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would be a foolhardy prophet indeed
who' attempted to fix Franklin Roose-
weit's place In history on the first anni-
¥ersaxy. of his death. The storm of con-
troversy that surrounded him in life con-
tinues unabated, even though his po]mcal
heirs have made something of a mockery
~of his principles and ideals: it will con-
tinue, we suspect, until the generation he
“dominated has passed.

But. even if we have to leave it to un-
born historlans to decide finally whether
“Franklin Roosevelt, who was certainly
something of both. was predominantly
“ politician or statesman. the passing of
twelve months has at least given us a
mew perspective. We begin to see him,
not against the background of America
. moving from depression to war. but against
the background of a world in which old
political forms were disintegrating and
Yevolutionary currents were running high

We know now that ours is the pniv na-
" tion to survive the storm with its tradi-
tion of free enterprise intact Perhaps we
can even xee. those of us nat blinded by
the unreasoning hate Franklin Roosevelt

How Abominable Is

'ONGRESSMAN BULWINKLE, having
learned in his years of public service
that it really isn't necessary. does not replv
to editorial criticism. It is, we think. just
a5 well, for at this moment when his Bul-
" winkle Bill is being worked over by scores
of freight-rate-conscious Southern editors.

.. he would have tifne for little else.

He has not. therefore. responded to our
recent suggestion that it might be well if
he publicly explained his sponsorship of &
‘measure that would suspend Federal anti-
trust laws governing the operation of com-
mon carriers by rail. highwayv and inland
waterway. It s quite true that the back-
ground of the Bulwinkle Bill is fully set
forth in a 419-page report on hearings
held before a subcommittee of the House
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com-

- merce, and that Major Bulwinkle explained
his sponsorship of the messure on the
floor of the House when HR 2538 was first
. introduced. But, like so many deathless
. words fed into the Congressional Record,
the full explanation has long since been
lost in the outery now raised azgainst the
Bulwinkle Bill

Major Bulwinkle believes. we gather
from s study of the record, that control of
eommon earriers ghould rest exclusively
with the Interstate Commerce Commission;
his bill does not provide a blanket exemp-
. tion of reilroads and other carriers from
i'the anti-trust laws, but authorizes the ICC
to suspend those laws if it feels the public
~intefest is being served by egreement
‘ameng carriers on operating practices, ete.

Recent efforts of the Justice Department
to erack down on truckers and railroads
under the anti-trust law “has brought
shout a conditlon which requires and de-
an immediate common - sense
remedy.” 8aid Major Bulwinkle on the day
e introduced the bill:

n 2 a matler of general knowledge that
: carriers cannot gerve 1wo manters;

oerdcn 3t becomes the duty of the Con
gress 1o say wWhich Government agency. or
@epartment. shall have control af the regu-
Zaticn of the railrosds and other carriers.

“The Bill thet has been introduced todav
soeks to remove the uncertainty and con-
fusion and places the regulation under
the agency of Congress, the Interstate Com-
mesce Commission. and makes 1t entirely
cloar that the anti-trust laws are not to be
applied to common carriers in a way which
will prevent or obstruct the carrying out
of the will of Congress.

The question, then, comes down to the

sort of a post-mortem, now that
Southern Senators have amended the
&5-cent minimum wage blll into oblivion.
but the North Carolina Unemployment
Compensation Commission has come up
{with figures Indicating that, at the ma-
.- ment at least, the proposed Federa] legis-
i Iation wouldnt have made much differ-
“ence even if it had passed.

A study by Frances T. Hill. of UCC's in-
formational service. underlines the fact
that low wages in North Carolina are gen-
.erally concentrated in the intra-state en-
. terprises which do not come under the
Pprovislons of the Federal law. In industries

Year Without Roosevelt

somehow engendered. that he always
worked ‘within the framework of consti-
tutional limitations. He changed the shape
of the Federal Government to be sure, ex-
panding it to meet the crises that measured
his regime. but he never sattempted to
alter its form. The powers he exercised,
some of them never before exercised by a
President of the United States, were not
usurped. as his critics have insisted, then
and now. but freely given by a free people
turning to & strong man in a moment of
terror.

