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Wrong

ve, ‘with ' mighty effort, at-
ed to keep our editorial approach
eurrent Jabor disputes uncolored by
persondl annoyance at the various
venjences we have suffered.
fkes, we believe. are only a surface
estation of a deep-rooted national
tskiness, and it is unfair to single
‘the striker among 130,000,000 citi-
5:who are all attempting to make 8
illing out of war-born shortages.

However, the strike of the various
telephone unions appears to have be-
sbme a personal issue between the striker
ahd the telephone subscriber. We. along
‘with several thousand other local cm—

@penwrs who, we are con
. hio clear idea why they have demdcd

ditions. But this is a sympathy strike.
and the root cause lies somewhere beyond
_the elaborate ramifications of the Tele-
“phone Company's corporale structure
and of the verious telephone unions.
‘Down at the very bottom of a long As-
sociated Press story reporting picket
lines around telephone exchanges across
the nation there is the revealing note
that the strike started with 17.000 West-
ern Electric workers, who have no direct

Another

*We have nothing to fear save fear"
said Franklin Roosevelt at a moment
‘when deflation was the number one na-
tlonal problem. Eariier, when the de-
pression was first taking hold, Herbert
Hoover had also proclaimed that noth-
ing was basically wrong with the coun-
try except an excess of loose talk, which
was frightening businessmen.

- The problem now is inflation, but
$here are still public men who feel that
everything will be fine if well just stop
shaking in our boots and get to work.
The latest to join the chorus is Robert
oses, New York Park Commissioner,
ko admits that things are pretty tough
in the building industry but adds: “If
“the gossips and loose-talkers will get
ready for a big early Spring construction
‘program at reasonable pnces such a

Number

cunnecuon with the pickets but who are
trying to obtain a $6-a-week wage in-

crease.

It is difficult to understand how a
suspension of long-distance service is
going to assist the Western Electric
strikers. Our wrath is certainly not di~
rected against the Bell Telephone Sys-
tem. which, so far as we can determine,
has no gquarrel with the employees who
have refused to handle our calls.

Moreover, this strike, like the one that
preceded it a few weeks ago, embodies
a strange element of caprice. The opera-
tors are in holiday mood, apparently
finding the break in their normal rou-
tine guite & lark. And this, we think, is
a measure of the irresponsibility of the
union leaders, who have asked their
members to walk off their job in sym-
pathy with a strike that, so-far as we
know, was called before any real effort
was made to establish 2 new wage scale.

A strike that is the last resort of or-
ganized workers wha have tried to gain
their ends without it can arouse a good
deal of sympathy. A strike that is called
in the spirit of the telephone walk-out
arouses none and in the end we suspect
the telephone workers are going to find'
that they have hurt. rather than helped
the cause of the Western Electric strik-
ers. Apnd, some day in the future, when
the telephone unions find it necessary
to come to grips with their own em-
plovers, they will also discover that their
irresponsible gesture has alienated in
advance the public support without
which any strike is doomed to failure.

Optimist

fair in the light of present conditions,
and sorme of which have been fairly
close to 1939-4Q figures.”

Well, it's pleasant to hear such lusty
optimism, even if we do have painful
memories of Mr, Hoover's program of
prosperity through silence. Probably, as
Mr. Moses suggests, we could build the
country out of trouble in a fairly short
time if everybody concerned would stop
belly-aching and go to work. But, un-
fortunately, there is human nature
standing squarely in our path,

In fact, it is a peculiar kind of op-
timism that is hamstringing us now. No-
body is interested in a fair profit, which
is currently obtainable: everybody, it
seems, is looking forward to the great
big profit which will come when Mr.
Truman's tottering Administration fi-

‘program will certainly
Mr. Moses holds that some of the cur-
Tent fears of building contractors, most
of whom either refuse to bid for new
Jobs or place.their estimates. so high
prospective builders are driven back into
hiding, are groundless. *I have person-
ally received bids for work not only in
‘heavy construction. but involving build-
ings, which have been reasonable and

Never in 2ll history has there been

11 complete sympathy with Editor W. G.
Hazel of the Pee Dee Advocate, who
made. only two and saw one shattered
fore 1946 was 24 hours old.

