n, shattering the drowsy
tion Tiving rooms with the
static and the fateful Hek-

tronome aboard the Nerada.
crossing. A’ new threshhold;

me: too sure of himself, pri-

It was: done 'in"'a peeullarly American
‘ay.  Physlelsts and “soldlers and sailors
olned to conduct a solemn sclentific ex-

rimett, but also intent upon impressing
the world ‘with their skill, particularly the
Comminist world. Science, wired for sound
and “equipped with a press agent. The
American genius for the padgel manifest
An the dials and meters and gauges that
studded earth and sea and sky.

“The radio correspondents needed no iy
spiration to convey the excitement of the
#oene. It was there even when their voices

- Planked out in the roar of static: #t had
Been In the air long before they came on
Mt: A man In Charlotte or Sydney or
“Copenhagen felt it all day long in the
“zeontraction of his belly muscles, in the
sense of uneasiness that spotled his dinnef.

They're Finally Driv
IT..KLHI seems o us that twelve months
was far too long fo let the greatest

. potentlal source of relief for Charlotte's

homeless veterans stand Idle. but once past
that quibble we join cheerfully In the glad
"-chorus going up now that Morrls Field 15
at last being converted Into velerans'
housing units. The first nail will be driven
this morning. and along about September
1 the 404 one- and two-bedroom apart-
‘ments should be ready for occupancy.

It 15, we suppose, all to the credit of
Mayor Baxter and his assoclates that this
quarter-millipn dollar housing project has
been obtainéd without the expenditure of
& cent of City money. Uncle Sam, a5 us
15 footing the bill, and since It was lnv
‘evitable that he would jplck up the check
sooner or later it was perhaps the better
part of wisdom to Wait until the red tape
could be unwound.

Préliminary blueprints indicate thet the
~Morris Fleld project wlll be comfortable

How fi'o Draft A Tax

W‘HAT appeared at intervals to be a
ding-dong battle between Cliy Coun-
cil and Charlotte merchants over tax mat-
ters has ended in something that looks
like s love feast. The merchants, whole-
- salers and manufacturers are going to be
taxed, to be sure, but not as much as it
“once appeared they would be. And Coun-
cil is going to raise the revenue it needs
to meet Iits inflated budget.

‘There was a good deal of misunder-
standing in the matter. The original tax
Schedule was complicated, and apparently
not too carefully drawn. Council believed
that it had authorized no more than a 100
per cent increase In license taxes, but
sttorneys for the .complaining merchants,
manufacturers and distributors found that
in"some cases the new schedule might
multiply present tax bills by ten or more.
Also, 1t appears that Councll underesti-
mated the amount that could be raised by
upping the lcense tax, for the Fathers
now appear to be agreed that a 50 per

2] d
‘the sound of the explosion, when finall;
it came. comldn’t be distinguished  from
the static. The ex-grocery clerk's “bomb=

JAWAY" was cléar enoughi it 8ida't - matter .

what the  correspondénts ‘sald after ‘that,
just so they spoke to6 put-an’ end to the
roaring emptiness. It didn't matter whether

“the ball of fire was a mile :across or &

quarter of a mile, whether the smoke clotid
was shaped like a cauliflower or a mush-
room, whether it was peach or -old rose.
It didn't even matter whether the target
ships sank or floaled. whether the palm
trees of Bikint disintegrated or survived.
The awe in the strained voices of .the cor-
respondents told of the terror of the spHL
atom

The unecasiness of their listeners Ungered
after Admiral Blandy pronounced Opera-
tjon Crossroads a complete technical sue~
cess. There remained the knowledge that
The Bomb, man’s greatest achievement,
the product of his higbest skill and cour-
age, is only another Ingtrament of destruc-
tlon. This was the knowledge that kept
the belly muscles taut long after the coffee
salesmen had replaced the correspondents
on the drowsy Sunday air.

o o

ing A Nail

enough, but it is, of course, only temporary.
The 404 families who find sbelter there
for a year or two are by na means per-
manently removed from the housing mar~
ket, and Charlotte’s major, and virtually
untouched task, of providing permanent
housing for her thousands of newcomers
si1ll Hes ahead.

