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'City-Counpy Consolidation

: (Do City-County consolida-
tion some days ago we wound up an
editorial with the summary: “The need is
great, the prospects dim.” Since then there
have beey some changes. The neea remains
great, but the prospects are ® considerably
brighter.
"The County Board of Commissianers has
shown a marked interest in the possibility
of eonsolidation;. so, a5 indiy/duals, have

* directly concerned are, naturally, confining
thelr comment to generalities, but nowhere .
1s there any evidence of the sort of closed
mind the dis has ‘always run into
' in the past.

The polnt has been made, !.n'm-:hwe
concur, that nothing can be done untll
more specific Information is at hand. Burke
Davis's investigation, 88 reported in THE
News, was admittedly superficlal. designed
only, to show the need for ellmlmtln:

the waste and inefficiency of the present
dual system. He did not attempt to evalu-
ate the two principal proposals of the past
—extension of the City limits to the County
line, or complete separation of City and
County,

Chalrman McAden of the County Board
came forward yesterday with the eminently

practical suggestion that County and City
]alnuy retain. an outside organization to
make a complete survey of our local gove
ernment. Mr. McAden suggested the Uni-
‘versity of North Carolina’s Institute of Gove
ernment as the agency for the job becauss
it is close enough to the problem to be
familiar with it, and far enough away to
be free of political pressure.

This seems to us an excellent aun‘.ln(
point for what is certain to be a Kk
range project. It may very nu 'be ﬂn.t

aration, of Cliy and Dﬂu‘lty is utterly im=
practical .and that the best solution will
be o plecemenl merger, agency by agency.
These are a few of the basis questions
County Cemmissioners and City. Council=
men, who are themselves experts on mu-
nicioal government, cannot now answer.

The important thing, It seems to us, is
there is In evidence a will to put an end
to the wasteful system we have main-
tained for so many years. That may very
well be the biggest hurdle to be crossed.
and now that we are over it we should
proceed without delay to assemble the
facts in the case.

The Virtues Of Conflict

T TRUMAN'S Day.
lrpmm\ummt, in which he tossed the

anything at all, unless Mr. Truman plans
to abandon his Party's basic princioles.
‘The sole issue of any in the

‘The people have spoken against the Dem=
ocratic theory, it Is quite true. (Although
there is merit to the argument of the dis-
placed liberals that they voted not against
the theory of the New Deal, but
the fumbling application of that theory in
recent months) But three times before
the people gave Democratic theories an
overwhelming efidorsement. There is little
doubt that they will do s0 again, perhaps
because what they ultimately desire is a
compromise between the extremes of the

Congressional campalgn was the question
of Federal Intervention in the daily life
of the citizenry—how far should the Gov-
ernment go in regulating the economic

positions.
But'it is certainly not a
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‘Editors, Trx NEws:

l'r GOES 'mhaul saying that I am tremendously

interested In your editorials, lntlvltlm, and in-
fluence in behalf lﬂ lncmu tlon for the
00l of the State nI Not Carolina. I

& Republican obligation to seek that com=
promise. Mr. Truman's cleu duty during
these next two years I8 to tight for those
things Qe believes in, to protect as well as

he can the positive lchlmmenh ol three

y loss

every round—in all mbl'hllity hz wlll be
cause of the defection of the Southern
branch of his party, which no longer ac-

eapu Dexioeratic mnclplu— but-that 1!,

“Feadtw' fot bl to vosition
Mmllhﬂllﬂrtd.mhﬂlmnah

; « . abdicate umuﬂmee with Senator Ful-
'.ng‘,g:}g mﬂnedi Tepresent the‘ s and e, bty
ﬁ:mw % fused;scertatnly he should not now-be ex. -

pected to Muu by lending whole-hearted

and economic structure of the New Deal

the principles upon: which he
‘was elécted to the Benate and the Vice-
m.mmpmh-mmw
throughout his political life.

‘Another Voice

in the of every=

thing he mnaa for. 2
Most of the crles for co-operation come
from those who do not understand, or do
not really believe in our political system.
That system is based on conflict; it makes

.8 virtue of conflict, in the belief that light

a3 well a3 heat is generated by clashing
theorles. The hotter it grows in Washing=
ton during the next two years the more
light will be shed on a murky political
scene. The process 15 terribly expensive, but

s 1t 15 essentlally healthy.

