nounced
had come to give the
3 volce in the

a court situation that has grown
worse as the number

ng, the
-ing the great volume of court business
is the obvious answer, and the Demo-

The ends of justice hiave been' b dly -

served in Gaston 83 ‘well:‘as Mecklen-

. burg,. fer the: best-intentioned  Solicitor

11 the ‘world is helpless in the ‘face:of
the'task now assigned him. Gaston may
be coming out on the short end of the

political stick temporsarily, but in the

end the County stands to gain as much
as by the
this strange, private agreement.
Reopening the Solicitorial election to
all qualified candidates in the District
is as logical as it is just. The action of
the County Democratic Committee and.
the Bar Association will not correct the
tangled court situation In itseif;
it should remove the last political ob-
jectlon to the redistricting proposal
scheduled for prcsentauun to the Legis-
lature In 1847.7

The Mud Grows Deeper

nnouricers) when they called on
wernor this week, it is not be-
we:fear that a delegation of
dy-footed gentlemen will come call-
e because the Issue is oo com-
cated for off-hand settlement.
oby ‘¢an successfully ignore the
plaint of ‘the Mecklenburg farmers,
¢ those from other Pledmont coun~
or there is no doubt that the back-
roads are now in a disgraceful
Hon. However, the feeling of the
3 urgers that they are not re-
‘ ® fair ‘share of the road ap-
riations in the State is backed by
iing more tangible than their In-
ct; and it isn’t borne out by figures
2 ad in Rﬁeigh by the State High-

argumtnt that taxes should be
for the direct benefit of those
vhom they are collected Is ob-
fallacious. "A portion:of the
ived from the sale of lquor
ties. goes into the general

ting. ‘Governor Chérry

2 project 'as .2 distinct

step and one that woild com-
relieve the problem. A good
;newlpert support his view; The
=Salem’ Journal points out that
county eonstriictiop and main-

% of these roads for a long, long

ping to look ‘like the day we
r ' degree as's curbstone lawyer,
n't et the Shooting of Grace
remarked.

‘trial of Charles Monroe Hunter,
year-old | g’rmdfat.her-iml;w of

like ﬂgmem of .Erskine

to the

time and our experience convinced
most people, as well as a substantial
majority of the Legislature, that it was
not the way to get equality of highway
facilities for the people of North Caro-
lina.”

But there Is a strong case to be made
in favor of county control, with abun-
dant proof available in South Carolina,
where the road net, both county and
state, is far superior to ours. South
Carolina counties, recelving only about
20 per cent of t¥e gasoline tax col-
lected locally as compared with the
50 per cent demanded by the Meck-
lenburg delegation, retain full responsi~
bility for all except through state high-
ways, and most of them have hauled
themselves out of the mud in the past
two decades. Doubtless, there has been
considerable waste and inefficiency, but
the roads are there.

To a mud-bound family on a remote
farm Raleigh seems a long way to go
for action, and certainly, from their
standpoint, it would be preferable to
have road responsibility vested in their
more responsive county government. If
they are to be convinced of the de-
sirability of state control, some method
must be worked out to make the High-
way Commission more cognizant of
their problem, and less inclined to spend
a disproportionate share of Iis limited
income on through highways.

Unless the Highway Commission
proves its capacity for real improve-
ment of rural roads within the next
twelve months there is certain to be

‘a determined effort at the next Legis-
lative session to return county roads

to county control. We're inclined to
favor the present system, but the im-
portant thing is to get better roads.
‘The counties may not do much better,
but most farmers will agree that they
can't do much worse,

The Paradox Again

more crime than in any other country
in the world, and Charlotte rates right
near the top, on a per capita basis, al-
though this is reported to be second to
the greatest church-going town in the

world . . "
Because we are given to brooding over
the same paradox, we are ressonably
with the Sol sen-

\vmmss Graudtathzr mm-

shot her down.” According to Grand-
; ce,:0n 'a drunken spree,
‘him over. the head with a chair

nd was rushing him with a
her knife ‘when his thumb slipped
‘the hammer and he killed her ac-
tally, and in.self-defense. The
7y he - conceded, was

tence handed down by Judge Burgwyn
after & jury found Grandfather Hunter
guilty of mansiaughter. In view of his
84 years, almost sny part of the 20-
year prison term provided by the law
would have been tantamount to a death
sentence. -But the Court couldn’t con-
done the casual shooting of grand-
daughters-in-law by letting him go free,
and the Judge finally ordered him to
spend 2 year in the County Home.
Frankly, we don't know what we would
‘have done with Grandfather Hunter if
we had faced Judge Burgwyn's unhappy

-choice, but we feel that the other In-

mates of the County Home have 2 right
to protest having a convicted felon sen-
tenced to Jolm their hapless company.
Surely there must be a more fitting spot:
for the old man to spend his last years,
and it seems to us the court has & clear
obligation to find it.

