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AY Chatloite’s meat packers are
- scheduled to begin a strike sgainst
the OPA that will, by next Monday, leave
the town's tsble's virtually bare of beef,
veal and pork. They, will close their doors
with the full support of the retail grocers
“they supply, and presumably of a large’
segment of the public.

The complaint of the packers is involved.
hut 1t bolls down to their claim that thev
“ gan no fonger make a profit under existing
OPA ceilings and Federal subsidy regula-
tions. They further insist that this condi-
tion has prevailed for many months, forc-
ing thelr customers into the black market.
The Charlotte Retafl Grocers Association
backs the packers' claims, confessing that
its members have “had to kick in one
wray or the other” to obtain meat supplies.

Accepting the packers’ case in its en-
tirety—which we do only tentatively. since
there has as yet been no official answer
from the OPA—it stands as a mighty ar-
gument for the removal of all price con-
trols. Black market or no, meat prices in
Charlotte have remained fairly reasonable,
and for this the OPA deserves some credit.
But if meat disappears from the tables of
the town the price line. no matter how
firmly held, becomes an evil, not a blessing.
Eventually the OPA will, unless it decides
to make = test case here, have no choice
but to bend the line to meet the packers'
demands. The packers' strilte, justified or
unjustified, will then achieve its stated
end, and establish 2 spiraling pattern for
the future.

e e o
D‘TKE principle of price control, which we
have frequently defended here, is
sound, but no principle can long survive
the weaknesses of its practical application.
Inevitably, OPA has been an inflexible
instrument, and, indeed. inflexibility was
& virtve so long as other wartime controls
—on production, wages, and MENPOWET—
were in effect. But the end of the wer
brought the removal of these controls, and,
pernaps even more important, the end of
the moral or patriotic) pressure that led
producers, distributors, and the public in
general fo obey Federal regulations even
; when they involved inconvenience and
peeasional financial sacrifice. That moral
pressure has venished now: witness the
publie confession of “many” Charlotte gro-
‘gers thst they have been depling in the
black market for months, & confession that
would have evoked 2 greal public outersy
duripg the war years end passes now with=
ouf remark.

'ORTH CAROLINA Republicans have

concluded their Jergest and Iustiest
siate convention in some years, and hope
is burgeoning in GOP bosoms floday.
- Oue politleal minority, which hasn't had
.8 real inning since the spurious issues of
cysm and Romanism split the Democrats
seck in the Al &mith campaign, doesn’t
heve much chance of upsetting any apple-
sarts In the coming Congressional elections,
sad the eyes of the GOP brethren are
fized on '48.

i ‘Thelr primary business In Winston, we
- gather. was fo look over one of the leading

pr ial pros Harald

| ®tassen of Minnesota. They were bound to

¢ ba fmpressed by Mr. Btassen's intelligence,
forthrightness, and obvious voie - getiing
sbility. But politicians, when they size up
= standard-bearer, look beyond these ai-
tribules; such matfers as party regu-
larity. dependability, and attention to the
smenities of patronage also weigh heavily.

The fact that Mr. Stassen was invited
to Winston-Salem certainly gives him an
excellent chance of obtalning the North
Carolina deleeation’s vote al the Natjonal
GOP Convention in *48. But it is by no
means a clincher, for just last week the
Horth Carolinians on the Party’s executive
committee went down the line for Repub-
Hean Chairman Reece, whose clection’ Mr.
Btassen regarded as a slap in the face.

Tt would be foolish to assume that North
Carolina’s Republicans, in listening atten-
tively to Mr. 8tassen and applauding in the
right places. were thereby aligning them-
selves with the liberal wing of the Party.
They may do s0. but their course, accord-
ing to the eternal laws of practical politics,
will finally be determined by expediency.

But, it seems to us at this early reading,
that there 15 an excellent chance that ex-
pediency may finally dictate the nomina-
tion of Mr. Stassen. Of all the Republican
hopefuls he alone has a real chance of
capturing the great bloc of liberal, non-
party-line votes that gave Franklin Roose-
velt the margin of victory in four straight
elections. Many of these votes, let it be

'he OPA Argument Comes Home

The vast complexity of the national
economy, freed of Federal controls except
for the OPA's bulging ceiling, {8 exertlng
an upward pressure that no single, under-
staffed sgency can hope to cheek. More-
over, the widespread public support for
OPA. (upon which it places its rellance)
is largely lip-service, predicated upon the
impossible proposition that the Govern-
ment should control ¢he prices of the
things we buy without interfering with the
price of the things we sell. N .

