OME people may have beer sur-
prised at the “flare-up of . Gi

A Taxi Monopoly’

ty Council, which is apparently
fo surfiiount the legal obstacles
in the way Qf positive action to
‘the housing shortage. i5, we
ehdowed with enough . legal

ther,

of taxis. In fact, it appears
‘the rather violent testimony offer-
by ‘cab operators and others, that
‘Council has authority to create and
ntain a taxi monopoly in Charlotte
-1t cares to.

.Indeed, the question of controlling the
ers and morals of taxi drivers, as
‘well as the guestion of providing more
eabs, has been lost in a debate over
ether the present companies should
remain alone in the field or whether
‘additional companies can and should
Lice: :

An attorney for the Yellow and Red
Top companies told the Council in open
taeeting that any effort to increase the
number of cabs now operating in Char-
lotte would ruin the taxi business, lead-
ing to rate wars and forcing the drivers
to take up bootlegging on the side. It
" would sppear that he is insisting. on
‘moral grounds, that the City Couneil
‘ ‘should sct to prevent any new competi-
tion in the taxi field, even though there
obviously aren't enough cabs in service
40 meet the needs of the community,

When President Truman released the
report of the Pearl Harbor investigating
committee shortly after the end of the
war he pronounced what seems has
become his guiding principle: The biame
for that disaster lies not with the po-
litical and military leaders of the period,
but with the people of the United States
who were divided among themselves. He
edvanced the same theory, in inverted
fashion, when he appealed a few davs
_.ago for the people to unite and bring
pressure to bear on a recalcitrant Con-
gress that has sabotaged his reconver-
sion program. And, we presume, he
would use the same argument to ex-
plain the disgraceful mass demonstra-
tions in Manila and Frankfurt, which
indicate & complete and dangerous col-
lapse of Army moralle.

And it is true enough—the demonstra-
tions are the direct product of the con-
‘fusion in America, of the purposeless
“drift that has marked all our affairs,
foreign and domestic, since the end of
the war. But another question arises
logically enough—who is to blame for
- the sad state of public morale?

How can the people of the United
‘Btates unite in support of, or in opposi-
licy that exists, if it exists
e minds of only 2 few men?

ing to try to lead the v-orld toward a

‘The Prophet Ham, who had dropped
out of our ken during the war years,
w%ill be with us again soon, and we shall
be interested in seeing how the pass-
ing years have treated him. He was
bearing up right well when he last stop-
 ped off in Mecklenburg to save all avail-
able local souls, and to damn all those
who didn't care to hit his sawdust trail.

‘Back in 1934 the Prophet was as unin-
hibited an evangelist as ever sent out

the unqualified
opposition of this newspaper. He wrestled
with the devil day after day, and
he didn't leave until the flow of the
Zfaithful, and of their dollars, had dwin-
dled away.

In those dim days the Prophet handed
down stimulating statements like these:

*The present administration is com-
posed mostly o_f apostate Jews.”

“MAll your kidnappers and gangsters
tome from the crowd that loves liquor.
thgt goes to Sunday ball games, and that
advocates Sunday movies.”

-And, of course. the Prophet made
short shrift of those who arose to ques-

nthese revelations. “Not a hand has
been  lifted against my campaigns in
three years but God has brought a curse
on‘the man that lifted it.” Sometimes

Was more general
whs that most of the victims of the flu
were not Christians.”

Oh, the Prophert Ham was a powerf{ul

those days. No question about
3¢, and if there had been, he had a ready
ngwer.”:“The very miracles God has

Of course he stayed with us for weeks
.time in:those days. Lately he has
tnibed through the town, setting up for
bnight stand and moving to other
after. a couple of “services"
appearsito be his plan for his
ming engagement,
ed topic is interesting. In the af-
trioon his “sermon” will deal with "The
—When The World is On Fire". and

g he will take up “General
Wr's’ Prophecy”. Those are two
ringboards, of course, and the
eemm to get to liguor, Jew-

“My observation

but his an-

It seems to us that the * licensing
powers of the City can properly be used
only to establish and maintain certain
minimum standards in taxl service,
standards that are badiy needed at the
moment. Certainly the Council can, and
should, forbid known criminals to operate
taxi cabs, and it could and should devise
ordinances that wouid make the operat-
ing company immediately and definitely
responsible for its drivers' misdeeds. In
our view, the operating company should
be penalized when one of its drivers is

of bootlegging or i
and repeated offenses should lead to the

suspension not only of the driver's li-

cense, but of the company's.