Candid But Just?

riotte -News says cdlbumlly :

d play the role of ‘conispicu-
ite if it said that it 'regretmd

John G.. Carpenter,: the

 but adds’ that it siricerely re-
of John Cv Cxtpeni,er,

the most honest and -
tal

ments bearing

I thu was true of Carptnter, his case
was not uiqie. But that-is aside from
our preserit plrpose, which is.not-to
discuss differences in individual-attri-
butes and personalities, but simply to
cbserve in passing that .the: Charlotte
newspaper - has- given us:a refreshing
variation in the way of writing:- edis

torial comment upon the dead. s va-::

riation . which -at least seeks’ to pay

_tribute to one’s real virtues; while mak-

ing no effort to. whitewash:the spots

_ wherein he .was weak, -as the writer

sees it

The Jurisdiction of the great Petrillo

n'the radio field comes under the Con
e, Noting the

Shetner

{ Sec.
retary of the Navy &
and -himself, .to
guide U. 8, policy
broad..

himself, under the
direction of

e . B
President, ha_always. handled for~

elgn policy. Conferences were held
with other Cabinet heads -when

necessary, and, during the year or =

50 before Pearl Harbor, the Army
and Navy, almost more than the
State Department, dictated U. 8.
policy toward Japan.

‘However, never before has there
been an official Cabinet com-
mittee to advise on forelgn policy
such =as_that now being worked
out by Byrnes.

e resson behind the move is
the fact that American policy
now hinges more and more on the
location of U. S, Troops abroad.
The -State and War Departments,
for instance, must work closely to-
gether regarding the occupation
of Germany. Likewise in Japan.

NO LADIES MAN

General “Ike” Eisenhower is as
fearless as they make 'em when
it comes to German air and artill-
ery attack., He is also calm and
collected under fire of senatorial
committees. But, warrlor that he
is, General Eisenhower is not so
poised when the opposite sex gets
on the firing line.

Recently, six determined young
women had the chief of staff al-
most wanting to retreat when they
called at his office to demand
the discharge of Army fathers. The
delegation was led by Mrs, James

ueller of Pittsburgh, Pa,
whose husband, the father of two
children is serving in Italy.

One group of ladies hﬁd be-
sieged the General in the halls
of Congress, which proved em-
‘barressing. So, later, Eisenhower
graciously invited s delegation of

mothers to call st the f'entagon
Building, at which Mrs.
Mueller set forth MX points of
the program of the “Bring Home
Daddy Club,” including the use
of family allotments for the es-
tablishment of overseas schools for
single volunteers.

“The present allotments for
service wives with children
arenx’t emough to support us
anyhow, General” she snid,
“Why not discharge all the
fathers so you cam use the
allotment money for the pur-
pose of nltracﬁn‘ volunteers
to the Arm

“Just what are the family
allotments for enlisted men?”
inquired Eisenhowes.

A’ question like this coming from
the Chief of Staff of the Army
causéd his callers to stare at each

other. Mrs. Mueller hastened to
explain that the wife of an en-
listed man with one child recclves
$80, $100 if she has two childre:
Tke didn't bother to alibi his sHp,
though he looked @ bit flustered.
HARRY HOPKINS

Historians will never agree as to

Harry Hopkins was
cod or bad influence on the man
hc worshipped; just s the col~
umnists never could agree o this
point while both were living.

But historians will agree that
never did the late President have
a more devoted -

Harry used to live around -the
corner from me during meny of
his years in Washington. It was
o little frame house, With a base-
ment entrance usually littered
with scooters and tricycles left
there by his daughter Diana.

Ha.\ry who never had any money

his eagre Government
saml‘y lived Blune with Diana and
one colored servant. Much of the
time, he stayed in bed. One third
of his stomach had been removed
to prevent the spreL\d of cancer,
and as long as took care of
himself he at 1Es.st held his own.

Howevér, he never took care of
himscll Chieﬂy on his mind was

boss.” Harry used to worry
over the boss much more than
about himsel. He had s private
phone direct from his bed w the
White House and he and
talked to each other several mm.s
= day. Later, when he was up and
sround, Harry was al think-
ing about this or that which would
please the President—people whom
he would. like to meet at lunch,
books he would like to read.

