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We Are Out-Voted

Dur editorial suggestion that the citi.

gnry be sllowed to vote on the water-

wer - expansion program at the first
possible moment. and that all other
City ‘bond matters be carried over to
& separate election in the Fall. has ap-
parently fallen on barren ground. City
Manager Flack agreed with our reason-
ing, but the Council disagreed unan-
Imously, not an unusual division of opin-
fon in City Hali these days. :

Having. as President Triman said of

his own works, no particuiar pride of
authorship in the proposal, we are quite
iwilling to bury it here. But we do in-
sist—and Counci] agrees, apparentiy —
upen our inajor premise, that nothing
be sllowed to interfere with bringing
the sewer-water expansion matier to 2
vote at the earliest possible date. If
the other non-emergency matters which
raise the bond issue total ta $6.000 000
can be readied in time for presentation
during the first three weeks of April
(the only open dates before the pri-
maries) then we shall raise no further
objection to their being lumped to-

« gether.

In our originel editorial we pointed
out that the various non-emergency
projects. coupled with the $6.000.000
City-County school bond 1ssue scheduled
for & vot# at about the same time. might
jeopardize the water-sewer program.
Council disagrees, pointing out that all

the varjous. matters will be listed
arately anyway

sep=

and that any voter will

have the right to strike out any that do
not appeal to him. And that. of course,
brings up another point. Isn't there a
chance that the average Charlottean
iremember how Scotch we dre) will in-

stinctively reach for his pencil

when

he is confronted with two bond issues

totalling $12,000.000? And if he

does

start whittling the total what projects
are likeiy to disappear first from - his

list?

It scemed to us. and it still does,
the water-sewer matter,
Sif3

that

which we clas-
as essential and urgent. should not |

be expected to carry with it a variety of
projects, classified as essential but not

urgent.

As Councilman White remark-

ed, Councii has a job of selling before
it, and we only hope he is correct in his
beltef that it is as “easy to sell a big bill

of goods as a small one.”

The important thing. of course, is to
obtain approval for a bond issue big

enough to’ underwrite the entire

pro-

gram proposed by the Planning Board
and later embroidered by City Council,
and jt makes no particular difference
whetber it is obtained in two elections
or one. It was only because we feared

for the succe:

of the program as a

whole that we opened the debate on

method. And, of course,
when we shall be delighted if we
proved wrong.

The Disfranchised Whites

A wistful little proposal to repeal the
poll tax in South Carolina was beat back
in the House of Representatives this
week by a 69-40 vote after having suc-
cessfully passed the Senate. This, we
presume, will be regarded in certain
circles as further evidence of the Pal-
metto State's backwardness, but there
are others—and we cast our vote here—
who find it rather encouraging that the
measure ever came to & vote at all, that
it passed the Benate, and that 40 good
and true House members were willing
to stand up and be counted as pro-
ponents.

Although we have long doubted that
the actions of the well-bossed South

" Carolina Legislature are always repre-
sentative of the will of our neighbors,
we suspect that the poll tax vote is a
fair Indication of the general racial out-
look in South Carolina. Poll tax repeal
involves a great many factors other
than the possibility of increasing the
Negro vote in general elections. but that
was the issue. stated by Representative
Calhoun Thomas in opposing the meas-
fre, and, we suspect, that was issue voted
on.

Poll tax repesl is only one of two

this is ance

are

Joudest voices raised on behalf of secrecy
are those—like the Charleston News &
Courier—who are dedicated to keeping
the geaeral election the private proper-
ty of the whites. They are interested

because they feel.

probably correctly,

that there are thousands of South Caro-
linians who would, out of their bitter-
ness against the present Democratic ad-
ministration, vote a national Republican

ticket if they could do so without

the

nelghbors finding out. In fact, since the
general election, restricted as it now s
by the poll tax, draws so few voters, it
might even be possible to throw South

Carolina’s electoral vote into the

Re-

publican column for the first time in

history.