1f we had to make a foolhardy guess it
would be that those unborn historians will
finally place Franklin Roosevelt as a great
conservative whose experiments (they will
seem cautious & ceniury from now) were
designed not to break trail toward a new
way of life but to preserve anclent insti-
tutions

Be thal as it may, we can think of no
{iner tribute to Mr. Roosevelt than the
conviction of those who believed in him

1and, we suspeet, of a great many of those
who d:dn't! that the dislocations and un-
certainties of this moment are the direct
result of his death a year ago today.

The Bill?

fitness of the ICC for the lask the Bul-
winkle Bill would confer upon it. In the
view of Southerners who have led the
fight against freight rate discrimination,
the ICC has demonsirated a singular un-
fitness. Representative Helen Douglas Man-
kin summed up their argument when she
testified this week before the Senate In-
terstate Commerce Committee: "The ICC
has become so involved in its own red
tape that it is no longer capable of serv-
ing the function of an energetic, militant
enforcement agency which would be re-
quired if the transportation industry were
relieved from the operation of the anti-
trust laws

Mrs. Mankin went on to recall the
prophecy made by Richard B. Olney, Cabi-
net officer under Grover Cleveland, who
advised a rallroad president:

The (Interstatel Commerce Commission,
as its functlons have now been limited by
the courts. s, or can be made. of great use
to the raliroads. It satisfies the popular
clamor for Government supervision of the
railroads; at the same ume, that super-
vision is entirely nominal

Further. the older such commission gets
to be, the more inclined ft will be found to
take the business and rallroad view of
things . Tt thus becomes 2 sort of barrier
between the raflroad corporations and the
people and a sort of protection against
hasty and crude legislation hostile 10 the
ratlroad interests

The part of wisdom is nol to destroy the
Commission, but to use it.

We are inclined to agree with Mrs. Man-
kin that Olney’s prophecy has largely come
true. The record of the ICC is not Impres-
sive, and we see no reason to belleve that
the public interest will be well served by
riving that body virtually unlimited au-
thority to promote restrictive agreements
among the carrlers.

But, even though we oppose the Bul-
winkle Bill. we can find nothlng in it to
justity the sort of editorial ROIng-over
Major Bulwinkle has been recelving lately.
The Raleigh News & Observer, which pro-
motes alcoholic temperance through edi-
torial intemperance, has been giving the
Major the sort of treatment it usually re-
serves for ABC Htores. He Is customarily
referred 1o as 2 Quisitng, and HR 2536
appears In the N & O bright lexicon as
the Bulwinkle Bill of Abominations.

There Is ample repson to question Major
Bulwinkle's judgment. but we can find no
cause to question his motives. as The
News & Observer “does by inference.

Post-Mortem On Minimum Wages

the fatal farm price increase amendment.
It's an interesting principle. and it should
foilow that somebody should also be con-
cerned over the fate of all those under-
paid workers bevond the reach of Federal
legislation. whether they be shoe clerks or
laundry workers.

The Congress. of course, can do nothing
about the matter. Only a state minimum

wage law can reach workers employed in

intra-state commerce, workers Mrs. Hill
finds are "really below standard.” Cer-
tainly the Legislature should give the mat-
ter careful attention. and soon—for exist-

AJ oké.

OPA’s Argument On Cotton

WASHINGTON, D. C.

HE Government’s action In establishing higher
uniform mergin requirements to curb speculative
cotton purchases has resulted in a number of angry
statements which tend to becloud the facts. I want
to tell you briefly why this step had to be’ taken.

The present advance in cotton futures prices is a
speculative se that has many harmful aspects
Primarily this rise is dangerous o the public because
It threatens the Government's program (o boost
production of corion textiles and low-priced clothing.

Early last month OPA had to raise ceiling prices
of almost all cotlon textiles and varns to offset in-
creases in labor and colton costs. OPA also pro-
vided an additlons) Incentive price Increase for types
of fabrics urgently needed for production of men's
shirls. shorts and pajamas. women's and children’s
cotton dresses. work clothing and essential industrial
and agricultural purposes.