Finally, FDR Insisted that
Harry come and dive In the
‘White House where they codfld
be “together. And from ' that
time on, Harry Hopkins sat In
on the most vital conferences
of the Nation—conversatlons
which affected the fate of thc

of our admirals and . generals

hated him. . They' accused: him

of sitting up with  Wibsion

Churchill ln lhe ‘White : House'

tehing milltary

whleh Che}', the il

ry. men, could not override

when they heard about . them

the :next morning.

‘Unquestionably,
taunch - defender

Dorothy Thompson

el
~ Soviet Russia;
N.ISS!ON TO D{DSCDW

a
espectally in its conclusion, is an exiremely = ¢

interesting document.
British _trade sunionists _found ?-hlt

-~ ‘The
trade Ilnlon ofﬂciak in Russia Were as much =

The Strikes And Our World

NEW YORK

R. FAIRLESS of United States

Steel went to the root of the
issues in the strikes, and accepted
both labor’s and
Government’s for-
mulation of it
How great a Tise
in wages can the
American  econ-
omy stand while
maintaining  the
present level of
prices? That is the =
“fact finding” for
which the Presi-
dent has appoint-
ed a commission. .

But assess
the facts, more is needed -than
access to ‘the books, of individual
companies, and when the facts are
in hand, they must be generalizéd
with a view to establishing some
rules, Mr. Fairless has proposed
that the President call a conference
of leading executives; if he should
wish to add to the conference lead-
ing economists, Mr. Fairless could
hardly object, If the strikes are
not immediately settled the Presl-
dent should accept his proposition.

To the public at large the strikes
appear as a struggle for power,
and the dominant attitude seems
to be “a plague on both your
Houses.” The unions present the
strikes as though they were lock-
outs, for the purpose of bresking
the unions. But the employers
canunot break the unions, and know
it; the union leaders do not want
to overthrow the American sys-
tem. for if they did they would
overthrow themselves along with it.

e problem of inflation affects
everybody, but it affects the masses
of the people more than it does
stockholders and great industries.

COSTLY STRIKES

The strikes are terribly costly
to the strikers. GM workers. who
have been out over ten weeks, have
lost income which they will not re~
cover for years even . were their
present demands fully met. The
loss to American production and
thus to the nation is fabulous.
Since the issue can be formulated,
and since everyone, U, S, Steel,
labor, and Government, are agreed
‘that ‘this is the issue, it is pre-
pasu rous if a settlement cannot

e made on the basis of . reason,
mitend of one who can resist until
unconditional surrender.

That labor has based  its - claim
on productivity, and Is taking into
consideration the maintenance of
= stable price level, is a .step for-

ward. It shows proper considera-
tion for the whole economy. It is
unwise to assume that this atti-
tude is insincere, though'it is bound,
m the nature of things, to have &

bias. Se, for the matter, have
the employers a biss. But they
should remember that for masses
private’ enterprise is no longer a
sacred cow. Everyone is now
awaye that other sorts of econ-
omies exist, and that our sort. in
the world as a whole, 15 not win-
ning many new friends or influenc-
ing many new people.

PUBLIC ENTERPRISE

Private enterprise is a misnomer
for the system we have. Corpora-
tion, some of which employ more
men than the inhabitants of a
large city, and have stockholders
appmxxmamg half a miilion, are
not_prival

Nine-lenths of the people of the
United States are not capltalists,
They may own stocks In corpors-
tions, but they have no control
over the industries in which the
stocks are invested, and the income
from them is of secondary impor-
tance. They are a manner of ac-
cumulating savings, but for few
are they & substitute for earned
income. Small stockholders are
more concerned about the fate of
their jobs, the prices they must
pay for fvod, shelter and clothes,

The Pecple’s Platform

and the taxes which are subtracted
from their earnings, than in the
apnual dividend reports from the
bank. Industry's public relationa
counsels often seem curiously out
of touch with the peuplc to whom
they gddress thelr
70 BE THANKFUL

We have s0 much for which to
be thankful. . The survival of
most of our soms; & country with-
out a single city or countryside de-
vestated; a production machine
geared to produce much more than
we need or can consume, and cap-
able of replacing every obsolescent
‘home, bullding. machine, and plant;
a reconstruction job for ourselves
and for large parts of mankind.
It is a prospect to thrill the
imagination and release the ener-’
gies—and meanwhile struggles over
8 Iew cents &n hour sre costing us
hundreds of millions of dollars’
worth of real things, and beneflt-
ing only the speculators and black™
market profiteers,

e -struggle should. end —We
should accept, as & people, the
theory that workers’ income should
be geared to productivity, and get
golng on & greater and more ex-
citing task than that of war.

We still welgh high in the bal-
ances of natlons, but woe if th
most fortunate of peoples should
be weighed and found wanting.

