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e
_ “One sign of labor's growing strength,
“ahd respectabllity, in the South, is the
Durham hearing on the 85-cent mini-
mum wage Saturday. Nine of the twelve
legislators from the Sixth District will
serve as & panel, Dr. H. Sheiton Smith
of Duke's Divinity School will preside,
and Lacy McBryde, Federal Regional
+Attorney, will be the interrogator. All
sorts of people will testify as to the ef-
" fects of low wages and subsequent sub-
standard living conditions.

The AFL and CIO have combined to
stage this hearing, aided by the Com-
mittee for North Caroling of the South-
ern Conference for Human Welfare. The
sponsors hope that people will learn
what the €5-cent minimum wage means
in “simple, everyday” terms, and what
it means to the future prosperity of
North Carolina, .

In the background of the hearing
(which would not have been possible a
few years ago) will be facts like these,
showing the state's standing:

1. The nationa ome, per capita, is
$1.082: North Carolina’s is §689.

2. The national ratio of doctors to
patients is one to 700; in North Carolina
it is_one to 1,300.

3. The national percentage of adults
with less than a fifth-grade education
is 13.5; in North Carollna it is 26.2 per
cent.

4. In all- other regions, 76 per cent
of the ellmible electorate votes; in North
Carolina 40 per cent vote.

5. In other. regions, 18.8 per cent of
the homes lack electricity; in North
Carolina the figure s 45.6 per cent.

These statistics march on endlessly,

How Low Wages Work

and all stand in the background of the
low wage. For example, over 60 per cent
of North Carolina homes have no run-
ning water; we stand 3Sth in infant
deaths, 42nd In adult education, 43rd in
earnings, 48th in draft rejections.

But the testimony in Durham must
. go beyond these already familiar facts.
Sooner or later, the sponsors will run up
against the difficulty now faced by strik-
ing auto workers. Witnesses will point
out that 65 cents and hour means only
$26 a week (522 after deductions), and
$1,352 a year. They will remind the gath-
ering that the Labor Department says
& family of three, living "very modestly”,
needs an income of $1,950 a year in these
times.

But then they will get down to the
point. They will say that industry in
North Carolina can pay this $26-a-week,
and they will point to last year’s $388,~
000,000 profit, before taxes, of the South-
ern textile industry. And they will say
that industry can afford this

Boils Over
ln Capital

grams deluglnc this . col
—mmy of them

highest boiling
pmm yet. They

"9 The War De-
partment's offi-
cial  slow - down
by  demobiliza-
tion,

2. Secretary of

G
that he didnt know the very ele-
mentary fact that overseas vet-
erans stopped accumulating points
on V-J Day.

3. Announcement by Gen. Joseph
McNarney, new EWropesn  com-
mander, that low-polnt men might

home quicker than
high point men whose services
were more essentiel. This,
course, paves the way for the re-
turn of Senators’ sons, football
players. and anyone with political
pli]l—provxded they meke them-

wage without increasing prices, We don't
know how they will make out, but have
‘a hunch the Durham hearings will have
little effect beyond spreading the word.

For when it comes to & showdown
Southern industry, ltke Midwestern in-
dustry, will say that profits are no con~
cern of labor, and we may see another
stalemate develop. We are not attempt-
ing to set a minimum wage ourselves,
nor to suggest what it should be. We only
know what we've known all along: That
prosperity for the South and North Caro-~
lina cannot be built upon low wages.
That much should be obvious to all par-
tles by now.

Routine Examination

For a feliow who came South on z
duck-hunting trip, Indlena's Represen-
tative Haileck, the Republican strate-
gist, is having a pretty full week. Re-
porters caught him before he got' out
into the marshes and diverted his at-
tention.

Oh, yes, he said, the Solid South. It
shouldn’t be that way. It would be much
bappier under the Republicans. If it
could just turn Republican once. It
might still be solid, that way,. but it

would be happier. He didn't say just
how.

