Th End Of A War

Enew the 'war was over; we had

,,i’he sort of proof we cou)d un-

v that had once con-
talned miore-than a million people. in an
we could remember another
Gerinan city where our entire division
easured -its daily_advance In city blocks
and paid for it at the rate of six lves per
‘eaptured house. And. of course. we had
Tadios and the Armed Forces Network was
‘bringing us the same sort of hysterical bul-
Jéting that were exciting America. We
feard the Kennedy story. We were certain
that somewhere far bebind the gen-
“erals were dratting the documents thal
would confirm the viciory we could see all
around us.

us

The official message  {rom Supreme
Headquerters arrived on ibe morning of
May Tth by teletype. 1t set the time for

cessation of hostilities af 6A01 on
fone minute after midn
It setiled the bets that
weeks kefore, 1L aliowed vs fo tum on the
Yights and rip the hlackeut blinds down
from the w We were able, al las
discard the heavy steel helmets that
increased our collar s by an hch

the message from SHAEY & the
for the parly we had been planning for
yeETS.

Ce e e

EVE\' on V-E Day we were moving: it
waus the Tate of factical troops never
to unpack. We established rur headquar-
ters in a lttle fown north of the Ruhr, on
the flat, Incredibly areen plein  that
stretehes eastward from the Rhine, We had
picked the town because it had been ont
of the main line of advance, and had con-
tained no industrias worthy of serjel
tention. It was 2s nearly Intact as an
town In Germany. and the lights were
burning and the water system worked. We
moved Into a row of wmiddle class three-
story houses on & shady slreel. There was
glass in the windows, sheets on the beds,
an ornate upright plano in the parlor. We
sank into the ugly comfort of red plush
chalrs and sent & delegation down to the
town brewery for & kew of heer. We did not
need Lo be reminded that Juxury Is & mat-
ter of controst.

There was a special dinner thet night
The Bupreme Commander had
his desire that all American combatl teoops
stage a celebration. Captured stocks of
wine, eognee, and beer were made avail-
able by the truck-losd. Clgars came for
ward by the case. The guarlermaster pro-
vided 3.000,000 stesks, The mess sergeants
and the cooks, cheerful for the first time
in history. knocked themselves oul. It was
& wonderful dinner, consumed beneath 2
Hlue haze of clgar smoke, Best of all, the
windows stood open snd the bright light
streamed into the soft Spring night, and
=il across the litile town we could hear
American volces raised in song. The Ger-
mans huddled in their cellars, out of sig
and we could almost forget they were
there: we knew they were incapable. for
the moment, of translating their stunned
resentment Into action.

We bad bur party, some twenty of us
who had attained the ultimate intimacy
that comes of surviving three major cam-
paigns, in the house taken over hy the op-
erations section. Colonels, majofs, captains,
lieutenants, men from Mis: T
and Arizona and New York,
there in the parior where the hideous Ger-
man furniture was overlaid with the bat-
{ered green fieid equipment of the United
States Army. The big operalions meps cov-
ered the walls. For the first time there was
no winding blpe line/to mark the front,
no red symbols to indlcate German posi-
tions. There were instead great lopsided
goose-eggs, each bearing th mbol of an
infantry regiment or a field artiliery bai-
talion or an anti-aircraft group. The front
line had given way to zones of oceupational
responsibilit we. who had been soi
that morning had become polic

We hadt champagne. caplured a thowsand
miles and ten thousand lives before
in France, and smuggled across Furope in

There was plenty

ky, obtalned on reverse lend-lease when
we were serving under Montgomery- in
Holland. There was 8 profusion of eognac,
most of it bad. And, to remind us suddenly
of home, there were a few bottles of bour-
bon, nursed across an ocean and 8 conti-
nent and saved for this day.

HERE was, of course, a great deal of
noise, Somebody could, or thought be
cmud play thal monstrous piano. Thers
s singing. sentimental baliads, fraternity
sangs, even the plaintive German march-
ing song “LHI Marlene”. It was loud. of(-
key, and to us. he breakingly lovely.
There were jokes that semmed, and were-
wproariously funr There was even a
speech or two. N

Two minutes hefore midnight. without
neder. without plan, without previous dis-

enssion, we poured oul into the street and

Hned np. We were, of cowrse, sUill armed,
nd we veadled our —.45 automa~
fies. carbines, ove pearl-hs

pistal aeguired from a German eiv
ymehody stood in the light stream-
from a window and heid blg wr
watch hefore his eves. When holh hands
pointed straight. up to twelve be raised
his vight arm, ol in hand. A minute
later be gpave command, The {
round from enty weapons was a
nele ) solid orange
h along those twenty muzzles. Then,
as each officer emptied his ¢lip, the firing
took on a ragged tempo. Through it all
I could hear ;the soprano yepping of the
22, 1L slruck me as enormously funny.

flian, €

ing

his
thase &
roay, and there wa

Tt was. of course, extravagantly foolish.
We found oul how foolish laler, & sentry
befare the General's door down the street
had been sent back Tor thal
when his nerves berame oo
front-line service. When our Iusillade tip-
ped the night, he whirled, dropped to one
knee, and levelod his tlfle al us. Another
sentry kicked the gun out of his han
Tore he could puil the tgger.