The Great Cotton ‘Mystery’

the nation's principal cotton ex-
changes suspended trading on Wed-
nesday of this week it marked the third
mmmummm:mx:mrme
mction had been found necessary to
order In this hmwrlxﬂydemurllhnd
exchanges reopened for busi-
ness yesterday and prices rebounded
, but the decline of the two weeks
previous had carrled December futures
ip New York from a high of 39 cents a
pound to below 29 cents. This fall of more
than 25 per cent represents $5¢*in the price
of a bale of cotton.

ascribes the debacle in
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making It the smallest, with one exception,
of the present century, and that the cotton
carry-over, which had stood at 11.2 million
bales in 1845 and 75 millions this year,
would be less than 4 millions next year, &
record low. Bpecull!lve excitement was
further increased by the Administration's
recent reversal of its hnu: policy with re-
spect to price regulation.

Bo long as cotton prices remained some-
where in the nelghborhood of their levels
of the Spring and early Summer the mar-
ket could boast a reasonable degree of
stability. These prices were not greatly
above the level at which farmers could
obtaln officlal support by putting their
cotton under Government loan. And they
were not far out of line with the prices
of competing fibers. But cotton at 39 cents
& pound is quite ancther story. This fig-
ure iz 13 cents above the “| price,
and nearly 15 cents above the price (92 1-3

wmmndlty. Moreover, cotton at this level
was far out of line from & competitive
standpolnt. Rayon staple fiber sells at
around 25 cents & pound. Since there is a
loss of 10 per cent in the spinning of cot-
ton, a price of 30 cents is, for competitive
purposes, actually the equivalent of 43
cents, or 18 cents higher than rayon. Add
to these sources of vulnerability the fact
that mill inventories have been accumue
lating as a result of uncertainty as to
price policies and that consumer resist-
ance has been mounting steadily, and
much of the mystery about the market's
decline dissppears. —New York Times,

necessary, the veteran rounder holds,
kt’ have prohlblmm back to bring the
price of -hhky down.

‘The Government is now satisfied that
Tokyo Rose was a composite of half a
dozen people. But what girl lsn't?

. Maybe it im't the drinker himself who
gets into barroom fights, but those neu!
apirits, taking sides.

am in & position personally and from a standpoint of
«observation to realize that school employees are ugder=
paid and that the educational system of the Btate
©f North Carolina Is suffering for lack of support not
only in salary but also tn moral support and interest
on the part of the people whose children attend the
achools. As superintendent I have frequently been
told when requesting some consideration from patrons
for co-operation in .lc!mol mnun. “The State 15
Tunniog the schools. et it run them and support
Them.~" This s Indicative 'of the Attude. of ‘many
patrons with reference to. thelr local schools.

Aot S ot Sl

sgersobo: “—:ﬁﬁ"‘
“units :mt many whole school systerns have undue and

‘unfair- advantages over a majority of the nchmhm
the -hm of North Carolina, School cehiers that
located in uni

Lare thist Tave n conentation
‘ot -nlth I ve | ' pro=" "
+wide mmior !U the wmrt o( the. schools.
They ll’!

a positios e
to provide the best mumm, lr.\d n!\zn have 1ittle
regard for the welfare and progress of their less fore
tunate neighboring schools. These fortunate
and school supporters by-and-large are those who
are clamoring more loudly for compensation.
Weru & ‘majority of the schools in the state provided
for on & parity with the more-fortunate they would
hlva lulf icfent increase to
1t 1s my conviction that one child 1A North Caro-
line s entitled to as suod an educational oﬂpmunlw
st public u?eﬂu any other child, and the
Legislature of North Carolina would help the lchocl
system of North Carolina, why would they not :L'm
equalize educational opportunities? The schools of
the stats of Nerth

people. The peopl the state are acquaint
the critical ﬂmlmm thnt faces us. It-is my oplnl.nn
un: the on-coming

uuumm will do the best for
the schools that taking the sit-

they reasonably can,

uation in general into consideration.

The teachers of North Carolina and the school
employees must present a united front and coma 1o

gether on & reasonable and on basis

attempt to gain a satisfactory and reasonabls -djuu-
ment. In my humble judgment it does not
the educational forces of this state to lnvolve itself too
deeply in pal.ltlﬂ and thereby divide its forces.

observal rience it doﬂ Dot pay. |

and the same Administration the next Winter for

consideration from the same that it had fought so val=

fantly in the primary. Your guess is as good as mine
whether or not they were successful this time.

