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BR/E can think of no political event
" likelyito have less immediate effect
orth Carolina than the decision of
e Wisconsin Progressives to return fo
Republican fold after twelve vears af
Miependence. | Still. the sdmission by
ung Bob La Folletie that there is hitie
dture ‘for the Progressives  ajone, as
affiliate of the Democrats. prompied
hough it may have been bv lncal con-
i v m the

ives departed from
camp tweive vears ago they
@ so because it appearcd that the hope-
sly reactionary Republican Party was
1 currents
n running in Ameriea. The New Deal
and wigorous, and the once-
Democratic Party, nexly
mic and
astonnding
expedient in

A)ccialApmgmm. had had an
ival. It wasnt politically
Republican Wisconsin Tihe state )
i gone Democratic since 18921 to adopt
. but it seemed the clear
any politician whe
principles to climb  aboard
w Deal bandwagon. It might be noted
passing that the decision of the Pre-
essives to break clean with the Republi-
ns was an act of political honesty that
ight well be emulated today by the dis-
ected Democerats of the South)
In 1934 the liberalism of the New Deal
urnished the Progressives with a motive

the

Y7HEN Charlotte’s new Zoning Commis-
sion held its initial meeting a cou~
ple of weeks ago, we wrote a gloomy little
ltorial noting that an atmosphere of
reat seemed to hang over the proceed-
. Several of the members had been
ed as wondering if it would really be
ble to pass a set-back law banning
ngs closer than 25 feet to the center
‘downtown streets, and we concluded
the errors of the past were spilling
into the future.

e are more than pleased, however, to
pifer the Zoning Commission an apology,
h it has not asked for. It appears that
were simply dering their
5 8t their initial session, not aban-
ng sll hope of solving them. They have
e geclared themselves in favor of 8
d set-back ordinance to apply to all
tions of the city, and they have even
d upon-City Council to take immediate

shelved pending their final action.
may be some time in compleiing
final report, they explained. and they
builders now initiating construction
uid be covered by & set-back law.

he Glass House We

T i& becoming an established custom for
Lvisiting jurists. arriving in Mecklenburg
preside over Superior Court, to publicly
8 horror over the state and extent of
eriminal docket. Judge Luther Hamil-
ig the latest; he, like a good many of
predecessors, opened a court session
3. week by remarking upon the contrast
n the County’s reputation for piety
d its astounding crime rate.

rhaps Judge Hamilton makes too
afich of the obvius irony inherent in
harlotte's reputation as the City of
‘hurches, and also as the homicide capital
the South (sometimes.of the nation’.
there is no reason to question his
igment that the eternally crowded Su-
lor Court docket is “perfect testimony
what the citizens of this community
nk of law and order.”
The remarkable thing about these ju-
licial indicements. handed down with in-
_ereasing infrequency. these days, is that
hey produce no perceptible reaction. No
triots arise to scream. “It isn't so”. or to
mn the jurists as meddling outsiders
king to besmirch the fair name of an
standing community.

Another Voice

nothing can be done about the betray-
:al of Democratic policy and prestige by
uthern representatives of the party in
gress, at least the brand of a politi-
aily {llicit relationship mav be applied to
‘And this is what Robert E. Hanne-

may see pretty.clearly the frusira-
and desperation which impel “the
sirman of the Democratic National Com-
tee, whose obvious function it is to keep
party lines intact against the common
to stand up and publicly stigmatize
coalitlon of Southern Democrats with
11 but s0lid Republican phalanx to de-
: every 1tem of progressive legxslatmn

his source, but a timely and a-

“into" the hands of Republicans
Wer to destroy a program which

Pity The Homeless Progressives

for - departing from Republican ranks.
That motive has now vanished: the New
Deal, although its principles still receive
Hp service from the Truman Administra-~
tion. no Jonger exisis. Bob La Folleite,
perhaps beine kind, remsrked that the
Demncratic Party “is stalled on dead
center.” It's an apt description: the
pressure from the left nullifies the pres-
sure from thr right and the Demncratic
Administration has lost all forward mo-
ton.

