set & man apart from*

for speclal rights for veterans. There iz no
mention of a state bonus, which several of
the conventional veterans' groups have al-
ready urged upon North Carolina. Even on
the ‘subfect of housing. of Immediate and
pressing Interest to every veteran, it sime
ply calls upon State and Federal Govern-
ments to “provide for the: construction of
low-cost housing” so that veterans’ priori-

" tics may take on some real -‘value.

The “GI-Democrats” now have a nucleus
in each Congressional District, and they
will push thelr efforts for immediate for-
mation of active organizations in each of
North Carolina’s 100 counties. Once that
has been done. a state-wide convention
will be called to translate the platform into.
plans for definite actlon, aimed.
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Such an organization could be of infinite

value in North Carolina politics. It could
inject a new spirit into the apathetic Dem-
ocratic primaries. bring out new and ener-
getic candidates, force some of the old
heads who have thrived on public apathy
to bestir themselves or get out of office. Or
it could degenerate into another political
machine headed by smart manipulators
who have added the title of “Veteran” to
their other political equipment.

The choice, of course, is up to the Vet-
erans themselves. The “GI-Democrats” are
off ta an excellent start, free of suspicion
of representing any interest except the
public’s. an organization affording an or-
derly channe]l for that zeal for reform
which erupted into violence in Tennessee.
There is every reason to believe that it will
maintain that reputation. and so long as
it does it will have the blessing of every
thoughtful North Carolinian.

A Legend

can only be described as petty. Police Chief
J. M. Rawls has taken it upon himself to
ban a motion picture featuring Weiles in
a minor role and has ordered Aiken po-
licemen to seize and burn all posters ad-
vertising it. His action, Chief Rawls said,
is “a protest against adverse publicity
given to Alken by Welles.”

In the first place. it is apparent that
Chiet Rawls far exceeded his authority
when he ordered a motion picture theater
owner to halt showing of the Welles ple-
ture. In the second place, such & protest
against the adverse publicity given his
town by the Welles broadcast will surely
earn Aiken far more adverse publicity than
it has ever had before. In the third place,
such childish retaliation is plain stlly.

-Somebody. we think, should remind the
Chief that the nebulous Iseac Woodward
story had almost died a natural death un-
til he revived it with his ridiculous movie
ban. His anger is now giving it substance
in the minds of thousands of outlanders
who may very well misinterpret his extrav-
agant gesture as proof that the ubiquitous
Welles was right after all.

Welcome To The Carolinas, Comrades

YHE august Columbia State, discovering

that the Communist Party has estab-
lshed a Carolinas headquarters and un-
dertaken the systematic distribution of Red
propaganda, shies wildly as though it had
suddenly stumbled upon a snake in the
grass. “Thus the danger of Communism—
something that regardless of rumors
seemed far, far from our own state—is
very definitely upon us” The State cries,
and proceeds to recount some of the Com-
munist proposals “for common ownership
of mines, milis, factories, and banks under
a government of the people led by the
working class.” This leads to a glum con-
clusion: “Free speech is very desirable. We
must have it. But there is a limit even
to free speech.”

Well, we disagree with The State’s analy-
sis of the Red Terror on a good many
counts, the most important of which stems
from our conviction that an active Com-
munist Party is the best possihje safepuard
against the spread of the late Dr. Marx's
pernicious but plausible philosophy. In the
sbstract. the idea of the workers of the
world arising one bright morning to throw
off their chains has a powerful appeal.
but in practice it turns out to be a most
discouraging business.

The State can calm its fiuttering heart
by recalling that- the American Communist
Party probably has the highest turn-over
©of membership of any organization in the

Another Voice

country. The demands made upon a Party
member are such that membership be-
comes a full time ocrupation. Long hours
on the picket line, longer hours of word
of mouth indocirination, and still longer
hours of reading inordinately dull tracts,
pamphlets, and guides to revolutionary
action—this is but part of the price exacted
from the faithful. More discouraging is
the insistence upon loyalty to a Party Line
dictated in Moscow. The intellectually
honest can never survive its convolutions:
one day they are pacificts. the next they
are militant interventlonists, and the day
after that they are shoulder to shoulder
with their capitalist enemies in a great
effort to save Moscow from the Fascists.
The area around Union Square in New
York is strewn with writers. artists, pro-
fessars and assorted intellectuals who have
been thrown overboard when the Party
Line made an unexpected right-angle turn.