When these prices were adjusted, Chester Bowles
and I joinlly pointed out thal unless raw cotton
prices remnited stable the extra allowance to textlie
manufacturers would be eaten up for a further spec-
ulative rise in the cotton market. The stimulating
effect on textile production would be lost.

Paced by & runawav cofton futures market. how-
ever! raw cotton has shot up almost 1 12 cents =
pound further in Jess than four weeks to the highest
price in 22 years. Thils rise In cotton prices in the
Iast month is aboul equal to the incrense which took
place between April 1942 and the end of the war. It
brings fo a tolal of 25 per cent the increase since
V-J Day

Another compelling, teason for stabilizing the
price of colton has now developed. A proposed
amendment 1o the Price Control Act would make OPA
bese its cotton textile ceilings on current Inflated
markel prices for cotlon. The law presently specifles
that onr Io ceilings sholl permlt mills la pav
parity for cotton. The latest parity price for cotton
is 2512 cents n pound while the average market price
is 2790 cenls)

I s amendment should become Inw and the
price nf cation has not been stabilized at a reason-
able level n further up adjustment of cotton
textile prives would be necessary

Another round of inereases in cotlon lextile and
clothing prices might well be the starting point. of
the disastrous spiral of inflaiton that we are &l
working 10 nvoic

The move to curb harmiul speculalive rises in
coltan futures is for the protection not only of con-
aumers bul also farmers. legitimale cotton apern-
tors and textile mill owners, °

Stalements are being made thal our action has
hurt the farmers. I musl assert with all fhe force at
my eommand thil dengerous speculative increases in
entton do nol belp the cotion farmers. © am informed
tint most of them have sold thelr crop by (hls time
of year so that n further rlse Is 0f no benefit to them
On fhe contray, it hurts thelr chances to maintain
Ameriea’s share of 1he markets abroad because for-
eign cottons are underselling American growths by a
substantial ameunt. Tt decreases (he opportunity to
compete successtully with rayon yarn which is now
priced more attractively than colton. And farmers
wre likely 1o he the worst sufferers, as they were after
the last war when the price ol cotton rose to more
than 40 cenls x pound and then crashed In a few
months to about, 10 cents. This thne, the price has
risen from around 9 cents in 1838 to 28 cents.

In Inirness to other farmers, too, the speculative
rise 1n cotton must be halted. All farmers buy cotton
products, and have had to pay higher prices for
them. Except for cotton. alt basic farm commodities.
such as wheal and corn, have price cellings. There
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Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round

‘WASHINGTON

is logically no alternative to the present effort to
stabilize cotton prices.

I am in thorough agreement with Chester Bowles
who has just stated that this problem must be met
directly and vigorously. I feel that the step we have
1aken, is justified and is in the best interests of the
National welfare,

—PAUL A, PORTER.
Administrator, Office of Price
Administration.

County Fire Runs
CHARLOTTE
N your issue of April 91h you have an article under
the heading “Fire Dept. Must Grow", which was
no doubt written in the interest of the Eomlng bond
eiection, and 1 that article vou mention the fact that
the money is ueeded for the purchase of additional
fire fighting equipment

Is (his equipment needed for the use of the City
of Charlotie, or for the County of Mecklenburg? If
the bonds carry, do the citizens of Mecklenburg pay
for them, or Just the citizens of Charlotte?

In the same tssue you show a photograph of “the
ancient. truck still in use”. Of course that truck i
still in use, and il_was i use one day last week when
the Engine from No. 5 station was sgnt beyond Dixie
on a country alarm. the distance of approximately
nine miles from the station.

It was In use the same day when the Engine from

2 was sent to Wilher's bridge. bevond Shopton.
and approximately twelve miles from the station—and
on a country alarm.

11 the oid truck s “ancient”, why not place it on
runs beyond the City kmits?

Who paid the cost of the Lwo runs above men-
tioned?

Palmer states “If and when the city limits are
extended, then that will have to be taken care of
later.”