But if the Progressives are abandoning
a Party without a program (thelr inde-
pendence was tantamount to formal af-
filiation with the Democrats) they are
joining a Party in similar condition. Just
as it did in 1934, when it became un-
bearable to Bob La Foliette and his fol-
low the G.OP. stands today only for
opposition to the New Deal and all its
works. and a sort of wistful desire to re-
turn to the never-never land that vanished
forever while it was last in power,

The Progressives ave certainly under no
delusion that the G.O.P. has suddenly
adopted their liheral principles, or is
likely to. At a time when their own Pro-
gressive movement clearly can neo innger
stand alone, they were faced with a choice
of joining a rapidly disintegrating Party
that has lost its old vision, or a Party
that never had one. It was an obvious

act of political wisdom, and a fairly
simple task. to pick the winner in the
national elections of 1948.

The Commission Wasn’t Set Back

This is heartening indeed. for despite ali
the arguments that can be brought against
widening downtown streets .{the principai
one, of course, is expense) it is clear that
the job eventually will have to be dane if
we are to solve our worsening traffic prob-
lem. If new structures are allowed to go up
along present building lines in the period
of construction now beginning the chance
of eventually opening up through streets
will become that much more remote.

As a matter of fact. we have been favor~
2bly impressed by the manner in which
the Commission has gone about all its bus-
iness thus far, and we have an idea the
report it finally turns in to Council will be
& valuable contribution to the town's fu-
ture progress. if the commissioners are
willing to face up to the problems of

t idening in such a forthright man-
ner there is 1o reason to believe they will
beg the other decisions that will certainly
bring criticism down upon their heads,
Starting out 30 years late to set up an ade-
quate zoning plan for a city as big as this
one is @& tough job, and it will take a
tough-minded Zoning Commission ito do
it. It begins to look as though we've got it.

Live In

Yet these blasts are printed by the news-
papers under rather large headlines. and
they are presumahbly read by as many
Mecklenburgers as, say. the reports on
bank clearings and ‘postal receipts which
prove our prosperity. But we have never
been asked to soft-pedal them By a com-
mittee of Boosters willing to admit the
truth of the allegation but convinced that
t's better not*to discuss our shortcomings
in public.

Are we no longer concerned over ihe
strange spectacle we present to the out-
side world? Have we broken so many panes
in our glass house we no longer care what
the neighbors think? Are we even becom-
ing perversely proud of our reputation for
lawlessness and violence?

The complete lack of embarrassment at
Judge Hamilton's charges indicates an ob-
vious answer to these obvious guestions.
The meaning of the community’s reaction,
or lack of it, is clear—atrophy of the pub-
lic conscience makes reform impossible,
and we'll be hearing Judge Hamilton's re-
frain repeated many, many times in the
Yyears to come.

In The Course Of Reaction

ners, the two of them together sufficient
to carry the ddy for reaction on any test,
one may feel with the shocked Mr. Hanne-
gan that he has seen’ everything.

The latest disclosure is the joint action of
the two groups to fight the 85-cent mini-
mum wage bill, and slmultaneously to pile
up more obstacles to price control. An ef-
fort by Chester Bowles to stop speculation
in cotten futures, which tends to force up-
ward the price of the sick and pampered
staple, is opposed by Southern Senators;
and because the Price Administration is
involved. they can count on their Repub-
lican associates.

Thus, they drive on in the course of re-
action—on the one hand denying better
standards to the 'wage-earning masses of
their region; on the other, furiously fight-
ing to inflate the profits of the dominant
vested interest of the South.

No principle appears involved, except the
principle of like-minded reaction. That the
majority of Southern Democrats in Con-
gress are nothing loath to serve the pur-

though aware that the purpases are those
of political expediency; is something in-
deed to draw the indignant protests of the
party’s chief of -staff.—Louisville Couriers

Journal. i .

‘poses of their party's opposition,’ even’

People’s Platform

The Redcoats

- CHARLOTTE'

WO years ago 1 sent the enclosed copy to another

newspaper and they failed to publish it. I feel

1t s rather a proper time to ask for its publication.
Charlotte, N. C,, March 24, 194¢.