Reading the obituaries of his contem~
 poraries, Editor Hazel resolved not to
work so hard in 1946. But printing orders
kept flooding into the Adrocate, and the
Colonel, who seems to be half the me-
nhamcal staff, fell by the wayside, "The
Colonel's epizooties, or whatever it is
that people like the Colonel have, crept
%p on him, and he is the one who has
been doing the resting . . . while Jim and
I have been doubling up,” Mr. Hazel in-
formed his subscribers,

His excurisons into the back room
‘brought him into contact with 2 Lino-
type machine, and this immediately jeo-
pardized his other resolution—to stop
ussing. It was during the years when
he was first mastering Mr. Mergentha-
ler’s fabulous brainchild, he reported,
that “I gained my proficiency in cuss-

rom The High Point Enterprise:

Judge Don MacRae of the municipal
court is reported as saying that part of
‘the current liquor transportation laws
~are “silly.” The report likewise quoted
local municipal and county: officers as
saying that our current dry laws are
‘unenforceable.”

‘Before some of our well-meaning but
poorly-informed citizens jump on both
the judge and the officers for these re-
which we raiher expect they

lon’t already know ft'—and none of the
has been opened, it's legal. The-
i it. twe

lound i1 a:car containing a couple of
“of liquor, ane of which has been
4, somebody fs guilty of a crime.
that goes whether or not the driver

‘that sllly or not? And remember it’

en: though ' the driver of -the

known bootlegger while -+
fuil of i

: car ‘ever took a drink in his/s

nally into the ruins of the
OPA.

Maybe whai we need is a more loose-
talk, more gossip. more gloom-spreading.
A great big shot of fear might be just
what the country has to have; appar-
ently nothing milder will bring home
the realization that the collapse of the
OPA will bring a great many proud,
free enterprises crashing down beside it.

Necessity Clause

ing. and the accomplishment, if it can
ne called that, has never left me.”

Still, despite the hazards of the hung
matrice. Editor Beasley is able to report
that Resolution Number Two, only
slightly amended, has survived. “I de-
cided to stop cussing except when it is
absolutely necessary. I dom’t think I've
broken that one yet. However, it does
seem that it’s been necessary more than
usual so far, Every time I pick up a
newspaper I see where another bunch
of bustards (Note to Jim: Set that last
ward as written, not as you know I must
mean it. It's a perfectly good English
word meaning a type of goose.) have
gone on strike or are threatening to
strike.”

We congratulate Editor Hazel on his
fortitude, but we fear the necessity
clause in Resolution Number Two will
soon make the whole thing meaning-
less. The way the geese are flocking out
of factories the length and breadth of
the land it seems likely that the office
of the Advocate will be filled with sul-
phur and brimstone right around the

.clock,

On Law Enforcement

one gent aking home some "snake bite
medicine” about which the others know
nothing. Thats the law,

Few are more prompt to eriticize the
courts or the law enforcement officers
for dereliction of duty than are we. But
we don't believe that it is practically
possible for them 1o do an adequate job
here under the present circumstances,
and we wonder how many people really
want them 1o do it.

Are you one who does want enforce-
ment? And do you wonder what can be
done to achieve it?

The only remedy is through the State
legislature or—if you are more interested
in law observance than in what the law
is—you might reduce much of the li-
quor law breaking by control,, but not
all of i

Anyhow, it's high. time that the cili-
zens who do nothing and talk a lot stop
blaming the cops and the court and go
take a look in the mirror,

The position of Mr. Murray relative -

to the Truman-30-day cooling-off pro-
posal is now clear. According to Phil, it
“wouldn't be any nood even- if it was any
goo 3 .

. lelln nmd OPA

Administrator

with President
Truman. Observers knew that the
heat was on to increase the price
of steel, and sell Inflation'’s No,
1 enemy on giving the Nation its
first big inflationary shot in the
arm.

‘When Bowles entered the Presi-
dent’s office, the die was already
cast. ‘Truman had decided that
steel prices were going up. His
job was to sell the idea to Bowles.
Truman himself had been sold
by his old friend, Reconversion
Czar John Snyder of St. Louis,
who in turn had been wined and
dined by the steel people in Pitts<
burgh. -

Chester  Bowles also  had
talked with Big Steel leaders.
His talks were far more eners
getic, more persuasive than
Snyder's. Bowles once ran one
of the best advertising firms
in the Nation, is an excellent
azlesman. All his salesmanship
was turned on Big Steel leaders.

+“¥ou are going to have a bigger
margin of profit than you realize,”
he told them. “You are now work-
ing 44 hours in the mills and 52
hours in vour captive mines. When
you drop to 40 hours, you will net
a big saving in overtime. The
price of scrap iron is now at ceii~
ing. It will drop in the Spring,
which means more saving. Pro-
duction per man went up to 10
per cent after the last war, It
will do the same after this war,
which will save you $100,000,000
alone.  You can't tell what your
profits will be. So why not try
out a new increased wage scale
without a sharp price hike? Try
it out for six months—then come
back and well examine the whole
question again. If you need s
price increase then we'll glve it
to you.”

