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i5 new. wsge - price formula, and
Bowles' ‘subseguent effort to in-

_1t; have:brought a new storm of
smdown upon the OPA. Elements
feftiwe presume that the AF of L

% least not of the right—have joined
the ‘old familiar voices in deerying
£ontrol. We ourselves. as an advocate
OPA; have been struck a glancing blow
{Wo by our readers, Wh\ we are asked,

type in

are (1)

<3V un-

erican, and (4) an obstacle in the path
!ull production, which is the only final

to inflation. But always, as we

ursue the logic laid dosm by the op-
ponents of OPA, we run head-on into
what strikes us as a fundamental economic

Full production or no. the housing short-
hge can't be cured in less than three years.
_ ¥he shortages of automobiles, electrical ap-
lances, other durable goods will con-
tinue for at least two years. The clothing
shortage is good for at least another vear.
It controls come off and all these com-
odities are offered at what amounts to
public auction, is there any reason to be-
‘Yeve that other, relafively plentiful items.
guch as feodstutfs would not follow the

are in business to make

1 this is not evil, but it is inevitable.
Hickory, rhiah hss no rent control.
high det'pi(’e all the

eivic clubs could bring to bear on land-
lords. Are Hickory's landlerds more venal®
than other businessmen? We don't think
#o—it’s just esking $oo much of any man

to expect him to voluntarily give up the
chance to make a. Kkilling. Such a reguest,
indeed, flies in the face of our traditions
. just as certainly as does the involuntary
control of the Government,

Current scarcities have largely removed
competition (do you want a Buick or just
an automobile?) and the OPA provides an
artifictal and imperfect cheek on rising
prices io replace the normal limitations
of competitive trade. Of course these con-
trols should come off at the first possible
moment, but we fail to see how anybody
can set an arbitrary date for thelr removal
—this afternoon st 3 o'clock as the NAM
demands. June 30 as some of our Congress-
men insist, next January 1 as Chester
Bowles once indicated. or March 15, 1948,
as Willlam Green proposes.

Not even the most optimistic critics of
OPA have attempted to argue that removal
of controls while supply and demand sre
still out of kilter will not produce 2 sharp
rise in all prices: their case rests on the
assumption that the period of chaos would
be of short duration. We submit that the
great. majority of wage earners, with an-
nual fncomes of less than $6.000. are barely
breaking even now—they cannot stand &
30. 40. 50 or whatever per cent increase in
the cost of living for any length of time.

OPA has always struck us as the lesser of
twe evils. Under a determined President,
who recognized the present situation for
the staté of emergency it is. it might have
been serapped in short order. A series of
Missouri compromises has now postponed
the dav when we can return to the sys-
tem of free competition that is funda-
mental to our economy, but that traglc
fact still does not alter the basic faets in
the case for OPA. We don’t like price con-
trols any better than the NAM does. but
we like the =alternative of uncontrolled

inflation a whole lot less.

The Elemental Matter Of Health

North Carolina Good Heslth Asso-
ciation, founded this week in Thomas-
ville, sots out with the monumental
abjective of initiating “a program provid-
Ing more doctors and adequate health care
the people of North Carolina.” It's
mighty job, of course, but then the bramﬂ
Association was & mighty organiza-
ion the day it was born—more than 1.500

lly - ferniliar set of figures is necessary
prove the point—North Carolina led
ths nation in draft réjections for physical
is ty; more than 50 per cent of the
_voung Tar Heels called could not meet
the low health standards of the armed

Bervices.
Tfe citizens who gathered st Thomas-
 ¥llls were representative North Carolinians.
“There were doctors and nursss, politicians
| educators, businessmen and farmers,
ey were mifsd

mcerned over her future.
Dr. Frank Graham of the University

W! note that many citizens are still
5 periodically shocked by the discovery
iat the Army of the United Btates is
not 8 democratic institution. The recent
wholesale eviction of GI editors of service

- publications in both the European and
Asiatic Theatres has led to considerable
ublic discussion based on the odd as-
wmpticn that a soldier is eguipped with

1 Hberties.

As far as we are concerned the situation
Was adequately summed up General J. C
Lee the practicing martinet who recentiy

lefended his action in suspending the
Jetter column in the Mediteranean edition

The Stars & Stripes. He was free. he
Informed correspondents, to do any gamned
aing he pleased with the newspaper pub-
‘Hshed under his command. As an after-
. thought he added that he wouldn't be
ered much longer with . these con-
siderations anyway, for we would soon
replace our democratic army with a vol-
tesr army.”