Nor will Morris Field provide sufficlent
emergency shelter to meel Immedinte
needs. There are still an cstimated 5000
amilles secking homes here, which means
that something like ton velerans will be
turned away for every one accepted for the
new project.

Clearly thiy Is no time for onr-resting.
Morris Fleld represents about all the Fed-
eral Government plans to do in the way
of providing temporary housiog here. The
rest of the fob fs, ks 1L has been from the
beginning, up to the home folks, who so
far have shown ilitle copacity for any-
thing more constructive than waiting for
a declsion from Washington.

Schedule

cent Increase will bring in sufficient rev-
enue,

At any rate the tax schedule will be re-
vised. and Inequities pointed out by the
taxees will be guarded against. This strikes
us as a sound enough process, even &
highly democratic one. When Council
drifts unintentionally off base it is proper
for those who would be penalized to come
forward and show the City Fathers the
light.

One of the most remarkable aspects of
this business, we think, is that in all the
shouting no one ever questioned the neces-
sity of increasing City taxes. The argument
was over method, and not even the most
outraged mierchants demanded to know
why the City couldn’t get aiong on what
1t’s now taking in. This stands as a remark-
able commentary on the times; the evi-
dence of inflation has become so obvious
that even taxpayers are willing to admit
that 1t costs more to run a government
than it used io.

he Personal War Of W. J. Cash

W.J. Cash died In Mexico City"

ve years ago today the United Stales
peace, But Jack Cash was not. He
not rested slnce the day he saw, long
most Americans began to under-
1t, the evil pattern of fascist ngres-

sourse of international

Ing offithe troaties as

mmbied into dust; warning against
mrse, of ‘appessement; he

an.  uneompromising - zealot; - he

and blustered end ‘threatensd as
nges on his eternal theme: the
destroy these mmonsters or be

rious thing that Jack Cash's
esslonal ¢ e 8l

Journey to Mexlco with his bride was a
flight from reality, and a futile one. The
world was going up in flames around him,
as he had predicted It would, ‘and, the
evil men he hated and ferred and under-
stood too well were at the peak of their
powers. Exhausted, belleving his cause lost,
Jack Cash died in terror.

1t Is pecullarly tragic thag, this eloguent
and tortured man could ndt have lived s
few more months, long enough to dée the
mighty spectacle of the decent;people of
the:world. aroused at:last aqmnst hily
eneiniey, Jong encugh’ to understand that
Bhe had“carncd & place in the lttle group
of dedicated men who fought fascism with
words and insured its ultimate” de&trucnon
hy those: who fought with guiis.

When' wet, a' safety razor or new de-

sign acts as a radlo recelver, One assumes

that a torch -singer: would do ln lieu of
i the hot towel, = |

There is- probably nothing m a
fngton rumor . that' the tew Chief
18 frisking his assoclates before. eacb
ting, for sawed-off ‘gavéls.

Predictions of G. 0. P, gaina in ('sha Led
Congress range from nothing
It was not thus in the duys of em
arley who could:

. Branges, ky i@,mm the bag,

tight.

Peo Ble’s Platform

©1940 THE wASHINGTON Fo5?

John, Al, And Harry

CHARLOTTE
Editors, THE News:

THE following 15 a part of the stenographic record
of telephone conversations between President
Whitney of the trainmen, Dr. John R. Steelman,
Alvanley Johnston, of the engineers, and President
‘Traman which was published by PM on May 30, June

2.4, 4 8nd b T quote in part a5 follows:
2:05 P, May 181h, 1046, Dr. John R.
ealled from the While House ln Washington, and with
President, Whitney snd grand chief Enginger Johnston
on the phane, the following conversation took place.

«QUOTE

T Steelman: Hello,

Bro. Johnston: Hello Jahn.

Dr. Steelman:  Whitney?

Bro, Johnston: N, Johnston.

Dr. Steelman:  Oh, Johmslon. oh yes, Al all
How daes It Jook today, fellow?

Bro. Jobnston: No change In the weather.

Dr. Steetman: Is Whitney there with you?

Bro. Johnston: He s in the next room.

