we must have.

shirtx golf- balls—these things are

r¥, of course, but delay in their pro-

ot will not swell tragedy. as the delay

providing shelter for the homeless al-
ady has.

The Government. momuz belatedly io
channel the nation's entire construction
effort into the building of low- and

- medium-cost homes. is following the only
cotirse open to it. It may be that existing
Federal restrictions have prevented the
‘building industry from voluntarily meet-
ing its clear obligation in the housing
field, but, at this reading, that argument
“is Jargely scademic. The hard fact is that
private builders have failed to produce
‘hoemes In any appreciable quantity on their
own initiative, but they have managed to
Bulld & good manv commercial struetures
;despite the shortage nf labor and ma-
terials.

Many factors have worked {n create this -

condition. and there is little point in
nsme-calline and fincer-pointing at this
‘late date. We are pleased to note that
““an informal survey of Charlotte builders
<this week turned up only one all-out critic
‘of the Government's plan ta give first
*‘priority to housing. There were many who
regarded the project. and ifs accompany-
ing tangle of red tave, as distasteful. but
there were few who questioned the neces-
. sity for It

However, the system of priorities. ne
matter how well enforced it may be. can-
not produce the millions of new dwellings
There is another hard
fact yet to be faced — inflation already
exists in the building field. Building costs
‘have risen (and again. it doesn’t particu-
larly matter whose fault it was) until it

no longer possible to bulld an adequate

“there is an emergency in

‘house™ for 35.000 or less, whlch is the price
level the vast majority of the homeless can
meet. In time competition will force
‘building costs down again. but not even
the most sanguine private builder foresees
any marked reduction for many months
to come. How, then. are the millions of
veterans. wha are everybody's first con-
cern. to purchase houses at going prices
even after material. and labor are made
avallable?

The Administration’s answer is ?ed—
eral subsidies, designed to take up the
slack between the normal value of the
house to be built and todays inflated
building costs. It's an imperfect solution,
of course, but there is every reason to be-
lieve it would accomplish the essential re-
sult.

The House of Representatives rejected
the subsidy plan without offering an
alternative of any sort. It agreed to the
asic premise of the Housing Bill, that
housing suf-

nt to justify temnorary Federal regu-
tation of private building. but removed
the machinery that would make such
regulation possible. The Senate will doubt-
less restore subsidies, and perhaps the
House will recant—but in the meantime
Rome construction remains at a stand-
stil while the total of homeless climbs at
a frichtening rate.

From the beginning there has been &
tendency on the part of everyone con-
ecorned——private builders and the Govern-
ment—to treat the housing shortage as
‘hough it were some minor, temporary
roblem that would soon take care of it-
seif. We have rarely indulged in a more
rostly pipe dream. We shall not begin
to make progress at solving the maonu-
mental housing problem until we recog-
nize it for what it is—an acute domestic
emergency zs grave as any we have faced
in il our history.

s An Old, Familiar Pattern

MERICA s a big country, with room
for many diverse opinions, and it was
inevitable that somebody would appear
_sooner or Iater to defend Francisco Franco
inst the State Department's recent at-
fack. It is disturbing but not surprising,
find the Spanish dictetor upheld in
Columbia, the monthly publication of The
of Columbus, which carries on its
‘masthead the line: “The Largest Catholic
sgagine in the World.”

- To-Fohn Donshue, Columbie’s editor. the
State Department’s detafled exposition of
Franco’s long flirtation, and sometime ac-

ive ‘collaboration with Hitler and Mus-

is nothing more than “an attempt
‘smear 'a smell nation that is a threat
‘ne'one and wanis to be left to work
probiems in peace.” To Mr. Dona-

ns a sort of hero because
ended “the relgn of terror” of
r Front with a terror

iunist Russia, This, we' gather, outweighs
fact. that” Franco was rather more

, who bragged openly that they
using Spain as & proving ground for
their new weapons. The fact that Spain

‘view, to “demolish” the StaLe Departmems
_case against Franco.

