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ND it come to puss in those days, that

erpn also went up from Gamze
“out of the City of Nazareth, info Judaea,
unto the City of David, which is called

be tfazed mm I’ary his espoused
rrl-ﬂt with child.

, that, while they were
duw m accomplished that
should be delivered.

ind she brought forth her first-born
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in.a manger; because there
was no room for them in the inn.

Of Faith....

think of this edition of THE Nrws
s s as card. Bad news may
ereep into its pages, since our obligation

i

‘The task is not easy. A mewspaper is a
peculiar institution, and we maintain an
oddly intimate relationshlp with many
thousands of persons—employees, adver-
tisers and subscribers. THE Nrws itself is
1o more than the sum total of that rela-
‘tionship; the institution lives by the faith

those who mue it, who advertiss in
IM who read it

‘The readers, of course, are the largest
group. It is toward them that all our
diverse activities are finally aimed, and
m finally judge our suc-

#ﬂ

‘them goes a greeting mixed with gratitude.
‘With our advertisers we maintain a work-

part,
& thousand year-end statements, but it
‘will also be measured {n the years to come.
'To the manufacturers and the distributors

Of Hope....

the midst of our Christmas shopping

the cold breath of Winter touched the
tired old battery in our tired old automo-
bile and threatened to unhorse us. Bat-
terles, we soon learned, are among the last
in our round
of service stations we turned up many re-
minders of Christmas Past, and at least
one warming look into the future.

We were greeted at the first few stops
with the shaken head, the rueful smile, the
shrugged shoulder. “It’s lead, T guess.” the
gentlemen in overalls told us. “Anyway,
whatever it s, T used to get'more batterles
during the war than I'm getting now.
Been trying to find one for my brother-in-
law for the last three weeks”

In the end we had to abandon the direct
approach scross the top of the counter.
‘The falnt groaning under the hood, the

‘beam of the headlights, reminded
us that catastrophe was rushing upon us.
We took advantage of a personal relation-
ship once removed, and called on the
1riend of a friend.

This benefactor came out of his office
25 the boys were taking the battered car-
cass of the old battery out of its green-
encrusted frame. In accordance with the
tradition of the war years we rushed for-
o Ward to tug our forelock and express oure
* genuine gratitude. He lifted us graciously
-from our bent knees and we stood to-

‘wanted it—staring out at the harried shop-

Of Charity . ...

are not in as this is

linsiorial Story . . . .

And there twere in the same couniry
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over thefr flock by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came
upon them. and the plory of the Lord
shone round about them: and they were
sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
Jor, behold, T bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you i3 born this day fn the
City of David a Saviowr, which is Christ
the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in ng
clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the lew host prais-
ing God, and

Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men—St,
Luke, 2; 1-14.

and the retailers, to the purveyors of goods
and services, to all the diverse business in-
stitutions of our town, we say thanks for
past favors, and for the privilege of serv-
ing you through this year.

The third of the three assoclations i3
perhaps the closest of all. Certainly it is
the most constant, and in this we take
deep pride. The men and women who
write and edit the stories, ssll the ads,
set the type,“run the presses, deliver the
papers, and send out the bills, are asso-
ciates, for the most part, of years standing.
They are the heart and soul of the insti-
tutlon; it can never be better than they
are.

Last year In this space we wrote: “No-
where can be found more loyal men and
‘women, responsible to duty and responsive
to opportunity beyond duty. Their and
our observance of this Christmas is blessed
with the return of so many of them from
the service of thelr country, an occasion of
such great gratification as can be ex-
ceeded In gratification only by the return,
in time, of so many of them still in uni-
form.” That time of greater gratification
is now at hand; they are back now, all
of those who served in the armed forces.
And this Christmas is Indeed a time for
special rejolcing, not only because we can
resume the personal relationship inter-
rupted by the war, but because Tae Nrws
itself is so much better for their presence.

