sourl Compromlse

] sﬁ'lke the daddy of them
still pending at this writing. but
certain that the final agree-

ing’ to reliable reports President
has already agreed despite

beyond $2.50 would break the line
_he has been struggling to hold against

lnﬂclpal.ion of that breach. indus-
stogks responded last week in what
‘described as “an almost-stampeding
m market that left the stock tape
behind.” And. significantly, it wesn't
steel alone that ran ahead of the tickers

‘eressed-price’. settlement in steel sets
the pamzm for all other strike-bound
Industrie:

The dmlsmn faced by President Tru-
man; according to Business Week’s anal-
yais: “Harry Truman will have to de-
cidé whether, in effect, there will be
‘more workers on strike this month than
‘at any time before in this country’s his-
tory, or whether price control will op-
erate on a new and higher level.” And
Mnm Week goes on to point out:

thaint on the price line removes the
ehrmt strike threats, but brings no final

solution. Tt buvs only time. which i

oduction to the
potnt where supply is adequate snd com-
petitive forces assert themselves to force
prices down, may be enough to establish
economic equilibrium. OF it may not be
enough. And if it isn't, the current crisis
won't be a patch on the crisis that les
ahend.

So, through vacillation and comprom-
ise, we have come to another solution,
or, perhaps. another postponement. At
any rate, the steel strike should be set-
led this week, and the other major
disputes should be ironed out in short
order. With any sort of luck, the indus-
trial machinery of the country should
be roaring toward capacity production
by the end of the month.

That's good news, we suppose, for a
great many Americans. It should be for
organized labor, which will maintain
the take-home pay of the war years
while working the shorter hours of what
passes for peace. And, as the stock mar-
ket indicates, industry has a deal of
celebrating to do, for it has brought its
profit margin through inviolate.

But that great mass of Americans,
whose incomes are fixed, will soon dis-
cover that they have been sold down the
river. A general price increase means,
for them, a general reduction in income
A minority will prosper, briefly, and a
majority will find that their pay checks
have been stretched past the breaking
point.

It's another Missouri Compromise. It
isn't statesmanship. It isn't good busi-
ness. In the end, we suspect, it won't
even be good politics.

A Welcome Visitor

‘Winston Churchill arrived in the
Unihd States yesterday, coming this
_in the strange role of private
citizen with no earth-shaking duties to
perform. His destination.is Florida and
‘his object a vacation in the sun.
-“Americans have a personal fondness
“for Mr. Churchill that exceeds their
‘affection for most of their own great
‘meén:and the knowledge that it is de-
clining health that brings him here
is depressing. Certainly, nothing less
would take Rim sway from London,
where the United Nations, which stands
=5 a ‘monument to him as well as to
Franklin Roosevelt, is now forming.
$e has been strangely qulet for
months, arising only on rare cccasions
to level one of his rolling bursts of
toric sgainst the Attlee Government
that ousted him. Yet as leader of the
}ayl! Opposition, his work was cut out -
for him, and, indeed, many of his coun-
men felt thgt he might be even more
ugble as a critic of the Lakorites

than he would have been 23 post-war

Conservative Prime Minister. His old
friend Lord Beaverbrook once remarked
that he is "most fascinating” in de-
feat because when “on top of the wave
he has in him the stuff of which
tyrants are made.”

So, because he obviously needs rest,

and because he is still a Member of
Parliament and bound to keep his blunt
nose out of American affairs, Winston
Churchill’s current visit will be the first
quiet one he ever paid to these shores.
‘We regret that he isn't temporarily out
of office as he was when he came
lecturing in the 20's, for there is no
statesman living better equipped to
point out the fatal drift that is cost-
ing America its rightful place in the
world. And we feel sure he would do
it, if he weren't under wraps, even
though he knows that the leadership
we -are about to lose is already lost to
the empire he cherished.
- At any rate, we hope the Florida
sur does its work well, and quickly.
Winston Churchill is not a man the
world can spare.

The Happy Politician

The politician’s lot, if we may para-
phrase Messrs. Gllbert and Sullivan, is
mot 2 happy one, and the only office-
holders whose digestive juices are flow-
ing at the proper rate these turbulent.
days are those who are equipped with

{wo-way stretch mentality a mind
shich absorbs, catalogs and pigeon-
‘holes each new problem as it arises.
These gentlemen, of course, never lack

ready answer, and -they acquire an
nviable reputation for consistency.