The Columbia editorial purports to be an
‘examination of the facts. But in all the

black record of the Falange. the editor can
find nothing against the little dictator
excent that “Franco, with a gun at his
head, spoke softly to the Nazis . . ." The
horrors of the Spanish Civil War, which
enabled Franco to usurp the political
powers he still holds today? To Mr. Dona-
hue that was merely “a bloody rough-
and-tumble (in which) he crushed the
Communist bid to take over Spain.” The
Spanish divisions tHat fought as units of
the Germany army on the eastern front?
The Spanish submarine bases used by
Germany and Italy during the critieal
Battle of the Mediterranean? Franco's
public profession of faith in the Nazi
ideology after which he modeled his own?
These facts were apparently not considered
important enough to be included in Colum-
bia’s summary.

None of this would matter particularly "

if it did not involve the repetition of a
painfully familiar pattern. The Catholic
church hates and fears Communism, with
good cause, and in the years when World
War II was in the making this blind fear
led the Vatican into active support of
Fascist governments. The bloody lessons
of the last six years should have proved
beyond debate that this was trading evil
for evil, but here is the largest Catholic
magazine in the world presenting “Uncle
Sam in the role of bully" because the
American government made public the
dark record of a dictator who happens
also to be 2 Catholic. Fighting Communism
is one thing; embracing & Fascist because

-& few of his victims happened to be Com-

munists is quite another,

If Columbla reflects popular, or official,
Church opinion, we can only conclude that
the blood of & good many hundred thou-
s?;ld Catholics has recently been shed in
vain.

The‘Law And T!w Color Line

'DDGE LUTHER HAMILTON is a spade-
caller. He began his term of Superior
Court here, as s the usual custom, by re-
maﬂdng upon Mecklenburg's reputation for
Publicly condeinning aleohol and privately
consuming it, and expressed the opinion
that the county 15 about as ‘sinful as any,
ABC or probition. he-has visited in the
course of his judicial career.

< 'That, of course. was largely conversation,
Ut yesterday Judge Hamilton, faced with
“one ‘of the most shocking’
ever heard, took equally forthright judicial
action.-He ordered the maximum sentence
or e white man charged with attempting
bu Tape a 10-year-old Negro girl.

There was a plea of guilty, and a further
lea. for leniency on the ground that the
accused had only a fourth grade educa
“THere 15 no doubt in my mind" said
Jndge, “that this man knew right from
and he knew it was wrong to molest
‘of tender'age . . "

ad been no. suggestion that the

of vietim and the accused had any
o5 the case, but Judge Hamiiton
nt out et some Jength that
guardian of the citizenry,

nf the color Ime‘ To ' the

IU's a warning we're glad to repeat. The
theory, now accepted by almost all South-
ern whites, that men are equal before the
law regardless of color or creed, is too
often abused by lenient judges. Judge
Hamilton. handing down the maximum
sentence allowed him under the law and
going out of his way to express his horror
at the nature of the crime, has rather
dramatically put the theory to practice.

It is by no means certain that the G. L.
on a. foreign strand would b€ happler
here. Thanks to the .housing scarclty, it
now is possible to be homesick at home.

A critic of the comic magazine a5 a
steady diet feels that it arrests the mental
maturity of our young. The boy of today,
he greatly fears, Js the boy of tnmorrow

It is odd that Mr. Ickes should be “con-
fused,” since it seems perfectly apparent

Mr. Pauley never said ‘what .he sald—or,-

anyway, dldM mean what he meant.-

It was a famous vietory for Bowless the
one-man_backfield against.inflation. With
the coagh's kind ‘permission;  battered
Chester will auntlnue o ca.rry the

People’s Platform

The Implication W as Unfair

HAMLET
HE result of the referendum on whethier or not

Rockingham County, N. C., would &uthorize ABC
liquor stores to be"established in her borders surely
must have been 2 bitter pill for Burke Davis to gulp
down. ‘The writer has watched the unusual campaign
conducted through the colums of Tne NEws, especially
Davis' arguments. THE NEws through its edtlorial as
well as its reportorial staffs bas a perfect right to
advocate that form of so-called liquor control, but I
was amazed at Davis' article purporting to report
the result of this campalign.

