great and overwhelming victory
polls) for the Dry forces of Rock-

b“t that the wﬂl of the citizenry

Bince the triumphant Dry campaign in”

ingham may very well be emulated in
‘fecklenburg, it might be well to examine
.1t 'wss highly emotional, it was directed
ly. from “the pulpit, and there were
weral -new and disturbing wrinkles.
Schoo! .children, obviously “too young to
‘Have any faint idea what the shouting was
about, were used by church organizations
pickets, parading the streets with pla-
tards proclaiming, “A Vote For Liguor Is
B Vote Against Me.” Church organizations
ghecked off membership lists as they haul-
#d Dry voters to the polls in wholesale lots.
. &nd, two leading ministers, & Baptist and
Blethodist. posted the names of church
members who had signed the ABC petition
and condemned them from the pulpit.
‘Those whe favored ABC could counter
enly with factual arguments, citing the
gounty’s record for bootlegging and drunk-
enness under prohibition and asking for &
~ehance to coritrol the lguor traffic. (Vir-
ginis liguor pours into Rockingham just
88 South Carolina liquor pours into Meck-
lenburg.) Perhaps thelr organization was-
't thorough enough, perhaps they didn't
‘press their arguments with sufficlent vi-
gor. But we have an idea the vofe in Rock-
ingham was beyond logic; reason rarely
‘prevails 2gainst emotion when it is suffi-
elently inflamed. The facts in the case
were cbviously irrelevent to a churehman

who had decided to make 8 vstc against
ABC the price of admission w the Xing-
dom of Heaven.

Because Mecklenburg’s
predominzntly urban, and perhaps less
susceptible to the heutlre and brimstone
there
is smx R chance that Meck!snhurgs voters
may be allowed a chance to decide, the
ABC argument on its merits, which 15 all
we, who favor ABC, have ever asked. There
is a strong case against ABC, but theology
has nothing to do with it. The guestion,
which was lost to sight in Rockingham, is
control-—~can temperance best be promoted
by driving the liquor traffic underground or
by bringing it into the open, placing it un-
der rigid restrictions, and taking private
profit out of it? There is room for deeply
religious persons on both sides of that ar-
gument, plenty of room, and the effort to
drive a man from his church because of
the stand he takes on it strikes us 25 un-
Christian, to say the leest.

Consider the end product of a crusade
such as Rockingham’s churchmen waged.
Since the county came within 500 votes of
accepting ABC once- before, it seems cer-
tain that Saturday's two-to-one dry ma-
jority resulte@ directly from the tightly
organized church-sponsored campaign. Do
the ministers of Rockingham really belleve
they converted some 38,000 citizens by their
effort? Isn't there a chance that some, at
least, were persuaded to vote against thelr
private convictions by fear of public con-
demnation? Encouragement of hypoerisy,
it seems to us, is rather 2 high price to pay
for s political victory which will have little
bearing on the availability of liguor in
Rockingham.

A New Test Of Party Loyaliy

ENT TRUMAN, delivering an
avowedly political sddress on Jackson
Day, sclected his Housing Program as a
dest of Party loyaity. It was, we think, an
excellent cholce, for the basic lssue—the
responsibility of the Government for pro-
ik!xng adequate homes for veterans—is, or
should be, above the Ideclogical debate
that surrounds most purely social legis-

. , of course, has slresdy been
made In the House of Representatives. al-
ihotgh there now seems to be an excellent

Wm to om-fmm cellings; there is
every justification for Mr. Truman's aside
the effect thet the vote here involves
eholés between Party principle and the

“The ceiling, as pmmsed i5 the essence
dmp;kity. after & specified date the

W‘ELL cotton the last of the un-price-
controlled commodities, has passed 27
‘cents and is still on the way up. with brok-
ers-having trouble filling their orders. And
#til] the Cotton Congresamen proclaim that
_the OPA's half-hearted threat to clamp
o1 a cefling will be met by a battle to the

share The Atlante Journals puzzlement at
thie -feaction of our Congressmen to the
OPA’s . proposal to increase margin re-
uirements on the cotton exchanges.

~ Cotton speculators, not cotton farmers,
deal’ I margins. And the speculator was,

Batural enemy. As The Journal recalls:

Another Voice

work no hardship on individual home-
owners, who would still be free to el
their dwellings at inflated prices. It would
only prohibit speculation in dwellings, an
indefensible practice in these times.