Dr. Steelman:  Well, look Alvanley, whet T wanted
to say: T am calling you on my own here, T am
calling you personally to see if you have anything
in mind that we could do,

Bro, Johnston: 1 don't know:
move down there, they are the ones that took
play awey from us.

. Steelman: That’s right, and pretty fast, too,
T was » little disappointed in the way things worked
out.

3:02 P. M, May 18th, (quote) Dr. Steelman called
from White House, and with Johnsten on one Dhone
and Whitney on another, the following conversation
took place:

Dr. Steelman: “I am here with the' President;
I come over to his office since I talked with: you,
and we have talked a little #bout the point you:men=
tioned. It still looks like. it's worth.while: trying:

Steelman

it's your move to
the

follow the directions that Steelman has dictated to
Pres. Whitney:
attorney gene
The pxmmm
3:38 M., May 18th. ient  Whitney
Brother Ja»msxm cilled the While House, and
{allowing conversation took place, and I quote,
Pres. Whitney:  Hello, Dr. Steelman?
Dr. Steelman:  Yes, I am siting here whih the

And you will protect us with the
r as you can?

Yes.

and
the

Whitney: Can von listen In and have one
ur stenographers take down what I say, so you
will have it
Dr. Steciman:  Yes, we can get somebody on the
tine to taie it down: wail just a mimite. (A pause)
OK. ¥ou want {o give it to me and sey a word to the
President, latar?
Whitney right. The organizations
od trike date, from 4 P. M,
May 18 to 4 P. M. Thurs May 2!
Dr. Steelman: We will put’ our notices accord-
ingly.
The President: Mello, this message you have
dictated {5 OK, and Steelman understands it.
Yes, Harry Trwman double-crossed the Engineers
and Trainmen and backed the WallStreet capitalist to
\ keep the railroad men in 27th place in wages. while
| class one Railroads profits have increased up to 1164
& cent above the prewar average. Yes, Mr. Presi-
Sent you and vour Pendergast political stooges will
swallow your own medicine in due time,
~D. L. BRIDGES,
Member Brotherhood of ‘Railroad Tralnmen.

Al

First And Only

Editors; Tax News: .
TS i my first and only aitempt o wr
lication; but ‘ha‘ doesnt keepim

5 I w!sh o state my opposition:to

- President's

mun {or 'big ‘money: and big  power,
TAFT'S ‘AMENDMENT

It was not .-O'Danlel but:Sen.
Robert A.- Taft of -Ohio who put
in the amendment Wwhich drew the
wrath.  That 15 the
amendment requiring a determina-
tion of the cost of all articles pro~
duced in 1941, with & check by OPA
on_ those cost determinations in
order that manufacturers may add
on Increased costs since 1941. This
would mean enough bureaucratic
bookkeeping, if it were nctually

carrled out, to chart the course of -

the stars since the creation of the
universe.

Bowles has talked with Demo-
cratic leaders from Connectlout
about running for the Senate thls
Fall. Connecticut nominates candi-
dates by party conventions to be
held In September. Bowles appar-
ently i5 not sure that he wants
the nomination and the organiza-
tion is not sure they want him.

There is a compelling reason,
‘however, why Connecticut - Demo-~
crats must {ind someone with a
name and & reputation. The Re-
publican candidate for the Senate
will be Rep. Clare Booth Luce.
Having renounced public office six
months ago, Mrs, Luce i5 now in
progress of being persuaded that
she should run for the seat being
vacated by Sen. Thomas C. Hart
who 1s retiring.

Mrs. Luce will be s formidable
candidate, as the Democrats well
know. She has powerful backing
both in and out of the state.
Labor can find lttle to quarrel
with {n her record in the House.

