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£ JOVEN a casual visitor to the coal fields

pleasant place to live. Despite all the
the past two decades the min-
o still bears the ugly scars of an
in which ruthless exploltation of the
| miners was 2 universal practice among the
[ And even more significant

trauma are to be found in the minds of the
* eoal miners: themselves. .

The union to which’ these mineworkers
belong is not-a democratic’ organization,
“and 1t can be demonstrated that they are
in economic slavery—no unfon mem-
job—by John L. Lewis. But
tatorship does not explain the
of his followers. That explana-
in the mental scars still borne
e workers, and in a set of cold
lembers of the United Mine Work-
$44.25 for five working days
ours, $59.25 for five working
45"hours, or $75.25 for & 54-
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@ so voluntarfly and collect time-
a-half for it; most of them do accept
overtime work. and in August, 1948, accord-
ing to the Federal Bureau of Labor Statis-
ties %lr average weekly “take-home pay”
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Under the Lewis dictatorshlp the coal
miners, once the worst pald of all Ameri-
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| and avold possible legal obstacles as they
- head into town with their fenders dragging.
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he Seeds OFf Destruction

per cent. But it is unreasonable to expect
him to turn his back on the man who has
wrought & genuine miracle in the coal
flelds. »

Nor 1s 1t logical to expect the miner to
be deeply. concerned because the course
Lewis has dictated 1s contrary to the pube
lic interest, The public displayed little con-
cern with the plight of the coal miner In
the diys when he suffered greater hard-
ships and indignities than most Americans
have evet known. He may owe the publie
something for the liberal labor legislation
that finally permitted him -to organize,
but it was his own strength, employed with
ruthless skill by John L. Lewls, that finally
ensbled him to lift -himself by hiz own
bootstraps.

. This is an attempt to explain the attitude
of the miners, not to justity it. There can
be no justification for the methods being
employed now by Lewis to push through.
another enormous wage increase for the
miners. Nor, even in these inflated times,
13 there any justification for the new pay
scale (a buse of $76.25 for a 40-hour week)
he reportedly plans to incorporate in a
new contract, if he gets it. Even in the

be committed, this is an uneconomic wage.

It would almost certainly ralse the cost'
of coal above competitive fuels,

the process of industrial eonve:
natural and synthetic gas, oll, or atomie
energy.

" If there 1a & moral In this, 1t is that ex-
ploitation carries with it the seeds of its
own destruction. When the miners were
unorganized the operators exploited their
weakness, and in so doing thelr

People’s Platform

own profits, and even benefitted the gen-
eral publie by keeping down the eost of
coal. But at the same time they ereated
the United Mine Workers—and John L.
Lewis—and in the end control of their in«
dustry passed from their hands to those
of an arrogant old man who now decides
when, and’ under what conditions, they'
may operate, Today John Lewis 13 exploit-
ing his unlon’s new strength, inflating his
own ego and conferring great benefits upon
the miners. But at the same time he is
helping to destroy the industry upon which
he and they, as well as the operators, de-
pend. Te .

There 15 a cruel loglc In this, and-per-
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’And Out By -

operation s old-fashioned. In pre-war days,
it was possible in Charlotte to call any one
of a variety of phone numbers for prompt,
courteous service, but during the war years,
due to the manpower shortage and brisk.
over-the-counter trade, many of our boot~
leggers allowed their home delivery service
-0 lapse. A man dropped into the office
the other day, however, bearing a small,
chaste card which hid been handed him
on & busy street-corner, It bore & telephone
number and the simple, dignified legend:
“Call John—Nothing But The Best.” Our
visitor displayed it with genuine pleasure,
regirding it, he sald, as a sure sign that
reconversion has finally set in.

These are all signs of normalcy, certain-
ly, and indlcations that our bootleggers
haven't lost their old competitive spirit.
It is possible that prices may even be re-
duced, but 1 is perhaps more probable
that the number of bootleggers will be
reduced, by gunfire, if competition should
begin to cut into the tidy, tax-free little
200 per cent profit the trade now enjoys.