Bowles Is a persuasive talker.
He has more charm than eny
‘Washingtonian since Franklin
Roosevelt. But he made no im-
pression.

“After the last war, steel wages
soared even without union pres-
sure,” Bowles summarized. “So dld
prices. And once inflation gets
going, youll have labor coming
back until they get, not a 30 per
cent increase in wages, but 50 per

cent or cven 75 per cent.  You

tell where this thing will
STEEL SAYS “NOV

leaders shrugged their

offered them a price in-
of $2.50 per ton to com-

crease
pensate for low pre-war prices_on

certatn types of special steel.
Big Stecl leaders were

But

oceupation is -u about—the whys and where-

TIany.

The old order of spit and polish, ‘do 8s
ask no questions, continues
prevail. - Citizen soldiers were prepared

to t.cc!pt that kind of discipline in: war-
But with peace they mun beqmlde

part of
undertaking and they are em.med to lmow
the reasons for the undertaking.
A remarkable example of this failure has
come ln a letter from a young Naval officer

mand of an LST enxaged m carrying Jap-
anese prisoners of war and Japanese civilians

c]
Chine Chinese civiiians who have been slave

hy
ihe United Sm!es Government is lumlshlng

Iree transportation on Navy ships to all the
clvillans, although transporting the POWSs is

of some political maneuver that has
never been explained, although it is rumored
to be a deal made at the Potsdam conference.

“I have never heard anvone complain about
the duty other than to merely express com-
plete bewllden‘nent a5 to what reason there

Dorothy Thompson

‘ F@r An

EST ANYONE should draw strong

The auty, o5 e describes it, 15 pretty grim
and since no one has given these young men
any guidance whatsnever, the whole effect
i5 to_discredit the Chinese as compared 1o

Economic ?hiiosﬁphy

if it sets the standard by the most
efficient it will tend toward mo- \eam, is u"rltatmg to workers and
There can be an automatic

thac discipline is <xmple
of the r‘uc of inerease or dtcrea<c
ivity

id in thi lumn n the
been said 1 is col o) ,.xeu compcnsaled. Bonuses to man-

) Handlmg the Chinese civillans, however.
A thousand Chinese. men
:».‘ten mtxed with women and children, are

wage rmcs ta be otherwise deter- on the assumption thal manage-

3 ment {5 investing its labor. while

the wage-workers are sefling thelrs.

Some part of the workers' Income

should come in the form of return
from work recarded as capital

Certainly lhf' object of 2 satisfac-

wars of strikes. The concept that

sirike 35 an essentlal demo-
cratic “right"—or' that it is an es-
sential democratic right of man-
egement to make arbitrary

is no or‘e aboaAd who speaks “botnn Chinese

9 Chix‘ﬂse have for the most part

2
cth\ ot 'ree men ls nnt to make

enom conduct on smmm-u ot

ophy regarding wages, prices, prof-
and their rtelation to produc-
collective bargaining should
rcdube itself to rezistering the facts.
together with a public umpire. The
problem and its answer would be-

! T trese desperate Chinese got ti i
for anv social or economic system. . & hal way anc
\’Vagcs‘ in gnnern). should rlse in and that is the improvement of the

accoraance. with - avorage But woges based. as they should

5%

nical factors contribute to the fixed too S)‘gh in advance sp

el doelon h(man virtues.
A

work T
o5, omM!un\hR x\nd e~

other than, ihe efficiency of waz
v, and if wages in the most
nclom, industries absorb all gmns

. which could better be coms

Gi Troubles

e o nnnenx moﬂ\}ct vity and for  income wased on nroductivity

must have the element nf

from their talks with John Snyder
that they could get considerably
more. He let the cal out of the
bag that Triman could not and
would not afford a strike. The
Administration’s bargaining  power
ras gone.
$o, with the battte afready
lost, Chester Bowles went to
the White House, He made
no resignation threats—though
some of his junlor advisers
had urged him to resign If he

last the inflatlon battle. But
he did warn the President
quietly, fervently, that this

would be the first great break

in the inflation dyke.