Perbaps the citizens’ army of the war
years' did seem “democratic” to J. C. H.

~who wouldn't recognize a civil liberty

he ‘met it in the middle of the Applan
‘Way. There was a sort of a faint-hearted
nse of maintaining liberal jnurnalistic
‘@landards in the service publications dur-

“they wmbe in the. trué -lan-
-aobin t-ha lﬁl&d rhet-

keynoted the session when he remarked
upon the contrast between North Caro-
lina’s leadership in providing her citizens
with education and roads and her fail-
ure in the elemental field of keeping them
alive,

The mission of the Association. as speci~
fied in its charter, is to organize public
support for state assistance for the in=
digent sick, state assistance for loeal
hospitals and rural health centers, ex-
pansion of the University's two - year
medical school, establishment of a medical
education loan fund, = special ‘study on
the medical educatlen of Negroes, and
the promotion of “Blue Cross” group in=-
surance plans. of this, of course, wa

People’s Platform

But What Of The People?

MONROE

YHAT wil happen to the people who Wl drinks
$3.000000 of ligwor from ABC stores in Meck-
lenburg to give an estimated annual profit of
51000000, if the wet voters succeed in a future
election?
These drinkers will own fewer homes and save
less money for old-age. Many of thelr children
1 be undernourished and ill-clad while they sit
in costly school-houses bought by the booze druni
by their fathers. Taxes for the wellto-do people
will be reduced, but welfare expenses will increase
for the families pauperized by drink. Some of these
Hiquor puvers wil fill prison cells, sentenced. perhaps,
from & magnificent .courthouse which they helped
to bulld by thelr liguor purchases,  Ofhiers Wil enter
mental institutions, or occupy beds in charity wards
in hospitals. .
Long lnes of these people will stand in highly
respectable sections of Queen Charlotte, waiting en-
trance into the ARC stores, presided over by vespect~
shie sober men who will well to them pure liguor
¢ reasonable making it possible’ to buy
oftener and - rospoctably.  wihite oy admonished
by public signs 'on the walls “To drink for
freshment and not_intosication.”  Others,
hours, thirst, or fearing the

cost money, and the Association r
that it will have a long uphill fight on
its hands,

Still it is difficult to see how the Asso-
ciation can fail. It was founded in indig-
nation and shame at past failures. and it
is embarking upon its task with a healthy
sort of anger. I already has the support
of powerful orgenizations of every con-
celvable religious, political and economic
persuasion. And when its members go forth
to argue their case they will be armed
with an unanswerable question — what
good will it do to build a glorious future
for North Carolinians who won't live to
see 1t?

Army?

ing the war years,
then was marale,
for truth. Actually,
control over their
they signed up. and minor considerations

but the consideration
not an abstract regard
our soldiers lost all
own destiny the day

like freedom of speech hardly
worth working up a sweat.

The terms democratic and military are
contradicto; Not long ago a demobilized
Texas National Guard Division voted over-
whelmingly that it never shonld have heen
ordered to cross the Rapido River; if the
zuardsmen had had the right of ballot at
the time they were ordered to cross the
Rapido it scems eclear ihat they would
have decided against it in sound demo-
cratic fashion. Other divisions. under simi-
lar circumstanes would have reached a
similar decision on the hanks of the
Moselle, the Saar, the Po and the Rhine,
So, we suspect, would the Red Army on
the hank of the Dnieper.

Those who frel over our army's caste
system. totalitarianism, and general fail-
ure to educate its members in the ways
of democracy. are, it seems 10 us, place
ing the cart before the horse. The way to
Ret rid of an undemocratic Institution,
which the army will always be, is to
remove "the necessity for maintaining it.
Simple, isn't it?

seemed

To Tarheelia

oric of the English precisionists. nor in the
mawkish sertimentalism of sob-sister Vic-
torian poets.

Mr. Gray thought it significant that
these three men came out of Illinois. Per-
haps Tar Heels would be justified in find-
ing significance in -the fact that of the
three (Vachel Lindsay is dead); two, Carl

Sandburg and Edgar Lee Masters, are now ..

living in North Carolina, Sandburg near
.. Hendersonville, Masters in.-the Selwy‘n

exposure of secret drinking habits, Will patronize
ihelr favorite bootleggers pml.cctm by the gallon
law. Some will enjoy their drunkenness at home
and not swell the statisties on arrests for public
drunkenness, thereby glving ABC stores o better
reputation for drunk control

‘ s horrendous picture is like @ modern version
of Sodom and. Gomorrah!