Diplomacy Is an "art.” and “art is the applica=
tion of skill to bring about successfully some deter-
mined results . A statesman is one skilled in the art
of government and public affairs. A politiclan is &
fertilizer to promote the growth of a political party.
and as a rule, is surrounded with the same sort of
an odor, as the fertilizer. As Disraeli sajd "In politics
nothing is contemptible,” and the mare contemptible
are the materials which the politicians can inject
into his efforts, the more,successfully is he rated as a
trie politician and & perfect dealer from the bottom
of & marked deck.

n Wendell Willkie's slatement of this date he
claimed that the reason he was not elected in 1940,
was because the GOP had not the endorsement of
Britain, so, we are now realizing and admitting that
our polltical parties are under the contral of the
British Imperial Government, and if we were as close
as Is Ireland, we would be served the same dosc as she
is forging into India, Egypt, and Austra .

Speaking again of this British mIluence let us
BO bacl\ 10 the Peace Conference at Versailles when

vesident Wilsan, whose ambition was to become
the Prmdem of the League of Natlons, was pleaded
with by a delegation of Ifish Americans to support a
plan for recognifion of the Irish Republic, he renl-
ized that Lord Georges' support was indispensable
for his realization, that af becoming the President of
the League of Nations, therefore he refused the re-
quest of the delegation, We can also consider os a
fact that the matter of the Armistice and that this
wes nm a U. 5. home grown product.
is the proper time for the United Stales to
let, Eng\aud know we are more capable of running the
affairs of our Government in a more satisfaclory
manner than i she had any of her blnod-seaked
fingers in our political mess. She will assume the
position in all Ewopean matlers ss the Toll Tender
on the bridge of her own building to convey 1o us
(United States) the right answers written in “pure
English” for all mau brought up through European
discussion, but whe 2lin speaks and tells her with
no gentle kick In bhr‘ seat of her prestice, down will go
the bridge and we will have fo then talk direct. as we
should be now dolng to our own State Department.
and this untainted by English high powered diplo-
macy and English autocracy veices, It may be part
of “Mr. Churchill's” deep diplomacy” to attempt to
scare Russia with the Atlantle Charter, which as I
understand it. is pothing but a gentleman’s agree-
ment between Roosevelt and Churchill. If 1t be-
comes his purpose to do this, it will produce a very
trylng situation in the relationship of the United
siates and Russia.

And let us not fail to remember the “crime of
1876 in which England forced the United States on
to a gold standard when she ‘had the control of the
gald markets. and now she s again trying to shift the
silver standard on ta the world for her own special
reasons, and the Alabama claims are not so ald, nor
15 ihe English corner on rubber. follawing the close
of World War T, and, cast your eyes over the red ink
éntres of our financial accounts,

1 feel that England should go along with the |

United States with her tin cup in her hand. providing
she divarces herself from her Coleninl and Imperial-
istic policies, but why, for the love of common sensc,
<hould we iel her lead the band and us play second
fiddle o England or in fact lo any other nation m
our present world. Let us nol go down in the Warld's

History as the “World's Greatest Sucker Netion” of

Drew Pearson’s o

M erry-Co-Round e

Cardinal John Glennon of St. Louls,
cussions with Prime Minlster
O'Kelly, President of the Irish Free

Britain,
Mu ch

sincerely hoped Congress would approve it.

which is dependent on Britain for most of jts trade.

Note—Ireland ships larze quantitles of * butter,

ham, and other farn products to the British nmrke'z, slso

linen.

Expensive Jackson Dinner

Ireland Favors U.

WASHINGTON
HEN Former Congressman Joseph B. Casey of Massa- However,
chusetts, now a TWA executive, was in Ireland re-
cently fo attend the memorial services for the late
he had several dis-

Eoinon ' Dc Valera and_ Sean
te. He espectally

telked about the proposed $4400.000. 500 0. 5. town 1o, Grea

to Cﬂse_\ s surprise, both De Valera and O'Kelly
told him that they strongly favored the British loan and
The loan would
greatly help the economic stability of Great Britain,
Trish leaders argued. and this in turn would aid Ireland,

Are Coming

all times! .