The situation, however, is complicated
by the fact that the Southern Democrats,
who were the objects of President Tru-
man's appeal for Parly unity, are already
publicly committed. Eight members of the
North Caroling delegation — Reps. Kerr,
Barden, Cooley, Durham, Doughton, Ervin,
Bulwinkle and Weaver—voted against the
old-house ceiling. They will have to make
& complete about-face in order to meet
the President’s test of Demacratic loyalty,
which means a public admission of previous
error, no light penance for & politician,

If the rift in the Democratic Party is to
be made official, we can think of no more
appriate issue than housing to accomplish
it. Agreeing with the need for millions of
new low- and medium-cost dwellings, the
Republican - Democratic coalition rejected
the Admi ation's method of s B
ing the necessary construction. But when
the coalition failed to substitute any plan
of its own it took the argument bevond
method, and demonstrated its own bellef
that the Federsl Government hes no obli-
gatlon to veterans made homeless by virtue
of their military service. That considera-
tion, whether or not it provides an adequate
test of Democcratic loyalty, is golng to
afford several mijlion ex-servicemen with
a handy method of separating the sheep
from the goats next November. Mr. Tru-
man, in focusing attedtion upon it, is
taking up the one political weapon the
coalitionists have every rgason to fear.

Why, there 15 not & sHpperad and palsted
octogenarian nor a grammar school la
all_of Dixie, from the gently flowing o
tomac to the trickling Rio Grande, who
has not heard from press, platform and
pulpit all his life that it wes the specu-
2lors snd e nefarious exchanges which
kepl ‘the horny-handed sons of toll in
bondage more terrible than that of \‘.‘15
Israelites it Egypt.

There's not one of us but has been
taught by silver-tongued orators running
“for office’ that the New York and New Or-
leans Exchanges were hot-beds of inequity,
infested with Ramblers, whose sole purpose
was to extort by their speculative schemes
the very Mie-blood of the honest tillsrs
of th

To The Journal the career of the Cotton
Congressmen  proves that “times have
changed and 1946 is a Year of Revolution.”
It's all of that, perhaps something even
more portcntmfls It's beginning to look
like The Year The Leopard Changed His
Bpots.

A Resonant, Reverberating Keynote

ELECTION of Robert L. Doughton, now
serving his eighteenth term as Con-
an from North Carolina, as keynoter

¢ state Democratic convention strikes
oid, it often - disappointed, friend of
emily 45 a.stroke amounting almost
Farmer Bob has helped * two
administrations conduct the

haz had to devote a bit of attention to
the contour of his vineyard, he can see
around e corner.

And North Carolina Democracy currently,
as aforetime, really listens more readily to
its elder statesmen than to its visionaries.

The keynote at the next state conven-
tion will not be, we bet you,.a-series of
short yelps, but a reasonant reverberation
attesting to the lead dog's scént and sight
of the quarry.—-Greensbore Daily News.

Forgive us ‘our a&pathy,: but s public
Wiséd up “te’ the’ Fred .Alleni-Jack Benny
feud: just' can't seém: to:raise’ s tempera-

- ture ove‘r the Bevin-Vishinsky thing,

popilation s

Merry-Go-Round

PeaEl ’s Platform

Policies Of The

MONROE
J write to ask th® you not print the article I sent
“ you on March 17. I am asking this because I
know yoi are saving it until you can play it up
like you did my first article, You will recell that
you saved it for three weeks so you could play it up
as @ “cheerful little item for Brotherhood Week.”
Yet, replies to the erticle were printed in just o
few days. In an editor’s note to the article by the
snonymous writer, you stated thpt my article wes
intemperate and bigoted but that T hed as much
right to my opinlon as Father Coughlin . . . ect.
hese editors' motes were not only unnecessary but
were blows below the belt, and it Js quite obvious
that you are saving my last article for another such
blow. I would much ratner net have my articles
printed than to have them printed and condemned
by the editors, You dom't have & people’s platform;
you have an editor's platform. So, just destroy my
article, which I'm sure you will enjoy doing, snd
we'll let it go at that.
— ROBERT . McILWAINE