Another Blast For Hall

By LAURA MeLAIN
Charlotie
JIEREWITH an open letter - to
your columnist, Leonsrd -Hall;
Dear Mr. Hall:

Your column interested me slight-
Iy until recently when you started
making digs at overseas GI's.. Now
it nnus!abes me beyond description.

just’ one  ques
wnuld like to ask you: “If you
so very, very patriotic. 85 you
would have your readers believe,
why aren't you overseas doing your
bit?”

are

No doubt you are 100 old to b
in the Army, but it surely could
use & few suckers like you who
would not have courage enough-to
stand up for your rights. You
and the other arm chair generals
and 4-F'¢ who claim to know.so
much about everything in .general
should swap’ places with any.sol-
dier overseas' for. just® one -month.
(One week . would get. most: of

you) I wonder how - your. column:

s
Churchill. Almost. equally ‘he” was

a;bellever that the Russiang: must

be' supportéd -no miatter: how’ great
%da

thelf:sins. Many disagree’ with him
vlgoyously Bm the. boss—the: Pres-

And thrnuxh those: crucial, nerve.

And 0 the end
for :his mend, and Hnrry
moved from. Washington ¢

- Jim:
y's many cutist decrees, & Cnmomm o

“to ‘modulate t]

would read if you did that...There
is no reason, why men who were
rejected by the Army . for minor
physical reasons could not ‘replace
the  boys have earned the

ho
-privilege of lving their own ives

for & change.
Like ‘many others, I am glad the

asthe
mlnaiemcnt e rate of pay on & job was
Tirst discussed by the trade union commitiee
end the management, If they: failed. to

agree, the case was referred to the central i

council of the union, which in tum “took 16
up with the director of the pl

Failing a settlement at cms pumu and 1t
would probably only happen if large numbers
of workers were involved, the All Union

ere coul
Stnkeﬁ are ﬂhinl in Soviet R
t of the activities of the eueatan trade
e oere woncerned. the Britiahera found,
wm sport, culture, welfare and social fnsur-
nce. While the unions had some inde-
pendence, it was severely restricted by the
fact that they could mot indulge in open
conflict with the management-or the State
authoritles.

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY
These British Iaborites, who believe: in

clal demecracy,
{oliows:

“The functions and activitics of the: tfade
union may differ to some extent in a Social
st State from what they are in s Capitalist
State, but never, in our view, to the.pofnt
that seems to be sccepted In. the Soviet:
Union—that the workers' principal  tnter~
ests can s&Iel)‘ be ieft to a workers' governs
ment which must necessarily . and .at sl
times have the interests of the workers at
heart. Our faith in the perfection of humin

particularly governments; Nas

g5,
Bt yet, reached that dizzy height? B

n other words. the British trade uilonists
l‘r:jecud the doctrine thai the State Iy alls.

erful and all-wise.| In thelr: view. the'
rights of the. individual and the organisa~
tions of which he. s & _part—: unfons,
church and so cn—cannot be preserved undes
such .8 system.

Bertram  Benedict

Peace Affer
Wo'rl‘d Wars

+ Baying pedcer peace, When there 18
no pmcc The lament. af Jeremiah seems

after V«J Day.
United Nnhma. Tran: has thrown & monkey
wrench' by  demanding: setien sgainst. Soviet
intrusion in. xram-u affairs. - And the Saviet
Union- has thrown gauntlet ta '
Great Britain:by asking the Assembly to d
something . about British mmwy Bebivity m
Greece and Java. the record today:
Java; mdmcmnm Siasn—British troops,

soldiers- have guts enough to stick
up for themselves. . (And, inciden~::
tally, I-am" not &" “Mom.”) .The
Army hes pushed them:around: like
¢attle and lied to them. for years.
‘The Army has actually forced them
to stage the - demonstrations  you s
referred o in’ your article of ‘Jan:
21,1946, -I1f they’had been treated
&s:men’ who  have fought & war
 be treated i

v ald forces, sup
‘pressing n-uvm. movemenits by foree. &
Grece—Something askin: to civil war.
Palestine—-Smoider!
Irsn-’l‘hrem of force behind Sovist prese

rkev——'l‘hreat to fight belore yie)dln( o

eriment-Communist. truce,
Korea—Armed unrest..

¥T HAS BEEN WORSE

no ‘cause for” su

However, thi - record: becume; -
I red with the

ch
No,. Mr.: Hall," those: soldiers™ bts-
ging: to :be brought  home ‘are ‘not

ﬂtuuuun “in_the stx months follbwing the
o 918,

8

Inwﬂ‘&mmwo{(m i