Will Mecklenburg put money-making. through
legal liguor sales, sbove morals and public vellate
and sell her birthright for a mess of pottage?

It ABC officers can enforce llquor laws. other
enforcement. u[l ers should be able to do A
and not have x(s))r table men in ABC stores take
place of boot ABC stores seem to be
Jonger for hqum control, but ror money-moking
and encouraging other counties to follow their
prncncc v'lm lure or {Zm

5¢Ems can. “A Bonklaggors Con~
trol” m\d “All Enollnggsrs Cash!”
—INEZ FLOW.

(NOTE: It is 2 horrendous picture, indeed, buf
not quite es bad as the present speclacle of Meckn
lenburgers dividing an eslimated $3,000,000 annually
between South Carolina's private liquor dealers and
Charlotte’s thriving t
neatly stated our aim—'
respectable. sober men wh
lquor at reasonable prices,” Vlth (h" m'nﬂb.: from
the trade going for public purposes. If that be a
greater threat to the public morels than the present
bootleg recket. then we are guilty of the efiort to
reduce this pure metropolis to the level of Sodom
and Gomorrah.—FEds., Tue News.)

Verse And Verse
CHERAW, 8. C.
THINK T TOLD YOU T had nothing to do with
the way folks in Charlotte get their liquor, but
thanks for your write-up.
It at least proved you are not as green as you
try'to appear—cabbage looking.
your wisecrack dldnt even have a chuckle,
much less any moral. But maybe you have some-
thing there—suppose you do away with your water

Drew Pearson’s o

system and keep your tanks filled with wine. Surest
wey T know to get rid of bootleggers.

The hardest job I ever sew a body try was
white washing for the Devil and not getting them«
selves smeared., The most 1 ever knew of anyone
getting was 30 pieces of silver, and he got ashzmed
and hanged himself.

Maybe & “little Wine® is good for the stomach,
But you sure are a paln for the other fellow to
stomacii when you get too much wine. We all know
fight from wrong—more than we care to edmit
sometimes.

-MRS. LULA RIVERS

PEMBROKE
WANT TO COMMEND Mrs. Rivers on her letter
of the 11th. Just wani to say you got your refer

ence of the scripture a little mixed up s

othy 6 chapter does not contain

Perhaps you had reference to

Note as you read that Paul

to use a “little” wine for his

was concernad about Timatt

many that do not use 1t as

excess.

Now tum In sour Bt to Proverbs 20-1;

Proverbs Chapter 23-30-3

Brjoy teading the Charlotte News very much.

Tt s 8 tace with Dad. the children and mysell to
see who reads the News first in the afternoon.
—MRS. W, P. GODWIN

also

CRAMERTON
eading vour note Mrs.
to Xnow thai becsuse
a little wine for

1 have t
‘Rtw s etter and want 3
aul te to Timothy
5 «tmmchs sake g vou_the right to put.
whisky where e Pr\nne can glit his stomach and

Jand in hell.
Read Habakkuk 2:12:
a town with blood,

finished

“Woe to him that hulldeth
and establisheth a

115: im that giveth his oelghbor
drink, that putt cth thy bO»UC to him, and makest
him dl\mk als

e if you can make a righteous excuse againat
thessords .

~ED
(NOTE: How abnul Romans
pense to no man evil fi Prov! lde (hing honest
in the sight of sli m“n —ZEds., Tee Nrws.)

The People's I’latform is available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words. typewritten if
possible, and on only one side of the pap:
Libel and obscenity will be deleted—otheriwise
anyihing goes. Each letier must be signed, al-
though, in excepiional cases and upon request,
we will withhold the wriler's name.—Editors,
THE NEWS,

Quote, Unquote ..

ABOR cannot and will not forfelt its right to pro-
teat. It cannot and wlil not surrender lh;).lizht

to strike. The right to strike is part of the free enter-
prise system.—William Green, president, Americen
Federation of Labor. N

“in’ charge:

2ty to conlinue: prics: con.
MeKellar . remalnes d - uneon:
This lttle int ﬂﬂds servod
almost nothing could:
dnne, Va pcmt the dﬂemmn DI
in the wmm ‘House.
McKzll 1s one of the three or
four most powerml members of the
President’s “party in Congrcst He
presides over the ‘Senste snd hs.
dominates twa of ths. Benate’s most
important  committess. Yot in s
tme of tenslon and erisls, it was
necessary to devote nesely an-hour
vain —.

PEODUCT OF Sm()'{l'!‘?

McKellar is the perfect example
of the workings of senlority in
Congress. At 77, he sums up the
defects not merely of
but of the process of democracy
in this country, Nesrly 30 years
ago, he got on the senlority es-
calator the Senate. Siowly,
through the years. re-elected by
the vates of one of the most hard-
boiled political machines in Amer-
ca, he has ridden- to the top,

In the excellent report of the
jolnt Senate and House committee
on reorganization of Congress,
nothing Is sald sbout the evils of
the senlority system. Under the
directions given the committee, no
recommendations could be made
on any subject relating to Con-
gressional procedure.

But, indirectly, the report does
get at the problem of McKellarism
It recommends & pension system
for Senators and Representatives.

Samuel Grafton

Teport
were carrled out. If that happened,
they would lose a lttls p&tmnake
’!‘txey might miss out on some jun-

they might be

e report or

merely to pick uut of it such rec-
ommendstions a5 they favored.

If we are to get the fuil ad-
vantsge of this excellent report,
into which so much thought and
study have gone, then both Senate
and Housz should allow the men
who drew ap the report o frame
the necessary legislation, They
have cut through the jungle of
privilege and tradition. They are
cquipped ta do the fob.

To turn the final stage of
{raming leglslation over to anyone-
rise would be give a perfect
illustration  of the round-about,
backdoor approach that character-
fzes so mush Congressicnal pro-
cedure today,

A Disturbing Story

NEW YORK
TIHE most disturbing story print-
ed in America In & long time

is the one about the Army au-
thotlties who first approved and
then vetoed the reading of 2 paper
by two Oak Ridge aclentists be-
fore the Atlantlc Clty mesting of
the Federation of Amerian So-
cieties for Experimental Siology
v v hap

the Army thousht
Ye all Tight 14 16t America‘s lead-
logists in on this taforma-
last moment. some.
n a uniform changed his
rﬂnd the reading was banned. As
it happened. the veio was futile,
because sn abstract of paper
Had already been published In the
printed of the meeting.
secording to scientific custom. and
&0 In an =aceldental kind of waw.
: are today &
aformed than the
Army v.nn\s thcm 0 be.
4 bothersome s that s
is belng rased about
. In = country in which
v of us are ready o claw
the afr and scream that our free
American \ks of life is PHN:

fuss

a palr.
5-DETECTOR TEST

And now it s rmorud that the

Department has been applving
lin-detector  tests to its atomle
scientists, to see if they have been

ecret information away.
fine: our acientists used to
scarch for truth in the heart of
the universe; now we use the lie
detector and look for it In the
hearts of our sclentists. Knowledge
has acquired a speclal value, and
every man who has it must. lke
every man who handles large sums
of money, be viewed 2s & passable
embezzler

“The Army cannot be blamed for
such moves; it has been placed
in charge of atomic knowledge and
it must do 1t The question
s Whetner the Arm
and, make no m
abaut it. our decision will effect
our way of life.

Senator Vandenbergs effort lo
finesse the problem by proposing
that a clviian board shall control
atomic energy, while an Army-
Navy bonrd stands by, with the

right to object to sny move made
By the clsilians, snd to carry its
bjectlon to the President for de-
. sounds plausible, but must
tc stalemate. Senator Me-
Aiahc 3, head of the Senate Atomic
g7 Committee iwhich voted
nberg, and against
masse) says
would have tns

ON N
it we know the
.A!ﬂd at all, that an Avmy-
rd. standing benind the
ard, and breathing down

record; fts tendency wili bﬂ
obiect to everything, and to be able
to show a Congressional committee
y later that it objected
it wiil be a brave Prealdent
who will override his own military
experts, taking the chance of
having to explaln  Iater. should
something go wrong, why he did se.
Th Vandenberg aves
atomic 0 military
hnﬂ wonders Rhi

e ii my

and ey nswlnpmmr been w'

under the ukimate control of gen-
admirals, n the manner

H
of ghmz
the stomic bomb away, but
tion of who shall declde ‘hmk‘cr
we can safely let bialogists know
what happens when a 5low neutron
hits someone in the left ankle.
Suppose atomic rc<ter:h proves to
as’ basic ery sclence ns
electrical research turn!d out to be,
50_years ago.