(NOTE: The flow of communications to The
Platform Is irregular; Winston Churchill's controver~
sial address at Fulton and Burke Davis' controver-
slal serles on the ABC stores brought it to flood
tide, and lately there has been e considerable delay
between receipt and publication. -

it s our policy, howéve \Mprioriw o
those letters desling with d  transient
topics, even when it means passing over equally
interesting but less timely communications. Mr, Mc-
Ilwaine's subject is the political influence of the
Ca!hc!tc Church, 2 tople several hundred years old
and likely to be with us for some time. There was
no dexiberazr Himing in the publication of his flrst
letter, nor does the delay in publishing bis rebuttal
stem from our disagreement with his views, We

50 post’)(mé’d publication of three pro-Catho-
lettes them critleal of Mr. Mecllwaine,
and, mcmenm]ly, of Tue News.

As to our footnotes—since we have thrown The
Platform open for the expression of any and all
opinions on any and =l subjects, we see fio valld
reason why we should exciude our own., True, the
footnote s the last word on any given dey, but it is
also true that there is always another day.

Mr. V[cllw!ines second communication follows.—
Eds., Tz New:

MONROE

NE of the chief objections to my article of Feb.

21 (Orders from the Vatican) s that it yells
fire when there is no fire. The editors, however, are
quite right when they say that it is a matter of
opinien as to whether or not there Is a fire.

I would Mke to give the opinion of Methodist
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, president of the Federal
Council of Churches of Christ in Americs, 088
who know much about Bishop Oxnam know that
he is not intolerant and certeinly not one to yell
fire when there ts no fire. In his Reformation Day

Drew Pearson’s e

can now be Hited.

. The excuse that the former New York Governor resigned
because of poor health wes mere “diplomatic double-talk.”
Actually, Lehman resigned becauss he was disgusted with
the deceit and fraud which:has surrounded the entire ques-~
tlon of feeding & hungry world, plus Herbert Hoover. Hoover

was the straw that broke Lehman's back,

Platform

address in Si. Loufs before 20,000 peo;
28, Bishop Oxnam sald in part ‘es follo

“The Protestant pledges himself to accept, and
in humility calls upon his Roman Catholic fellows
Chrlstlan to practice, a very simple principle of res
liglous liverty, ‘Do unto others as ye would be done
N - -

last Oct.

“Protestants have been subjected to serious mis- -

representations in the Roman Catholle press. When
Protestants have protested their protests have been
called intolerant.

“It is mot intolerance to protest against Roman
Catholle activities that seek, through boycotl, to
threaten mewspapers and therefore ta control them
in Roman Catholic interest. This Is to epdanger a
free press and to destroy clvil liberty.

is not intolerance to protest against actions
of c=rtaln Roman Catholic leaders to deny Protest-
ant ministers access to the radio by threatening sta-
ton owners with the 10ss of consumer support of
products advertise

“It 15 not folerance to insist upon séparstion of
Church and State and therefore¢ to object to the
use of public funds for private and sectarian edu-
cation,

"It is not tolerence to refuse to accept dictates
that would deny Frotestant churches the right to
engage In missionary work in other lands ab the
very moment the Romen Catholic Church saffirms
its right to carry on misslonary work in all lands.

“It is not Intolerance to protest against Roman
Cstholic support for the- Fascist regime of Franco

Spain when our sons dle to destroy Pascism every-
where and preserve Democracy for all mankind.

“It Is not Intolerance to point out that Pro-
testantism will oppose the Clericallsm that has
cuwed other lands.

is not imolemnce to insist that a church
mu% be 2 church, that it cannot be both church
and state, Protestants, therefore, oppose the estabe
lishment of diplomatic relations with the Vatican.

“It i5 not intolerance to point out the Roman
Catholic position on religlous liberty that in effect
means & demand for religious liberty when the Ro-
msn Catholic {5 in the "minority, but denles it in
practice where the Roman Catholic is in the ma-
Jority”

0, in the apinion of the president of the Fed-
eral Council, which represents about thirty miilion
Protestants in the United States, there i3 reésson to
belleve that there is s flre. Many other Protestant
and non-Catholic bodles, including various branches
of the Orthodox Church;. hold the same oplnion,
Of course, those who insist that there 15 no fire
Wlll not be convinced by any of this, but they will

have to admit that there are many who disagree
with them.
~——ROBERT E. McILWAINE

The People’s Plaiform {3 ovailable to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewrittea if
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obscenily will be deleted—otherwise
anyihing goes. Each leiter must be signed, al-
though, in exceptional cases and
%3 will withkold the writer’s nam&‘id&tan,

Douﬂcm. and that fo

In"his_chips, refusing - to
Truman Administration.