One of the happiest politicians is
Theodore Bilbo of Mississippi, who, at

‘is preparing for two more pleasant
terms in the Senate. His latest cam-
paign has been formally opened now,
#nd The Man has already disposed of

half-dozen controversial items that

;&nitor figures that (1) it's a break
with American tradition, (2 it's going.
~cost & lot of money, (3} in the

rom The Spartanburg Herald:

Atomic Age it isn't going to make much
military difference, and (4) its liable
to be terribly unpopular.

But Senator Bilbo met the issue
head-on, absorbed it, made up his mind,
and announced the verdict without
visible strain. He's against military
training, Not for any of the debatable
reasons listed above,.but for a2 brand-
new reason his two-way stretch mind
produced without hesitation: “If you
draft Negro boys into the Army, give
them three good meals a day, a good
uniform, and let them shoot craps and
drink liguor around the barracks for a

they won't be worth a tinker’s
damn.”

Thus.the question is out of the way,
Sepator Bilbo has been thoroughly
consistent, and the voters of Missis-
sippl can now approach universal

. training. from 2 point of view most of

them have always supported. Oh, there
will be a few remote voices raised to
damn The Man, but they never bother
him, for, of course, they are all Com-
munists.

Ii's a pleasant, relaxed way to poli-
tick, and it explains The Man's quite
reasonable expectation of serving in
the Senate untll he is 80 years of age.

South Carolina's Voting

The Charleston News and Courier
thinks it rather heroic that The Spar-
nburg Herald-Journal should have ad-
yocated a secret ballot, and at the same
me ‘recorded the fact that there are
e stirrings of a “conservative party
‘the Democratic Party” in South
rolina.:
Bome’ moriths ugo. when this sub)ect

. Te-
to his conservative Democratic

i T keep on doing as well as I
year or 50 I'll be rich enough
alnst Roosevelt myself.”

eis and Courier will under-
iote Mr: Churchill, “the worm’

pple.” and: even In the Pied- :

noticed it. .~
ny ‘years ‘ago-the so-nlled

“ ' “should'be freq to vote as they believe—

time South Carolina Democrats weres
wanting to vote against, or rather not
vote for, Al Bmith.

The effect of that rule when jt was
in full force was to cause a resident of
South Carolina who may have beén a
life-long Republican here or in another
state, to choose between taking a part
in State or natibnel elections.

If he chose the primary, he would
have to quit voting the Republican ticket
in the national election. If he voted
the national Republican ticket, he
couldn't vote in a South Carolina pri-
mary, where the “electing” is really
.done. And so he had no part in local
affairs,

Well, that pused out and nothng
happened.

It may be a long, long ume before me
Democratic Party in South Carolina will
not support the Democratic Party in the
Natiox, but in this changing world: it

“is-possible for the Democratic Party in

the N’at.mn 1o go one way and Bouth’
‘Carolina go ancther on ecanpmic or.so-
clal lssues. '

. Our idea is_that ' Bouth .Carolinians

nt homc and abroad.

P

w.smngmn's
Here is the story

was
specting the U. 8.
Naval Base at &
San Juan, Puerto
Rico. The place
was immaculate. .
Every shoe k : *
shined, every jeep >* 0 % %
At
speck be
seen on a barrack floor. The Sen-
ators were impresse

At dinner that evening, Senalors
were entertained by graclous Capt.
R. H. Baker, the commanding of~
ficer. Suddenly Senataor Ferguson
felt @ mess boy slip something into
his lap, The mess boy was an en-
listed man and what he handed
the Senator from Michigan were
the special instructions issued by
Captein Beker ordering the base
to be prepared for the Senators'
arrival,

Captain Baker had not missed a
thing. He even ordered a rehearsal
of entertainment ceremony for the
Senators.

“There will be an officer station-
ed at the entrance of the main of-
fice building.” read the order, “to
conduct the party through the
main office for inspection. This of-
ficer will be Lieutenant Sampson
who will take immediale sieps to
insure that the entrance to the
building and the office itself is
thoroughly cleaned and shipshape,
The chief clerk will assist’in this.

“Captain of the yard is to
issue orders immediately to
clean up all areas of the vard
and authority is hereby given
to use any and all enlisted men
and civilians in the amount
necessary to accomplish this
purpose,

“Uniforms for officers and
men will be the working uni-
form unless otherwise specified,
Officers are cautloned to wear
clean khaii (grays may be worn
if khaki not available), Enlist-
ed men on duty will wear clean
dungarees, blue shiris, and white
hats. Shoes will be polished,
Black sacks will be-worn. Clean
underwear will be worn.
“Inspection of the barracks will

be held at 1300 by Lieutenant Cor-
coran, who will serve advance no-
tice that the place is to be imma-
culate &t that time. Noon meal will
be served at 1100 and all hands
will et at that hour in order to
provide time for pollcing the kitche
ens and the barracks.