It's a strange campaign. Obviously,

the

proponents of the secret ballot don't
want to see the Republican Party revived

as a factor in local politics, for

the

Party would, of course, give the franchise

to the Negro. What they do want

is &

chance to hold the white line by voting
& straight Democratic ticket for all of-

fices short of the Presldency while
expressing their displeasure with
trend being followed by Mr,
velt's heirs.

still
the

Roose-

The legislature in South Carolina is

electoral reforms now under discus-
sion in South Carolina ne if
not in the Legislature. The other in-
volves the guarantee of a secret ballot,
&nd 1t i5, we think, considerably more
pertinent. A South Carolinian who de-
sires to split his ticket in the general
- election can now do so. the old agree-
ment that 2 vote in a Democratic prima-
ry involves a Democratic vote in the
- general election having been waived,
* but he can’t obtain a Republican ballot
without announcing his desire in a loud
voice in the voting place. This, in a
state where the citizenery is generally
presumed to be divided between Repub-
licans and white men, is a bigger factor
in keeping the State solidly Democratic
than the poll tax.
14 is interesting to note

Christian

We have received the first copy of
the new publication, Christian Fron-
“tiers, published by the Baptist Book
Club at Chapel Hill, and we find it a
sprightly and interesting document. A
good many topics are touched upon —
Christian psychotherapy, the faith of
‘Aldous Huxley, the place of the Bap-
tists in the labor-management crisis, the
atomic bomb—and all are approached
calmly, intelligently, and with a mini-
mum of the abstract theology that
would repel the layman for whom the

that the

by
tained a delicate political balance
are bent on maintaining it,

who have at-

and

and we

doubt if the secret ballot gets a better

reception than did poll tax repeal.

But

the campalign in support of it provides
a commentary on the ironic political
situation that has developed south of
the border. A considerable number of
South Carolinians, who have devoted
vears to the effort to disiranchise a

huge segment of the population,
find themselves boxed in by their

now
own

handiwork, chained to a Party that no
longer represents their views and unable
to make their weight felt in the deter-
mination of national policies that vital-
1y concern them—in short, disfranchised

themselves.

Frontiers

sort of special award for the delicate

phraseology of this paragraph:

There Is & clue to its meaning in 2

musical prelude which usually

precedes

the mysterious syllables. There Is a long

swooping whistl
the scale, exp
surprise,

ssing  startled,

st up and then dovn
pleased
‘Then follows the exclamation.

in awed and

delight ut the recognition of a wonderful

personality

None of the contributors to the first

Issue of Christien Frontiers (they

are

all ministers) has relapsed into the pon-
derpus prose that usually characterizes

and

is primarily intended

It is perhaps representative of the
broad taste of the editors that one of
the featured articles in the first edition
is entitled “Hubba-Hubba". The piece,
by Dr. Bernard D. Clausen. is a light
< but scholarly treatise which ties the new
slang phrase to the progress ‘of the
Human spirit, placing it properly as an
2 exprculon of delight akin to Doubting
© Thomas Lord and my God". The
good Doctor, we think, deserves some

tional publications,

“all

have shown considerable skill in relats
ing the affairs of the spirit to the af-

fairs of the world.

Christian Frontiers is off to a good
start, and we have an idea the 4,000
copies of this first issue now being maited

. lo prominent Baptist laymen thruugh-

out the South will be well received.

the open, relaxed editorial policy

now

in evidence is maintained, 4.000 copies

should be but a small beginning.

_From The Raleigh News & Observer:

The Owners

For more than three months the men
and ‘women iu the Erwin Cotton Mills
-have been out on a strike because they
were offered what they call “a stretch-

out” system. They have lost about $2.-
000,000 that would have tome to them

ages. In . this time the mills have
lﬂed to earn well over $500,000 (at the
te of former earnings before taxes
whlc would have come to them if the
15 had been in operation. Such a sit-
ion does not speak well for the boast-
ondition in industry in North

thcae iong monzha the publlc
ave taken no’effective action
lndusmhl peace nnd pms- =

Should Act

pero

s conditions. The Federal officlals

have been so engaged with greater in-
dustrial disputes in the North they have

given little attention
trouble. Comparatively it is small
not small to the 5000 employees

to this smaller

but
who.

have been without. wages and whose
families have had to stint themselves.
The workers have offered-to arbitrate.