.There 13 only a single cloud on the boot-
leg and as yet it is no bigger
than an “X” on & ballot. There is always o
chance ‘that Mecklenburg might vote in
ABC stores, but we gather that the boot-
leggers, plowing their excess profits into
new 1d ded service, face

~®00n as he hangs up the

‘The basic organization, of course, is al-
ready in existence, although its presemt

Another Voice

an
the future with full confidence that,the
citizenry will continue to vote dry and
drink wet.

An Essay In Quotation Marks

mewspaper reader who believes In

- & labels must be sadly confused today. He
has learned that the “reactionary” Senator
~gba, ‘member of

the party supported by

Martin, who will be “rightist” speaker of
the new House of Representatived.

French politics Is complicated. Under the
Third Republic the Republicans of the
Left were a leading Rightist party, and it
has often been sald that the Radical
Soclalists are neither radical nor socialist.
The American system, of ecourse, is simple,
We have only two important parties, and

against the Negro
‘Yociferously defended by the “leffists,” who
| ‘dgnore the fact that the Republican Party
founded in
legroes,

should not have the same dif-
ficulty in understanding our politics that
‘we have in understanding theirs. Or should
they?—New York Herald Tribune.

“At 3-1/2 years the child's vocsbulary
lacks elght of the 35 sounds present in
adult speech”—and makes up for it with
* machinegun imitation quite beyond the
mature larynx.

“A radio station near, Palermo, Bicily,
has been invaded by an'armed band for
«the second consecutive night.” If it's an-
other suspense program, let it dig up s
Sponor. £ %

“War, and quite much out of touch with

Off The

officer,

—HENRY McCARN,
for the Hawthorne Lane Residents.

ain- Higflway?
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formation, say that he was assigned to the Public
Relations o 3
‘Theater of oOme‘tkml. U. 8, Ay, with

the famed 761st Tank Battalion,
service.

than I, and
:Mr. Anderson

Economi

theugh their dollars
have fallen in value. While, on the other hand, those
vast numbers who receive small ‘wages
to considerable
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Brig. Gen.
. Negro Army
and then became & member of & combat unit,
with which he

therefare, I
fo this

are far beyond ing known in' the history of the

The of is the
real problem of the present day. inflation, which nancial
seems could be
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forced upward. The miners them.
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Potomac Power Case
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Withdrawal Foeh In pay And costs of produetion A Pevision of the capital structure,
CHARLOTTE  and distribution, prices will again Tise, which natural.  50-88 to exclude froami the rate base
Editors, Tox News: ly bring about @ greater shortage of goods and auto-  these 30 millions,  geni
J EAVE sent the-following letter o the Hon. Herbert  matically delays our % SKYg 0L 30 par csay 1o $he oost o
‘Baxter, Mayor of Charlotte: It really seems that our economic condition #s  electric power in the city of -
out of bounds and has & on our soclal Purther, if this principle CASE A "MUST"
©n July 17, 1946, my name was submitted 10 YOU  gpryctyre. B - legally established generally In 1 the Department of Justice fails
for appointment ss s member of the City Veter- All this economic strife of an Internal nature ~ the country it would mean the aver- the people in this case, it will have
e A Committee, under the sponsorship of  yoyld seemingly have s very bad effect on our forelgn A8 SAVIng of 10 per cent in rates. something to for at the bar
siheuns Weltsre Asotisdce. policy. Perhaps this will soon bring us to our senses,  HOWever, although the Government  of public Unfortunately,
the feeling of the assoclation that a vet- The where our srmies of tion {tself would be able to. save very guch a disregard of the in-
eran of World War IT should be on this c are today stationed their doubts about  JATge sums of money if the Tite ferest would inevitably fnwolve
1 cansulf matters of interest  democracy be 0 1deas of efficlency in District of «Colimbls would  Pregident ‘Consids
to veterans of World War II, who are Negroes, it thelr governments along with social and economic ~ DOL have to be stretched to cover 8 politieal potency and sctivity in
having pointed out that the Negro member of yplift, while one man dictatoraltip is the ruling factor 7 Per cent on thia gurplus, the De- Rhissourt of tha % n
that body was & veteran of the over herg n the labor #itustion. ent of Justice has been ahow- _ Co. considering the further fact

-American
the feelings

quil
and desires of Negro veterans of World War IL

W. 80D, n
clation, and editor of the Charlotte Eagle, who s also
a veteran of World War II

I think needs an intro-

. .Anderson
duetion to the eity life, since he has been a part of
it for many years here. However, I might, for in-

Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round °

WASHINGTON

ONE of the most interesting things about the Government's

injunction against John L. Lewis is that it was granted

by Judge Alan Goldsborough, who previously had decided &
vitally important case in Lewis's favor.