There are venal men involved in the ef<
fort to destroy the OPA, but they are a
minoritg. Many a businessman, convinced
of the need for price control, is also con-
vinced of the futility of the present effort.
In increasing numbers they join the chorus
of protest, and add to the pressure that
blows holes in the OPA ceiling. The effect,
of course, is cumulative—the more holes
the greater the futility.

ET our hope of avolding ruinous infla-
tion still rests with OPA. imverfect
instrument that it is. If Chester Bowles,
Paul Porter and their assistants can hold
their ragged ceiling together, even though
it Is raised again and again, they may yet
insure & gradual rise in prices until the
great volume of goods now in production is
turned loose, and the old laws of supply
and demand take hold again.

‘The great danger is that the general
public, acting in anger and disguest, will in-
sist. as the venal have insisted from the
beginning., that the entive structure of
price control must be razed at once. We do
not have to depend upon hazy visions of
the future to determine the result of that
course; we can look to our past, within
our own memory. Price controls came off
in 1919, when there were similar, although
less severe, inflatlonary pressures. Here’s
the record for 1920: $11 billion loss in in-
ventories, profits of $6 billion in 1919 re-
duced to & loss of $500 mililon, & 50 per
cent drop in farm prices, & 55 per ceni
drop in payrolls. 250,000 farm foreclosures,
166,600 bankruptcies.

It would be well to remember, In the
meetless days to come, that meintenance
of price controls is a mighty and complex
issue, It cannot be decided in ferms of the
disagreement betweén Charlotte’s meat-
packers and the OPA&, regardless of where
justice lies in that dispute: more than
ever, a8 the saving factor of full produc-
tion comes neaver, it is importent to fight
the tendency to trade the evil of OPA's in-
equities for the far greater evil of runaway
inflation.

‘k T!@é Republicans Look To 1 @{58

matic failure, If the existing Republican
organizations eould, by some miracle, shake
off the icap of years of d. i
existence and doubtful respectzbility, they
might make a permanent breach in the
one-party barricades.

There Is always a greal opportunity for .
political revolution In the shifting of Party
opinion. The resurgent conservative Dem-
oeratic wing, withoui power ¢o take control
of the Porty, can only serve as a wreck-
ing crew, reducing Democratic chances of
victory in 1948 with every Administration
measure they black, Trading on the dis-
content ihus crealed, and maintaining a
precarious balance somewhere between the
diehard reaction of the Tafts and Marting
and the mild liberalisim of Mr. Stassen, the
Repubiicans would make a powerful appeal
to thousands of disgusted Southern Dero-
crats of all shades of opinfon.

A break in the one-party system based
on rerl issues, not the temporary hysteris
of the Bwilh campaign, wonld represent
a permanent gain for the Republican Party
of far greater proportions than a natfonal
victory in ihe presidential cammaign of
1048 obtained with the South still in the
Democratic column, And, oddly enough, it
would also represent a tremendous gain
for all the voters—liberal, conservative, or
middle-of-the-rozd—of the South. Nothing
short of an active two-party system will
free us of the political bondage we aceepted
voluntarily in the dark days of Recon- *
struetion,

For industrial uses, the Government
Bureau of Standards announces what 1t
thinks i5 o foolproof atom. It could, of
course, be underestimating our fools.

It seemed at ihis writing that world
peace might have a chance, unless an-
other Russian secret agent in Canada or
somewhere suddenly decides to go straight.

The crudeness of tte Russian expansion-

ist jars the older emplires. If one wishes
to Invade a neighbor. let one arrange to
be called to “intervene,” in clear ven-
triloquiai tones.

: ., have been n in the
past sand it would represent no greal
ldeological shift to bring them back into

‘the fold. .