Rep. Halleck voiced the same cry
many & Southerner has uttered. He

knew the section, and the nation, too,
must be suffering because of this one-
party system. But he didn’t know quite
what to do about it. He'd found it a bit
difficult, to convince Southerners to
break away from the Democrsts, He
found the response “a little dishearten-
ing.” So he didn't know just how the
Grand Old.Party was going to win the
South.

But he did point out the wide gulf be-
tween Northern and Southern Demo-
crats. A divisive tactic. He thought it

unlikely that Southern Democrats could
be fused with Northern

G. were quick to see the sig-
niflcance of this. In addition to
resentment, there was immediate
determination to make themselves
just as non-essential as possible,
In other words, the Army now
puts a premlum on Inefficlency.
The man who does a good job has
to stay on. The man who does &
poor job =mnd is non-essential
san come ‘hamc

Secretary Patterson's fumble rea
garding the point system convine~
ed = lot of people that Patterson
was letting the brass hats run
the show end didn't know what

he ordered the discharge of Georgla
football star Charles Trippi at
the request of two Georgia Sena-
tors—despite the fact that Trippi
was & low-point typist, and typists
are classifled as essentiel,
TRUMAN DIDN'T ENOW
President Trumean added to the
fon that i

they seem to make unhappy bedfellows,
except in moments of crisis. And when
a reporter asked him if his relations
with Dixie Democrats were amiable, he
sald he didn't know what to say, Bro-
ther Halleck should have been out
amongst the ducks.

He did think of one happy sign: “The
South, though, does go with the Repub-
licans to curb radical moves in the ad-
ministration.”

So, though we are lost, comrades, we
do serve a useful purpose. We can help
the GOP beard the radicals at odd mo-
ments, even if we must guickly retreat
into the ranks and march again in lock
step.

Well, we've been examined by experts
before now, and not a one, except in
the year of Al Smith, ever saw much
hope for us. We've puzzied them one
and all. And about all we have to offer,
aside from mild climate and 2 little duck
shooting, is a solld front and an occa-
sional hand in a radical-hunt. Maybe
Rep. Halleck was a little hard on us.
Maybe we serve a useful, if minor, pur-
pose after all.

Is The Race On MNeow?

If we never saw the shadow of the
future before we should see it now. This
week they're saying that Russia has an
atomic bomb—a far better one, in fact,
than our own model. It is, up to now,
Just a rumor. A scientist in Londonderry
told the story, sketched in with a few
omx“ous facts.

“The President waz quick to say that
our Government had no data to support
this report, It was almost a denial. But
who knows? Who knows whether the
Russian scientists, led by & captured
German scientist, really have their in-
credible tennis ball in production? And
who's going to prove it, one way or an-
other?

Buppose, for the sake of argument,
that Russia is still 50 years from its di
covery, but that she announces one day
for propaganda purposes that she has
it. Suppose that Moscow reporis s few
Siberian steppes have been wiped out in
an experiment. Who, then, will ask her
to show us? ‘Who will stand up and
say: “Liar! We don't believe you. Let
us see it?”

From The Textile Bulletin:

And suppose some other nation makes
the same claim, next day. Will we de-
mand proof of it, teo? It can become an
endless chaln, this terrible new war of
nerves. One that might lead to world
destruction.

There Is now, just as there was be-
tore the rumor from Russia, just one
way to prevent such a tragedy in our
time. We must join with our war-time
allies in establishing a strong, fool-proof
method of control. There must be joint
and complete international control of
the atomic weapons. From the very first
our own scientists (and those invaluable
refugees who showed us how) have
warned us that we could not possibly
keep the secret. It is sure to be out in

‘a few years, and it may well be that

other nations wiil find new methods, less
expensive, requiring less industrial
know-how than our own.

And even if we cling to the belief that
we can lick the world in an atomic bomb
race, how many Americans want to live
in a time like that? Do we want. to en-
courage the development of a third
‘World War?