To all of these—co-workers, advertisers,
readers—we extend the greetings of the
season, and the assurance that they come
from the heart.

pers rushing past in the thin December
sunshine. 2
“¥ou know,” he sald, “This is all wrong.

You shouldn't be thanking me: I should
be thanking you. You have come to my

" place to spend your money, and I'm going

to make a profit out of your visit. People
like you keep me in business.

“But it's been this way for five years
now. We haven't had enough of anything
we sell—tires, batteries, all the rest of it.
In the beginning I sort of liked it. I've
put up with a lot in the last 35 years, and
I can remember the days when I used to
stand out in front here and try to bring
people inside with anything from charm
to main strength. But it went sour in &
hurry. Oh, we made some money during
the last years. But making money is only
part of any business. With customers stand-
ing In line to beg for what you've got—well,
it's been like shooting fish in & barrel.

“But the stuff’s coming in again now.
We're getting caught up. We've got some
items on. the shelf that have even been
theére long enough to collect dust.” He be-
gan to smile now. “I believe our business
s going to be a whole Iot worse In 1047.
‘Why, before the year's oyer I expect to
be qut working both sides of the street
for customers and worrying nho\l{ my in=
ventory In between times . ,."

The smile was broad now. "And,

you
know, I'm going to liké it. I'm going to
like ft alot:..”

The Fund has grown into an established
institution, and this year it has served to
Teplace some of the individual efforts made
at this season by clubs and church groups.
‘We have. attained considerable efficlency
over the years, and for that we owe thanks
to the Community Counefl and its spectal
Charlotte Christmas Bureau. This is the
agency that actually disburses the funds—

the lists and checking to avold
duplications and to see that no needy
!lnﬂ.y 1s. overlooked.

6219’3 Platform

Thoughts At Christmas

Editors, TiE NEWS
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here
Awmmbdnn-mwmdlunm-fedlng
Of friendly cheer.

‘With friendships old, lnd friends new
And a heart full of love
Bome kind deed do, now Christmas time is here.

FJHE shops are looking thelr prettiest, the people are

Jolly and gay,

The gifts that were fashioned within the home, are
Becurel: it away,

Buch planning—and whispered secrecy—it's worth
All the fun, and more

For it scems each time old Santa comes he 15 kinder
Than the year before,

Tﬁ“ & loving surprise for Mother, not to men-

That gift for Dad,
And a string of pearls for Sister Sue—the finest she
Ever had, ¥

There's & bicycle for Buster, and books and games to

Hyml"lntwmlhlppy home, drop around this
Christmas day.

JF there ts plenty good food on your table and your
Home is cheery and w

Bend yuur bit to lidme the needy—for there's

30 sad and forlorn,

It's a Lruv.h that lives l-hru lh ages—Tis more

Ble: . than recelve.

s m!‘—'.hl ‘s part of & dﬁl]lr, and s dollar
poor one relieve,

I!I'lL‘xm is plenty of food on your table, then thera

to spare,
Make a place for some cherished requaintance who
Far from thelr home this yea: "
With the cake—the e—the candy snd Ziaer, 1 dare mot

Mention m
Keep a Ilaht hurn.lnl bright on Christmas night,
And the key hanging out side the door. i

’Iﬂ’! shops are looking lhel.r ttlest, 5o spend if
You've got it to o e

It doesn't. take much to ﬂmr & soul if but a letter
You send,
And you try Ulnn.l‘l.hlnmzh!l-dﬂul 1s sad feel the

It !n be
's good alding old Santa Claus, with the

Ending of each year.
=—JESSIE RANKIN SEDGWICE.

The Celebration

HRISTMAS was not one of the first festivals cele-
brated in the early Church. One resson was
mzdﬂnly as to tbl lctual date of the birth of the
Baviour. Jowhere the Gospels give the dtlﬁ.
which hld to be ut hy deduction from other

any church historlans belleve that the birth
of kha Chr!lz was first Kmlrll.ly celebrated on Jan.
6, when birth and ptism were honored

Drew Pearson’s ,

.

simultaneously. Dec. 25 seems to hate come Into
usé In most of the early Christian communities to-
ward the end of the Fourth Century. Armenian
Church stuck to Jan. 8.