The officer:

of the companies {who own

comparatively littie of the stock) have

declified to submil to arbitration
i inexcusable if they ha

‘This-

ve the power,

If they do not feel they should arbitrate,

- the real owners—all very rich—should

‘at once instruct the officers-to solve aH

-matters 'n_y arbmauom - .

- ”
Is Now HST's
A} o 1
Only 'No-Man
WASHINGTON
A VERY peculiar thing has hap~
an, the
man who more than any other sin-
gle person fs re-
Sponsible for -put-
ting Truman
where _he is to-
day. The longer
Hannegan
in  Washington,
the more prestige
and respect he
commands — ev
erywhere except
around the White
House.

A lot of people
who thought
Hannegan was
just 2 hack St. Louts politician *‘“V'
now changed their min
grown on them, They have WB’-Ch-
ed him fight vigorous back-stage
battles and he has always been on
the right side, He Is honest, fear~
less, and usually T

But while everyone expected
Hannegan to become the No. 1
strong man of the Truman Ad-
ministration, inside fact right now
is that he is having s hard “me
tying 1o retain any real voi . i
White House policy decisions.

There are two reasons for this.

1. Hannegan made the mistake
of accepting the postmaster gens
cralship, which means long hard
hours and a mass of detailed work,
which. coupled with his chairman-
ship of the Democratic Natlonal
Commuttee, makes him about the
busicst man in Washington.

2. Hannegan has become Tru-
nan's No. 1 “no-man,” and 2 “noe
man” is never popular. Every pres-
ident Is inclined to get surrounds

“yes” men. Few people like
to talk ‘back to the president of
the United States. It is much easier
to agree. as Harry Hopkins once
advised Bd Flynn. One of Roose-
velt’s few "no-men” was Josepl
P. Kennedy. which wes one reason
he didn't last.

BOXING THE NO-MAN

So while Hannegan has mended
political fences, 2 bevy of Missouri
“ves-men” have moved into the
palace and practieally cut Hanne-
gan. the blg no-man, off from
policy decistons.

Whenever he does sit down at a

hite House conference, Hannegan
ratses 50 much cain that the palaze
guard. especially Reconverter John
Snyder, gets red in the face and
hopes it will never see him agatn.

Truman himself does not share
thelr view. He and Hannegen re-
main close friends. Some people
wonder, however, In view of the
tough way Hannegan talks to his
chief, whether this triendship ran
last_indefinitely.

The best thing ahout Bob Han-
negan is that he's a baa loser. He
never quits. And right now he's
been causing more trouble for the
palace guard ‘han at any time
since April 12, 1945

This week he marched Into Tru-
man’s office, sat down for s slafi
conference, got into & Rattle royal
with John Snyder over: the stacl
strike and warned that Truman
would have to make the U. S
Steel Corporation kniickle down and
pav a reasonable wage to the steel
workers.

This week also Hannegan swore
that he would do a little house-
cleaning around  the Truman
throne. He {sn't saying whose scalp
he intends to get, bui he's on the
warpath in no uncerigin terms,

As he left the White House staff
meeting this week, Hannegan an-
nounced to Presidential secretaries,
military aldes and naval aide

“Good Lord, no wonder you ean't
get ansthing done properly around

AFTER YOU, CONGRESSMAN

At a recent cocktall parly
given by Senator and Mrs. Bure
net Maybank of South Caro-
lina, the hostess was introduce
ing James Crowley, a broad-
caster, when a slightly-built,
bald-headed man stuck out his
hand.