These Dangerous Universities

‘William Joyce, notorious “Lord Haw
Haw” of the German 2ir waves, has gone
Yo a traitor's death on the gallows of .
Wadsworth Prison in Londén, England.
The notice of his execution said “Joyce,
wha came to England from America at
the age of 15, became a follower of Sir
Oswald. Mosley while a student at Lon-
don University.”

At London Unlversity there apparent-
Iy were several professors or instructors
Interested in promoting fascism and
they must have been able to influence
the immature Willlam Joyce, just as at
the University’ of North Carolina, a
small group beliéving in socialism and
communism finds certain students whose
minds can be
cepting their theories.

These professors and instructors who
prey upon the immaturity of young men
who enter their classrooms are employed
by ‘branches of the very governments
whichi ‘they seek to destroy and when

nder their inﬂuenca many spenkers
brought to address student forums

influenced’ towards ac- *

are given both sides of every -question.

Immediately following a radical speak-
er, the professors and instructors am-
plify and commend statements which
are in accord with their theories, where-
as following addresses by conservative
speakers, they point out alleged weak-
nes in their arguments and nuliify
the influence of their statements. Stu-
dents naturally have confidence in the
statements of their professors and in-
structors and are easily influenced when
such teachers make favorable or unfa-
vorable comments-upon ideas advanced
by speakers.

Very few students who leave college
25 confirmed communist or confirmed
fascists, hed any such views when they
entered the institutlon.

Most college students are at impres:
sible ages and it is comparatively easy
to make them assume the roll of cru-
saders and to feel that they have a spe-
cial assignment to save the world.

Fortunately most of them, shed such
ideas as they become more thature and
get away from the professors who in-
fluenced them, but there are some like

“Lord Haw Haw” who never fully re-
cover and who car;y thekr ideas into

pri uu life,

is blindly letting the brass hats
run things when he attended &
Se.‘urdmy night party thrown by
Hap Arnold at the Bolling
Fle!d officers’ club. Officers who
had planned dates several days
in advance arrived with girl friends
only to find the club barred.
advance notice, General
Arnold had taken over both floors
and every room-allegedly as se-
curity to protect the life of the
President.
Those who know Harry Tru-
man’s habit of mingling with folks
say that he never would have con-
sented to having the entire club
teken over on his account iIf he
had known about it, and that the
brass hals must -have put one over

NOTE—Army claim that its fast
discharge of men mekes for in-
efiiclency doesn't bear close scru-
tiny—as, for instance, the Brooke
Hospital Center at San Antonio.
It handled 10000 patients at m
peak, but now is down to les:
than 2500 yet its staff continues
at 75 per cent of the Tiod,
There are scores,of similar cases,

CHURCHILL'S SON-IN-LAW

Best story on the distinguished
British visltor now arriving in
the USA concerns Churchlll's ex-
son-in-law, Vic Oliver, the femous
stage comedian.

Oliver is now divorced from
Churchill's daughter, but shor
before the divorce he calléd _a

10 Downing Street to s
he couldn't help patch up his
matrimonial affairs, At dinner
with his father-in-law and varlous
other natables, Oliver popped
question calculated, he thought, to
warm the soul of the then British
Prime Minister.

“Sir,” he selid, leanlng across the
table and looking sweetly at his
father-in-law, "who, in_your opin-
fon, will "emerge as the greatest
leader of this war?”

But hefore anyone at the table
could come back with the expected
answer that Winston Churchill
himself was the greatest war lead-

WASHINGTON
UDGING by the flood:of tale=
umnilst

From The American Mercury:

Why Veterans Are

By WILLARD WALLER
O MAN can fight in e war
without being changed by that
experience. Veterans are glad to
come home, but they come home
angry. A do-nothing optimism with
regard lo veterans will he & fa-

tal error. Let us begin to face
facts by realizing that many "et-
erans are bitter—and t

are in large part justified in theu’
bitterness.