“The transportation officer . will
inspect all motor vehicles of the
yard to the end that they are wash-
ed and as presentable as possible.
He will see that the commanding
officer’s car i5 cleaned no later than

“A rehearsal sor officers will be
neld on Monday at 1400 at which
time all officers will assume their
stations and will be further in-
structed. The co-operation of all
officers Is requested to the cnd that
& favorable impression of thls ac-
vity s gained by tne inspecting

par

Cnptn(n Baker would have made
e great impression on the Senate
Committee, 1f the enlisted man
hadn't siipped the order of the day
into Senator Ferguson's lap at the
dinner table.

HIDE-AND-SEEK

Latest game of Senatorial hide-
and-seek took place when the Mead
Committee visited the Army’s air
base at Greensboro, N. C., where.
in order to give an impression of
intense ectivily, G. L's were put to
work on Sunday, thelr day off. Prior
to this, G. L's had heen working
only a few days a weelk.

But the prize game of hide-and-
seek ocourred Jast Spring when, as
the war neared its close, Gen, Cur-
tis LeMay, head of the 20th Air
Force reported that his B-29s had
Tun out of primary targets in Ja-
pan. As a result, several aides to
Secretary of War Stimson advised
& cutback in bomb production.

The matter came to the at-
tention of the Mead Committee,
when it discovered that the air
corps had produced and ship-
ped a large quantity of obsolete
bombs to Europe, although
Eisenhower's staff cabled they
weren't needed. So the commit-
tee called Brig. Gen. Kenneth
S. Rayall to testify on the en-
tire bomb procurement program.
When General Royall returned

Obituary For Pete Murphy:

"The Dangdest, Poorest

(NOTE: When Walter (Pete)
Murphy dled in Salisbury Sat-
urday after spending most of
73 years as a spectacular par-
ticipant in North Carolina poli-
ties we started looking around
for someone familiar enough
with his long carecr to write
the sort of memorial he de-

His old friend, O. J.
Coffin, head of the Department
of Journalism at the University
of North Carolina, was an ob-
vious choice. The following
excellent article _verified our
judgment.—Eds, THE NEWS)

CHAPEL HILL

UEEN MARY ol England,

sometimes known as “Bloody
ary.” is said by historians to have
told her boy friend. Philip of
Spain, that when she dicd “Ca-
lais” would be found engraven in
her heart. Pete Murphy never
troubled himself to make such pre-
diction as to his chief organ: but
his friends, who figured il as be-
ing the size of a house, would Ja
you ten to one that it would an
how have “U. N. C." properly dane
in biue “and white and carrving
perhaps the University bf North
Carolina’s seal and both Lux et
Libertas.

But do not make the mistake
that Pete's friends and acquaint-
ances were bounded on the north
and east by Boling Creck and on
the west and south by Morgan's
Creek and Carrbor He could
call more men from more sections
by their firsé names than any man
in North Carolina: women. 0
whom of all ages he was nothing
short of reverential, hi
varlably addressed as

THE RACONTEUR

He told a great story, usually
dealing with the farcicel but not
unlovable humanness of men in
puble life, many of whom. while
they might acquit him of rancor,
would not have credited him with
ruth, «Mr. Editor, don't ask the
linotyper to put an_opening t on
that last word) He drew his
stories from a prodigious memor:
but his most intimate friends wor
dered how such a wealth of de-
tail registered with him.

Apropros of this facet, we recall
a close friend of Pete’s having
once sald of him: "“He's positively
the dangdest poorest politician in
the state—never listened a whole
half-hour in his life.”

He must have been one of those
rare peaple who can take In the

to the War Dep: , he was |
jubilant. Walking into a_meet-
ing of the Procurement Advisory

Committee, he said:

“Well, we certainly fooled the
e
“What do you mean?" asked
another officer,
“Well, they only asked us
t a type of bomb which
mcy claimed was surplus in Eu-
pe. I convinced them from

The records that uun was no

surplus of this type.”

What had hnypened was that the
Senators_had asked about a bomb
weighing Tive pounds more than the
bomb which actually was surplus.
They didn't think (o ask about
other types of bombs,

“Why didnt you tell them about
the other kinds that we do have
surpluses of?” asked Royall's ques-
tioner.