We are delighted to see the Communists
crawling out of the woodwork in the Caro-
linas. and look forward to seeing their
peculiar tracts scattered broadeast over the
two states. The most effective anti-Com-
munist propaganda we know is that created
by the Communists themselves; the most
effective pro-Communist propaganda we
know is that created by those hysterical
conservatives who seem hell-bent on mak-
ing martyrs out of crackpots who. don’t
properly rate as even a first-class nuisance.

Notes On Southern Womanhood

E finest and most interesting creatures

we know on this earth are Southern
women, though we admit to certain fas-
cination in the Scotch collic. the duck-
billed platypus, the lemmings of Sweden,
and Joan of Arc.

But we are provincial for the most pari.
And in one respect at least we are happy
in a provincialism which convinces us that
if the Bouthern women we love and revere
in the South w transported to Nova
Zembla ‘or the Appingi country we would
siill love and revere them.

And in one of the proscribed respects in
which we are not provinclal we are deter-
. mined on this: “Southern womanhood” as
"'a fetlsh is exactly the samle sort of fhm-
flam as “cancer cure.”

Bouthern womanhood Inciudes such
minor soclal neceasities as ‘prostitutes, gun-
mu.. unwed mothers, and prohibition Jead-

ers. It also includes a proportionate share
of such social superfluities as female liars,
cheats, gossips, perjurers. arsonists, thieves,
butterfhies, exhibitionists, nymphomaniacs,
alcoholics, kleptomaniacs. and “good wom-
en”

A virtuous brilliant, useful, inspiring, or
in any other way admirable woman can
stand on her own feet in the South or
elsewhere. But for abstract copsideration
to assume that she’is any one or mofe of
these simply because she resides in a cer-
tain part of the world is nonsense so in-

* decent as to insult every daughter of Eve
on earth.—Salisbury Evening Post.

That strange, yellow stuff, priced: at
around 75 cents a pound, turns out to be

since the A
Democratic primaries are already past. at ’

Omar Nelson Bradley

For A GOP Revival

CHARLOTTE

Editors, THz Nzws:
E—ATIVB to vour fine editorial of August 6th,
unity Por The GOP". Tt is sound and

P owever, 1t i s sorry spectacle, from a 0¥

far
adm!

logical

becomes the one to point ont the disadvantages to the
South of continued and complicated one-party con-
trol by the Democratic Party.

You present the abstract idea. You also point

>ut one concrete example of opposition to one-party ey
rule, North Carolina is not ss distinctively a one- iy

party state as other states in the South. Notwith-
standing, one would not support the idea of turning
over the state government to the Republican Party
as it is. Republicans in North Carolina have failed
to esteblish and maintaln county organizations. They
have failed to fight for local office as effectively as
an opposition party might have done. No one, not
even the most regular party Democrat, will say that
there has been no ground for opposition to the domi-
nant party. Therefore, the Republican Party in North
Carolina is without trained leaders, to a great ex-
sent.

Republicans who might be able and worthy are
unknown. The convention system, where a small
group can control in the state and in the counties.
nas been a drawback. Before the Republican Party can
be strong in the state it must become strong in tne
counties. It will never become strong in the counties
until local office becames an object of its efforts. It
is reasonable and logical, and consistent with our
ctoncept of government, to belleve that the greater
number of voters there are the better government we
will have,

The attitude of the national Republican Party
has had much to do with creating and fostering a
solid South, It 15 the opinion of this writer that if the
Republican Party would abandon the old moribund
convention system and enter all primary elections:
seeking out and find the ablest and best leaders, even
ex-Demacrats: and direct its attention more to local
control and less to Federal office. it would acquire
the quality of leadership it lacks and experiences a
great accretlon of strength and power In North
Carolina.
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Hushed Up?