Tt is absolutely ridiculous to state that six thou-
sand slx hundred and twenty voters of Rockingham
County voted to continue bootlegging in their county
and bis slurs at the Christian ministry of. the county

the voters, at least, believe the Vatlcan to be a tem-
poral power,
There is the jtem that.some of the people un-
der the *control” of the Vatican are in this coun-
try, but so are Communists, and we deal with Stalin!

t it is the hierarchy of the Catholic Chubeh,

that is condemned by the Baptists as they (the
Beptists) proudly say that every church is an au-
thority unto itself, and no direction comes from the
powers that be! Pardon me for slamming the Bap-
tists (your religion, I believe), but in that they are
slightly hypocriticall Not entirely, but, to consider
one part, the Baptist Training Union. I was a mem-
ber of & BTU for some elght months, and while
that may not be enough to give me the facts, i did
give me this picture. There is @ standard program,
with the discussion In the middle. ORrams are

1s, to be mild in stating it,
—¥. E. McLAUGHLIN,

LENOIR
'E AM amased at the biased news reporting of Burke
Davis. 1If ever the liguor interests had a faithful
friend it is Burke Davis. In giving the results of the
Rockinghar-referenidum on ABC stores, he still taints
his news report with his own avowed wet convictions.
He says: “Roused by a heli-fire and brimstone cam-
peign from, the pulpits, the people of Rockingham
County voted over aturday to
the bootleg system and bar the legal lquor stores.”
In the name of honesty and decency, can't we read
the news of our state without having the sulphuric
and biased opinions of the reporter Injected into it?
It is still fllegal to bootleg and no ballot contained
any phraseology implying that any Rockingham citi-
zen was voting to make hootlegging legal, or even to
condone it fllegally. This rum-soaked statement of

r. Davis casts reflections upon every law-abiding '

and conscientious cltizen of Rockinghem County, who
does not favor legalized liquor or un-legalized liquor,
It is O, for & booze agent when he
writes his liquor interests articles, but it's unethical
and & black mark on news reporting standards to
write as he did on Mondey.

Mey T further edd it iil becomes the editors of
THE News to add their say at the end of the letters
written to The People’s Platform. This too is most
unfair, end the column was not Intended for you to
inject your wet views or any other views. It's for
the public. Your columns are over to.the left. How
about staying in your own backyard?

—REV. A. C. KISER
PASTOR, FIRST ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

(NOTE: We trust Mr. Kiser will forgive us for
climbing the fence to make an apology.
of words in the opening paragraph of Mr. Davis'
article was unfortunate. ,He did not intend, mer do
we, to imply that the anti-ABC voters of Rocking-
ham were consciously in league with the hootleggers
of that community. Such an implication is as un«
founded, and es patently unfsir, as the inference thet
we. who favor ABC. as a measure of control, are
tools of the liquor interests.—Eds, THE Ncws.)

A Baptist Hierarchy?
; CHARLOTTE
}‘ was reading tonight's. paper in which the Catho-
He Church' again came up for, extensive remarks
ending with your comment. I personally can not ses
why you think that it i5'a violation of the uradition~
al separation of church and state for the U. 8,
maintain. diplomstic representatives ip the Vnucﬂn.
" In our forelgn pollcy, e frequently have to deal
with governments that not _democratic, even
thouglh our constitution provides that wo shafl have
s republic. 11 one concedes to the Catholic Church
and to the Pope in the Vaticen any temporal pow-
er, then why not treat it as s temporal power? Of
course, if it has no temporal power, then it is not
Tight to deal with it. But the action of the voters in
1928 with Al Smith would lead us to believe that

Drew Pearson’s o
M erry-Go-Rbund ®

WABHINGTON'
STORY behind thz retent’ White Ho'uu vlsll of GOP. Rep-
resentative  Willidm - Lemke = 6f - North  Dakota is’ ‘that

.The choice

quarters, and while in theory, they
nieed not stick to the program, they aiways did! I,
and some others in the group, felt that if the pro-
gram were modified so as to provide more time for
discussion, it would be more helpful to us all, But
every time that Lhe matter was mentioned, by me
or by some.of s, the director alwnyzs ans~
wered - that to chinge would keep it