“They didn't ask_us and why
should ‘we tell them? They're only
looking for publicity anyhow.”

General Royall is now acting sec-
retary of war.

OLD OLD STORY *

Senators  did. not know :uniil
months later that they lost out in
this particular game of hide-and
seck. When they heard . about:it;
- orie Senator Temarked:

“That's like the story of the rail-
Toad watchmen who was-guarding:
& _crossing . wh
automobile. At :the trial hestated
under . cross-examination ‘that: he
Had  been waving - his. lantern m
warn . the' automobile.  After.
railroad ‘won “its’ case,  the wnu:h-
man's _attorney asked if* he was
nervous - while’ beirig: questioned, ©
2% 'Only once " replied: the wnch-

manz. 0 that Lellow ked
s me 2 the lnm',ern was lit, ‘we'd hne
lost the case.

ere g train  hit an

others  while
carrying- on _g conversation them=
selves, Othérs wondered when he
found time to read, because they

By Q. J. Coffin

marveled not only at his grasp of
current world and local events but
al his abilily to recite more of Sam
Bunc 's somewhat scurrilous “Hu-

than 2ny non-member of
me ot of King Charles II.

OVERLY CURIOUS

If he were a poor pelitician, he
was'even worse as a poker player
—far that matter one game a leg-
islative session was all he could
e induced to share in—because he
never waited to see the white of
an opponeent's eves before betting
into a small pair and he had too
much curlosity concerning the fifth
card.

But he never ‘missed a football
game at Chapel HIl, and found
time to follow his team afield. His
record of attendance will never be
surpassed—and along with it he
probably set another as an old
grad who himself had been a grid-
tron hevo, but jefused to take over
the duties of coach or quarterback
of his successors,

THE BROAD VIEW

Maybe be was too rugged nn in-
dividunl to attempt to hstruct in
team play., To be sure he always
went in shoulder to shoulder with
those at the Legislature or el
where who were presenting the
cause of the University of North
Carolina. but he laid plumb off lo-
cal legislation—the statement has
often been made and never. that
T recall. disputed that he in all
his legisiative terms, which Includ-
ed two speakerships, never intro-
duced a local bill for his county
aof Rowan.

Leaving county matters to his
colleagues. especially to  Walter
Woodson when that close friend
and sincerest of admirers was serv-
ing in the Senate. gave Pete more
time for matters of state moment
#nd to mimic the late Judge Ben
Long charging a grand jury as to
its duties while at the same time
instructing the high sheriff as to
deportment, and denouncing the
Southern Railway for the quality
of its service. or to give In toto' a
speech of Windy Bill Henderson,
an oralor whose vocabulary stag-
gered the hearer's imagination aft-
er having kayoed his comprehen-
sion.

MARVELOUS TALES

And if Pete did not listen to
those who tried to tell him how to
cut and dry politics, which he
looked upon as more of a game
for gentlemen than a sclence for
accountants, he did fetch some
marvelous tales from his travels.
Take thal one of .the modest chap
who at the depth of prohibition
entered the smoking compartment

of a Pullman. hung up his coat.
pulled a quart out of his hip-
pocket and proceeded to tell hls
traveling companions all about
what was going to happen at the
next election in Oklahoma.

Pete asked how Senator Gore
would come out in his contest for
re-election.

He's going o win” said the
wiseacre. “They ain’t but one man
in Oklahoma who could beat him—
and I be damned if I run against
2 blind man.”

The Murphy vocabulary was
forceful but not weakened by time-
warn - expletive or Indecency. If
Pete wished to show his contempt
for somebody’s brainwork, he would
probably refer to him as a “clab-
ber-brained idiot.” but he did not
rely upon pxofaml) to produce the
desired effec

N THE STATESMAN

Pete, no doubt, would have drasn . .

more political support from divers
portions of the state. including his
own district, ‘Had he not been an
advocate of personal llberty who
denled the right of others to regu-
iate a gentleman's intake of food
and diink. He was for Years coun-

for Paul Garrett. who got his
start s a wine manufacturer in
Halifax County.

But the saner of his neighbors
never thought this alfected the
statesmanship of the gentleman
from Rowan. There was the time
when the late R. L. Davis, super-
intendent of the anti-saloon league.
offered to support Henry A Puge
of Moore for the speakership
apainst Pete. “I resent R. L.
vis.” wae Mr, Page's comment 8s
he withdrew in Pete's favor.