Naturally, not every veteran is
bitter, at least not In any ob:
vlous way. Human nature displa;

an endless variability, and the:
are millions of veterans. But
enough veterans—especially men
who have been in combat—nour-
ish a smouldering anger to give
2 tone to the en: grou. Talk
to the wounded

Wil discover whether veterans are
bitler.

“Tell. me what ‘vour ribbons
mean,” says the kindly civilian
gentleman. With exaggerated po-

liteness the veteran repiles: “This
Yellow one’s for being Drafted
Early. The Red one's the
Humor Ribbon, The Green and
Brown is for service in the Spam

Circuit, and the Purple .one Is the
Jerry Marksmanship Medal, other-
wise known as the Order of the
Purple " "Oh, you poor b

what ever happened to your faco?

asks the sob-slster. “A land mine
exploded in my face, lady. What
happened to sours?” replies the
veteran. "How do you get along

queries the

“Just fine,
How do you gel alon
wife

your

The veteran, benumbed ton,mm
he

‘\hﬂe sweated  out

ar,

By T ce
Gents of civillan e with m e
tensity ihat scems abnormal to
those who have staved at home.
Clvilians arc constantly touching
off the hidden hoob: 5 of an-
ger In the veteran. Every day's
news bring fresh cvidence of the
widening gulf between soldier and
clvilian.

er, his glowering father-in-law
shot back: .
“Mussolint.”
? he puzz-
led Mr Oliver. “Why ao you say
Mussolini?”

“Because.” replied Churchill, “He
at least, hml U\e good sense to
shoot his

LAPITAL CHAFF

The S. S Amasa Delano, named
for one of Roo: grandfathers,
Lins heen 1ying In Delaware bay for
exactly one month, loaded with
live ammunition. About ten other
ships are also in Delawarg bay,
Joaded with unused bombs. The
Army doesn't know what to do
with the cargoes. Reaction of G,
1.'s is if the same ships had been
loaded with veterans they would
ave unloaded themselves in one
hour .. . . Twice Mrs. Truman has
taken 2 speclal railroad car from
Missourl to Washington—despite
the acute shortage of cars for dis-
charged servicemen. Five hundred
and seventy-three war-weary sall-
ors recently rode from  the West
Coast to  Bainbrid

gonches that hnd Relier Mgt noe

HIGHER CLOTHIVG PRICES

OPA are sitting down
this Week with repl‘esentmnes of
the textile industry—especially wor~
steds and woolens—to try to spur
production of men's clothing. Nub-
bin of the problem is increased
prices, ‘which the textile people
demand in order to spur production.
 However they are not likely to
get It. Inside fact is that profits
of the woolen and worsted in-
dustry are now times what
they were during pre-war years.
Furthermore, a sample of civillan
sales shows profits from the civ-
ilian trade are twice as hlah as
military profits - due to. Army-
Navy renegotiations.

Despite these lush profits, woolen
mills want more “adjustments” be-
fore making more fabrics for: re~
turned - veterans: also -despite  the
fact that reduced . ‘taxes
promise an - even - better . profit.

NOTE—Friends of - General _Pats
ton, whose family:owns_one of ; the
largest woolen mills, say. he 'would

When V-E Doy came st last,
ivilians the soldiers felt,
had done nothing to bring it
about — enjoved it greatly, cele-
brated with fervor, left their jobs,
neglected ess r work, got
drunk, and threw away tons of
badly  needed paper. But lhe
wounded soldiers just back from

the front looked on grimly, fecl-
ing that this joy was out of place
while their buddies were still dy-
ing In the Paclflc: they remem-
bered also their comrades who had
died so that fat, soft, selfish ci~

Good *

vilians could get drunk-and shout
Hurrah,

Sometlmes the veteran's animos-
ity toward civilizns touches even
those whom he loves, and he is
sorry for that. buf carnot help
1t, or even understand {t.