“I'm Butler Hare” he s

“In that case hB‘
scotch  and | sodn  declared
Crowley, without batting an

eye,
Mrs. Maybank seemed flus.
tered for a moment, but then
with a emile explained that
the gentleman did not say he
was “the butler” but only was
identifying himseif as the Cone
gressman from South Carolina,
“Oh, I misunderstood,” chuck-
led Crowley. “Accept my apolas
gies, Cangrcsuman 'l fetch you
a scoteh and soda.”
‘Feetotalling Harr
but declined the offer.
SECRETARY OF WAR FUMBLES
Most controversial press cohfer-
ence in months was that in which
Secretary ‘of War Patterson was
quoted as saying he didn't know
that overseas soldiers no longer
were accumulating  poits. This
columnist has now receved the
verbatim report of that conference
23 recorded by the G. I newsmen
attending it. The pertinent part
reads:
Secretary Patterson: “The War
Depariment will discard the point
stem when it has served ita purs
pose. After all, I would rather re=
leve ‘a man who has had long
service than one who has been in
service only a short time. Under
the point system, you men are get-
ting two points . month as com-
pared to one point given to those
in ch Stnles Isn't Lhnt fair?"
ke hell! Point
ﬂccumaluhlon &toppcd on Sept. 2,
Day.

lauglmd,

Patterson (surprised):
Patterson, Continiing
& Tt about demobil:

“Hcll yes, that's

“. t did?"

porter:
e think about
Privately the newsmen comtments
ed: “In fajmess to Mr. Patterson
we should sav that he answered

* all other questions stralghtforward-

iy and appnremly to the -best: of
his abill e was very -gracious
lhrmlghnut the intervie

“But can you image the morale of -
our readers when they:learned that
the Secretary of War: was unaware
that point compuaunn topped:-as
of V-J:Day. Nevér dld they:expect
that thie head -of the War Lepart-
ment: helleved  that: overseas troops

ure memly pulng up two polnta 8

HOW HUAPPY |
‘COULD BE Wit
CEITHER =

Derothy Thempsen

Miss Thompson Asks A Few Questions

NEW YORK

HE morale of our occupation

troops abroard might be better

il‘ there were mare interest at
home in

and solve.
Interest cannot,
however, be in-
creased  without
information, and
that is all but
non -existant,
Those, ltke my-
self, who have,
for professional
ar other reasons,
intense Interest
in  developments
in _the world, cannot find adequate
enlightenment it the newspaey re-
ports; we have to extend ‘our
knowledge by seeking contacts with
returned officers. visitors, rellef
agencies, and others.
1t has certainly been odd for mec
to discover that I can get a more
complete plcture of what is going
on in Germeny from British pub-
lications than from our own, and,
that as a Jjournalist, I can read.
every fortnight, sn excellent twen-
ty-page magazine called “The Brit-
ish Zone Review” published by the
British Control Commlssion for
home consumption, which throws
much light on problems and how
they are being met. This publica-
tlon makes clear how great, ll\d
fascinating they are, and must,
think successfully, enlist the m<
terest of the Brllish public in the
great peace tas y have un-
dertaken, and thelr pride in achi
ing victory here, as well as in
BROAD RESPONSIBILITY
An article in the December 8th
issue represents the work In the
British zone as the rEspué]}s\blllly
of all the British people.
“Administration,” it says,
gins .. this prob-
lem of controlling Germany is no
matter which can be left to a col-
lection of experts. chosen by an-
other body of experts, to perform
a set of allotted tasks. It has con-
fronted and baffled Europe for a
thousand years. . . . The respon-
sibllity will be assigned, ultimately,
not merely to ourselves fthe oc-
cupation (nrces) but to the whale
British nation
ut it a whole nation bears re-
sponsibility for success or fallure,
the whole natfon must know what
i5 being done, by whom, and why.
‘We have chosen to leave it to the
experts without even knowing who
tne experts are, what thelr basic
attitudes are, and whither their
policles are legding,
In “The British Zone Review”
I can read about the purposes, and

about
condi-
ndus-
about

methods of re-education:
medical, soctal, and food
tions; about the extent of
trial recovery in the Ruhr;
the nature and incidence of crime:
about the new trade union setup,
and evéh (the Paper being Eng-
lishy about bird 1ife
NO BODRCE HERE

Can any American galn acc
every fortnight to similar nfo
mation about the American zone?
We knew whai our men were do-
ing during the war. Do we now?
Aud if we did, could we not cor-
respond with them more inteil:-
gently, increase their interest by
indicating our own, and bolster
their dignity by our realization
that the tasks of peace
great and more difficull
those of war?