As far ns the Fire Department 5 concerned the
limits have been extended and they reach from county
line 10 county line

You ean check nhove with the City Fire Depart-
ment. and or. the Rursi Police,

My name?

Let’s have facts, regardiess of names, and e
member, 17 that truck had been wrecked at Wither's
Bridge and the men killed or injured, they would have
been heyond the compensation distance,

why?

NOTE: We break n rule ngalnst anonymous
letters to tell ihis remarkably well-tnformed ob-
server:

«1) That portion of the bond Issue providing for
expansion of the fire department will be underwritten
by cily voters only, but

¢2) The county peys the Fire Department a flat
annual standby fee of 52000 plus & fee of §25 for
ench run_outside the city tmils, and

131 City flremen are covercd fully by compen-
sation laws when on duty within twelve miles of the
city llmits. According fo Chlef Pelmer both these
fires were within the twelve-mile limit.—Eds. Taz

ws.)

The People’s Plaiform {s available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be tess than 300 words, typewritten tf
posstble, and on only une szdz o! the mzper
Livet and oill Dy
anything goes. Each !etter musl he signed, al-
though, 1n exceptional cases and upon request,
_Ilt:e lglll withhold the writer's name.—Editors,

HE NEW

- things are

eight vears in the Cabinet himself, Wallace is regognized

That means = great many other
uncertain, including -the
discharge . of hundreds of - thou-

.sands of soldiers in the American
Armies

f ‘Occupation in .Germany -

reT e pro st of the clestion in
e pro e _-Yoep, are
this. Fall, " the

o

y 15 pal
tequirement:fn‘ He has sh.ted re-
peatediy that the Army does not
want to draft one unnecessary man.
Eisenhower carefully explains
that “transitfonal” plans cell for
an Army of ,SMOOOanJulyl

T

live up to our occup-n
ments and to provide the minimum
of security for an interlm period.
By July I of next year, the num-
ber would be scaled down to 1,070~
000, This would includ¢ an alr
force of 70 squadrons.

' DRAFT NECESSARY

The evidence shows that this
minimum force cannot be . sus-
tained without the draft. How
much the shortage would be with
only voluntary enlistments, no one
can say for sure. Eisenhower and
his planners believe it would be
close to 400,000,

That is the hurdle Congress
is so reluctant to take in an elec-
tion vear. What a number of
Congressmen are doing just now
is trylng to find ways and means
to get around the barrier, These
range from the wistfully hopeful
to the foolishly fantastic,

In the latter class was the pro-

of Representative Forest
Harness of Indiana. He would have
extended the Selective Seryice Act
for nine months, untl Feb, 15
1947. But at the same time, he
would have suspended the flow
of inductees for nine months. thus
giving with one hand and taking
away with the other,

‘The House Military Affairs Com-
mittee had sense 1o
vote down that proposal. But there
are others which venture almost
as far into the pleasant land of
make-believe.

Samuel Grafton

FDR: One

NEW YORK

S to what he would have done

had he lived during this year
it Is. of course, tmpossible 10 say:
and he was very tired toward the
end. It is easier to speculate as
to what might nol have been dane,
what might not have happened. had
he not died. Offhand, one thinks
&t once that Mr. Churchill weuld
not have come to America to make
50 large a speech: no, not with
him in the White House. And 5o
the first point i5 that a kind of
imbalance bas followed the death,
that all sorts and conditions of
men have been able to play new
roles because he Is gone,

It is because he Is dead that
Mr, Bevin has pecome the strateglc
lender of the West in the coun-
cils of the world, and the unignlted
Mr. Vandenberg has become one
of our chief founts of authority on
forelgn affalrs, and the devoted Mr.
Byrnes has had to try to change
roles and jt must be hard) from
that of tireless servant to that of
maker of policy.

WEST ON DEFENSBIVE

To put it another way, it is be-
cause he Is gone that the West,
squealing legallsms, 15 now forlorn-
ly on the defenslve, whereas If he
hed llved, blessed bad lawyer that
he was, we might now be trying
for a new level of international un-
derstanding, rather than parsing
sentences in & charter.