It i8 my humble opinion that teacher f

pensation work-

North Carolina rather

t. The North Carclina Educa-

'..Inl\ Mulion Lhm:h its leaders, Charles W.

president, and the legislative committee, a
unl.nx. mva done, m expect to do just this; nmly

wn.n merem 1o any increase in com
e Legislature of

Drew Pearson’s o

of.
rollnn can better attaln their uﬂbiﬂ.uvzu

work with the Legislature. I for one, and the
taachers of Sity County Administrative Uplt, are 100

per cent
—.lomv W. COMER, Supt.
Surry County Schools.

Good Luck )

NORWOOD
rs, The News:

As ‘he election 1s over now and us Democrats have
lost let's Tiot, give up. We view back now to before
m: the dark days wnen the Democrats were mot in
e hear that the Democrats are dead but it's
Jist Tor while, The foundatipn that Mr. Roosevelt
iaid shall always stand. Back4n 1932 the same party
that went in now helped the Democrats to elect 8 man
that brought us out of that depression and gave the
Iaboring peaple l1lv1nv condition.
S P o 80 Y e ek e
an people will it up aad | Als ot

d we come
W n.\n own these same Democnt: M:I.I still hu lrru\
elr party. we hope that these men who will take

bear in ricans

o!ﬂu will mind that we lre all Ame:
and we want 1 live a5 brothers. He hope them suce
cess and the best of Juck.

—D. A. WALKER.
‘Writers’ Boost

is & copy of a resolution adopted
"The. Chariotie Writen: Olub at 1o Tt b
meeting held 5 Nov 1048, Thia resolution was adogted
:llur & lengthy discussion of the teachers' salary ques-

as the Charlotte Wrﬂtrs Club has a hatural

snd ln.hermt interest in pro:
welfare of this community -nd state, and Whem
‘The Chll’lolte ‘Writers' Club has observed
tv!u the desertion of members of the 'eld"ln( pro«
and the curtalled enrollment in teachers'
:::llm‘ institutions because of txl.nln‘ low salary

‘Therefore be it Resolved: By the Charlotte Writs
ers’ Club in regular meeting lllmbl on Narher
5. 1948, that full a5 combiste €a be given

% the action recently taken hy thn soum Pledmont
Teachers' Assoclation in requesting permanent and
lnmml imzreuu Inr public school teachers'

in North Care
—VI'IOINIA 8. BURSA,
4 Secretary.

The People’s Platform ts avatfible to any
reader who cares to mount it. Cammunicatlam
should be less than 300 words. typewritten 1f
possibl e, aﬂd on only one mu of the paper,
Libel a: will J
tmythinq goes. Each ie!ter mlut D! signed, al-
t)wuyh in uce?tlanni cases and upon request,
'Pa: id the writer's name—Editors,
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Repubhcan Prospe