“Standefd” Unlon! To my naive

peared to be a hierﬂrnhy of sorts. Mot too different
from the Catholic Chur

WANTED LOYALTY

In the first : place,

someone n the Navy Depl ent

who ‘would be :bsoluhly loyal:ta
him. - Pauley,
lieved, would be able to resist:ihe
blandishments and the pers
of the admirals, %

Secondly, the Prexidem. heumd
that Pauley would have the ruth-

the . President \be-; lieved

lessness, the drive and -the caps- el began.

city to push through unification In
spite of the opposition of the mex
who wear the stars. He had feen
impressed with Pauley's. performe.
ance as head of the Repsr
Mission
the President had the hearty sup-
port of W. Averell Harriman, then
Ambassador to Russia. Hﬂrﬁmmv
newly appomm Ambassador  to
England, Pauley" 8 drive
and ummy

‘When Pauley was: de[&md it
was In one sense s defeat for unl-
fication. Or at any rate, the going
would be tougher for unifichtion.

The admirals have become ex-
traordinarily bold. They do -mot
hesitate to go to thelr allies on
Capitol Hill to circumvent the ex-

'ssed wishes of their Command-~
er-in-Chief.
‘ADMIRAL' VINSON

They have, of course. very im-
portant allles. One is Rep. Carl

Samuel Grafton

Mmawonmupom“

Thet is the present propaganda
line of the clique of
run the Na:
‘Thopping mad and the issue sooner
or later will come to a showdowa:

Great What-Is-It

NEW YORK

BIECTION has been made to °
one of thesc dispatches, in
which 1t wes . declazcy that the
Security Council & & kind of par-
liament. My corréspondent —says
the Security Council is not a par-
lisment: i s really & Kind of

.My own rellglon: Taised us a nce
then, member st differens tmes ¢ o( Methodist, g
byterlan, and Baptist organization
ANK LEA JOHNSON

{NOTE: We repeal s has several edl-
tors, of several religions falths, The only Inbel Tam
News wears is Democratic, and you can spell that
with 2 lower-case “d” i you Hke.—Eds, THE News).

Up Tommy Atkins
CHARLOTTE
UST & little space In your paper in answer to Mr.

Magulre of March 20.

It is a fine time to be calling nemes now when
everybody else Is doing the same -to England -after
she fought ever so long by herself and held her
ground while Ireland looked on and laughed and
crltlciﬁcd y:x not giving a helplng hand to & nelgh~
bor. blame them so much for that but now
that e nnd s battered and torn and most of her
men: slaughtered people seem to take a delight in
kicking her further down.

Must Englishmen sweat blood to save Ireland
a5 well as their own country because if England feil
Ireland would fall too (don't forget that) and still
these people have to take the blame for things that
happened thousands of years back when Cromwell
and others presecuted Irelan:

I thank God for my Irish parents. They were
the kind of Irish that have love in their hearts for
everyone. They settled in Engmnd and that's where
I was born, s0 I know of what

I love my adopted country America “and 1 have
brogght up three. American children, but it.hurts
me-t6. the core to have all the slanderous remarks
about the English., I can't understand it. Can't we
ever forgive as Qur Blessed Lord forgave us. I have
yet to see any Englishman criticlze the Irish. I can
truly say there Isn’t any hatred in my heart for

anyone, not even the Maguires because I feel sorry -

for th
would like to see’ somewhere or sometime .
mue boost for all those Tommys who- fought. stde

‘by side with our boys and died with them.

~—ESTER B Aln

The'-People’s  Platform 'is auailnblc to any
reader who cares.to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewritten -if
possible, and on only la‘ne side ‘of -the pap .

The snswer perhaps ls that the
Security Councl i not “really”
like s=nything that i& familiar - to
us, or rl'cogntzablc it {5 & hybeid,

‘the clements of

physical weaknesses ~that go with
hybridity.