Since I wrote the above God gave us the atomic
bomb, as the chief of palice, our guaranteer of peace,
supplies the palicemen with the best of fire arms, 50
Iet us for God's sake hold it and quicken the coming
of His Kingdom and Peace.

¥, MAGUIRE.
NOTE: Up Dev! Sure. and we'd been wonders
ing what ever became of the I.R.A—Eds, THE News.)

Greek Independence
NEW YORK, N. Y.

N March 25th, Greek Independence Day will be

celebrated again. Calavryta, the birthplace of
the Modern Greek State. where, on March 25, 1821,
Germanos, Bishop of Patras, unfurled the banner on
which the Greek chieftains swore to fight to dw 1E<t
man until the overthrow of the alien yoke. i5 now ons
of the numerous Greek fawns bumt to the gro\md bv
the Axis hordes, & teegic reminder of the incredible
sacrifices of the Greek peaple for the cause of free-
dom and human decency.’

It is generally agreed that Greece's herole resist-
ance to the overwhelmingly superior- forces that
overran her soil in the Winter of 1940-41 upzet the
Axls_timetable and forestalled fhe German drive to
the Red Sea and the Persien Gulf. saving the Middle
East for the Allies, delaying the German atteck on
Russia. and immeasurably contributing to the ultis
mate victory of the United Nalio

The least Greece could expect is that her modest
and just claims be recognized At the fortheoming
Peace Conference, because, to quote the former Un-
dersecrelary of State Sumner Wriles. “justice for
Greece not only is a guestion of gratitude but a neces-
ity for world peace.” Vet, 125 vears after the deelata-
tion of Modern Greek Independence, territories which
ethnologically and historically form part of the Gres
heritage—Iihe Dodecanese Islands. Northern pius,
Cyprus—still remain outside the Greek Stafe, await~
ing to be incorporated swithin the fold of their mother
country,

DR, N. G, MAVRIS.

President, Panhellenic Committee.

Antidete For Anger
CHARLOTTE
READ some time ago R. J. Wadn's article of the
ans' anger and the Whispering on the
streets of civilians.

Mr. Wade_should read Willard Waller's “Why
Veterans Ate Bitter” and read President Roosevelt’s
prayer o the American people When wor was des
clared. I hope every one kept thet prayer. Then
My, Wade would know Why so many veterans are
angry and wny there is 5o much talk on the streets
among civilians.

It is the one truth every one has to face. 1f
any one says he loves ks country and docs Bot pro-
tect it the truth is not in him. ¥ one says he
loves his God and tekes advantage of his Telow-
man for his own galn, the truth is not in hin

m,
—MRS. J. D BIGGERS. -

The People’s Platform is available to any
reader who cares to mount . Communications
should be less thnn 300 words. typewsitien if
possible. and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obcazntlv wxll be deleted—otherwise
anything goes. Each letter must be signed, al-
though, i exceptional cases and upon request,
we will withhold the writer's name.—Editors,

the
plied. “No soap.”
that the tickets they bought for the 1945

Auto Price Boost

of roses
Price  Administration.
However, he didn't bargain::for sotite verb

He
the
men who he thought were.his supporters: -

The _skiriish. occurred at s

Capitol Hill..at. which
gecent snnouncement, of adjustable m'{me

eggs,

declaration
Amee m.nuu

 This,

ittee has re-

ANGLING, Kentucky-bred Faul _Porter expécted no. bed
when he became’boss: man' of - the: Office  of
hasn't been disillusioned:

are :
of revolt.. - Thelr :leaders will. he

a choice, wlmnl leaders In Indis
may el to:join. the Brif Com-
monweslth in spite of their long
and freguently bitter quarrel with
the British Raj. - There would be
great sdvantages in such a part-
nership.

Political independence will not,
of course, automatieally solve
India’s problems.

grim and massive reallty
of hunger looms large. And, this
time, it is mass starvation on a
scale never known even to '8
over-populsted cittes.
EXTREMISTS ’PFOKTUN‘[TY

I & minimum of grsin i not
made availsble, then political in-
dependence may not be enough to
prevent revolt. Widespread famine
Wil give political extremists their
Opportunity.