'l'ha end of the Winter solstice was marked
rites,
hndun Te|

P anclent
peoples celebrated by the kindling of & huge log the
time¢ of the year when the daylight began to
lengthen.

Bir James Q. Frazer in '1‘ha ﬂnldun Bcun'

points out that Augustine e Christian
Brettren o colebrats. Dee, 55 mor &
birth of the sun, aa the heathen did, but because of

80 early Syrisn writer, & Christian:

“It was & custom of the heathen to celebrate on
the same 25th of December the birthday of the sun,
lL wh.lch t.h:y kindled lights in token of festivity.

lemnities and festivities the Christians
I.IM 100l l. ly when the doctors of the
Church percelved that the Chi ad & le

stival, they tool
the true Natlvity should be solemnized on that day
-mt the l‘plph-ny on the 6th of January.

‘word "Chrllmll-l 1s dlﬂm from
'Chﬂlt‘i Mm" German word “Weinacht™
bears testimony to the nm of Jesus during the night.
‘The Prench and Italian words derivé from the Latin
root for “birth.”

‘The church historians agree that some festivities

n Engla: nd . wp\u.lr {igure
the Christmas llnllﬂAYl used to be the Lord of
H!.lnll: (in Scotland he was the Abbot of Unreason).
Christmas festivities were repugnant to the Purit

and the Commonwealth Government in 1644 forbade
the celebration of Christmas. It was termed a
henhm holiday, and the shops were ordered to stay

n the New World the early Purtiacy telt ol
lhrlv and in 1650 the General Court of Massachusetts
Christmas observance a penal offense.. The
dlY 1s stlll observed with some restraint in Bcot-

only n Anglo-Sazon lands are presents widely
given at Christmas are apt to use

for gift-giving. countries cradies are Ir!
Quently set up in the churches on Christmas.

was 3
w popularized in England by the Geérman-bormn

wusbend of Queen Victoria. The use of mistletoe i
pmblbly Celtlc origin.

The rites celebrating Saint Nicholas, the patron
ulm. of children, gradually became amalgamated with

iristmas rites. “Santa Claus seems (o be &

wn’\lpﬂan of the Dutch “Sant Nicolaas. —E‘.iln'lll
Research Reports.

work out bilateral llroemmn
within the framework of the pro-
pa:d organization.

CALLED-
ln Mher words, the United States
be told at Geneva to put up

er I-hl!ll up. Either we make broad
trade tari(f Ebnbullnhl or lhe
British, the Canadi
others will not go along 'llh rur
idea of & world lﬂ.dl OIIIIIB

Above all, the British wi

tching
::ulem\u with thelr fingers cross-
the Geneva meeting,
the Sm-b%a will hold hearings on
proposed ization. Those

ing

\mll!!ﬂ!l? onpued to trade con-

‘cessions by this country.
Representatives of the dalry in-

Samuel Grafton

"The a1y Sistoresé to require
v rpref
off! to the last:
r the 3 m

sy
ooe of the
Governt

than it was ten years ago.

Unexciting Campaign

- NEW YORK.
FTHERE 13 & kind of inescapable
dreariness about the 1948 cam-
Palgn as it now shapes up, If the
present trend continues, it will be
3 yague contest among I&um’m. .
kind of stifled-ya plechase
There 1 notody aow In the
who can n' lﬂ'v'\lnlh.lvrrnrl
thrill,

tcen, ouy. Toosman a Tt T
will resemble nothing so much &%
one of :
villes, In

actors
and stratn lnd Lry it louder md
louder, to make themselves heard

tonvemllm about
3

Of course, after the nominations
are in, it 15 possible to fool ones
self, and to cheer, even to cry, over
candidates one would not have

ands

other

tears being shed by some of the la-

4l prosent 1he nig: Lande was
ominated. early

enau:h to !lkl & kind of ﬂ!)ecnu

view, and It woul o say

that there is any man Well up in

gol?z about whom a passion can be
it

u
STERLING CHARACTERS

o not speak, of course, about
sterling traits of character. which
all of the candidates now in the
running in impressive de-
&ree, but about the mystery of per-
zonalicy. the wbility o Lgnt » fire
in the heart of somene ¢ eise a mile,
ora nllndl'!d miles,