It also seems to us that there is a real
opportunity for the Republicans to make
headway In the Solid SBouth with Mr, Btas-
sen @s thelr presidentlal candidate. The
8616 reason for maintalning the one-party . 20d all. Unusually early in the year, isn't
ilera, disfranchisement of the Negro. is it, fur the lce to be breaking up in Uncle
Iy vanishing before the onslaught of J0¢?
tened public opinion, and the more
fate ‘preasure of a serles of adverse
me Court: declsiona. It will not have
egmpletely by 1948, but it will
way oul in areas where -any

The later conclliatory speeches of Stalin
have been an agreeable surprise to one

A month after marrying the department.

mr: helress Hank Greenberg jolns the

ranks of the 10 beat-dressed men—the most

@qlﬁd}’ down the Democratic Intelligent approsch thus far to the acarcity
siways been doomed to muto-  In gents' wear,
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Srots i angaiveion 1o
People’s Platform

Opposition To

CHARLOTTE
[ WOULD like to ask some questions as 1 have lived at

1816 North Pegram Street for the past 32 years, in
the Belmont and Villa Heights section.

In 1936 or 1036, I was fent to a meeting in the
Centrel High School Auditorium. At which time 2
million and e half dollar bond issue was under discus-
sion, They agreed to spend $100,000.00 on Tech High,
but only spent 525,362.00. The people in this area sup=
ported the bond issue and were glven a raw deal,

What 1 would lite to ask is what became of the
rest of the money?

ANl of the section north of {he Seaboard Rail-
road znd east of the Southern Railway does not exs
pect ta receive any benefit from the park and play-
ground bonds, as nothing hes ever been done for
parks in this area, so why be disappointed?

In 1882, Mus. Phifer gave six acres of land in this
area for & park ang nothing has been done toward
developing it. Turn to the Good Book, Mark 10:14, We
find “But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased,
and satd unto them, suffcr the little children to come
unto me, and forbid them not; for of such s the
Kingdom of God.”

T want to know what is wrong with Tech High
Bchool and its athletic squad and why we can't get
@ square deal from the school board.

T say for the voters of this section to go out and
defeat. these bonds and waif until a school board fa-
vorable to this sectlon ls in authority until we lssue
more bonds.

T have been fn building all my Hfe. I'd rather tee
such material g5 i3 now available pul. into homes for
soldier boys rather than into public bullding thet
can wait until ow soldiers are housed.

Register and vote ngeinst these bonds which wit
only purchase about one-half of whol they would
fn normal times. Thirty twn venrs §s  long time to
pay lwics (o satisty o City Council.

O BURNS

(NOTE: Without atlempiing 1o pass an the merits
of Mr. Burns’ clatm thal his seetion hns bad o rew
deal, we do point ont that failure o vate for the houd
sssne will only perpetuate ony tequities thak now ex-
$5t. There eom never he an adeqguale playgronnd with-
oni. more funds for the general eunpalgn, nor crix
there be any Improvement to ‘Cech High he history
of past failres should not work against the hond

o victorles.

whlch represents o chance for il
Tor News.)

On The Make
LINCOLNTON
H SEE by Tae News you all are wel. T wes too, until

& fellow put. up @ beer and dance hall across the
yord from mwy home. Well, T am nol wel anymore.
1 Jlke to see folks enjoy themsclves, but when they
allow a few bollle of beer or a couple of drinks of
tn make them lose their minds and turn inte
well, it ust, too much.

Strong drink wasn't ever intended as n bever-
age In the first place. 1 can well remember when s
gnllon fug sat under Dad's bed full of old apple-jack,
and T could get a sip if I wanted jt. But woe was me if
1 should get too much. Dad used it as e tonic, and
0 did us boys, but never as & beverage. Tt just witl
R0t do to use strong drink &s & bevernge—absolutely

o

Well. T see hy lhe cditorial page you heve your
Republicans also, and mayhe that is a good thing.
Those fellows In Washington are ro’ confused they
have got me running around in circles too. Maybe & .
change would do us all good.

And since when did a draft lnw prevent war?

Drew Pearson’s e

Merry-Go-Round ®

WASHINGTON
FINHERE Is an excellent Teason why Secretery of State James

Byrnes has been urglng the Russlans to sit down with
him soon at the long-delayed peace conference. There is also

2 significant back-stage reason why the Russiens up
this week hed been henging back.