The Communist Party in India
is estimated to have not more than
100,000 ‘members. This does not
include the characteristic fringeof
sympathizers. Communist leaders
have fanatical determination.

It must be remembered, too, that
revolt in Indie would take place
against the background of the up-
heaval in the Middle East. -The
situation would be ready-made for
the Soviet Union. )

Responsibility for providing the
minimum of grain rests on the
United States. The British have
made this abundantly clear. Just
before he came to Washington, Sir
Ben Cmith, British Food Minister,
snnounced that the purpose of his
visit was to see what could be
obtained here, since England, has
done everything possible,  That
statement was widely printed in
Indla.

MANY DISILLUSIONS

Politically conscious leaders in
India feel they have had many
disillusionments durlng the war.

- Somé have corfie from America.

They believe that President Roose~

Samuel Grafion

sny official “capacity. ©
JIn 1942 guln out. of mdu was
the: Middle: East. -An

_Arab revolb threatened the defeat

Ama Later, according ‘to
American treurps

ol the

* bought Tood i India,

India has always been a 100d-
importing country.  The Indisns
helleve that the present shortage
is & result of the war. They count
the dead. in the Bengal famine of

two years ago 28 war casualties.
Al

this makes it imperative
that' action be taken quickly on
the food front. Shipments .of
grain must move during the next
three months, That is the critical
period if the worst of the famine
is to be averted. One thing is
certain. The India of the past—
the fabulous, slmost legendary
India, Is rapidly vanishing.
ONE MAN'S LIFETIME

The change has occurred in the
lifetime of the stout, ruddy-faced
visitor who has been America's
guest for the past two months.
In his autoblography, “My Early
Life,” Winston Churchill tells as
only he can tell hmv he went out
to India as a youl

It was the India ar the " durbar,
of magnificent pageantry. The
India of fast polo. Of the Pukka
Sahib- and his eternal gin and
bitters. The India of Kipling and
the white. man's burden.

A few native princes lke the
Aga Khan still live in sumptuous
splendor. On his birthday, the
other day, the Aga Khan's sub-
Jects presented him with his welght
in diamonds. It was a handsomne
gesture out of the Arabian Nights
past, even though the proceeds
were intended for good works.

Now, for bélter or worse, India
i3 coming into statehood. The
way in which this happens may
determine whether the govern-
ment of India is a willing pariner
for the Iuture in world co-opera-
tion.

In our thinking.
are colonial peoples.
15 oyer.

the Indlans
But that day
The world does move.

Torture Of The OPA

WASHINGTON
TTHE Office of Price Adminisira-

tion 1s being subjected to &
kind of refined torture ab the
hands of Congress. Congress
knows that it musi on no account
Kill the agency: the public would
not stand for that; but there is
mothing in the book which pre-
vents miving it the botfoot, drive
ing splinters under its fingefnaiis.
or pulling out its hairs, one by
one, and it is while jumping under
these tender minisirations  that
the Office is supposed to iry to
keep the national econnmy stable
It must be deadly hard for the
Office to concentrate on s alke-

ra while the red-hot poker ap-
proaches and the smelt of sined
Floey tides in the Summery Wash-
tngton air.

But this being a medern, sclen-
tifle age. of course. wuch of the
damsre to OPA can be done by
vemote control. and without leav
ing marks. For example, by delav-
ing rencwal of the price control
act. which expires on Jwie 30,
Congress has thrown a fright into

a number of OPA workers, who.
after all, are family penple. and
need their salaries; the TEsuli s

that the skilled staff of 48000 ls

breaking up, as officials drift to
other Jobs. To see CONgressmen
killing an_agency seemingly.

doing nothing more violent than
thoughtfully examining their fin-
gemam and adjourning for the
day, makes radar and the proxim-
jty fuse seem like primitive wea-
pong of war.
OFFICIALS KEPT BUSY