mother remarked upon returning
from & visit to her son in the
hospital: “I was terribly glad to
see him, and I know he wes glad

to see me. Bui after the first
fnw minutes of conv
. it was hard t

unds 5o differt;
B Jotterst
hardly

T
He's so bitter
know whai

times the
sets him off. He won't tal
the 's ot interested
in talking nbout ansthing  clse.
When T s

be just
in some
gets over !t before he gets out of
the hospital; otherwise hell have

a chip on his showlder” Many
such soung men have chosen to
go back into comb: before thelr
furloughs were over, or, if able to
conceal  their b
their wounds

A soldier recently back  from
the European theater complained:
“Sometimes civilians get me so

nned

ad I'd like to kill a few
ice with them. The

doesn't  mean anuhm" ex-
cept a chance to make o
money ot else b taxes nnd it's
b ons 1

e
how  people  cou
men what those ribbons they
L3 got the same ones
car

h, s oueht
to ko what o Pdrp.r* Heart Jooks
ETO ribbon. But they

> guy can wear a bur
dithaut a single
m and the next guy

that
After

ch

in any o

can wear a Congressional all by
iteelf think the flrst
B . They don't make

between
who took a boat

the  guys
ride and the

‘The People’s Platform

itter

guys who really did something. It
Just shows thet it doesn't mean
2s much to them. It's not 50 much
art of their lives as 1t is of

hnt they have to say
the war is stupid or it
matter. T guess I had the
N e was in the
%o his neck. Eversbody I
¢ was in the thick
. In the hospltals
there, everybody ha
lost an arm or a leg or some-
thing. If he hedn't. well, he was
going beck In ngain after they
him. But now that I'm
how few we
fighting it
but to these people the war was
ake money or

do. And
about

ir lives

ars while to
whole damned

Because he

has given so much
i others so llitlel the vetersn
often bitter, Do not doubt the
rmhtv of that bitterness—and do

men
frustrated'

Mem. of Altrulsm Imposed upon.
Give the ~eteran a falr chence
In a’good soclety, and his bliter-
ness will furn into devotion. Ime
pliclt i the
g oo city for idealis
be t dvnamic of social bet-

the future world we

7e him a chance to get wis-
dam, to learn to distinguish be-
tween good causes and bad, and
then let him have his way with
the world. Give him s chance,
and he will not farget. mor ever
want o forget, thal, as Justlce

chance, neglect him,

fraud his wounded comradés, dis-
criminate agalnst him In indus-
try, give him the run-around. and
he will prove to be a dasgerous
man in the years ahead.

@ur Mad World

By B. H.

oN

Charlotte

The only adequate deseription of
the Pearl Harbor Investigation is
to compare it with the second and
thifd acts of Shakespeare's drama,
King John. Any moment vou would
expect an actor to rush into the
investigating room and shout, ‘Mad

never have fayored:high pmfﬂ:s uz
1 clothes. f
he

veberws. were alive,

< -
‘Why: sh
th« mnocent w’tneasea at a Congressxonal investigation.

Idn’t he look ‘gm!t}—-he happe ns to be

world, mad kings,
tion.”

From across each ocean we are
recelving the evidence of the great-
est horror in the history of man-
kind. This evidence is being pro-

mad cnmposl-

ment. The name OX the mamauﬂ s ommud
in ebeue!thlthmltwa\ﬂdml!do
him harm.

A young scientist working on one of the
projects came under puspicion. He had par-
ticipated In an effort to organize the work-
ers on the project. His draft board received
word from the highest sources in Washing-
ton to put him in 1-A.