Having set these standards;‘and-
sured their enforcement, we see no’rea-
san why the Council shouldn't license
any operator who is willing to live up
to them. We might, perhaps, have too
many taxis temporarily, but competition,
which would improve service as well as
lower rates, would soon take care of the
situation.

Among the interested parties appear-
“ing before the Council in the matter
there has been no one (o represent the
taxi-riders. That is the function of the

' City Fathers, and any action that doesn't

and
clear

ultimately provide more. better
cleaner taxis doesn't meet their
obligation in the matter.

Impossible Compromise

new, peaceful era of international un-
derstanding through the United Nations
Organization we have sponsored. or are
we going to wield a big stick. or a big
atom. and force the world to leave us
alone?

There is no compromise possible be-
tween these two positions. If we pin our
faith in the United Nations Organiza-
tion there is no need to maintain gar-
risons in the Pacific and in Europe, as
we are now doing, beyond the police
needs of the Armies of Occupation. If
we choose to wield a big stick, we not

- only can’t think of bringing the low-

pointers home, we've got to get busy
sending still more young men overseas
to join them.

‘The issues have never been explained,
either to the soldiers averseas or to the
civilians at home. The mood in which
America will accept the sacrifice either
course : will require has been allowed
to languish in these few months of
uncertain peace. And the blame, we
think, rests largely with a President who
hasn't been able to make up his own
mind.

It is possible, as we are now finding
out. to sow a whirlwind by negative
means as well as by positive action. And,
a few more months of indecision will
insure one terrible result—another fu-
tile effort to bury our heads in the sands
of isolationism.

The Prophet Returns

ry. the Pope, and all his other favorite

mass-meetings following - the’ ans.
nouncement  that
would be delayed.” Certainly, how-
ever, the general staff in Wash-

demobllization

mgwn $hould not have beéen sur<'

prist

x one reading the, servicemen's’

newspapers, anyone samplin
thousands of
in on Congre:
men  and

mentators,

that  for

GI resentment
was near boiling
point. Nobedy
stirred it up. It
had been brew-
ing for months.
Most supposing
fact,  however is
that, despite this

g. the
letters which pour

‘ondition,
general staff
Washington  has
done nothing to correct a basic
situation inside the Army which
goes much decper than merely de-
Iaved demobilization. For much of
the GI resentment springs
sense of -injustice” and -frustration.
we are to have a blg
nrmy, the er it is,
it o mend

morale pmmanf‘n\ .

Some Congressmien are convinc-
ed—uas a result of hints dropped
avound the Pentagon Building—
that the War Department delib-
erately slowed up demobilization in
order to put the heat on for con-
scription. Pressure from the boys
overseas would then be such that
Congress would pass conscription
immediatel, supplying  re-
placement troops.

CENSORSHIP COVERED

However, whether conscripled or
nol. no army is efficient uniess.
morale is high. The conscripted
French Army proved this in 1940,
Therefore, whether draited or vol-
untary, what both the American
public, and {he War Department
are basically interested in is an
army of men, not torn by a sense
of injustice and yesentment.

Most people don't realize it. but
during the war the American pub-
lic was shielded from many things
that took place inside the Army.
But the men inside the Army
knew what was going on, though
they could not write home about
it. So now, with censorship over,
ave not only writing home,
to their service papers. and
generally  blowing  off  pent-up
steam,

They bave fought a war to save
the democratic system  at  home,
and now they would like to see a
little more democracy right inside

their own army. If we did not
have so intelligent an Army, there
wowld not be this outburst. But

the American Army today is the
most_ intelligen: we have ever as-
sembled; in fact, the most intelli-
gent in the world—bar none.

Intelligent men make the best
fighters, but also the best gripers
when they think they have been
wronged.

Based upon thousands of GI let-
ters and {alking to many men.
here are some ideas which this
columnist believe might improve
morale and efficiency inside the
army.

REVISE WEST POINT

1. Abolish political appointments
to West Point and base them en-
tirely on merit. There is no reason
why we should still follow the an-
tiquated idea that each Congl
man is cniitled to appoint
1o West Point 15 n means of ai
ing his own reelection, The army
should be above pelitics. Instead
let West Pointers be chosen from
the ranks of enlisted men as a re-

boys

subjects before the hat is passed for the ward for efficiency and devotion
last time. ¢ to duly.
2. Award all commissiol
There has always been some question ~the ranks, except in the
in the Prophet's mind. although not in  Specialists i wartime. Let every

ours, a¥to his mortality, but we expect
that the years have taken some toil. He
can't be expected to put on the sort of
show that was his specialty a decade
2go, when he addressed his opposition:
“The Lord will put you who are opposing
this campaign in a casket and you will
die and go to Hell with the devil's
crowd.” The fact that so many of us
are still around may be discouraging
to even the Prophet.