‘What, °for iunstance, is our policy
toward German trade unions? f»
it true, as I have heard prominent
American labor leaders vehement-
1y assert, that the framer of pollcy
in this fleld Is Sidney Hillmau.
that he has successfully pmemud
the creatlon of independent unions
that he has played policy to pxe
vent former social Democratie lead-
ers Drom recovering .a vestige of
authority, and that in his opinton,
the pattern for all Germany, in
regard to labor, should walt upon
that set by In the Russian zone?

s IT TR

Is it true, American
circles also assert, that the
division which has nccess to all
information about German indus-
trial firms, structures. and financ-
ing, and initiates polic
ing what showid be retain
dismantled, and which 25 per cent
glven over to the Russians, Is In
cha of Coloniel Bernie Bern-
steln, & SUONR supporter of Mr,
Morgenthau's extreme views. whilr
his chief- deputy, Russell Nixon,

e as
than

labor
cartel

The People’s Platform

Earl W Mms umant
chief of the ‘Navy's Buresi of ~8hips, 1o, be
chairman of -the” Maritime'. Coriitnission.
replaces another admiral,: 8. I»R
who is ]:aving the o-be
dent of the Alr Transport Amcmlnn.,

- WABBEN COMFLANS

mission have lonz been elrd ‘o O
Hill.  Comptroller General Lindsay: W
has again and again reported to members o!
Congress, both publicly .and - privately,
the need for a 'thorough veat!ntﬂm ot the
commission’s affairs.

likely to acnxtlnlu

Republicans are also
the Mills appointment from nnothet angle.
‘The three present members of the sommis-
sion are Democrats. Undef the law, the two
vacancies should be filed by Republicans.
Although he is an Annapolis man. Mills, who
comes from Arkansas, is said to be B Tegis-
tered Democrat.

Among the important rate cases soon to
be decided by the commission is one involv-
ing the Alaska Steamshlp Co., which has a
dominating position in ocean traffic between
Alaske and the continental mainland of the
United States. The company fs secking a
rate increese in the face of vigorous pro-
tests from Alaska's Governor Ernest Gruen-
ing and Delegate E. L. Bartlett, who insists
gxxatnl the company's rates are already 100

gh.

N RATE INCREASE

Nominally, at least all merchant shipping
companies have been operated by the War
Shipping Administration of which Land was
administrator. Therefore, 1t Is the War War
Shipping Administration, .a vernment
agencv whith comes before the Maritime

mission to ask for higher rates.

former esentati
of the Unlted Electrical Worker:
has the closest connections wit
the American Communists, anc
that both the cartel and financc
divisions have American Commun-

ists or close sympathizers in in-
tiuential positions.

Is it true that we are jnitlatin;
in Germany. in connection with
de-Nazification. policies which as-
Sume that the only resistance tu
Nazlism came from the extreme
left, and that we snub, and in one
case at least, have even put in
jall middle-cliss resisters, some ol
whom were at the very center of
the anti-Naz underground move-
ment?

REVOLT BREWING?

Is it true, fimally, that as the

it of poiicies for which Mos-
Cow-irsl pontiemen. In our own
staffs are vesponsible, a revolt 1s
brewing among anii-Nazi religious
leaders who are not willing to ex-
change one antl-Christian tyranny
over the livi and consciences of
thetr flocks for another, and that
within our occupational institu-
tions there are Dbitter ideoiogical
struggles for pow

I do not mnake charges. 1 only
report that they are being made
wv Americans of reputation for
honesty and immediate access [0
information, and at for the
American clzen no teports, half
as candid as those which reach
the  British available.

r s there ke e as much
control exercised by American pub-
lic opinfon over policles I the
American  zone as there 5 Dy
British public opinion in  then
vone.

s may, in part, sccount [or
the disaffection of American tronj
and for the Indubitable fact that
while German respeet lor  the
British is rising. respect for Amer-
icaus 26 waning toward zero.