THE CHALLENGE

The public ulterance of Mur-
phy best-known to the current
generation, no doubt, is his dec-
laration i 1828 that he did not
want “any man who won't vote
for Al Smith to vote for me.” The
challenge resulted in Pete’s defeat.
but his constituency <uppued ull the
repentance that ever came

‘The longest-ndvertised pub]k: ap-
pearance was that of Murphy of
Rowan, just fresh from Chapel
Hill. atlending his firs chuln-
ture. Rising to speak reply to
some statement of a collengue, he
referred to him as “the meniber
from Halifax.” Commanded
the speaker, who declared him out
of order. to make It “the gentle-
man from Halifax,” Pete finally
said: “That ¢amned nigger ‘from
Halifax.” - N

But tempora et mores shift even
for a Pete Murphy. At his_last
sesslon as.a membgr of .the. House
he helped’:no . little with- assisting

the . Carolina Cotlege for.Ne-
's::to- Sectire” appropriations - en<

ahlmg 4ts students to be ghm fa=

of ‘white- collegians: ,
: A ‘matter of “fact Peta Mur-

deed, he baited nobod;

imply
“went: his"own ‘gait, whi h wok him':

possibie; by way.
of  Chapel /Hill;. and . would . niot
stand for beinw cmwded.

nlike the attilude that

- Stiibborn to sec the auto replacing
e airplane foda!

ance to pﬂce fricreases,

But ‘steel offers an even more mumam
example of what is ‘rapldly ‘becoming ®
struggle. The stery begins several weeks ago -
when Bowles . met with the repruenuuvn
of the 70 or more steel companies that do
lppruxmmcely 16 per cent of the mdon'z

el business.

SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES - :

They were able to show that they faced
serious  difficulties at present steel  prices.

For the most part. these companies comzn-
tra one kind of steel production. They
are not diversified like the the dozen or so
big companies, which means that they cannot
make up losses by high profits in kinds of
productign that are still profitable. L

In other words, the effect of a pricé in-
crease restricted to companies with : small
volume would be to speed up the t
ward concentration of all p«roducuon m "hix
steel.” It would be directly contrary to the
avowed desite of almost everyone in_ publlc
life to “save” small business. This was
a way out. -

When il came dowh to a price increase for
all steel producers. big and little, Bowles
insisted that $2.50 a ton on the average was
big enough. He argued that with a little
show of fight. the steel masters would take
$2.50 and give the steel workers a wage ralse
that would avert the strike.

But Reconversion Director John W. Snyder
was not impressed by his arguments. At any
rate Snyder felt it necessary to grant more
than $2.50 and at one point was apparently
preparcd to announce the increase before
any bargaln had beenl struck between the
union and the companies. ,

A DisMAL RECORD

During the price negotiations, the steel
companies showed Snyder advance figures
covering operations for the last three months
of 1845 which indicated 3 rather dismal
record for the last quarter. This was used to
buttress their argument for a larger price
increase.

While Philip Murray, head of the steei
workers' union, remained deliberately aloof
from the price negotiations, taking the mx-
tion that they were not lhe ux:fss
union, he was kept thoroughly formed lS
to what was going on. Over the dismal show-
ing of the steel compantes for the last three
months of '45. Murray muttered a:

A generous price increase will give the
big companles_an edge over their s
competitors. The effect may well be to
increase the power of the beherhoths of steel
These forces grind on with what soms 16 bt
an almost glacial inevitability or so. it seetms:
as ane watches the struggle of (rail hum
beings.

Semuel Grafton

Inflation s
The Easy Way

NEW YORK
'E have told eich other monoctonously that
the worst infiation danger would arise
after the war was over. and, like many duli
remarks. this one turns
out to be quite true. A rise
of 18 cents per pound in
the celling price of butter
. s threatened by June, and
that will be ten beautiful
months alter the end of
the war, The Wall Street
Journal:tells about An &u-
to dealer:who offers his
customers 'the implausidble
combtnation of W bird dog
and a used truck. at some-
“thing ltke $350 more than
the celling prfce an. the
truck &l later on - he
gets to miss the dog and ofiera to ‘buy st
back, for $15. That is what you can do with
2 bird dog. five months after the war's end.
Peace, it's wonderful; and the thing 1
becoming cyclical only now. One large com
pany, which is having words with its’em~
plovees, has offered %2 ‘wage - increase .of .75
cents per hour. If butter rises 18 cents per
pound. and.{f the average employee buys two
pounds per week, the increase in'the price of.
butter alone would absorb his proposed: wrge
increase ‘for five hours:of :his:w

or the better part-of ‘& working day. @A

p only -for past
living, not:future rises.
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