But, of course, 2 man who is unin-
hibited by respect for truth and decency
can work up a right good show at any
age. The Prophet’s act may still be worth
the price of admission.

A hat bearing the initials A. H. has
been found in the ruined Reichschancel-
lery, beneath a chair..A theory is that
whoosis was walking under it.

Add to the Jong, sad roll of the de-
parted: The tabiccloth battle strategis
the designer of arrows for war map:
the voice of radio that never falteres
-8t Dunieperpetrovsk.

It is hardly a surprise that Rita Hay-
worth, the girl he used to saw in two,
asks a divorce from Orson Welles. Sume-
how we felt this triangle couldn't last.

Somehow, cartoons haven't seemed the

same since the passing of the Duce, a

. Character who showed up with 5 o'clock
shadow in the noon edition, even.

A western wife sues for divorce be-
cause her man who stepped out 15 years
ago for a beer has not returned Maybe®
he stopped to.bowil.

Another baritone who is “better than
Sindtra” pops up. in Hollywood. It isn't
exactly what the world wanted, but feed”
bim and send him on.

nian go i
be:

et promoted
asis of sheer abllily, not personal
drag. -

4. After an officer gels his coms=
mission, lel further promotions be
based on competitive i

I3

Dorothy Thompson

© Who Still Loves This

NEW YORK
/\S the UNO Assembly opens in

London, delegates of the great
. and of the small nations
who at the be-
ginning  of
war looked to the
United States as
the world banner-
bearer, must view,
the first wit
contempt, the sec-
ond with dismay,
the disgusting
5pectacle of the
United States.

Seven  months
ago we were the
world’s  strongest

Te-
spected people.

Today we are ueither strong nor
respected.

In velation to all the rest of the
world. rich beyond the dreams of
avarice, we are the only country
whose' entire economy is’threatened
by what will, if it occurs, amount
to a general strike.

Our armics. which only a few
months ago, had demonstratéd u

proud discipline are, in both Ger-
mnnv and Manila, on the verge of
mutiny

Gradually.

the unpleasant news
leaks through, that our oecupying
armies_ar ing but “ambas-

THEY WIN CONTEMPT

Uneducated for their task, un-
clenr of their country’s goal, un-
disciplined by the consciousness that
they are the visible s
great  democracy, from
spiring e and 'respect. they ave

apidly winning only contempf, and
Trim being, the guiders, are pocom-
ing_the_guided.

e ians. whose break-
ihfough first awakened dismay, are
proving he better organizers and
Ihe better disciplined.” The British,
retired and quiet,
The French, after an
of destructiveness, settle down m
the tongh, historic wa
men—become  again  the
wanna #o home. an\-\zunl and
sclf-indulgent, they awaken envy
and resentment, not that they are
tough. but they are soft. as
one ever saw them soft in war.

ur A

not seulority,

4. Give bhoth men and officers
the same food, even though serv-
ed in separate messes, and Improve
housing for enlisted men.

5. But above all, cut out the
ifish favoritism and thoughtless-
ne practiced by some officers,

which meke enlisicd men hate all
officers, including even the great
majority of conscientious officers
who look out for their men,
ARMY CASTE SYSTEM

Cut out, for instance the system
whereby the 1268lh Engineering
cambat battalion has to move oub
of a healthy camp site near Man-
ila and live in filthy buffalo wal-
low  because offi b
wants to expand its

Gt out, £or instimce. the system
whereby Pet. Karl Von Esche 15
yefused admission for his wife to
the Moaore  General Hospital
sxamanen, N C. His wife dics.
Licut, John Bamberger's  dog is
Rmiited o the Same hospital at
about the same time.

Alwo_cut ont the system whereby
foothall plavers and bascball pla
ors et dischurged ahead of high-
puint veterans merelv because they
have wirc-pulling friends in the
. War Department:’ and the system
* whereby General MacArthur gives
a special airplane ride 8000 miles
home to the low-point son of Gen,

Hahford McNider.

Finally, cut out the system
whereby  enlisted men  at  times
were glven one helmet of water
per day for bathing. drinking and
Inundry, but see tHe hose running
all day to water officers’ gardens.