For he, more than any other,
was the coalition. he, .who could
deal with Mr. Churchill as a coun-
try squire, and with Mr. Stalin
as a commoner. Somehow, In him,
the two currents had met. but not
in a whirlpool: and the fact that
these two contrary streams could
produce a man so much at peace
with himseif and at ease with his
world, made hope feasible for
others.

To go to Hyde Park now, and
to see the toys and gadgets with
which he played, and a room in
which he worked, 18 to become very
conscious of him as the aristocrat.
as & man whose lifetime was spent

What If Wallace Had Been Presidenti?f ;

Net result. ‘however. is that Cablnet debates are:brie

when
m{m

‘it would be

ing-horse Army of the Iate 3920's
and early 1830's.

‘The tary Affairs Com:
mm,ee Wn.l'uMthl Senate Mﬂltary
fairs Cﬂmlnlm to - act
'nus Is part of & resentment wh.\ch
i (nlrly general in the House. It
Brows out of a feeling that too
often the lower body has taken the
les passing controversial leg-
Islation and that then the upper
body has done nathmg Iboul it.

There is ne out.
“That Is the cold, “rard ek, “To
dodge the barrier because this is
an election year will be to dodge
America’s responsibility tn a troub-
led world,
DRASTIC CUT

‘The Armv has come a long way
from the first flush of success
in . the period Immediately after
V-J Day. Eisenhower’s mintmum
requirements represent & drastic
cut. They include, for example,
no service troops to train young

Americans under a system of
universal military service. Ob-
viously, If there is doubt about

extension of the draft for nine
months or a year, universal train-
ing hasn't even a ghost of a
chance.

The world s watching this test.
Once, as a foreign observer put it,
we had a freedom which no other
great natlon had ever popssessed.
That was the freedom to do
nothing. Whether we like it or not,
that freedom is gone forever. -~

Year After

in fair surroundings. amid fine
surfeces of wood and porcelain.

Yet somehow the visitors, the peo-
ple tramping through the buildings.
saping. trying to touch and trying
not to touch, scem less out of
place than they would In almost
any other fine hause; the awi-
ward varied crowd geems to beloms,
as part of history's joke om’ his-
torical determunism, which
Roosevel. Many men can feel at
home in the warkroom of one who
never ealtered his accent to please
the poor, nor shaped his words to
win the rieh.

HIS TALENT

And so he couid work with both
sides, and implacably make them
work togetheg; and he could laugh,
meanwhile, too. the laugh of the
well-Integrated man, observing the
nysteria of all partlal and specinl
characters. He could lead them all,
and, In spite of their screaming,
make them follow, because he led
them only on adventures among
reslittes .

He could make both sides stick

more or less together, in a dif-
ficult passage, not because he tried
to please both, but because he never
presented a check to be cashed that
wasn't drawn on the bank of neces-
sity, and ageinst a good account.
He was superficial, often. on the
surface of events, often, but above
the surface, in the thin air, almost
never.
BUS STALLED L4
One remembers him as a kind of
smiling bus driver. with that cig=
garette holder pointed upward, lis+:
tening to the uproar from behind
as he took the sharp turns. They
used to tell him he had not load-
ed his vehicle right for all eteratty.
But he knew he had stacked it
well enough to round the next cor-
ner, and hg knew when the yells
were false, and when they were
real, and he loved the passengers.
He Is dead now, snd the bus is
stalled, far from the gates of
heaven, while the riders hold each
other In deadlock over how to make
the next curve.

-

und to the point. Lmportant policy matters.are.not deeply.
ussed. Some Cabinet members act as in a poker gamd,
. lay their cards close to. their chest. almost fearful &
league will discover: their next:maove. ‘K‘ney _prefer to_ talk
privately with the Presiden! ;i -
ly one man who seems wﬂlln to talk

even by his enemies s one of the best administrators in
Government.