Samuel Grafton

1

one. Even the perspleacions  Mr.
Tum,muemm mgmlmul-"“-.ﬂmm
wounds and feeling sorry for Heés. Bepablicaos.
themselves. But,. after all, ‘will be no more self-restrained than
ssked for What they gob anyons would expect of them.
Ahey did not insist upon the com- 'm-w'&nuqu‘u-ﬂu'
interest that was paid. Really And so the Demcersts undes -
is the Republicans who ought their feeble and enervated “leads
lohtaﬂl:{uarm,lnmu-lm ership." The - Republicans will' not
In 1933, Roosevelt had swept  bo deterred by the thought thas
the country, many new faces sp- will be taking candy. from
Euummnnmoim child. A s
that landalide, as in this one, VAL OF UNFITEST 5
there were some unfits and misf} hnﬂbﬂ"ﬂf'ﬁlm“ﬂh
who had struck it rich on ® po- but the unfit, who survive, There
litical fller. Portunately for the A&re crusty old Republican
country a5 well as for the Demio- Who clung to the y
erats, » strong and. experienced °’mmm‘-m-ﬂm
man had moved into the Whits the tri t years of Pranklin
House. He had control of ths vast D. Roosevelt. By ‘the crippling and
. Federal pai and he was pre- md«moanuellnla;lgnu.lhﬂ.
pared to assert his undoubted lead- old men of the ses 0
3 G FOR FUMBLE m’n‘?&am&“ Nm“
tatives and
4 This will not be the case with over the chairmenships of
the new Republican Congress in Committees of both Senats .
January. Among {ts members will House. And in this certainty lies
* e found political soldiers of for- tnemm«nwmo:.?ﬁ:m
tune who are not gqualified for the quickly dissolving inio- doubt ang
mmtuqmo%m-m‘mﬂm of éager
will ba lke ths rejected Who mhmuvm ﬂu{:m:-
has been caught on the rebound. general that all would well
by the wrong girl. And there willnot ~ With the country and the whola -
be nearly encugh political ple even World if they should turn cit the
to take the edge off of the insati- supposedly “tired old men” whe
-hl.wmmmotm were hangovers from the Roosevelt
Jobs, certainly the best of them, ~Administration and substituts 1
¥ill remain in Democrstic hands. them such intellectually sprightly
Moregver, there is no single Repub-  and forward-looking -
lican in-either House who will be = Joseph W. Martin, (ir.), 2
accepted generally as the leader of Knutdon, Arthur Capper, C. Wi
the party. The PFederal Adminis- Iand Brooks, Clyde M. Reed, I.‘E
tration will resemble & football field = Moore, John Taber, Robert . Jones,
on which the members cf Both of S A. Dondero, Ralph E.
8 teams Are scrambling to re- ureh, John M. Vorys, Clare -
cover a fumbled ball man, Dewey Mml.a‘)':ﬁ‘-’
Moreover, the Republican leaders ski. J. Parnell Thomas, Charles A,
;:ru':mnmmwm B, Wiggleswortl;
i oo their party Thomas A. Jenkins others. " |
'whkhlydds:":ulnﬂ.nl:ghm: I = fo |
a t now. d think Demoe
Just in passing, I might obeerve crats would “:;m |
ihat the decent thing for President o see these mental.
‘Truman to do, without loss of time, sttempt to satisfy the aspirations
would be to announce that, in no - of the men and women of Americs
clrcumstances, will he be & candl-  Who will inaist upon the better snd
date to filll the vacuum in 1048. B0 the mare satisfying life that the
far s Mr, Truman himself {s con- blicans, glibly and perhaps too
cerned, he might just a8 well thin edaly, promised. It will be pare |
of on the Democratic ticket  ticularly interesting to seo to what
for 7 Vermont as to flirt  degres the blicans will co-gpe.
wit idea that we could be erats nmm faithful Demo~
z}::c President again on any tick-  cratic allies in the 79th Congress
consisting of that hard-} -
, the t for the mﬂnmmm&'ﬁ-”&fa
country for two years have come to Washington after
ith the Whits year as the “freely and. demonc
House and the Reyu in con- ically” chosen representatives of
trol of Congress is Dot & happy the poll tax states.

with them? ul-m,hr» Maybe all this has , buf
lieve nuz our the ought to have ‘to-
operate well unless the same nm prove it, in an election. ®
controls the Presidency and Con- The effort to recast Presl,,
gress. they ahould bave ssked Mr. - dency mold

spopletically to the Whits tics, who forget, also, that there;
House. The fsct that Fulbright, is » large liberal sentiment in.)
Tckes, etc., the suggestion America, and that to sweep it outs
only now, when the licans sight, by giving the Republicans;
have won, in that they are the Presidency, merely means thst:
excessively impressed by the names {f would be forced to find others
of things, rather than by the real- modes of expression, in 0
lly of things-in- thmulvu tion sentiment,
8 NAME PRESIDENT 'y maneuvers, etc. It woul

oasis, ove: resented.
ity of thc bll citles (In popular,
state- voting) to say who

hall be President thus becomes & Finally, there

leasing as the result may they want to for two years, so
to those who want that we can judge them, later.
come out even. That, of course, is & fine, expen-

If we face a constitutional prob.

lem, then, it is one which we have formal approac!
faced for seven or eight years. ltsel! away, in all its cold, remots
How shall we solve 1t? I don't beauty, in this 'llll‘.nlnul to lev

even know If we ought to salve it.

During the war years many of
us were glad we had & wnu!nly-
elected llhe-mnlc

unchecked or

President-of
to fight it out, on close
with & Congress put in on Lho

sive way to make a point.
h tn polluu "‘l;l;

the _blow of mismanagement fall
in

d:pmlon Jnll 80 we can win e
debate some years from now. Com-‘
down out of those towers, gents;.
it's & sweating, sullering

poor, in &

world. - ~

Merry-Go-Round ¢

'dnyﬂrwlunlm:'nﬁﬂult‘-lhu’
Mﬂhrluhw—ﬂilnlhh rough—ride o
Washinglon Merry-Go-! ‘lmlnl u llhn L. la'h).
FRANKL]HD
the

'TON

Roosevelt did mlny mlmllk:em !.h:lno for

American working man, but he handed labor and

:1:: American people one lemon that he regretted to his

ing day.