1 reasons revolve mround the same dynamite-lnden
Each slde, however, views it from & dif-

o
situation—-Trieste.
ferent angle,

‘The Russians wanted to delay the pesce conference until®
Marshal Tito could get his troops inside this controversial
city. 3 he could get his troops inside, the Russlan-Yugoslav

accom-
plished fact and dare the diplomats to give Trieste to some-

bloc could present the Peace Conference with en

one else.

Becretary Byrnes, on the other hand, wanted to confer
with the Forelgn Ministers this month, not only because the
Peace Conference already was too long delayed, but because
American troops in Trieste are already at the brink of open
warfare with a former ally. And the longer they sit there,

ihe more dangerous the siturtfon becomes.

'l‘rm)pn’ Ordered To Fire

&EVERAL developments in the past few deys have made

Trieste even more exploaive, They

are:
. Tito has forbidden American nnd British airplanes to
iy over Yugoslav territory on reconnalsance fiights, He has

given his men orders to sheot such planes on slght.

and crossed the horder into Yugoslavia, U, &. ol

2. Twenty thousand Russlan troops have left Hungary
this from the reconnsisance {iights which Titp has now bsn~

The Bond Issue

Anybody wha thinks it will will please stand on his
head. The fellow with the big army might be top
dog, but what's to keep the other dogs from ganging
up on him? -

Well, wet or dry, Demo or GOP, we &ll seem to be
on the meke, scrambling for success, for money, for
the easy job, for prominence, trempling on the weak,
the voung pushing out the old end lesving them
stranded and helpless. Brother, it just ought not to
be s0. -

—3. F. ENREY.

(NOTE: Brother, you said it.—Eds., THE NEWS)

An Obvicus Fact
CHARLOTTE

LL T know is what I read in The Charlotte News,

and heav over the radio.

Lost night I heard & news commentator hroad-
casting to the effect that even Senator Pepper had
poticed that Uncle Sam seemed to be getiing awiully
anglo-Saxon, lately, where Russia was concerned.

T was, of course, unlmpressed. If the commenta~
tor had ennounced that Senator Pepper, or any
other responsible member of our Government. had
fatled to notlce that obvious facl, I would have been
shoeked. I gat shocked.

Because Senator Hatch (D) jumped fo his feet
and sald quote that he stood there amazed thai any
Senator could nay such o thing, why the very ides,
and while he spoke. his "volce shook with rage” end
of quote.

1 should like to go on record as saying that Sen=
ator Hatch is the most nalve gentleman that I have
heord tell of Ja a long tme.

~ALTON E. BABSETT

Palestine, Races, Aleohol

CHARLOTTE

&0 wlad you had those articles abont Palestine in
+) yowr paper. (NOTE: The serles by Ralph Me-
of the Allanta Constilution —Eds, Twe

Gill, editor
News) They wers mo wise and Umely, as are all
r articles on the race queslion,

the Palestine articles could be

put In

T wi
book form.
Please tell your readers that alcobol fs a hebit-
forming polson.
— RS, ROGE BLANTON.
How (id that last pavagrsph get ia
ToE NEWE).

(NOTE!
here?-

For A Pionecer
LOB ANGELES, CALIF.
JPIPASE sond us the mat pietuisd on the front
27 hage of The Chaslotte News, the Monday, March
25. 1046 edition which shows & Youth group earry=
ing placards opposing lauor stores.
1 would appreciate it very much i you would.
—~ETHEL HUBLER, Editor,
The Nationni Voice, “Ploncers in Temperamice Broad-
casting.”
(NOTE: On the way-—Eds, THe Nws).

The People’s Platform {s avcilable to any

n partment
Agriculture who seemed to be de-
Uberately trylng to. play down the

real facts,
Until the London speech, Hoover
n 5 cautious view. He lad

ting by” If only food shipmeuts
wera ocontiped for the next-three
months,

But once he sat down in London
with all the facts and flgures in
front of him, Hoover fsced up to
the reality, By any dietary stand-
ard, he said, milifons today are liv~
ing at the danger level. Twenty
million children are not only badly
undernourished but steadily de-
veloping tuberculosts,” rickets, ane-
mia, and other diseases of sub-
normal feeding.
BITUATION WORSE

‘Obvioualy, in its scope and in its
intensity, the situation todsy is far
worse n the one which con-
fronted Hoover after World War I.
Yet he {nsista that it can be cured
by the same methods that were ap-
plied then.