Editors, THE Nzws:
"[HE State has fust unwittingly admitted that their
case against Ward M. Blanton in the alleged
divorce mill" action is i fact a political actlon  tho
designed to get rid of a critic of lis machine. we

Referring to alleged gambling and lquor .rackets
Qr

CHARLOTTE 2hot

In Buncombe County, carried on with the connivance
of city and county officlals, vour August Tth issue
carrles a statement from Attorney General MacMul-
lan that “the SBI, which has only seven agents,
doesn't have enough men to carry on such an in-
vestigation.” Sull that very same short-handed SBI
does have the men to Investigate a far lesy serious
charge agalnst a man who has accumulated a lot of  To
damaging evidence against a political machine from

Just how much time is the SBI devoting to the
Blanton case. while it neglects other charges of
gambling. liquor running, corruption of officials, mur-

claim has been given wide publicliy.
are sweeping, but vague As to detalls. and frequently
Iibelous.

—provided by The State.

clpims he hes.

The atom bomb dropped over Bikini has
duced doomsday.

been “watching Blanton for two vears. And what
have they managed to find so far?
“conspiracy to suborn perjury”.
pretty fine as far as charges go.

A few charges of
which is cutting it
On top of that,
have neglected to bring charges of perjury.

more serious offense, against the people. %iho
itted their perjury In testimony before the same

grand jury which indicted Blanton.
A further point to note is that these charges
against Blanton are the only ones in the “divorce

racket which have as yet been brought, and
these charges have as yet not been proven. It
matter of common knowledge that thousands of

South Carolinians have secured divorces in North
Carolina with no questions asked and that it takes
many attorneys to e
the neople of Norih Carolina Supposed to b so stmple
as to believe that the SBI In two years of investl-
gation, has been unable to discover a single attorney

on such a practice. Are we

r than Shore, wha is inciuded In this indictment.
has been guiity of handling South Carolina di-

vorces?

Why have not the charges which Blanton makes

against high public officials been glven tnvestigation
or publicity?
should welcome scrutiny,
fact,

1f they are unfounded. these officials
If they have a- basis in
let’s have them alred In pubiic.

Honest citizens resent the use of State power to

hush up A& man who has the guts to make charges
against public officials.
Huey Long used those tactics and we don't want
them here.
of the investigators,

Hitler and Mussalinl and
The time has come for an investigation

—E. J. PRESSER.

(NOTE: The Stale has permitted Mr. Blanton

complete freedom to discuss his claim that he is the

m of 8 vast Federal-State conspiracy. and that
His allegations

Soon, hawever. he will have his day In court
incidentally—and he wil
rec to enter in the record all the evidence he
So far we have seen no sign of &

piracy to “hush up a man who has the guts to
make charges against public officials”. — Eds T
s).

The People’s Platform i3 available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications

uld be less than 300 words. typewritten if

possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obscemity will be deleted—otherwise
anything goes.

Each letter must be signed. al-
ough, in erceptional cases and upon request,
wﬂl withhold the writer's name.—Editors,

wote, Unquote

NATION is not measured by wealth or popiilation

alone. It is judged by the quality of its citizenry
the improvement of that qualit
‘Thomas E.

¥ nothing - con=:
tributes more than does educatlon.—Gov.
which MacMullan and the SBI get their support. Dewey of New York.

WASHINGTOR

E members of the 7oth Con-

gress are back hmne‘ For a

change, they are listening Instead

of talking—ttying to find outwhat

people are thl.nklnl before they
begin to cam

Like every omer Congress, the
Toth was & pretty fair cross-section
of the country; probably better
than we deserve, in the light of
our political apathy, and indif-
ference. One thing most people
tend 'to forget—and that goes for
those of us who spend a lot
of time observing Congress—is
the proportion of serious-minded.
earnest men and women who work

hard at the job of being a Repre-
sentative or a Senator.

The demagogues and the speclal-
interest aervers make so much noise
that we forget they are not,a ma-
Jority but a rather amall minority.
We hear a lot about John Rankin
of Missisaipp! but vcry little, to
take one exampl about Mrs,
Frances P. Bolton,

The Congresswoman from Ohlo
works hard at her job. But as
she has often sald, if she were not
In Congress”she could find a num-
ber of other ways ta occupy her-
self in the public good.

TRUE CONSERVATIVE

Or, being a woman of wealth,
she could do nothing. Mrs. Bol-
ton 1s well aware, however, that
wealth entails responsibility. She
knows that a conservative is not
someone who merely says no in
‘a loud. angry voice. A conserva-
tive must know how to conserve,
which does not mean stending in
‘the way of eil change.