‘The scientists appeared to protest.
told the board he was doing work of
utmost importance to the war effort. The
board thereupon took him out of 1-A, But
2 little later an order came from the state
administrator of Selective Service saying
that the individual in question was to bs put
back 1n l-A Bnd drafted at once,

rm he was put through baslc
traimng ﬂve saparaw times. each time in-
cluding maneuvers with live ammunition.
‘When he weas on the point of cracking up
mentally, the director under whom he had
previously worked heard of his plight, pro-
tested and the young sclentist was sent to
the South Pacitic.

THE DICTATOR .
Moreover. he was not just s minor cog in &
the great atomic machine. His work was 50
important that ft was mecessary to replace
him with one of the country's top physicists.

Sometimes security regulations impinged
on high policy and relations with forelgn
powers. Dr. Edward U. Condon, now director
of the Bureau of Standards, but at that time [
connected with Westinghouse, was one of a
small group of American sclentists invited
by the Sovlet Unlen to attend a scientific
congress last June.

Expecting to leave by plane the nextgay,
Condon was wakened in nis New York .Qy:l
at mid-night by & young lieutenant on sae |
security staff of the Manhattan district proj-
ect who “suggested” that he reconsider his
decislon to visit Russia.

Condon  visited securit:
lower Manhattan, where at that tlmg
night at least a half dozen majors andRfip-
tains were on duty.
After several jong du»ar‘ce calls that night
and the foliowin; he was per-
suaded to cancel the l"‘p Groves had in.
formed hi periors in Westinghouse nnd
ction with the bomb profect that
ew 100 much to take the risk.
was under barrassment,
he did not know what excuse to give
sslans for thi
A similar atz 1 &
vine Langmuir of the Gex\eral
. to cancel his trip to Russia
distinguisbed Nobel Prize winner
ed security officers that his knowl-
project was limited. and Lo
journey to Moscow.

He

made the

Samuel Grafton

Is Freedom
Just A Word?

YORK
ce control
“treedom”;

NUMBER of opponents of pi
the word

. and it 1s Ume 10 return 1o
freedom. Several trade as- g
sociations,

; wobble between
Ireedom and organization,
as the philosophers put it
and they feel that durlng

! twar revulsion
against  organization. we
can be led to embrace the
idea of absolute freedom,
aven when 1t is synonymous
with high-prices. and un-
controlled rents. The
thought is that freedom is

always freedom. and always cherishable, even
when it takes the uniovely concrete forms
of evictions or desperate shortages.
That Americans love {reedom, and.
erally dislike organization, s undeniable;

e can see the deep impitlse at work. in

the startling GI demonstrations - in - Mantla;

and at Le Havre. in the. first of -which
places we have presented . the world “with
the odd spectacle of an army with & griey-

e . soldiel

gen=

duced from the actusl,
and state wecords of the Nazis and
the Japs. that they. perpetrated on
this world the most horrible blood
bath of all the ages: but on this
side of the ocehn, the investigat-
ing committee seems to be hunting
for some ‘scrap of. paper which may
indicate we offended these

g
thousands, have actually catled on Lt Gen.
Styer to tell him:that the men want o
and only American ‘soldiers could have dme

is @5 i, with the end of the war,

very
Innger ccmttnt

a

would-be world
If there existed a real sincerity

to uncover the mistakes.  which

led to the Pearl Harbor. tragedy..

the investizators would have to ex-

amine all the isolationists who tried

desperately to

phvslcnﬂv a8 \wll

pulpit _and

shouting, “me Nnm hm: no de=

sign on us,

Ani_tnivestigation  woiild be more
to:the polnt if it demanded  that
the army publish® the: long :list 'of
our _ cltizens: whom: the'Nazis':had
marked:down. as’ “friendly.”: Rather.
than work desperdtely to see if they

can: possibly . find : some’” faultiitn
M the “conscience of
the’ world demands that a uiry: -

.. Raosevelt,

be mdae to’'see how {t
sible for:Western ¢ivill
ing:of

Bsni:.m;z |mpu1se whi

nemergency.
geney l< over; and ‘th
Tacy. never reall; ler
ans An “an’orderls
seem' to