At s press conference the day
after his London speech, Hoover
said that voluntary methods of food
conservation in the United States
would be sufficlent. He insisted 1t
would not be necessery to resume
compulsory ratloning in this coun-

try.

‘This goes back, of course, to &
deep-acated stubborn conviction on
Hoover's part that the methods em-
ployed in World War I were supe~
rier to the methods used in World
War II. Part of it is traceable to
his resentment over the fact that
President Roosevelt never called on
hlm for advice or help during the
second War. .

It happens, however, that objece
tive observers most closely in touch
with the whole food crisis disagree
sharply with Hoover. They belleve
that only through & return of ra-
tioning, which must be prepared
for now, can famine on on appall~
ing scale be averted.

The real storv’of how food ra~
tlonlng was finally taken off in

Samuel Grafton

on postponed. ; "o -
the brief -intervel, Food For
Preedom got the
men's clubs, trade
IS

Bro &
secrificing Individuals. One is Mra.
Dwight W. Marrow, president of
the volyntery organization. Anoth=
er is Harold Weston, ths directos,
who has worked thilessly to arouss
this country to the need of helpe
ing the rest of the world.

that only through rationing can
enough food be saved to make &

possible in an election year.

Yet the cold, hard facts would
seem o back them up. The Fae
mine Emergency Committee, which
is also running the conservationm
program in this country, hes takem
semple tests showing that thers
s lttle or no chance of reducing
American” consumption of whead
products 46 per cent by the volune
tary method. There iz even lets
chanee of conserving 20 per cen
of fats and olls by that method,
DISHEARTENING POLL

A Washington Post poli showed
that only s small percentage of
the cepital's residents were actual-
ly trying to cut down on the
amount of food they ste. And be-
cause they have hesrd zo mugh
talic about it. the average might be
nigher for the capitals families
than i would be elsewhere.

It would take politicsl courage
to try restore rationing. But
that courage would dring rewards
in the long pull.

Our Russophobia

NEW YORK
NVENTORY: How many items
of American thinking, foreign
and domestic, are now affected
by our fear of Russla! 1t is
sad inventory. Ome can start al-
most anywhere and end almost
anywhere In complling the glum
list. When an  American  writer
wishes to make the point that
other nations will soon have the
atomic bomb, he almost invariably

writes: “How long will 1t take
Sovlet sclence to duplicate our
work?” He almost never - &ays
“Bwlss  sclence”  or “Swedish
melence” or “British sclence” Wa
sutometically use Russla now aa

our handy pocket type-concept of
the forelgn enemy: more

more, we have falln Inta the
habil of speaking of Russla as
the Germans fell mto the habil
of spenklng of England in the
opening years of this century

When the Russians announce a
program for productng more steel,
that is fio i In the
American  p steet  pro-

grams of all other counltles are
financial - page news. (0 do vot
say thls fs an dllegltimate news

play: it 15 o legitimale news play;
ine point In to Investigate the
pollilcal changes of the Imst vear
which have ¢ this deadly
game of comparizons so interest-
Ing)
LOVERS IN A BTORM
“The thing shows up on the Se~
eurity Councli of the Unlted Na-
tlons, where no one, now.
pects to see Brialn and
United States divided on an
point; two ns healthily quarrel-
some nations es exlst In this world
sre now alweys to be found to-
gether, vecause of you know why.
cluiching each other like lovers
in a storm. This 1 the overall,
permanent pattern that emerges,
apart from the merlts, the wrongs
and rights, of any temporary spot
issue. It i not 5o much a ques-
tion of whether we are wrong
lasue i

-
the

reader who ceres to mount ii.
should be less than 300 words, typewritten 3f
possible, and on .only one side of the paper.
Libel and il be leted- wh
anything goes. Each letter must be signed. al=
though, in exceplional cases and upon request,
we will withhold the writers neme—Editors,
Tee NEWS,

3. 2
1f the Yugoslavs enter the city.
until
1sh. However,

offer.