Diplomatic Victory i

upon request, -

port. . Lehman felt that many of ita dectsions were rnnkly‘v emlion
was being used:as & :wéapon: to in: Here 15 the 1n:)de stor hal
fluence the politics of certain nations:not friendly.to Eng~ na'sl:a
land. . Finally, when he saw he:had. lost: on all these fronts.
Lehmian, a gentleman and & loyal: Demacrat. politely . cashed
Issue: a critical: blast against the

msked  his

- noticed  how"
wdhawmy Itw‘smsbxve wm:

'l‘be OIO report nohes with :some
frankness, -the - USSR's * industrial
problems. Several references are
made to the acute shortage of
skilled workers. .

TRAINING PROGRAM

“Efforts are being made” says
the report, “to train workers as
tool and die makers, and the need
is such thet some of them are put
to work with only slx months’
treining instead of the slx years'
treining that the director consid-
ered normsl s a training period.
8ome Germans are being used on
skilled work snd for training pur-
poses, the director sald, but the
practice 13 mot general”

In private talks, some members
of the delegation were much more
frank. They were shocked st the
careless use of precision machinery.
‘They phserved many practices tha
were years behind industrial tech-
amology in this country.

The strong impression was that
German workers were of lstle-use
in Jjobs calling for skill. They
lagged on the job or they practiced
subtle forms of sabotage.

All this made such an impres-

Samuel Grafton

Inflation

NEW YORK

%/E HAVE HAD carnest warnings

thet i1 Congréss falls to re-
new peice controt (or if it renews
it with crippilng amendments: we
shall all suffer because we shall
huv: to pay more for food, clothes.
at'is true enoughi yet the
Tact that we might have to pay 5
cents for an ice~cream soda, ot 830
for a hat, is only one
inflation. The truth is that Con-
vess s playing with mors than
one fire; let us look st some of
the other potential blazes.

One effect of Congress dawdlin.
on price control, already obacrvlb}c
is that we canmot fulfill our
mitmenta for forelgn rekief. It has
just been reported that our major
imeat peckers have been sbie to

buy fewer anlmals than st any time
i a generatlon. since ihe striRe
.ended. We cannot set sside lard for
export if hogs don't come to mar-
«ket; end we cannot set aside grain
for famine relief if farmers keep it
to feed animals which
holding off the market in the ex-
pectation thet price controi will go
bust.

MAY I DEADLINE

The Administration is reported
{0 have set May 1 as the deadline
for Congressional renewal of the
Price Control Act: t even that
means we shall be uhable to fill
our quotas for wheat exports dur-
ing the next six weeks (the most
critical period, tag end of Winter):
primary producers will wait unttl
it is certain that price control will
be rtenewed before they will sell
freely; and it Is as true as true can
be that each day of delay on re-
newing price control means an
avoldable nrid!ﬂr\rﬂl dav of starva-
“tion some ¢ in the world.

Second. V\e are in some danger of
losing the export markets to which
we look forward, in part, for our
postwar prosperity, Mr. Bernard
Baruch warned us salemnly,-in his

~ recent re~issue of his famous First
World War report, “American In-
dustry in the War," that & postwar
price’ rise,. sufficlent . to- make. it
hard for other countries to buy our
goods, constitutes:a:.major - post~
war economle danger.. and: could
cost - us markets - forever. - But our

. b
Mlt%mﬂdmtw bre 1

3>ccxv of .

they are *

e wes Involved than.the fact that Hoover was given
permission to make = food survey of territory which UNRRA
had salready carefully surveyed. - Lehman was Frankiin Roese-
velt's close friend and Herbert Hoover was one:of Franklin
ROOSQVERE bitterest enemies.

e dey after Hoover’s appointment was snnounced,
Lehman recalled to friends the way: Hoover used relief for
political purposes after the last war,.and he was convinced
that Hoover would repest the same errors:in:1946;

n was not. even :consulted - regarding  Hoover's ‘ap-
pointment.
consulied, Henry  Wallace; protested : vigorously.: But in the
end, he' went along:as & “good. soldier” under. urging: ﬂ‘om
President Truman -and Escretnry of:

DURIN’(} the heyday of the. Roosevelt Admlnlstuuon. Vice-
President Jack . Garner gave a dinner for the ‘late Wil
Régers -at> which - the ‘cowboy humor(st‘ commentl.ng onin

‘The one  Roosevelt : Cabinet  member : who wus'

fortheoming
“This " country ‘has won' every. wur, but lost every con-

ference.” .