Samuel Grafion

Frightened

SAN DIEGO
N o cutious way, many Ameri-
cans seem more frightened to-
day than they ever were during
the war. A man who hears thal
you have something or other to do
with watching the flow of evenis
will take you aside and whisper:
“Do you think there fs golng to be
a depression?” He will ask the
question almost futively, in & tone
that was never used in discussing
the movements of the Germans
and the Japanese durivg the war;
there is something ;)crsonal about
the query, ¢
Seifie danger to
ual discussing it, In a
“in which the war dldn'.
We used to talk about the
" bold, mutual manner.
the % o talk about
weather! but conversations about
he economic futare afe conductod
in & Kind of private tone of voice,
with a little undercurrent of feel-
ing to the effect that now is the
time for a man to think hard,
and, {f possible, be smart.
UNSEEN DANGER
The result fs a certain fluttery
Something, contrasting oddly with

{'the war years, when we were not

flattery. . The. unseen. but. perva-
sive of insecurity is more frighten-
ing: than:the: Germans ‘and the

Bro. Johnston: Well John, as I said; all
got to do s to get some’assurance
that we will get somewhere.

Steelman: . You: can ‘take. the Presldems
w))d for that, so, I'am golng to-ask him bo ik o
you.

Bro. Johnston:
out of the Rallroads:

Dr. Sleelman: Weu we cmha me Lm.tend tib

Bro. Johnston:: - Well-=OK: -

The President: ,Hello, I WES f.xd i,
about his conversation with you. .

itney:  Yes, S
sident:” And Bymea al3o called me
d told e he had & rnnvewabm i

I would " like m get somethlrg

‘The Pr
telephone 4)

ence and are Willihg £6 do somet
‘The ‘President: 8
Pr

don’
umd ngnlnst us:
The Prestdent:

m son-ewhare i

“4p competitive

And where'a muttal dafiger pulls
men - together; and makes:“them

Strong, A danger of this sort sets
tresses:, and dis-

uniiesiatid makes men seem weaks
. more pem.sh thin * they
really ars. A ma
‘hpe} md tell you, untmpm:alve!y,
gol be: s

1l take your.

W“‘l he
’csthouo Church md at umm

same _time sald she: Would

the nomination,
see one of the fow really lively.
ru:es in this year of tical
y. Bowles has won wide pop-
ulxr favor during his service 'in
‘Washington, particularly from: ot
ganized labor. To many he stands
as 8 symbol of progressivism. :

Just now Bowles is in & Somo~
what disiliusioned mood, He g
weary. He feel: that all of his
arguments for .price control have
been in vain. As 2 business .man.
and a8 successful one, Washington
seems to him & rather futile piace,.
Bt the peace and quiet of Mains
may cure all that. Beneath his
momentary disillusion, Bowles
cherishes a sirong urge for puhﬂc
service.

KIND WE NEED

Bowles i5 the kind of man we-
need in public life in this country,
Like Mrs. Luce, he has had success
and experience in s fleld outside
government. Their experlence is far
brosder than that of the run-ofe
the-mine politician.

If finally the race Is between
these two. Connecticut can be
sure.of a real choice. However the
contest comes out, the winner will
be far above the average In the
United States Senate today.

Americans

With fear there gaes anger:- and
it s an odd experience to take A
long drive down this smiling coast,
where so much of the daily sc-
tisity is concerned with having fun,
where anybody who has some-
thing to sell seems to be selling
it. where no ope appears to be
stinting_himself: and then to pick
up he Hitle local papers here and
there, and to sec them raging
editorially, precisely as If some sors
of panic were going om.
CLOSETED WITH FEAR

To be locked in a hotel room for
three days with some of the angrier
newspapers 85 one’s only contact
with the outside world would be
enough to make one fear ever to §o
cut again: one would be sure that
business was absolutely crippled,
because of the machinations of the
Federal Government, that Com-
mnunism_ was taking over the coun=
try, and that at each street cross-
ing there stood a labor leader, gun
in" band, teling the people what
to do.

A glance out of the window is
enough to refute some of the edi-
torials; but, sgain. one s struck
by the contrast between the panie
within and the peace without, snd.

by the fact that our present. vioe &

lénce .of -utterance .was not.matchs
ed during: the iwat, when:we had

eal serigmies. ‘with real “hatred.of.
ll.t in‘ their hearts, and. real lum
in thelr Hands.

e

‘There are someé, of course, who |

are  ‘out of wark. but they are
1ot writing the passionate ‘pleces.
And suddenly: ’Amc has: ‘thought
that