4. The Italian Government hes offered to place
fifteen dlvisions ot the disposal of the Amerlcans and Brit-
they lack heevy srms and would have to be
glven new equipment. The United Btates has declined this

on any parti as Bt s,
perhaps, & questlon how our at-
titude toward Russla influences
us tn declding that an lssue is an
1ssue. y

And tn Germeny, too, our long.
Jong thoughts about Russie have
affected us; we cannot work with

Situation At Trieste Grows More Tense

ned. Probably thal’s the resson he banned them—to pre-
vent further knowledge of Russian troop movements.
U. S. troops in Trigste have been given orders to fire

the right, because it is Nazl and
we whl not work with the left,
because it might be pro-Russian;
the Tesult Is that nothing works.
and the cccupation is stalled on
dead center. We, who are pot Bus-
stans, have become very Hke
characters in @ Russlan play, ese
peclally lke thoss who. diedeis-
ing passion on their own, ‘make
bitter commend f{rom the fire-
stde corner.
SHOWDOWN LEVEL

How much has happened, in less
than s year! What we confront
naw 1 not & mere “situation,” 1o

characters who enect parts in it
or @ chenge Jike the subtle changs
in the color of everything made
by the esttlng aun ms It goes
down, It fs on this level, and not
on the level and

partisanship, that

must be faced, and & new atark
sovght

It must be admitted thet Ruse
slan atiltudes have not ped
much: that they, on their slde.

have been as quick. or gulcker, to
give up hope as have we; that
thelr theorfes ea to the nature
of Western lifs have something

been an even deeper ssase of the
nevitability of conflct on thelr
part than on ours. Oertalnly, a8
the sun has declined, there has
been & change of shading on
side, too, leading to such -
sive grossnesses as that involved
in the violatlon of the Iranian
treaty, & new note in Hoviel ace
tion, and one expressive, tn 6
way, of the changes of this year.
FRESH START

Surely there must be men on
both sides who, seeing the pleture
izsld out, and noti Scal
marks of deterioration, will reallse
that the solutlen is not to
found In dispute; not in Pravda
enswering Hearst, or Hearst, Prave
da: bui in & fresh start. Burely
tiore must be men who, weighing
the forces, and selecting smu
nevitabilities, will choose the ine
evitable sgreement in preferencé
to the Inevitable confllict.

spproval ‘of “wo=
unions sRd otfi="

1In brief. Trieste hes sll the potentialities of war. Soms
Russians

conflict or Initiate it. However, if & puppst luA:,l’l i:‘:’lﬁé who

has & for
front man, the Russians mlght be delighted.
Capital Chaff

speech in Chicago. . . . Boh Hannegan; who
to regain his health, was 11l again lsst week 1
a strep throat. He is better now.

Northern Iran to investigeie the Red
* The Russian
... Parting sdvice which Randolph Chul

icans befors he
OFA." . Some pepple are

UDGE SAM ROSENMAN, sithough off the White House

pay roll, was the chief author of the President’s Army Day

went to Arizona

n Tucson with

.. . Two weeks

Minister Emest Bevin sent two mefmbers of Parilament to

3 army of ogcupation.

They are still.sitting in Tabriz weiting for travel permits:

commander won't let them through... . .

Wallace Murray, American Ambassador to Iran, is.quite 1l
renill gave

sifled from New York wes: “Abolish the

wendering it youhg Onumgm wesn't

want—

Dougles nssailed
“flight -time” and checking” a8
fiying fellow officers,on' dates: slso’ criticized

u;a kty-pe of clothes _lssted. officers and :snlisted
Alaska, - i L
Enlisted men stationed at Ladd Field, near |
the Tisavy A

the

Alsgita; were not permitted to' wear
and furs issued to officers; Dotglas sal
ihat be were afteld some visting gen
- for officers.” . An'a reault. he
I trom the ditetise Alaskan
“It-dld:us:no good 1o &
Foreign. - afi our muil from Alasks wa
. Gen. Doolittle said
that' et v

to Ame:



