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new wage-price -formula was un-

trprising nobody except possibly the
anonymous: Congressmen who predict-
ithat: Chester Bowles is on his way
ut ‘of the Administration. The national
economy is being officially cranked up
another turn on the inflationary spiral
n order to guarattee higher retail
prlces in return for higher wages. To
~accomplish this, the President has given
Chester Bowles a new job and turned
‘Judge Collett out to his Missouri pas-
ture.

The brief. carefully worded executive
‘order looks, st this early reading, like
“another Truman compromise. Since it

“that they want, it should settle current
strikes in short order. The consumer
“will, of course. foot-the bill, but that was
expected, perhaps inevitable,

More to the point is the strange back-
ground of the formula—the frantic
‘White House meetings that have stir-
red the headline writers for over iwo
weeks. We have had copious, apparent-
1y complete information about these
sessions. but 21l of it has come from
High Government Saurces, Officials
Close To The President. and Un-Named
But Responsible Administration Spokes-
men. Yesterday afternoon. for instance,
the blow-by-blow account of the
minute- tilting between Chester Bowles
and John Snyder was provided by Of-
ficials In A Position To Know.

We are puzzled by the strange new
svstem of press relations that seems to
have grown up under President Tru-
man’s brief administration, The Presi-
dent himself used to be a great off-the-
cuff speaker at press conferences: lard-
ing his remarks on the weather with
earth-shaking announcements that sent
the reporters racing for the telephones.

Frustrated

Tt appears that the political deals that
determine the representation.of a good
many North Carolina senatorial dis-
tricts may come up for discussion at the

. March meeting of the Democratic Execu-
tive Committee. It is high time.
However, few, if any, of the Party.
officials question the validity of these
“gentleman’s agreements,” under which
senatorial nominations are rotaled on
fixed schedule among the various coun-
ties of a district. The protests, Raleigh
_ Correspondent Lynn Nisbel noles, sound
 loudest in the 25th District, where Ire-
dell gets a senator every term and Ca-
- tawba and Lincoln alternate the other
seat. The good Democrats of Catawba
‘feel that they are entitled to Iredell’s
favored position, since their county has
now outstripped the others in popula-
tion. If they don't get a better break.
Mr. Nisbet reports, they may go so far
“ag to throw the election wide open to
‘all comers from any county.”
Buch a proposal, of course, will be
‘regarded as heresy by a majority of the
Committee: Extra-legal though they may
be, the Democratic Party recognized
these district arrangements in 1937 and
made them 2 matter of record, for-
bidding their abrogation except by con-
sent of a majority of the counties in-
volved. S
This provides & neat illustration of

A good many _strange and terrible
things seem likely to happen the day
the United States Navy drops that
atomic bomb on Bikini Atoll.

In 30 seconds. while earth and sea
and sky are colored by purple light and
tidal waves race across the Pacific. these
things, according to a variety of experts,
may come to pass:
The battleship may become as obsolete
&5 the four-masted schooner.

Representatives of the UNO's Atomic
Energy Commission may be convinced
of the futility of settling international
‘differences through armed conflict
{There seems 1o be little chance of con-
vincing America’s official observers. who
-are still clinging tn the wistful belief that
the atom is our exclusive property.)

' From Collier's Megaxin

About 2 year 2g0, a 1nurt,een vear-old
Negro broke into a Wilmington, North
Cidrolina, house, raped a pregnant
‘woman; was caught next day, confessed,
_ and -was sentenced to death. Recently
Governor R. G. Cherry of North Caro-
lina. commuted the colored boy to life
Imprisonment, remarking in part:

The crimes are revolting, but a part
. 3!’15&5 from the neglect.

snlbched from -jail by a mob and

 death. Governor Mlllard Cald-

Ccourts; ete.;
and added:

: xngms & young -and
Tape nw . openh - court

Through The Keyhole

‘weiled in ‘the White ‘House last night,

“gives manufacturers and labor about,

Commendation. For Cherry

After being caught short a couple of
times (notably on his Reelfoot Lake
pronouncement on the control of atomic
power} he understandably became a lit-
tle more cautious. &nd now it appears
that he, or someone. has extended the
Presidential immunity to direct gquota-
tion to his entire cabinet, official end
kitchen.

The anonymous spokesman has be-
come far too commonplace these days
1o allow the suspicion that the boys in
‘Washington are using an ancient jour-
nalistic device to palm off their own
apinions. They are dealing in facts, and
obtaining them in rveturn for their
promise not to quote the fact-giver by
name.

Everybody, we think, understands that
the evolution of a satisfactagy wage-
price formula is an enormously difficult
task. Mr. Truman and the other officials
concerned would receive a large measure
of public sympathy if they recounted
their troubles openiy and under their
own names, As it is all Washington cor-
respondence fs reduced to the level of
‘Drew Pearson's Merry-Go-Round and
the American people are placed in the
position of listening at the White House
keyhole.

An effort to conceal intra-Administra-
tion squabbling might be understand-
able. but the impression of confusion
and division is conveyed and heightened
by this flow of authentic but unofficial
information.

In the case of the new wage-price
formula anonymity has been as dam-
aging as it is pointless; the public has
received the President’s magic panacea
against a background of doubt and dis-
sent. The impression has gotten around
that the Administration doesn’t particu-
larly like its own Dbaby: it is highly
doubtful if the public will like it any
better.

Catawbans

the manner in which party politics
iwhich means, of course, Democratic
party politics) has worked to limit the
franchise in North Carolina. In the
name of justice to small counties, the,
field of candidates is restricted and the
voters are deprived of the free choice
they are guaranteed by law.

Perhaps there is some merit in pro-
tecting small county politicians against
being swamped by the favorite son vote
of a candidate from a larger county.
We're not so certain, however, that the
voters are coming out as well as the
politicians, Suppose, for instance, that
Lincoln elects a Senator who serves the
entire district well. His public record is
meaningless; he has to step down after
one term for no good reason expect that
it's Catawba’s turn to_send a man to
Raleigh and he is bound not to run
against the Senator from Iredell.

Like most such political deals, these
“gentleman's agreements” are highly
practical. But, like most of them, they
don't quite jibe with the Constitution’s
declaration! “The legislative authority
shall be vested in two distinct branches.
both dependent upon the people . . ."”
The only way to carry out that provision,
it seems to us, is to accept the sugges-
tion of the frustrated Catawbans and
Jet any man be elected to the Senate
who can persuade a majority of the
voters of his district.

Consolation Prize

Bikini Atoll may disappear completely,
to the regret of nobody in particular.

A chain atomic reaction may be
started which will blast this planet right
out of the universe. (The great majority
of the atomic scientists hold that such
a result is impossible, but several of the
more nervous physicists are reportedly
making out their wills and putting their
affairs in order.)

However, barring the last possibility,
there is one thing we can count on. The
whales floating aimlessly off the coast
of Washington State won't be disturbed.
‘We have the word of the Fish and Wild-
life Service of the Department of the
Interior, which sent biologlsts to Bikini
to check.

It's nice to know, isn't it?

¢
and subjecting her tb detailed cross-
examination could easily be as great an
injury as the original crime. This fact
probably accounts for a number of kill-
ings which might otherwise be avoided.

Thus, Cherry of North Carolina ex-
presses the forward - looking view of
these matters, while Caldwell of Florida
expresses the old, narrow view which
has been about as harmful to Southern
white people as to Southern Negroes
We can only congratulate North Caro-

lina on its governor, and hope that Flor-"

ida may have similar gubernatorial good
luck before long.

The OPA says no. Otherwise the man-
ufacturer with 4,000,000 of .them  laid
away would gladly give you the shirt off
his back sheif.

With a-general -lifting - of - the" 'wage

scale. the -quiz -contestant .who:has’to
=5top and think may demand the $64 nnd
overtime.
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preventing the® alrplane industry,
the oil companies, and the scrap-
iron dealers from building up the
power, of an enemy and making it
doubly hard to achieve victory. So
far the Pearl Harbor committee
has kept sbsolutely mum abor
certain airplane and oil companies
which—with the paradoxical con-
sent of the U. S. Army and Navy
—sold Japan meny of the weapons
she turned against the Army and
Navy at Pearl Harbor.

2. Nothlng has emerged from the
Pearl Harbor findings, not hither
to published in the Roberts report
or In this column, which- changes
the basic responsibility of the com-
manders who were on the spot.

Unfortunately, Congressional
cross-examination at times was so
slip-shod that vitally important
facts well known Lo Navy men were
ignored or glossed over. Thus the

public. which reads in a hurry,
Provably has forgotlen such basic
and amazing Instances of neglect
as: thg fact thai warship crews
had been permitted
thar tight  hatches
open. thdt anti-alreraft guns were
unmanned. that no  ammunition
was readily available: that some
guns were even dismantled.

FBI WARNING

Largely forgotten also is the fact
that J. Edgar Hoover's G-Men
picked up a message between Tokyo
and the Jap Honolulu consulate on
Dec. § which the FBI considered &
sure sign of war, but which both
Gen. Short and Admiral Kimmel
completely ignored.

Cross-examined before Congress,
the two commanders complained
that Washington didn't warn them
during the last few hours before
the attack; but no one on the
committee bothered to ask why
they were so concerned about a
Washington warning when they
paid no attention ta one received
from the FBI on the spot.

Most_significant fact which
the Pearl Harbor probers
glossed over, however, was tor-
pedo nets. Had this very ele-
menisry precaution been taken,
hundreds of lives would have
been saved and the backbone
of the Pacific Fleet would not
have been left lying on the
muddy bottom at Pearl Harbor.

Ninety-five per cent of the
damage inflicted by the Japs
was from underwater torpedoes,

Only two U. S. vessels were se-

riousty damaged by bombs

dropped from Jap planes—the

West Virginia and the Tennes-

see. The others were all sunk

or crippled by torpedoes.

Even the West Virginia and the
Tennessee aclually were not pub
out of commlssion’ by aerial bombs.
One heavy bomb struck the West
Virginla amlidships, but the deck
armor was only denied, and, had
it not been for a lorpedo, the ship
would have continued in operation.

The Tennessee received a bomh
hit in its No. 3 turret bul was not
put out of action and continued
fighting all during the attack.
Even the Arizona, supposedly sunk
by a bomh which fell down ihe
funnel, was more likely finished

ff by a series of torpedo hits in
her forward mnagazine. For battle-
ships are so built that even a bomb
that explodes the boilers will not
detonate the magazine.

in other words. most of Pearl
Harbor's tragic damage could have

een avoided by the simple ex-
pedient, of having lorpedo nets in
place. This, however, was largely
Janored by the Pearl Harbar prob-
ers.

NAVY'S ALIBI

Some admirals have tried toalibi
by claiming that lorpedo nets would
not have prevented the damage.
They forget, however, thelr own
secret plans in 1943 to run a bat-
Lleskup of the Maryland class into

Jap home waters during the night,
hanging torpedo nets around it
and then using the ship as a base
to bombard a Japanese airfield.

The admirals were fully con-
vinced at that time that such a
ship would not suffer severe dam-
age if protected by torpedo nels.
This_was forgotten, however, dur-
ing Pear] Harbor testimony.

Also forgotten was the fact

that the Japs were the first to
use aerial torpedoes in shallow
water, The Navy knew this long
before Pearl lebor They also
knew how had
crippled 1he ll;llan !Iezl with
aerial torpedoes at Taranto.
Yet, despite the Nov, 27 warn-
ing trom Washington that war
“could be expected at any time,
and despite the l)el‘ 6§ warn-
ing given by the FBI .on.the
spot at Honolulu, “bec, 7 caught
the United States ficet absas
lutely naked as far as torpedo
nets were concerned,

If this.oné " elementary . safety
precaution had been taken, any mi-
nor damage infllcted by = aerlal
bornbn could have been replimd in

few. a major part of
Lhc feat could have sailed to help

‘troops” on - Bataanand - to
Japan's . swift

Cheek
and India,

It Would be ‘diffieult to ntimxta
how many :American,- Brilish . and

“ Duteh- Hves would have:been: sBVed;
had -these simple; safety precau
tions_been taken:at Pearl: Harbor,

or how many. months wotld “hav
tal Tength of

Desplle: all the confusing testi-
mony placed before ‘Congress, and
despite certain  Iasi-minute Wash-

mgum failures to;send: Tinal warns .

+ings’ 1o “Horolulu; the above: error

Southward’
drive “which almést.. took' Australia

From The Belmont Banner:
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"Tricky Mecklenburg At It Again”

Mecklenburg county politicians,
according to information that this
paper has obtained from sources
of authority. are going to try to
hog the contro} of the entire judi-
cial district in the next election.
This is & bad state of affairs to
come about after more than a
quarter of a century of friendship
and co-operative harmony.
Mecklenburg has always furnished
the Judge and Gaston the Solicitor.
Now certain politicians, whom we
must describe as men nol being
seemingly satisfied with the power
that they now have. declare that
Mecklenburg is also going 1o take
over the solicitorship.

Mecklenburg has been described
during the recent “gel out of the
mud” campalgns as Muddienburg
County, Now if this neighboring
county of ours allows a few politi-

cal leaders lo run a candidate
against an  age-old co-operative
tradition In the race for the
solicitorship then the name Mud-
dlenburg should be changed to
Meddlinburg  and  made  official
The chenge of the “u” o an "¢

ig all that is necessary.

We do nol know whom they will
enter as a candidate but you may
rest assured thal regardless of
ability politics will be used and
a willing veteran of (his war will
be placed on the pedestal as ihe
man 1o get us out of the kinks.
There is no doubt in our mind but
that they will alse enter 2 man
with & name that might confuse
our own people because it will be
similar to Whitener,

‘The newly appointed Solicitor is
a4 man whose capabilities are un-
questioned and a man who has
entered every race with the com-
plele support of his people, whether
it be civic, church or political of-
fices. He has always been & winner.
and we predict that regardiess of
the handful of politicans that
would make Mecklenburg County
“Meddlinburg  Count: that  he
will be a winner sgainst anyone
they put up and will be aided
greatly by the good people who
make up the name Mecklenburg.

This paper tries to keep abreast
of everything that effecls us or
the county or this district. This
interest that we manifest cansed
one of our good friends ta Lell us
of the campaign thal is being
planped now by a handful of
“has-been” and “would-be" politi~

“change

cans who would want to take all
s functions to their own

ask

this
do thi

readers will

the good spirit and neighbo
that has existed between Gaston
and Mecklenburg Counties?” This
is a good question but the answer,
which we have already obtained
from those who aré interested in
vesting the control of the entire
court for this district to one gr

must run a candidate
is that we ncf'd 2 separate district.
The onlv way o gel it is* for
Mecklenburg to lake over every-
thing. We must have the Judge.
we must have the Solicitor. in fact
we must bave the whole court in
order to do this.”

Why they need both the Judge
and the Solicitor to get themselves
A district cannot be answered in

i The legislature
andanvone
reasoning can  figure
thal the Governor could quickly
appoint officials for A new dis-
trict. In fact he would only have

with  sound

The People’s Platform
Note For

By CLAYTON C. ROYLE
RALEIGH
letter of Mr. Lewis Aver

pHE

Smith in vour Feb. -
the subject of oleo-margarin
interesting.  Therc’s one thing 1
would like cxplained about the
butleroleo situation. Neither item
is rationed. Butter is a little dif-
ficull to obtain, al times. and I
understand there is a slight price
rise. Oleomargarine Is not only
plentiful—~but_inexpensive, the re-
tail price being little more than
25_cents per pound,

Restaurants told us during the
war, when most of them made no
pretense of serving either. that the
reason was hecause it was . Ta-
tioned. They admitted the cost
per serving was negligible but—
they couldn't get the points: Once
rationing was remove
plained. - they would glad
Rencrous portions af butter:

Herc's another instance where
they have not kept faith with the

oy ox-
serve

Temains the ‘most important cause :

ot th}: tagedy ‘at Pegrl Harbor,

dnsappomtmg A
at the wonderiul h

to appoint a Solicitor because Gas-
¥

ton County has already helped
them many times lo elect their
own Judge.

The whole affalr stinks. It Is so

political and it is so piain thai a
small group of politlcians intend
to take over another office that
we do not believe they will be suc~
even in their own balii-
The real promoters of this
movemeny to disrupt the harmony
of the two counties have been
caught lacking in city and county
voles before and it is the firm be-
lief of this paper that they wili be
caught lacking agatn—that is when
they start to take over the court
that serves all of ihe people of
two_counties

TNOTE: There are
rlinent reasons for opening the
rial  nomination to all
comers. 1) Under the old agree-
ment Mecklenburg's courts becaime
the worst i North Carolina, with
Gaston's nat much b 130 Why
o a juditial district | containing
230357 citizens, should 87531 of
those citizens have the right tn
nominate the chiel law enlnee
ment officer?—Eds . THr News!

two  more

A Menu

The few places in Char
lotte now serving butter or oleo .
so in such serimpy. stnting ouan-
tities that they might as well not
offer it at ail. So.—the cat’s out
of the bag. 1t must have been
the money all along—rather than
the polnts—which Kept restaurants
from serving butier or oleomar-
garine. N

AS a final serviee to the public
I suggest that the OPA insist that
instead of the insidious little note
At the bottom nf the menus about
“ceiling prices.” which no one pavs
any atientlon to anyway.—parti-
cularly the restaurant proprirtors—
that the hash-house owners state
something like this:
its scareity offers an

icuse, but mostly. because it costs
a mmon of a cent a serving, WE
DO NO VE BUTTER=or anv
rrnmnnhle substitute. I
like ll eat dey bread and - choke

.. the waitress will'-bring _yon
a second glass of lukewarm water
i you can attract . her -atfention
and - will.(1p her a.quarter (you pay
her anyway. vou know,.we dan’t)
s or better still, don't eat any
bread :atvall. We'lll. no.only: save
money" there, ¥ut.you will-have to
eat-a‘ piece - of -vie to il you up

(it's 2 clnch ~our

Dlnnvr won't).
it—go somewhere  else, Sucker?,
seethat: long’ Hne ‘of custamers
waiting: ‘al: the “door, don’"

public

 They're hungry—but we aren' ;« Cwe

own . this joint,  and ‘I’s = gold
smilne. = We eat st home, preferably;
orif: weihave fo st herg we eat
in ‘the:kitchen.: Theret plenty -of.
Butter,—and : everything else—bac
and . :el H Y
ﬂu “the

DeLuxe
1f: you don't Tike
You

earlier decision -to back. a unmcd China.
with Chiang as the leader. .

The Russians show every evidenge ‘of ‘a
determination to go through with the bar-
gain they struck last year, when they ‘agreed
to withdraw support from the Communist
factlon.= Stalin apparendy has never be-
Heved in the leaders of Communist:China.

But_sllowing for all other circumstances,
Gen. Marshall deserves full credit for what
he has done. It is the achievement of &
soldier who is also a statesman,

I8 THERE UNITY?
Some of the comment on the Chiang-
Commuriist truce has conveyed an optimism
that is wholly unwarranted, The hendnnu
speak of unity In & democratic Chin

An agreement has been relched to try
1 achieve unity. but thal is something quite
different. Unity, i it comes. will come
out of slow, Paln:llkmz efforts, It will come
after numerous setbacks that will from time
to time make the situatiom look more hope-
less than ever. It will not come overnight
by the stroke of a pen, but out of years of
struggie. ¢
The agitation to pull all our forces out of
China all at once certainly did not help Gen.
Marshall.  American stance {s necessary
if the Japanese armles are 16 be dishanded
and returned to Japan in an orderly war.

Yet the surrender process cannot be pra-
longed indefinitely. If it is needlessly pra-
longed, then a suspicion of our motives Is
bound to grow among the Chinese—not
merely among the Communists. but among
the Chinese in general in a land where
foreign control of ports and important
idustrial centers has been bitterly resented.

SET A LIMIT

Some observers just back from the Fa: ~
East belicse 1t would help Gen. M
task of pacification if poli
hinglon were to set w definite
for gur withdrawal. That 5 ta
and troops would be with-
from now. sa many mnre
to foliow until the with-
d.

here in Wi
<cheduu-

According 10 ait Teporte. the troops
China have an even more acute case of the
ro-home biues than do Americans s:ationed
in other s of the world. They have feared
be drawn inte a Chinese civil

§ des in & quarrei
est whatsoaver
reassured them

determined to
fon  ax  mediator

nd ot particpant.

Samue! Grafton

Mew Line For
The Russians

NEW YORK
been no adequate expla-
Russta 100k up the rases of
the Secunity

a hih
and

TPHERE has s
Hen of wh

Greece and It

ne

drgy
saulting

real
have known she wo

voled down. that shecauld
not hape ta induce the
Councii ta expel the Brit- ¢
ish trom Greece. o1 1o take
mrlwve of

nesia. Tn P !
knew she wouid br de-
feated. yet she pressed the
fssues anvhow.  The nnlv
explanation that has been
nifered is  that Rusua
acted in & spirit of schonlboy pique. anger b
Briish pressure to clear her out of Iran
But while it _mav be comforting. ! seems
somehow implaugible. o class the Russians
as schoglboys: and if plque fs the explana-

tion for Russian behavior. this must surely
be ane of the biggest pigues m history. a
kind of Pike’s pique
IN HIGH DUDGEON?
Dudgeon hardly seems an sdequate answer.
even n large dudgeon. It seems 1o me that
if there is an answer. if.may-perhaps be
found in . shifting Russian: conception: nf
what the United Nations is-or ore: il
be recalled that. up.to:a_few weeks ago. thr
Rusians regarded: the Un!chltions Orgin:
ization as a kind ol executive comniittee of.
thé 'victors.in :the lale:Watr. asiacontinua-.
tion into -the peice” of thi rand - Allldnce:
which hed won‘the War. .
Biit the. Western: pow
‘warded: the:United an(nn
asi A parliament. and:
v

«

Indonesia, it seem:
cate the Russia T
SHew of the Unlted Nation