Thy are some of the very
strong reasons why men don’t
want to slay in the Army. Nobody
is stirring this up except certain
otficers themsclves. Thesé officers
have it in their power to change
this overnight. They need no legls-
Iation

They also hdve it within their
power Lo yevamp our antiquated
sestem and’ build one of the best

shows nothing
but weakness, and its enemies in
Congress. bath the Southern Demo-
crats and the Republicans. rejolce.
For most of Congress. including
Administration supporters, the fate
of the nation is less than the next

elections,

more prosperous than it
been, anywhere, at any
strike even if the affect
equal to a blitz. Ownership,
rolling in money, invites a_show-
down, and talks of regalning the

. vanein

“whip hand.” Consumers, as greedy
after goods as they had been for
vears on the verge of starvation,
indulge in buying sprees. regard.
less of warnings of inflation.

The Government. passing the
buck to “fact-finders,” washes its
hands.

MORAL COLLAPSE

Crime waves sweep the country.
Public and pmate decorum is at
an all-time ;.

Night clubs are jammed.

Drunkenuess Is a disgraceful pub-
lic spectacle, unsurpassed since the
days of bathtub gin.

Foreign visitors. from countries
gray with hunger and Vi
look upon us, rub their eyes,
are glad to go back home, to lands
where there is, at least, some scnse
of reality and solidarity,

Soldiers, whose initial wish was

<,
to be demobilized,

only Te-enlist,
after the first jog of {reedam,
finding the Arms. after all. more

n it
The only country with the atomic
bomb is the only one plainly afraid

of it, as though. in the general
chaos and disintegration, it might
g0 off by ltse

INCONSISTENT DIPLOMACY

Our diplomacy takes firm stands
oue week. only to retreat the next
at high speed. loudly assuring the
nation mczmwhilc that we are ad-

The Admuustmnon
sions to make
suppresses their reports. Officials
of departments dealing with the
most delicate foreign relations ac-
cuse their colleagues of all but
treason—and in some cases pos-
sibly correctly: groups with private
axes to grind. combine for
ganized slander; and every
try and idealogy find noisy
$ODS AMODE US excepl our
Molotov. with mare important
things to do. absents himself fror
An understudy s good

sends mis-
ions and

coun-
parti-
own.

enoneh
Public discussion is hecom!ng ]

Republic?

Tower of Babel. in which words
no longer convey common mean-

5

gs. .
Socialists present themselves as
liberals; 'Communists call them-
selves progressives; econcmic Iiberals
are attacked scists; Ex-Fase
cists denounce non Cliberals.
E\mrm\u ARGUMENT
Tit of any argument is
hardlv conssdered Tt is "progres-
¥ Is it “conservative?” Is ft
Does this or that Tom,
ck, or Harry agree with it? Is
the person who utters it rich? Is
he poor? Is he a Catholic? Is he
Jew? Who influences him?
What are his interests?
Nevor: Does what he says
sense? Is
Divergent groups and incividuals
of the mnation confounding fact
with rumor. and labels with con-
tent campaign for and against the
Soviet Union, the British Empire.
the Vatican, the Jews, the Anti-
Semites, the Dutch and even the
Swedes, and Swiss. veciferously pro-
aiming one world and as vacifer-
demanding  that  half  the
world be excluded from or coerced

make

into it all in the name of “de-
moeracy.”
Do thev not know. that one

world begins at home: that it can

only safely be extended from and

between communities in which there
is 2 one-ness? -
ARE THEY DEAD?

Who loves this democratic re-

pubiic? Who loves it better than

his income. his class. his interests.

his prejudices. his race?
all such e under white
crosses on Paclfic Island, in North
Africa, in It France?
Is it only under fire,
very face of death, that the unity
of life and the reaiity of fellow-

ship ean be discavered?
Must bombs drop:on thls nation
to recall It to lts community of
destiny?
And does angone believe
unless we mend our ways they
not?

that
will

From The Carolina Israelite:

A Strange Freedom

ERE is an euthentic letter from.

a refugee woman who
caped the Nazi
just been admi
in our count

“I was first of all impressed
by your general fearlessness. Chil-
dren arre not-afrald of their par-
ents, students are not afraid of
thelr teachers, men of their bosses.

o

s
ted to cmzenshlp

Women don't seem to be afraid of
anything or anybody. Nobody closes
doars here. or erects fences and
walls that might serve as & hostile
or discriminating gesture.  Even
your houses look inviting . . . Peo-
ble keep their shades up for every-
body to look In and nobody seems
disturbed by the fact that hls pri-
vacy can be violated at any time
on the slightest rretext. ~

“The fact that everything in
America is public at first impresses
a European ns rather indiscreet.