A Republican, Mrs. Bolton has
often fought for measures which
most of her feliow Republicans in

the House felt were dangrousls
radical and contrary to “States
rights " The latest example was

her effort to get an appropriation
to continue Federal ald in the fight
on organized vice and juventle de-
lLnquency

Unlike her Republican coileague
Clare Booth Luce. who can rarelv
resist the temptation to sacrifice
an issue to a wisecrack, Mrs. Boi-
ton is in earnest in her obectives

Peter Edson
Potsdam’s

(NOTE: Peter Edson's NEA
Washingten columh 15 beint
carried in this space for a
month while Samuel Grafton
is an vacation. Today's column
ts the sixth and I
ries of articles on the Potsdam
agreemen: during its first year
of operalion. Eds, Tar
NEws.

se-

WASHINGTON
7THE peace conferences now b

with Traly.
mania, and Buizaria were
months late in geuing started
Last
isters of the U
Britain. and Soviet
Moscow and decided that
peace conferences should bein
later than May L But when the
deputy forelgn ministers and thelr
technical experts London
in January. they found their task
so complicated that they could not
meet the deadline.
other meetings of the
Foreign Ministers Council at Pans.
in April and June. to break the
worst battlenecks and get the con-
ferences under wapy.
UNFINISHED DOCUMENTS
Even so, the drafis of the five
peace treaties now being consid-
ered are far from finished docu-
ments. They will be considered by
representatives of all the 21 na-
tions that waged war agalnsy the
Representatives of the five

ex-Axis partners are also presen

All 26 of the delegations m
make their recommendations for
changes. Then these recommenda-
tions will be given to_the Council
of Foreign Ministers. This Council
will draw up the final drafts of
the treaties

This may seem like & round-
about procedure, but its real purs
pose is to speed -up .the making of
pence. At Versallles in 1919, vep-
resentatives - of Lhc Allfed ;powers
met_without'-any: previous  agree-
ment among  the mg Four. They
immicdiate! into: hopeless
snaris that the:: conference
drag:on:for. months.
most {hough not: all
combed: outithe

nArls.

_Cotificil of ‘Foreigh : Ministérs hopes

Bul it has exploded ﬁomelh]x\ﬂ

ers, suicldes and other serious matters? Your paper more essential than a pair of outdated ships.:It:has
recently reported Mr. Gatlin. an SBI agenl, as say- nsiderably the serious:

ing that he wes spending his entire time on the ness of American talk about atomic disarmament.—
Blanton case. Pravda, Moscow official newspaper. :

He stated, in my office, that he had
¥ .

Drew Pearson’s e

Merry-Go-Round

VIENNA

HE place where the United States and Russia have come
closest to grips is not Berlin but Austria.

Here the Red Army got In first and for a time it kept

the other Allles out. Here the Russlans ap-

U. S.-Soviet Frictio

Slavie penetration, waving hot uw b o
slogans of Communism and det

and use It as the springboard to the Adrial)c 1430

west Europe.
Clark Check I Ritssi

pointed their own Austrlan Government and expected to

THE man who has chiefly. checke

run it and here—in a little country almost sur-
rounded by R Y

and Hungary—Moscow planned to establish its economic
capital for the Danube, N

The amazing thing is that with all the cards stacked in
their favor the Reds have completely failed. This is due
partly to the ruthlessness of the Red Army, which has alien-
ated everyone It has come in contacl with, and partly it is
due to the shrewdness of an American General who has out-
smarted the Russians at every turn. His tactics are worth
sludying. They fmay be the key which the United States
should adopt. in other arcas. perhaps even as a national
poliey. -

Vienna, of course, is the most famous city in history
when it comes to Oriental Invasions. For centuries. armies
from Asia have swept up the Balkan Peninsula or across the
Cuucasus in attempis' to conquer all. Europe—only to be
slopped at Vienna.