That lemon was John L.

Roosevelt can't be credited wllh all the miseries which

the mine labor b;na hn visited on the Americ:

an people; but

there is no t the Roosevelt Admlnhmuun Was

-l:‘l;l;ﬂ:/ rupnmlhle !nr building Lewis into the all-powerful
re he is

What e"m!llel.lthllb'hwnlbmkzu
!nlmldhnthﬂ n_almost bankrupt

1ts books showed & treasury nronly around

And in 1032, approximately 72 of the nation's
hlhlmlnmlemlmbﬁn(nhdbynﬂn- 1abor working
for starvation wages.

‘Today, in contrast, the United Mine Workers' treasury
has about $75,000,000, with ITMM recelved for the w:u“

:U.S. Faces Eventual Showdown With Lewis

In order that they may know the man with whom they

mm\u-l!y mun come to grips, hem 18 & quick look at an

of the labor leader ubau: whom Huzy Long once said:
"old Huey thinks this John L. Lewis will be the most power-
ful man in the USA— unlen l get thers first.”

Most people have the idea that John L. Lewis worked his
way up as a coal miner. Real fact, however, is.that John
Was never in the mines to any great extent. His father was
& coal miner, but John was an organizer, a talker and s
union delegate. He never raised many calouses digging coal.

No matter what you may think of Lewis, however, his
life reads like a Horatlo Alger story. Barn in Iows, never
Lewis ran &

ed a
odd fobs, including tome cosl mining.
ncentrated on public speaking, an
long had taiked himself inio & delegate’s job with the Detiea
Mine Worl

t ho became  statistcian for the Unlon, foined
‘the inner , clique of burestierats inside headquarters
and ross to power slong with Bill Green as & good
and wire-puller within the miners’ bureaucracy.

Lewis’ Hitlerian Methods
umemmhmbun-whhammtal

Fund in six brief months alone. Today, miners are paid [?“““"-’“‘
T ever tn pistary,
old University Club here to use as John L. Lewis' head

n o ullding across the X
himself lives in a beautiful Virginia mansion, draws a $25,000
salary and sports & swank chauffeured- limousine.

Lewis Vs, USA

TODAY John L..Lewls, in the full flush of power and
is demanding that the American people, faced with

& cold Wibier and few coal reserve es, knuckle under.

T he is | 3
Tuthless mucs wem tried out on John L Lawson of Colo=
Tado and the incident nearly wrecked
the first labor leader T force John D.
Recute]lzr Jr. to recognize a labor union—after Rockefeller
roclaimed that the Huuie af Rocn!tller nuver wd
bargain with wage-carmers. neer_days,
when Wall B'u‘e‘en settied its hbﬂr troubles 'l'-h armed
killers. During this dispute, Lawson was indicted on a
trumped-up charge of murder, and was defended by Senator
Ed Costigan of Colorado.
1In the very middle of the trial, Lewls fired Lawson from
the Union—en act which many mines interpreted
Lowis deal with Wall Blrect. w Lawcn.

it - loaded dice and & cold deck.

(Nole—Anoiher Drew Pearson column od Jobn L.\
as &  Lewis, moest powerful figure in'public life, will fellow
Wicn. became  shertly), &

lhm Mmmnllhﬂmvhen!ﬂ'h'mld
hthlmlnbl:klﬂwori'mllm lhn'nl.

even b
hl-l Mﬂl vl Lawson,

.Ol.l'ed of “Mother Jones,” the "mhd old '(Ady nl labor”™

whom Rockefeller emmnlly pologized for his mthla-

treatment of Colo: Il

IVEI\ a8 late as 1930, Malher Jones, then 100 years ul
e $1,000 of her meager funds to the antl-Lewis campal

lnlida the United Mine Workers. Her last public words weres

hope I may live long enough to see John L. Lewl§

Lewil’ White House Friend E
year after the last war—Nov. 1, 1919—John L.

work.
Today, however, Lewls knows 'a'hlﬁ when he goes Intn
with the

wil
One n! his best friends, Wa
Reconverter John BSteelman, sits at the right hand of
President. So at the end of every coal o according
some Cabinet members, belmh’ll .lalm Steelman

. ready to welcome Lewls with :
llvn.rlh!a contract.

with outstretched arms,
r labor leaders clalm that Steelman never has
h Lewis down. Once John L. gets hia dispute
tha Whlh Buun. he can always count on his friend. Afs
is finished all Lewis has to do is pick up
mu-.m:munwmm.m-mm.
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