But we are in & bad mood on
the knowledge front: just as we
turn against an information serve
ice to tell our story abroad. 50 we
are turning against free scientific
1merchnngv. also! and In the think-

behind such moves one senses
R departure from some of our
est cultural concepts, sn inward-

tiance on secre

stead of .on the principles . which
are characteristically ours and have
made us. great, the :stuff .of .our
Jife. There was a time when we
rend “our destiny il the stars, not
in-the ile-detector’

General lke Discounts Soviet War Tal

Merry-Go-Round ©

WASHINGTON

T'S no secret that there's been considerable talk among

the brass hats in the Pentagon Bulldlng about war with

Russia. Some of thls comes from men who honestly feel

war s Inevilable and favor getting it over with right now.

Others chiefly favor a Mitle war talk because of its help in
passing mﬂltury conscription.

However, there can be no doubt nbout the views of the
top military man in the War Department—Gen.. Dwight
Eisenhower.

Two or three weeks ago Eisenhower was attending a
Washington dinner party when people began to talk about
war with Russta. Irked by the conversation, he remarked
that he was “smated that so many people should suddenly
be serlously considering the idea of war with Russia.”

Then the chief of staff procceded to Eive = pointed
Iecture on the foolishness of this war talk, which can Be
briefly sumimarized os follows:

Russia’s Sacrifices

EOPLE who want war should only think & few minutes
about the sacrifice Russia has made . in" the .past. five
vears—a loss of Hfe and property so large we catinot. con-
ceive of §t. A people who have suffered such a loss-wiil not
turn tail before any military force in the world. today. . But
at the same time they will 3ol go out and. ook for” an-
other war.
“And elthier will ve -This country I8 no Tore antlous
0 g0 to war than Russia. . Our.losses are- great: and . we
~iwant no more. . Certainly the. Anierican:people_do"Tiot: want
‘to get involved' in.a . wilr in’ which  there' cah:be:no-end
but the destruction of the greater-part of -the:world.
£Atom: bombs or no aloth hombs,". the' chief of staf| con

“We saw what happened to the finest armies the world
has ever seen. If we tiled to conguer.Russia there’s:no
telling when we'd be nble to- establish ourselves on.Russlan
soll—but once we did we'd be feced with years of slogging
through Siberia,

“We have nothing to gain to start with,” coficluded bi..en-'

hower, “and would have nothing left when it is over.

From Persia To lran 2
IME 1s & changer of many things. ‘And time has wrought
great changes in the status of “one -diplomatic mission
in Weshington—the legation.of Iran:

It was just 10 years ago that ‘the Minister: of . Persia—
a5 he was then called—waes arrested in’ Blkton.: Md., and-lsd
away handcuffed by the Maryland police.:.
Khan Djalsl had been speeding.. But standing on diplo-

Minlster Ghat 18T

‘The Shah did not like \N and that was tha
miss. ihe Shahﬁ envoy.

all;
“Today. owerer. the. omiied States fs the ehief hope ot
Tran; zmrl ‘the JIranian-Minister: ‘Able Mohammed Schayesteh,
is kept busy, not:In"evadiuig the Maryland police or sou

blng the:White

An
Department to preuent his: muntr} 3" emelo ment by, So 16l

~.Russia.

MOST powerfiil: Tobby since the war

Tew.
battle: to' defeat’ me Wyntt boul!n program. “!ﬁ: et

Every: Congreass ‘phon
om builders, lumber dealem, rell-esube mel
Meany. megnms were. phony,

t\‘led o lnswer

matic tmmunity, he had resisted. arrest.: So

Djalal's white 5pitz, who resisted arrest:even more: Vclubly
Secrétary” of - State” Hull ‘apologized’ for "the ‘arrest. bul

tihe: Shah of Persis, Indignant, withdrew :his Mlnisber from

Washington. - He even went 16 the’ extreme lengthof order:

ing . his -Minister” not- torattend:any -function st the White

House priox - to his-departure;: The  President ‘of the United:
T

States. "he decreed. .did not have {
Perstan’ sovereignty.
Not Much Missed

HE State Department was not too
Djalal's: departure.: {or:he: had be

proper respec!

nmkpby’ abou
eral pain i

1 et
the :neck.:having -once prommd p\lbllcatiﬁn in the Wash-

ington that' the Shah T
the ranks,” and having. pmmud puhucnurm ln the Chi
Tribune that:Madame :Djalal had: feplaced her Persia:

phe >

tinued, “war
and

- Hotel, chaﬂom The Twin City

mnu‘ol over. c(vll(u\