‘The Turks came to the very gates of Vienna before they
were turned back. The Mongois got as far as Budapest and
Jeft behind them the -Magyars of Hungary. The Slnvs pene-
trabed Tmost of the Balkans bt never: Austrin.  Now Vienn
is for anothier historic invesion—a new

& substitute for bulter substitutes.
T "

Gen. Mark: Clark:

now commands a small but determine:
Austria, On the other side of -Austria;

times as large as the American Forgé occupies
slice of the nation while French and: Brif

the et of Austria.
Allled Council—the real
nation,
is charged with the building up of Austta

rulers :-of ‘this

wark ol these [irst - five
ithin two monthis. 1

will - bé
the Uniled

onvenies on’:

al a Tee
Janded st Chsntaner, Tought, bls By up- thraugn taly, and
ica;

‘army dn

fe:
Here in the city of. Vlennn meeu lhe
s beleagilered: Iitt]
Under the Declaration of Moscow, the Allled Cmmcll

that its people were thrown imto war by Hitler wuh ut melr

subscriber
Somontasion has foltowed txaelly.the ¢ op
Aside from shooting at American
Jjeeps, murdering accasional Amcrlcnn\
. S, Army {ransportation, me Russ
a painstaking policy of wreckin
& Penere Clark and the Ru‘ulnm v
grips.
At the start of the occupation

000 PaYy.

in Austria. Since Austria mustalso pay: U,
French Army costs.. this just about bankripi
So Clark }ias urged. even demanded that thi
down_thelr occupation . costs. . Last:

Go'ody " Cbligrésémén

Omgou.lhubeentontagm
done - about the notoriously
bad hospitald inithe District of
Columbis. Here ‘again, Mrs. Bol-
ton has expert knowledge, having
had probably more experience in.
hospital administration than most
non-professionals.
wsmn HAREM

a member of a- Foreign Af-
tul.rs subcommittee, Mrs. * Bolton
went on a_tour last year that took
her to Kussta, Poland, =all the
Belkan countries, and every coun-
try in the Near East. Only the
lady from Ohio and one other col-
league went the whole route.
Vislting Saudl Arabia, she became
the only woman ever to sit in con-
ference with King Ibn Saud. 8he
was also the only outsider ever to
visit the King's harem.

On the other side of the sisle,
in the Congress that is now his-
tory, sat Representative Jerry Voor-
his of California. Voorhis s »
Progressive. He and Mrs, Bolton
do not speak the same political
language. But they have in com-
mon a great sense of the responsi-
billty of the office they hoid.

Voorhis has been called the
hardest working member of Con-
gress, The number of hours of
work he averages & day would
make a good trade-unionist turn
cold with horror. Like Mrs. Bol-
ton, he has a wide range of in-
terests and also a  specialized
knowledge — in education — which
makes him particularty useful.

Unhappily, the system under
which Congress works puts a
premium on demagoguery. It is

partly, too, the fault of the press
The windy voice, mouthing noth-
ing. gets the headlines, The earncst,
day-to-day work Is too often over-
looked.

DEFINITE PROGRESS
Reduction of the number of
rommittecs in House and Senate
under the La Felleite - Monroney
Bill 15 a definite advance. That
measure represents a real viclowg
in the struggle to bring Congres:
up 1o date Bur the committen
system sull gives the demagogues
and the time servers an rige over
women who take their
obligation seriously

First Year

When
d, L

the peace treat
he five ex-Ax

inated mex
United Nations.
tafter that will come the reai

ior demm»& IZSUD!
The Russians
ecrotary
immediate ecu:
the American
Russian  zones
Germany - Ru
naving any of that
There 1 however
angie o this Jack of
operation. Foreign Commissar Mo-
oty did not close the door forever
on these A
did not declare these wi ro-
posais 10 set up m block  mgainst
Ruissia. This was a very good Sign.
Moloiov agreed that  Germaay
must be disarmed permanenciy. He
agreed that Germany must be made
into a single. dems Aa
its own agriculrure,
foreign commerce.
Where Molotav dissented was in
insisting that no treaty of peace
should be drawn up with Germany
until a centralized ane democratic
German government of proved de-

L

tic state wiih
tndustry, and

pendability was functioning. His
poitt was that it would take sev-
eral vears to drveiop this trus
worthiess

NO SHORT-TERM JOB
Russla knows now that commi-

i -Eurépe for more than a
eration 10 it i 10 commuize he

_ jeople:tnere. Maybe that's why the

Soviey covernment is resisting the

3iyear’ disarmament treaty  an
efforts to .make peace with G
many in"the near future,
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