But_regarding the basic problem of ‘uniting the county.
wallace's troubles would have been the same as Truman
His split with the Southern bloc would have come eﬂﬂler
but the end result would have been identical. Even had
Roosevelt lived, this battle probably was inevitable.

fact, when you read history, the conclusion s In-
escapable that most of the things now heppening in the USA
today would have happened anyway. Not even Roosevell,
had he lived, could have pushed the tlde of history out of
its customary channel—away from the trend to inflation,
labor disputes, bickering with our bre-time allles, debates
over the Army, the [nevitable readjustment which follows war.

ing Federal minimum wage laws have al- lT hus now been phe vear since Harry Truman rushed down
ial w Pennsylvania Avenue to a saddened White House and the
ready made industrial workers in North awesome task of filing the shoes of Franklin Recsevelt.
Carolina a favored class. And let us hasten A great deal has been written, and more will be, about
to add that the way to end discrimination the manner in which he has done that job. Among those
is to ralse the wi - lal  ~close to Roosevelt there has also been speculation as to what
Workern, ok pul the Jevel of Industelal  [ou Meve haopenc 1f Senslor Sem Jackson of Indiana
g P had not rapped the gavel on that hot July night in Chicago
workers down to meet it the st as the Wallace
band-wagon seemen on Lhe verge of rolling him into the
Vice-Presidency.
Tn other words, it Henry Wallace had been President of
the United States, would the first year since Roosevelt's death
ave been much different? How much did Sam Jackson's
gavel-rapping tactics change the course of history?

engaged In inter-state commerce, which
would have been affected. the average
‘weekly wage is now $20.16. far enough
above the proposed $26 minimum to indi-
cate that no_great number of North Caro-
lins workers would have benefitted by the
propozed new floor.
Intra-state payrolls, bound by no wage
Jegialation of any sort, present a far differ-
et plcn}re ‘The average wage in retail

Byrnes speaks out on various.matter:

‘Weekly . Cabinet . Juncheons: lr! less e
There, Cabineteers unbe {
mn u.nmly wmas loaded with'

Pmldent

To dictate his memoirs Cousin Winston
iz going to stay in bed. It is taken for
granted the unlighted cigar has passed
the underwriters' safety tests.

Truman’s Cabinet Meetings °
HE contrasts are sharp, however, between many Roosevelt
methods and those of Harry Truman.
venled au Cabinet meetings.
der Roosevelt, Cabinet meetings were long and leisurely,
sometimes 1asting Lo hours, with everyone given.plenty of
Ume Lo get things off his chest, Roofevell, it In true re-
quently loved o tell stories. of
past. But no Gabinet. mesting ever ended If any Cabinet

'h Trumen: himself
cnntrnst, to Clhlntﬁ fﬂlmll“y, ant
Sharpest Is re- Tueting

Loncly FDR

Would History Have Been Differem?

‘OME_changes, of course, would have been certain, Sum-
ner Welles today would be Secretary of State, with Harold

‘Young, not Bob Hannegan, the Postmaster General. Wallace's
press relations would have been worse than Truman's, his
radio appeal to the public much more effective. Wallace
would have slugged a few of his. pet
would have had more professors Instead of Missourl ere- the
wolves around him: would have had just as much lal membcr still had more he wanted to say.
trouble, though might have been better at solving it Not 80 with Truman, He watches the clock
. Our difficulties with Russia would have been just as  meetings Innt exactly one hour, and if ‘anyone.is atil
great, and it's doubtful whether the Gutcome would have been
ditferent. Walldce would have gone In for brain-trusts
rather than poker parties, would not have supported the
drait, and would have conducted m more efficlent admin- the United Elnhl is_about t.n wnlk otl and:let him talk to
istration. Having grown up in the Cabinet .(his father was  an empty room, .So far Clblnct mzmberl ‘alwaya have taken
Becretary of Agriculture under Harding) and having spent . the hint.

A 3500-vear-old calfish has been ac-
quired by Tulane University. As an exhiblt,
however, there are limits to the wonders
of Southern cooking.

ia Cabinet
1 speaking

as the minute hand approaches the hour, Harry Truman

“Reataurants may cut portions, with no
decrease in prices, if patrons don't object.”
©. Somewhere in all this we. sense & reﬂned
“—or elu

slarts 1o rise. And if any member of his official family- i’
siill speaking. t given that :