Thus the Justice Department had the fortune to appear
before & fudge Who certainly cannot be suspected of prefudice
sgainst Lewis, especially in view of the sensational nature
of the case which he decided. -

For on Jan, 10, 1945, Judge Geldsborough handed down
8 ruling, which, if it had gone the other way, might have
shaken the iron throne from which John L. Lewis long has

Nrws,

though, in uc:!:dtumnl
% will withh

—JOHN M. MACAULEY.

cases and u; 3
the writer's M;:‘—l ttors,

‘tucky.
: coineider

placed on the ballot as & candidate for president.

Not in ten years had miner had the courage to
challenge, Lewis's iron-fisted rule. Edmundson at least had
the satisfaction of forcing Lewls into court. That, however,
was gs far as he got. Judge Goldsborough, who last week
ruled against Lewls, in this case ruled for him. John L.s
rival for presidency of the United Mine Workers found him=
self out of court. .

Lewis’s Hatchet Man
those who knew the inside dealings of the mine workers,

Ray Edmundson's break with Lewis had great saignifi-
cance; ten Edmundson had been Lewis's
£0-

ruled over 400,000 miners. The 7 an
sult—involved the right of another mine leader to run as &
rival against Lewls for presdent of the United Mine Workers.

1f Judge Goldsborough had ruled the other way and
gTanted the Injunction of rival mine leader Ray Edmundson,
by one stroke of the pen he would have opened up the entire
question of dictatorship vs. democracy inside the United
Mine Workers. :

Here are the highly significant facts behind the dispute:

Squelching A Rival

AY EDMUNDEON, ance appointed by Lewis as president

of Distriet 12 which takes in the entire state of Tlinols,
‘was duly elected by his district a del ‘incine
he

as a delegate to the Ci
natl United. Mine Workers Convention in 1944, at which
proposed Tunning against Lewis for president.

with the. Prog Miners. e n b
Mining Commission shows after page where Edmi
Son onerated Tor Lewls i the feud which saw 21 of Lewiss
rivals killed. .

Most significant of all was the fact that Edmundson
helped Lewls put across the t of around $300,000 to
mine operator Carl Elshoff at Springfield, 1L, to his
mines closed in order to throw jve Miners out of work.

One case
1s that William Green, president of the AP of L, heard about
Lewls's sccret payment to Euhoff a3 esrly us 1938 but i

Te
got & letter from banker F. J. X
New_York, stating that “a man by the name of Elshoff,
lessee of & mine, is paying a rental of §2000 to the owners
of the mine at Springtield, Tl There is something very
peculiar about this situation, of which you would
el & (el e, - parky
e workers of another
DGn:cn at that time was the hated rival of Lewis. The
latter had left the AFL and was calling Green all sorts of
names. However, Green did nothing except pass Lisman's
letter on to the Progressive Miners.

It is
nce that J. Foster Dulles,

1t is, of course, Just & ity Truman itees and are
The People’s Platform {s available to any that the North American (halding) not in the ca of “Cfesar's
reader who cares to mount i. Communications Co, 18 an impertant political factor wife” s0 far as public utilitiss are
lm[blubl l;u thmrl"m words, f t':a"““ if in m.!m of 'hlcl: i U General.
, and on only one side o] . both Justice Olark President  who

e R T
3 - when a 3 .

Snyching coss, Lo b Public |y’u.uuu Commission of Ken- erful, simply afford not

& further interesting

Goldshorough Once Ruled In Lewis’ Favor

was
pay & mine operator to
hml:f. In fact, they did mot it

£l
3
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“It's & hell of & policy to hand over our dues to & mine
3 ed Robert Martin, head of Local 49.

e come before the executive board I would have
opposed it,” sald John Glasgow, & member of District 12's
execut! *“Advancing owners st \
my of ‘unionism.” [4

, by that time, there was miners

osephine Roche, former

and operator of the Rocky

‘would have come to the attention
the Federal Government had not started its