Last  internat. nce sed:
" at’ Savannah;. Ga. 8t which the : United’ States’ won- évéry.
single: rotind. It was: the first: world: monetary conference,
and the man:responsible Tor the American vietory wa as
hltdnl Freq Vinson; Secretary of :ths “Treaslify.

His ch 7 baitle was over. e lm:abio‘n ‘of ‘the

lan - Th

Long On' Verge

t\md xoem,ed i Yerk; bul
in Wnsmngcon When he ﬂmny u-:ed

VEN bétore f.hc Hoover ap) nt, however, L

was on the verge. of resigning. For. momhs he ‘had been

(1} wO polulc
“But during: the war," shot back
a largc mi i worklng on e

warnlng that world famine was
for f ral’,lcning d - chi

d at h-mer Gov-

ce. had wi
dile fears: for the rest of the i world : while duck(ng mt(onmg

rled
that this amount Wm&d Apell bhe dil’(crnnce bab
duth for 10,000,000 ps i

1ns
‘compossd of Canadian; Brmzh
which hu a vﬂ'tu&l ‘death m

et croco-: i

blank check: they signed:
gave Edwird: R. Steftinius:s
delegate to the World' Securl

ers) pald h!sh tribute to' ihe dem-
ocratic ideal,

“‘We must break down ‘the pro
pagandsa that you heve no’ democ-
racy 85 we have, he sald”

HOST PUZZLED .

There were speeches In the same
veln from those of the faithful
who looked on Moscow ps & Mecen”
of humsn perfectibiiity, “At thé
final banquet of the eight-day tour,
two members of the delegation got
into & viclent srgument that alé
most delevoped into fistieuffs over
the relative merita of the USA sad

2 is development great-
ly puzzled the delegetion’s Russlan.
hosts,

On sound grounds the zeport
urges & more frequent exchange of
visltars between the two countrles.
But the visitors ought to be able
to see through ideology to reality
if the exchange i3 to bring the t\o
countiles closer together.

Dangers

Congressmen, who 0 often flop on
their faces before mention of the
great name of Baruch in other eon-
nections, ’ffect not to hear him at
all in this field.
CTHER COUNTRIES
1t should be noted that there &
no price control lssue in other
e

Iy to export trade: and In Cane
. at least, officials have the en-
Qnglng nebit of bosrding up & shon

* or store which violates price “eafl

ordering the sheriff tF
coll Bt out
Third. Congressm*\al Dungling of

s of conmcnce T
32 which put the Tie-

blicans depend 00 neavil
“swing of the pendulum.” such

xht cause the public, agitated by
inflation. to rd them
aeainst the

t the least. 2 vast
rikes and In inde-
vendent political activity. The left -
a6 had no very demanding do-
mestic program these last few=
vears: inflation would give it ane:
and the effect would be, not to re-
verse the trend which began in
1232, but to renew it. Conservative
apinion would have about as much
chance for success In an inflatlon-
ridden America ns it has today in
inflatlon-ridden ‘Paris and Bucha-
rest.- Inifistion -here mezml nn end
to codsillation, and ahatpest
possible thbcmna of lhe . Tight=
left clea
»FiF‘TS Oi‘ !lFE
saber ‘factz < of - Hfa.
'\nrlh the constderation of tne boys
who are. playing . with . fire; piiv
worth the :-consideration. . also;
some _well-meaning - commentators
0 &8 Warning - us’ inadequately
that eggs might .go up tebi or. twen-
cv cem.s if price control s hotched:
= price Flse'is onty one of ‘the 2
e({ects of -inflation;:the trouble s . f
not . only that eggs cost more, but
thatthe ‘very nature:of: the' world
in:which men try to buy: snd: &it
eggs undergoes’ & Sudden !md 4
resmume mx!formauun.

Lehman Quit Partly Because Of Hoos

WASHINGTON
VI‘HE tight vell of secrecy which surrounded the resigna-
tlon of Herbert Lehmsn ss director-general of UNRRA