‘Considerable Distaste’

FORT BRAGG

We have read with considerable
distastc the juvenile prattling of
Leonard Hall in a column publish-
ed in your newspaper under the
datcline’ of 14 January 1046. W
understand that the views express-
ed in the Incoherent, rambling
manner of this would be writer,
do mnot necessarlly represent the
opinion or sentiment of your others
yise highly acoeptable mewspaper.
but feel npevertheless that thi

aitempt, b branded for the ma.

licious and tatully vicious picce of
tripe it most certain

Although by inuendo he
that at one time he too, was 8
member of the armed forces, his
stilted and Incorrect murder of the
adjective and adverb seem but bent
on holding the GI up to an un-
called for and injust ridicule.
Where for example has one heard
of “corroding young men”,

type of young man fs_that
description, of milita

thout comforting wo-
men”, leads one to conjecture. Just
where_was hie stationed?

So Mr. Hall Jems ttle sympatiy
for homesick GI's overseas. s
no - doubt is based on his fir ot
hand observation of tieir plight.
The Regular Army is conducting
® vigorous campalgn for enlist
ments, Many _disqualifying - defects
either mental or pll\<lcal which

mer’ d as 2 bar:are.now
“being _overlooked . in - this: attempt

infers

»-to_build up the ‘strength:of:the

mgular Army With the prior sere
Hall, ' there: would
undoubt.edly e swiit and grumy‘
ing.. recognition,  “There = he':
could: ‘serve’ wi

'm Is that the es will
i returned to their private owners in March,
“he Alaske Steamship Co. would then get
“ie benefit of the increase.

The request was blacked when it first came
up by a new member of the commission.
Raymond S. McKeough, McKeough, whose
ppointment was bitterly contested in the

nate because of his former connection
with the CIO's Political Action Committee,
wald he could see 1o reason for haste.

McKeough spent the Christmas holidays In
‘e Middle West.  Whon e returned to
Washington. he found that & hearing had
m‘td set for Feb. 2 and again he demanded to

se for such specd.
as been a glr’a‘ des! 01’ talk about
ns settling in Al iegate Bart-
JY‘[L f('PIK =0 \"‘Pngh slx\u high rmes and

It is often said that l’]t con‘r“l l' pe!
sonnel ix domivated by “company-minded”
men, But there ave those within the com-
misston who are aware of its great economic

for good or . New commissioners
recrufted from thely
Tanks.

Samue! Grafton

The Pattern
Is Familiar

NEW YORK
JHE convicten 1s slowly dawning oo the
country that Congress Is not soing o
£ DSWEL {0 the CLITPDL Sirtke wAve.
that perhaps it d<x(‘~ not
have an answer; perhaps
it is even inherent In the
nature of things that it

can have no answer
certainly every legal gad
et that has been proprsed
s either blown up in the
e of the Irgislators,
singeing their eyebrows. or
has boomeranged. Turning
to have precisely the
opposite effect to that in-
| tended. There is a curious
Congressional ht‘l))lc\mnss
in these premise: For
eight salld vears, certain elements ln Amer-
ican life have been using Congress as the
bogey with which to scare labor. and for
eight soild yemrs Congress has come and
gone without carrying out -those dreadful
anti-labor threats which so many of its
members mingle with the opening pravers
at each sessfon. The time has come to in-
quire whether there Is not & p'\‘!un n all

this. There is.
QUEER THINGS H\PPL\’

For the queerest things happen: wheir Cons
gress poes to work Dn labor. . Compulsory
arbitration n proposed - atid, for about ten
minute: idea {s-taken up. b\ n'nd chcmed

likes labor
tional- display.
Aean <o r'omﬂo)s.

v arbitration even:less than dM‘§ luhor.
there -is -an-‘embarrds
o Jabor” bloc iy Congrus IOOMHR mound
proudl\ for: support:.and . approvalfinds that

nobody likes:1ts. baby xhcre Ls nothing to do
bm iy agaln:

At this point one becom of
other difficulty; and that: IS the dc(‘p contras

“diction’ between thie | desire of American busis

edk central government, whi

n for &
& vm 'HDL imelfere Wlth ‘trade; and tlie caiv
desii 5

he:would be ‘1

ccussthis eullghtcning theorles man' -

“tor:man’; with
“lover ini.the:: Plclﬂm

“cry=bables’
For - lucky

W

fellow,: the' War . Department. ‘ifow .

allows:
in: which ‘he: wishes

him: o seléct the theatre -
Berve.

Bitlet’s