{5 is especiaily
newspapers, Even your~ host fa-
mous,.-most" important men must
share their private lives with' then
fellow-Americans, They are under
& magnifying glass all’ the :time.
The public knéws how many ‘socks
and ties they own and:how:they
live ‘in general. ’

“In.the United Stales: dreams
dre made to come true; The gap
between  dream .and reality is nar<
row, and  while Europeans are oftert
unwilling’ to. bridge it -becruse they.
feel . the resuit:-might not:lve:up

_Americans

T hesitancy.

(*If you'make n:mistake In Amer:
jea,: your - life” isn't ruined.

armies in the world, But !
tion or no conscription, they won't
have a strong .army. unless: favor-
itism.- personal _political - pull
are made. as

the caste system
funct, a5 certain:types.of pni-nl,om
warlare, - : e

“You: bov fuend will just: ‘have to! eat in the kltchen
£ ther’s: income tax papers

: nn the dining’ room
- and

till: ‘March

can’t be disturbed!”

true of, your -

You.
have atremeéndous ‘resérve md .

be an and that therefore
secrecy and speed would be necessary, The
swift collapse of Japan overtook the stomic
planners. .
‘But the fact remains that if it had not
been for the active protests of many sclent-
ists who had been connected with the atomic
bomb project, the Mey-Johnson Bill would
in all probability have slipped through Con-
ess. The pattern that had prevailed dur-
ing the war would then have ben continued
into the peace

GROVES' POWER
ose who fought the May-Johnson Bill
heuevr that 1t would have perpetuated
Maj. Gen. Leslie R. Groves' control over
atomic energy in peace ss in war, It con-
tained a provision that military men could
serve as administrator or as members of the
commission without loss of military rank
This was to get around the provisions of =
law adopted after the Civil War when mili-
tary men filled many civil posts, at the same

Hme retainlng their full rank.
tary of War Robert P. Patterson be-
htllea the fears of those who saw a milita;
dictatorship over atomic energy. He says
the clause about rank was put in to make it
possivle for some officers to serve on_the
that was destr-

able.

FINDING A MAN
Tt is quite clear, however, that under the
May-Johnson Bill the administrator wauld
have been the real boss of the project. The
commissioners would have been part-time ad«
visers. meeting once s month to supervise

- and epprove or disapprove what had been

done,

The two scientists whose protests were
most effective were Dr. Harold C. Urey,
Nobel prize winner now of the University of
Chicago. and Dr. Leo Szlard. They had
clashed with Groves during the work on the
project.

Just before the Congressional recess, Sen’
stor Brien McMahon, chairman of the Sen-
ate Atomic Committee. put in 8 bill that
provides a different patern of comtrol over
atomic energy. Based on the committee’s
thorough hearings into the whole back~
ground of atomic power, the bill provides
for a commission of five fulitime members
who would have compiete authority over all
military and pescetime uses of atomic enErgy
except when the President should find th
miltlary necessity demanded that specified
quantities of atomic weapons be turned over
to the armed forces.

Samuel Grafton

The GOP Sees
A Fission

YHE new Republican line 15 that the
Democratlc Party ts badly sphit, and in-
capable of governing. and that the Presi-
dent’s recent attack on Congress proves it
Who was the President at-
1acking, ask the Republi-
cans demurely. except his
own committee chatirmen?
It's & family fight: and the
Republican Party (through
such_spokesmen as Sena-
tor Taft puts itsell for-
ward as a party which is
not split. but meritariously
‘whole. This is a good for-
mulation! neat as & drug-
store package: but it
doesn’t tell quite enough
For the country itself is
so divided on the issues
raised by Mr, Truman that any party which
isn't split on them can be in that happy
condition only because it leaves out a lot
of people: it is split off to start with, which
is why it 1sn't split from within. If the Re«
publican Par d as adherents two -or
three nation-wide labor unions. it would be.
just as split as the Democrats; it hasn't-and
50 it isn't. As & matter of fact there are Re-:
publicans who are worried about: Republican
unity, who regard it as too perfect,-and lacks
ing in that vsr(aﬂon, shade, fissure and
pateh which give the appearance ‘of life.
THE OHIO G.
Senator Wayné Morse, of Oreg
loose & frémendous attack
ers of his awn pnm he hi
he callscthe “Ohil o1
actionary leadershiy whlch,
millions. of - Americans . ou!
ranks:: Senator: Motse: migl
fomenting 8 spirit in the
what lie-is actially
open:‘a:door 5o that
TThe party is’in the eurious
ing: & split: befors it. nnd ;
h blgger; it llaS‘hl i
Hafmons o i T