The Counc!l in several ways ad-
mittedly resembles & mere con-
ference. The veto power, for ex-
ample, to which so much objection”
is made, is & normal right in in-
ternstiona) conferences, each mems-
ber of which i3 usually free to

ave, or to Tefuse to sbide by

.the will of the others. But if the
Council s & mere conference, It
is alse one which la compelled to
meet at stated times, In permanent
quarters, snd to conduct its de-
bates in public; snd these  are
parlismentary characteristics. ‘And
there fs also the hybrid element:
so far as ‘the smaller countries,
which lack the veto power, ere
concerned. the Councll is not =
mere conference at all, but an im-
placable court of last resort. or
an unshorn House of Lords, or
consortium of Rreat nations,

CURIOUS COURT

And if the Security Councll is

eally a court, & curious
court, for 3t Is & court the .mem-
~bers of which are’ not ;wnmAm
impartiality, but ate.partial,

are rather expected to d~
i it is & court. ib-is & court which
is not bound.by: the rules- of evl
dence: it 15 also A coul

solemn - findings: are: subj
reversal by the: defendsat,.if it be
a_great nation. Tt is ‘a  court: each:
‘member of ‘which - serves:c3-judge;
Juror, . prosecutor, . defendant, . or

DOUBLE ANSWER

Perhaps we need a double ame-
swer to the question of wheéther
the Security Councll s 8 parilae
ment (or court) or merely: & oo
-tinuous— -{nternationsl:
and the smswer micht. bs thet
American opinion would like to:sse »
the Council trend more and more
in.the directien of bdn: s pariis-
ment (or court) while Run‘u
optnion | would like to
Councll become and r:m-ln = con~
Ie(enct

ericans. because of- owr

nistorlc Mmterest. in law, and pere
haps also because of our comfert-
able sense of majarity, stress ths
inatitutional charscter of the naw
agency. 85 & thing In itself, an
addition to the furniture of

to say what the Security Council
is, for one reasan, because it & i
Iact s king of imtemationsl crype

fralmng lmm idden
a(or]v of the fears which divide thl
worl
PATIENCE NEEDED

And the Council needs the help
of patient: men, who, instead of
making & pother about its shorte
comxnsa‘ including .the veto power,
will help it through -its - difficuls
process . of Ing.
mem of the. veto

¢ provides

slowly  works: its- way: nlong  tows

ard.
“institutional: form; it is: like keep.

ing: the :door op:an in" & ‘room

witness, all‘atthe same time, or .

_at.. successive: “momerits ,,
‘These : quallties” miakeé It ‘hard: to
concetve ‘of the Councll ‘as s jurl=
dicial mmg,%!onpmd jead us back !

Libel and
anything goes. “Each-letter must be signed, al-
though, in .exceptional cases and upon request,
we withhold . the writer: name

Tue  News, 5

Ghief of Staft aen,fmmnower
# Gén:: Hershey, Special: emphasls

e asked: to:work: out 8 soluuun

President Truiisn may lberalize .the drafting of ‘farmers in’

order: to-aid: the bumper :harvest so vusiiy heeded  this year,
te, Congressman told Truman that many
farms in: the  Northwest are critically short-handed “due ‘to
sons when they reach the age of eighteen.
of older ons
are nof returning: to
{tles instead.
mducbed,

‘The North Dak

the dx‘u{nng of ‘onl:
Lemke also pointed out that Jarge number:
who have m:rved in:the ‘armed forces
Lha !urm They are taking fancier jobs in
the  young brothv:rl are bcm
thou:h sorcly maded o thie s
‘Drafl Hoar

Atom Test.
HE . acientists h!d their
atomic

S cnntrolled-r;;ﬂmely the ‘méumnb lty of

“mere

- pllithe
Cowell i a cuurt of a

i hinaxsnr!

conrerencc o1
the

“and for

kind,’
is asaurcd}

the: small riatlons it

Truman May Defer Fa

i Se!ectlvc Se
81

5wl
farm’ workers,: he: said;: adding that the Army chief W
X ‘dratt boa)

very m and :
st{t\xﬂonllis\‘. of today is the mia

t 8BS 8
nations:  Who refuses to pt’e
‘Council.jolly thing toward w