We were nob, despite the evidenee Lo the
conlrary, drunk. We were indulging in the
first irresponsible gestwre, we, who h
borne too much responsibility ton long, had
been able to afford in more than three
vears. Tt was a sort of fievee release and
primitive joy. and while wod la the
dark street and blas ¥ st heaven we

we

were again small bo:

on the Fousth of July.

g UR emotional binge was, of cou
truncated. None of us belleved then

We
only part n!

ihst we would be going home soon.
knew the sheoting phase wes
a war, The evidence of unfinished busi
was ell around us: the prison camp e
miles away where more an 100,000 Rus-
slan soldiers had been buried and half «
many were still alive and hungry: the
placed persons from all of Burope who
swarmed aimlessly across that . grean
Rhine plain: the great industrial cities
the Ruhr lying broken end gll but desert-
ed; the twelve Jewish women with am-
putated breasts we had found thai da:
the stunned German civilians, sitiing
their cellars on this night of ¢ trivmph
snursing resentment that would soon be=
come implacable hatred. And the war in
the Pacific, which had seemed remote and
unrelated to our lives, had become, at
midnight, May 8, 1945, our new reality.

But despite all this, we felt = surging,
joyous hope. 1t seemed to us then that the
problems that lay ahead could 1ok pos
he as difficuli as those that lay ind.
Our business had been death, and now it
would be life. We were past the cold, and
the hunger, and the terrible weariness, and
the sense of tmmediate personal danger,
and thal seemed to us monumental pro-
gress. Building, even bullding a whole new
world, we thought, could not, possibly be as
hard as destroying the old world had been.

o

Remembering thatl bright
across twelve wasted month
(et 1 fest some af (0 bitterneas € halioved
then T would never feel
—HARRY
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The Puliizer Commiitee’s Wise Choice

JE are delight
the Pulit

ith the news thal
nittee singled  ont
& Southerner. Hodding Garter of Lhe Green.
ville. Miss., Delfe Democra
1845 editorial a LL 30, Hodd)
Is alvesdy = soa
yace prefudice and its
is one of those native soi
stay at home and conduct bis cru,
hard way.

In his books, Winds of Fear and Flood
Crest he stated. with considerable literary

skill, the racial problems of the

and pointed the way toward an enlight-
ened solution. Bul he has alse hammered
home his point for years in newspaper
editorials—first in his home of Lonisi-

/N8 23 &n active participanl in the battle

against Huey Long, and now over on the

“Delts where he 15 gun for The Mui
Hilko,

Mr. Carter has also demonsirated. in this
day when the press 1 being roundly damned
5 & menstrous monopoly, thal it is stilt

to bt«'omv & auccessful newspaper
r. In & few years, wilh some finan-
ssful books
hasz paplayed

smalca, he

his original $360 investment in s tiny
Lovlsiang paper into a daily newspaper
property worth several hundred (housand
dollars. And, let it be noted, he has a

Jished all this withont compromising
on muling the loud
e in wh}(h he has proclaimed opinions

d by his fetlow Mississipptans.

U is a realitively simple matler to ac-
fuire @ liveral viewpoint on racial mat-
ters 3 you are safely located In a spob
where acceptance of a theory does ngh

necessarily invelve translating i tnto day-
i is, in & very
on

byeday pract
sense, a
Tirin

LM G
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line of the liberal crusad
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no

ns out that the O in UNG has no
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the N,
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Hannegan . had )oc; and
t'afscm'y meeting Mth PAC
Chairman  Hillman..
the course of that talk: they e 9
reed ; " SMUGKTER TARGET
onl Congressionsl
tﬂct in ge country: Wlll the vrekm
of the national pafty maching
thmwn Ellh!t the ma\lmbmt
mocratic Congressmsn. . That 18
m the Pifth District of -Missourd, &
the President’s own district. Rep-
resentative Roger C. Slaughter nl
that alstrict has worked hard

of that agr
Lonahip petween PAC. and
Democratic Committee will con-
tinue.

Hannegan has had his_troubles
of late, Mistakes made’ by his
office have been blown up out
of alk proportion by Hannegan's
opponents within and without the
party. But these attacks are not
causing the Dy
undue worry. Since his return
from a rest cure in Arisons, he
hes radlated contidence.
TREASURY FL

One reason s the marked suc-’
cess of the Jackson Day dinpers
held throughont the country. While
the final total f5 not yeb avail-
able, 1t seems likely they will bring
\ In more than -any other similar

aceaslon, The treasury
Is vow in & flourishing condition.
Some of the amounts that have
come in from the Jackson Day
dinners are surprising. Oklahoma
City is contributing nearly $75.000.
St. Louis had its first Jackson Day
dinner and the net to the com-
mittee will be about $35,000. The
teke in Washington was conslder-
ably more than $175.000,
The_contrast with 1942 s strik-
ing. Funds were so short in that
campalgn that it was necessary to
borrow $100,000 the last week. It
had been impossible to plan In ad-
vence the amount of help to send
into close Congressional contests.

Another reason for Honnegan's

contidence is his belief that 1t will

gram.
‘What makes this the more ironlc i+
is that Slaughter was- given &
place on the powerful Rules Com-
mittee of the House st the in-
stigation of his Irlend Hm‘ry‘h’u-
man, who to
Speaker Sam Rusburn Wum has ™
come  bag ck (0 the vasident und

ing of s psn in moc;mx ki
Adminlstration  measures 8s _the
Falr Employment Practices B
amed for sHITING
dissident Cungresm:en to_netion on
the lstter from the Democratic
Nationsl Committee *that recently
touched off & teapot tempest. That
was the letter which went—by
mistake—to cortaln districts al-
ready represented by Demoora
urging the party or-
ganization to clect & better man.
As . it was meant, of course,
r those districts with Re-

§ men. -
While the form letter did not go
to Slaughter's district, he is said

to have persusded a grou

House Democrats to sign & protest
petition, Now some of the signers
have recanted, with apologies to
'}Eszmegnn tor following Slaughter's

FORMIDABLE FOE .
Slaughter-now hes @ formidable
oppenent m the primary in Je-
rome Walsh, & prominent Kensas
City atlomey, who mearly defeated
Slaughter in 1944, Then he had

[N/ be possibie this Fall to exploit C opponent. This time he
1ne Republican votes in Congress on = the support of ths CIO-
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MANTEQ, N. C.
Roanoke Island.

is w part. finds that three
hundred of ils young men would
vather live on their ex-serv

lotments of §20 a week {
than {ake the relatively
jobs which &

have o Tight, to Ma onr boys over there to
Mr. Ford of the Standard big business
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ok sl s X Enge fosiing that dhe people of Mante aubual arrival of the channel
some of e et the worid,  bass, who come [n the Sprig.

i we can %m the oppreseed peapie ises how wrong this  THE POSTMAN BINGS
a good turn to England people of Manted 3 pas pecome more important.

and do
3 w 8 great deal more about
n do the people of N

at least for & Jittle while. for the
young men to know from which °

—F, §, FOX:

(NOTE: We can only wish It looked a5 simple quarter the postman comes, than
Eds.THE Naws.) T mean the ph sical world, of ihe winds. They are mot 'unilke
almost = or child,  the fishermen, who have given up

walk down the e m th smart ga: ns for the
Chain Reaciion of Manteo, & o é_mm w'ucldi of fast s with which to get the
CHARLOTTE  QUarier the wind is blowing, and  guide trade, and who depend for
| CHARLO pow the sunsel weather Wil A~ thelr living now more on the
ple, T am disturbed over moody channel bsss and  Spring arrivel of the tourlsta than

hotel will  on
the guests the ques-
when it is best to plant
greens between cabbages so
as w give thers the full ripeaing
benefit of Summer sun.
FiSH AND MEN
Ma: cloaeness o the phy
world 15 indicated by the fact
that you can plesse lmost any
resident of the tiny town by hand-
ing him & 50 pound channel bass
r his verv own, whereas if vou
were to walk up to a New Yarker
and hand him a 30 pound fish,
he would very likely scream and
esll for the police.  Manteo’s
awareness of the wind, and sun,
and water, and thefr fruits, is such
as o make the restdents of New
York, hurtling home in a subway
r.. seem ignorant of the world
indeed, - remote -and . secluded. and
cut--off from 8 . great . reality.
8o the ‘thing about small plkces
Hge:Manteo s ‘nob: itagedy of “ig-
narance;:for there” is no ignorsies
where men have long i:mwn every<
o thing they Have peeded to
MY N e
p:me of - reui
be onie)

the coming of the fish.
Industrious young men joln the
Cosst Guard, or other forms of
Government service up snd down
the peninsula, and another connec-
tion wfth earth snd the sea is
broken, When the last depression
attacked. though 3t hit here five
years mceA it caught the islanders, ,
would have been
unem;,med for a long time. but for
the Government, which made work
for wem on the sands. If infla~
tion comes it will cut Roanoke Is-
land down, from far away: snd
these invisible currents are sud-
denly more consequential than
tide-rip and oddiy. it no
longer suffices to know the real
world, political realities of
which Manhattanites, on their own |
island. are so much better aware’.
now the more important . to
life; to be able to put ones nose
in & newspeper and sce how -the
conservative - bloc in. Congress s
blowing _becoines more. imminently.
practical than:to*he able to stand
Sonc:a: hill and: réad ‘tomorTow | in-
800 lowida, -
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5 means grest gain
when surplus mouey
u,) ed goods. buying . will
Bbusiness WH‘ s(‘h downward ‘spiral
inare years, when my generation is
1ife, we want.the world 10 -have
you, especially. you with 3 fixed
rested in. the welfare of our country
t-8 chance 10 exercise one of ‘your democratic
vileges.: Write 1o - your | Senator’ and< express: your
s X8 i surgent! '
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