Thete s & dind of our boy John"
feeling about Mr. be
sure, but it is doubtful
Tegister In the cities, and nobody
‘went stumbling blindly out into the
night, overwhelmed and entranced,
after his recent Gridiron Uluh lu.
pesrance In Washin
Dewey has a brisk, hn.he )unlar
executive sort of thing about him-
self, which is attractive; there is no
shoestring necktle on him, you feel
he doesn't have bunions, like some
of the warhorses; this is some=
times canceled out by a certain
Iack of spontaneity, remarkable in
one 50 young.

The professionals of politics do
not dislike this pre-campaign situas
tion; as a matter of fact they are,

lm nou techniclans,
unremarkable
.m:n any man can hope to win on

l‘luﬂ! fond
contests,

polnts, one

than the other candidate, or by liv-
in a more strategic :

being, in A more a

Mr, Parley, for example, in com-
1848 other day,

ku\d of statement on  flat, not w
situation; and Mr, Par-

y flabby,
]eg could 'have got‘more applause
just By putting on a woman's haf
and making a funny face. But hig
analysis, if you can call it that, was
about on & level u:uummd
ing contest.

con
In this situation. any newlsh umi
©of man (say an Elsenhower, &
srn or a Wallace) who got I\nld o(

inning of & nmew lasue,
or six exciiing
probably, blow the

en the
lnd who made five
speeches. could,

ducted on tag ends of worn-out
issues, ean be carried on only with
public consent: 1. e., the public musg
really belleve there fsn't much of
ice or much of a difference, for
this pleasant game among the avail«
ables 1o be piayed at &ll. Once the
public’s trance {s broken, and it be<

a bettar,
more even n fairer e, it wil (ag
wi in 1940) push aside
the availables as if they wers not

there.
WHAT S FEAR

This fs what the professionals
fear, the. thin shout that begins so
far ‘away; and the true drama

of
the 1848 campaign does not lie
among the Dﬂk‘nlly leading candi~
dates, for there is no drama In the
ok of them, bt In the question of
whether a contender will emerge to
challenge the entire crew. We have
& year and  half. Listenl Do
you hear anything?

Merry-Go-Round «
IGTON

ABBIH
Am a careful check of highly rellable authorities, the
‘Washington -Go-Round is able to publish the fol-
lowing Christmas lst. It reveals what the great and near
g ane “hoping to get—or else should get—in their Christe
5.

Herel hnpu:; smu Claus is good to them!

Harry note in nu stocking asks for fewer
strikes, mn prud.ud.lon & four-year subscription to Men's
‘Wear.

Eleanor Roosevelt—A 28-hour day.

retary of the Treasury John Snyder—That s eertain
columnist, Werd Nosraep, spelled backward, would forget
Jhim for six months.

Secretary of Labor Lew Schwellenbach—Oh, to b buck back
in Spokane! After a year at hard labor, the laundry business
looks good to Lew.

Becretary of War Bob Patterson—Whispered to
that he wasn't choosy; there are nine jobs which h‘l'll'-&
hLm—l!l on the supn.m Court of the United States.

publican_Chairman Carroll Reece—A season Dass 10
the uu‘nu-u Hotel barber shop.

New B]Iulzr Joe Martin—Two dozen unbresksble gavels

and 8 good crystal ball.
Jimmy Byrnes—That Stalin would stop stalling, and that
Ppeace may come to stay.

ential Military Aide Harry Vaughan—Bourbon and
Branch Water.