Then, too. since New Year's Day,
high OPA officials have been call-
ed to testify before no Jess than
sixteen Congressional committees.
naturally, keeps the- officials
out of their offices in the old Cen-
sus Building & good bl one can
do very little price controling i
a laxicab en route to the Capitol.
I don't believe this effect is in-
tentional. but, on the other hand.
nobody seems ta be able to give a
clear answer as to what it is hop-
ed to prove by these persistent
prabes. The price control act has
been up four times; it hes been
investigated and reinvestigated. by
hostile hands, and it is still pretty
much intact. It is hard to believe
that any odd little sinister fact is

® ®
S. Loan To Brltam
canceled dinner should be good for ihls year's affalr,
Democratic. National Comm
I is lelling the disgruntled politicoes
dinner were tech-
nically subscriptions to “The $100 Club." and they will have
to dig down again if they want to atiend this yeai's dinner.

of " the talking.

* higher: labor-and engln
_losses on thisyest’s models - unless the
‘" this ‘argument the Congre: 0
ﬁd thst OPA pricing pollcles had fai!ed to.
15,

it is influenced by

going to turn up now. Perhaps one
veason for the probes i that Con-
gress has become a kind of Wall-
ing Wall, to which pre <ure B'OJN
come for relief which

to be unable o justify
formal admintstrat

whic!

h Con-

folks back home

recent mttac

.ar‘f‘ of was
¢ Union . which 15 s eon-
Cenienti near the Capi
1ol
PUBLIC LIKES IT
Since the public. for seme Tes-

seems ta ke price rontrol
much, and to tusist on its
r the best remaining 8p-
praach Iefi to ity opponenis is 10
mess it with ameadments:  and
rice control amendmenta  are

sprouting Al over  Washington,
faster than the cherry blossoms.
One calls for a clatise which would
force OPA 1o “decontrel” any com-
modity the moment its production
renched & level equal to 75 per
cent ol 1039, This seems plausivle:
buy the trouble 1s that. die
fncrease m savings. and our Ac-
cumulated shortages felt by the
war years, a productian nf 73 per
cent of 1939 might, tn many’ flelds,
equal oniy about 25 per cent of
the current rffective demand. and
withi no cellings, The formula is°
clearly unsound: but the amend-
ment drive is persistent. and cle
ver, and follows the general line
of stroking OPA on the forchead.
and mnviting it to sit down, on &
chair covered With tacks.

If the stra\(‘g\ of amendment
and delay is isted  in.  there
may be nobod the old
Census  Butlding. along  about
June, except Paul Porier and a
couple of elevator operatars, and -
more damage may be done thang
by candid outright. repeal. Some-
how the OPA's plight makes ene
think of those old third degree
stories. in which the prisoner used
to be beaten with:a-rubber hose.
so that he would: haVe 10 MArks
to shaw to the public. and no ease,
thaugh he: felt the damage .in his
very .bones,

lﬂ‘ e

Affects All Reconversnon , o
N faifness to him.-however, it should ‘be noted that the

“adjustment - price
ut allreconversion

+- formula ' will affect riot’ only: the
Andustriesc oIt

g Rnd.
mphasized  that,

eering. msbs, the ‘auto makers‘
o

- furth

received the other day from:a group of Iiberal Cong‘ress

closed-door._mest
Congressmen’ protested the
nere

OME Democratic bigwigs m Washington: arehot under.
the collar about having to pay what they consider a

. " double price for ‘the $100 Jackson Day dinner;:to.be NE
held next Saturda;

thred - automoblles—=Ford.
fected by .the’ recent. ahno
- gibte for_th ‘price

Last year, the Jackion Day. (Hnner in W(!Bhing(cm was
but

canceled -becatse .of Roosevelt's dea

th.
many of - the 8100 - sybscriptions Lo the: banquet wcre ale e
gress 'had purchased ‘as
eals v.he bauquct.’melnmg that  they

rcadv m Scme members  of - Con

ma

‘ shclled mlh 51000
Since- th zet 1]

pohucoes think (hat the uckets they boueh

ticered by Fred - Holder,
dustﬁnl,Msitrlals and: Manfactus
‘bc ng cl dence, - Holder

neir money back. same of these.
145t year's

tal ¢
or increased
The

‘mductlon. or @nproved ' prod ctiony’: technique:
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