1f steel goes up, every other in-
dustry using steel will come back
to the OPA for a price increase,
Bowles warned—and will be en-
titled to get it. The automobile
people will come back and want
hizher prices. So will the hard-
ware people, the farm machinery
people, and so on down the line
untii you have a whole series of
price boosts, Then labor comes
back for more wage incréases and
inflation 15 on. B
President, , however,
made up his mind.

“Dn your best,” he told Bowles,
as the iuterview ended. "You know
were all behind you

SNYDER FORGOT

Decision to give a fat hike to
steel was communicated to the
Cabinet at a White House luncheon
next day. The announcement was ..
to be made at 4 P. M. that day.

One hour after lunch this fact
lesked to Phil Murray's steel
workers union. Also it leaked out
that fumbling John Snyder planned
to announce the price hike with-
out first getting a commitment
from the steel companies to

much  wage * Increases they
could - give labor. In other words,
he planned to throw away hischief
bargaining power again,

Frantically, Phil Murray's office
called Secretary of ‘Labor Schwel-
lenbach.

“The Secretary of Labor ls very
husy todey,” replied the young lady
who guards his office. “He can't
see or talk to anyone this after-

noon. :
“Tell him that a mere handful =
of 700,000 steel workers-who are
golng out on strike Monday “have
“some ideas they want to-get to
him,” shot back one of Murray’s
aides, Pinally he got through-to
Bchwellenbach. °
< It was just in time.
had gatheréd
P. M.

had

Newsmen
to - recefve -.the: 4
release which nafve:.John
Snyder planned _to -fssue, :ans.
nouncing new - price - of - steel
without getting an' agreement on
Bchwellénbach -stopped “the
He-got Bnyder. to-go:back
and talk to Big. Steel again—this |
time' regarding . wages:: v
In:New :York; meunwhHe,
Stock:  Market: = boomed: 10 new.
heights . News “of - the ) Ewel ln- o
crease had leakzd out,

the

Are Not l_.cqal

1 be blamed partly en Congress
s which has set up the prin-

The wav to introduce it is for wor!
Frs ta share profits and losses with
: hm;rmd their wazes wmrh

3

mr farm nr Bomuses o (hr\r‘\‘\n T e wtire vhoe ret o
fancled zreater <scurity and ranal-
it of chata capitaliem. Tt mus
fry hot's more security and greater

The habit of nmmgrmcm to vote R matier of cvery man for

while passing on inereased produc-
iivity in higher wages rather
in inflated profits or lowar prices.

Gun And Bible

P:mdom Roasevelt was faught on
e

and.

* 1045 casier o add galns In pro- ) !
ductivity to wages than to guaran- must be viewed as only a
8t the end of the war, of
dismantling our war effol

carefully and thoughtfully.
or of kicking. it over; and
it would be hard for the
bi-partisan opposition  bloc
in Congress to deny that it chose the latter,

demm\d and consumera chnnot be j‘HEHE s o old <ﬁ\‘inx that s ¢

ing class of people. So it's up to
us to put somebody there o help
5. not the man with money,

Now it's up to our soldiers to do

as are of the ARG of industrial

nanFments militate against price o
c a B 1=

e hmfx, ‘n(:‘:d O(Zro‘:;f:i‘: ::,‘ﬂ ped logic furlously ever since in defense of 1t

s
fill up on beer and liquor until  "ris an error to view the GT outburst in
the

they don't care what hap)

whom cheaper industrial prices are

United States s 8 thing in itaelf, and 838
problem to be considered on its merits, in &
kind of milltary vacuum. .The:problem ix
not one of military morale - alone,. but' of

Ll\mkA You can 5pend A dollar in
a minute. The man that vou voted
for will be in office from four to

plus the steady market aﬂordm by with hearts big cnough and heeds
B ae - reRulary - emploed office and still hear the voice of

kind of men to run this country.

The rest of us should get the
cdbwebs out of our eyes. You know
when our forefathers and mothers
came to this land the fathers had
2 gun and the mothers had r Bible,

tep I d when labor ning made sense, if he knew that jobs and
Ry Is a step forsard when labor =

doing nnnhmg to help the work=

Caievintion T wefare of the “’h”“' ing class of people, although they

P
basis of what )ndustrv ran affold

The only way we will ever get any

The man with money wants more
money. so the only way-® :
ing people will get.anv. of that
money is to get:together:and stay
together. Take the men:out: of of<
fice who'are there for what:they

1§ and, alon
sexves by ‘considerations of. thy Mtl n

this.country,.but a:few peaple have
most: of -1ty aud_if.we-don't sell our
vaotes  but .put theni 'in" the right
place the money\wm lose out..