Bureaucrats — Please, Santa! Swipe
the pruning hllh of Representative John Taber, Chairman
of uu House Anmvm Committee.

Becret t Agriculture Anderson—may all farm lobby-
ists go home lnr good.

of Commerce Harriman—May the anti-trust
1aws be repealed.

Bernard Baruch—If Santa would only send me the com-
, bination hﬂrﬂnyhlmlndlnﬂ‘l(oi s brain!

Chester Bowles—A fair Democratic Plﬂa primary in

Chief Justics Pred Vinson—538 delsgates to the next

Democratic convention.
Benator Bob Talt—Bigger and better Gallup polls.
Senator John Bricker—“How can I keep my big mouth
shut!”
The Olrlum brothers—A hu Jury.
Ambassador O. Max aunn-“—'aam knee breeches (foot-
ball legs should not be

Benator Elmer Thomas of Oklahsma—Bigger and better
up- on the cotton market—for ulu wife's trading account, of

senllor Bob LaFollette—Any old thing to keep a good
n‘;’ly!!mln John man—A Iulﬂl slightly o red
herrings to draw across democracy’s
Economist Bob Nlnun—A little nnaﬂmti.
Henry Kaiser—A few more cars off the assembly line at

i -Another Roosevelt

1
©or a resonably accurate
Ed Pauley—Harold Ickes' scalp.
Harold Ickes—Ed Pauley's head onys silver platter,
Benator ‘Vands &)
conferences for at least six mont
Senator Theodore “The Man" Bilbo—Fewer probes and

more dreamhouses.

ummnﬂ!nm— -A cabana {n Havans.

Generoso To find the New York cop who be-
mmnmmxnum-m}mmumzmu

Greek-American dleti
mﬂ—A Havana cigars lnﬂ l good
e o e
of the Interior Csp Krug—A c to ahig

John L. Lewis.
m—“hltmhm.hmmn
Howard—A pair of Adler’s eleval
‘White House Jester George M—Ammmumu
Aoc a thp on the harses at Hisleal,
andsome Clark Clifford—A charge account st the
m‘mm. He already knows & mnu.

Truman Asks Santa For Fewer Strlkes

John Steel Lew Teeige
nation.
Secretary of the Navy Jimmy Forrestal—Any job Jimmy
Byrnes 1sn't using.
Senator Alben Barkley (from all of us)—Years and years
of mm c elr
Cowboy Glen Taylor — A morigage-free home
'neu.h Ih! CIDIWI dome,
e Doorman at the Magflower—a few good tips on
the mcx m-m
r Wherry of Nebraska—One newspaper man who
‘would un him seriousl)
rly Brooks of Illinois—A long life lm- ol
Raobert McCormick of the Chicago Tribune—withou
he would be nothing.
Gt Douglas MacArthur—A full-dress parsde down
Fifth Avenue,
Asslstant Secretary of State Bill Bcnwn—'m hear the
Red Army Chorus sing The Star- led
Bexuwr Jim Mead of New York—His ﬂll Joh b‘tl. ‘soms

ow.
Jahn L. Lewis—A few more lawyers. Beven weren't

m’“l
ttorney General Clark—A chance to send John Rogge

to lurvey China.

Herbert Swope—A pﬁ:hlrl of the Duke of Windsor, so
hell l:-nln: next time.
Former Vice-President Henry Wallace—s. !mn!.\h.r press
and 100,000 more subscribers to The New

Assistant Postmaster General Gael Bulllvm-'ﬂu Mayor-

alty of Chicago.
lllptm GDI-IH Justice Prank Murphy—a wi;
o Supreme Court Justice Bill Douglas—A ml aver his
Senator Joe Ball of Mlnl’lﬁloll—'l'hl friendship of labor ¢
and the U. 8. Chamber ummemhnmumluu!n
Mu"ml Republican le-llnu power and less responsi-
y. §

Democratic Party—Patience and -
All of us—Peace, Prosperity, and Bm il



