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sundry Wages

According. to:ithe  telegfam which
ident Moot of the Charlotle Cen-
4l Labor Union' sent to President Tru-
&n. latndry workers in Charlotte are
triking because they are'paid only 18
%d 20 cents an hour. (The placards
displayed by pickets say 17 cents} At
Atother -place in - his telegram, Mr.
Moore sild that their pay was $8. §8 and
810 for a 52-hour week. A week's work
of 52 hours for $8 would figure out to
about 15 cents an hour.

It seams to us that a better case would
be made for and-by laundry workers
if.they got together on the exact wage
they are striking sgainst and stuck to
the facts. One of the struck laundries
tthe Arrow) has announced that the
Jowest wage it pays is 30 cents an hour.
‘State Department of Labar figures
(through last December: show that at’
that time the lowest wage paid by any
jaundry or dycing and cleaning estab-
. lishment in Mecklenburg Caunty was
23 cents an hour. The average was 3%
cents, but inasmuch as this included
wages for skilled help which ran a0
cents, 80 cents, $1.08 an bour, the bip
majority of workers probably drew sub-
stantially less than 35 cents an hour.
In this connection it Is Interesting to
review the state wage and hour bill
Which was proposed to the last Legisla-
ture, and not acted upon. It would have
established fexcept in agriculture and
domestic service) a minimumr wage of 30
cents an hour with time and a haif (45
centst for all work in excess of 40 hours
a week. The overtime provision. rather
than the minimum wage. would have
had the greatest effect on laundry
wages in Chariotte, but the minimum
wage would have caught other Jaundries
in the state where wages as 10w as 13
and 14 cents an hour are paid.

Sooner Or Later

Of caurse M's some weeks vet hefore
the kids out in the county cut short
their frolicking and return to the more
serious business of {he classroom. It
at this polnt it looks as if some of
them will be without teachers,

Here it is. late In June, and County

Buperintendent  Wilson sl needs 55
teachers. What's more, he's having
trouble getting principals, too — and

that, despite the willingness of county
folks to dig down in thelr pockets and
pay twenty cents more on their tax
rate o boost teacher salari

We would heve thought that Meck-.
lenburg County, offerlng some $125 &
year to iis teachers more than other
countles, would have turned ‘em away.
But }f Mr. Wilson, with hls $125 extra
pay, is having trouble, what's going to
happen in those counties which still
pay the low State salaries without any
supplement?

The schools have been fortunate to

hold their teachers ihis:long in the
face of labor shortages in higher-
paying private Industry. The coming

year will be the hardest. If they crn
get by the 1945-46 term, it should be
relatively easier to obtain teachers.

But out of its personnel difficultics
in these war years, the State should
have Jearned a) thht education of any
quality comes higher and higher and
(b) that competcnt teachers can no
Tonger be expected to teach for the
love of it

Mister Knudsen

Bill Knudsen is by nature 3 {ellow
who gets things done without™ talking
sbout it. That's the way he rose f{rom
Danish immigrant to president of the
General Motors Corporation, And he

didn't change one whit when Pres-
ident Roosevelt, breaking all tradition,
gave him a commission as leutenant
general and put him in charge of
straightening out kinks in U. 5. war
production. .

For five long vears Knudsen labored
at the job he knows and loves best. The
public Jost sight of him, but plant man-
arezs knew him well. Notsa man to leave
his job to subardinates. he visited plants
in all parts of the nation, walked down
the production lincs quietly making sug-

gestions to laborers and managers. Some
of the changes he suggested were little
ones. some were big ones. Thelr total
effect was to boost materially the na-
tien’s War production, particularly in
the critical airplane and tank divisions.

By June 1 of this year his job was
pretty weli done. The automobile indus-
try was beginning to stir, and big Gen-
eral Motors needed the magle touch of
its soft-volced production expert. Lt.-
Gen. Knudsen stepped out of harness,
became plain Mister Knudsen as Un-
dersecretary -for- War Patterson called
him “one of the foremost leaders of the
war in this nation.”

This week his home state of Michigan
quietly observed Knudsen Dgy, a fitting
~well done” for her adapled son. -

Same Old Posse

The sucerssor to the Dies Committee
promises to be no improvement. over the
old model, whose investigations inta
un-Americanism were distnpuished by
that very quality. The firsl task of the
permancnt commilter opened (his week,
a itle joh on the New York regional
office of OPA.

And the first phase of that lask will
be to clear up broadeasts “with a Com-
munist flavor.” ta probe a campaign to
~“slur the Bible and make every Irishr
man a villaln.” It sounds as i the Com-
mittee has rolled all complaints into
one, and that it expects tc snifl out
a erew of rascals who dont have the
proper respect for Harry Truman, the
Book nf Genests and Irish politictans

From this start it appears that the
Committee will not raise the level of its
investigations, that it will shy at the
same old rumaors and charze at any idea
to the Jeft of dead center. Tz conception
of un-Amerieanism, under New Jer
Representative Hart, is nnchanged
is just as if the apprehensve Mariin
Dies were sl yevalving in Washington,
leading his slenths fn all direettons at
oner.

I the New York ofttee ol OPA needs
Investigation. then o does Bt the old
prttern of witeh-hnnting, of sparying
with elusbye shado Wt help mueh,
1 the, Houst valhies s digntty and afms
to spend Hs money wisels perhaps there
15 yet Ume for seform,

Frustration

When the ity Councht meets n spe-
clal on o June 27 to consider
changes I the system of handling traf-
fic  proposed  after  detailed study
by Chiel of Poliee Waller Anderson,
Gapt. Lloyd W. Henkel, head of the
Traffie Divislon of the Police Depart-
ment, and Chicl Safely Inspector P. A,
skinner—

We do hope that one of the recom-
mendations will be (o chanee the tim-
Ing of the traffie lights In the city so
that you don't have to stop al every
danged one of them.

About Parks

The test af any playground is the use
to which it is put. And opening week ab
Charlotte’s play cenlers reminds us thab
& more m;lcqu:\lc syslem ol parks and
recreation’ should not be overlaoked in
the hubbub aver more glamorous under-
takings.

Averages arc sometimes misleading,
but In this case they Serve a purpose.
In the first weck of operation, the 26
play centers drew a total attendance ot
14,549 persons. That's a weekly average
of 559 for each center, and a daily aver-,
age of 83. Furthermore, there is a divect
ratio between cquipment and use. The
bipgest crowds have flocked to Inde-
penderice, Cordelia, Piedmonl Courl and
Glenwood for  whiles, and  Fairview
Homes and Pearl Street for Negroes,

1t all supgests that the Planning Com-
mission keep in mind (hal ¢1v play cen-
tors fn areas not now served would bring
in an entirely new set of cuslomers, (21
where there is something to do there 13
no Lrouble getiing a erowd.

Some 45 versions of how dealh came
(o Adolf Hitler are now available, no
twa agreeing in any particular exeepl
the bappy  ending.

Statesmen At Worl

(Serious. facetwous and comic cxcerpts from the Congresstonal Reeord).
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PLENTY of publiclty was ghven the fect s trlg STplus WAL Bron
sians had barred. the Allles:from -entering  the ¢ty Ut etary; of State: "
ol Vienna, but it was kepl- very P west , opinion; which' the' State: Department : sometimes

Anglo-Amefican-Frénch misslon finally
did enter Vienna on June 3.

Under the Yaita agreement, the
United States and Britain were sup-
posed to send military missions into
Vienne, but during the height of the
Polish trouble, when US-USSR rela-
tions were strained, the Russlans had
taken ¢ Viennese alrports and
wouldn't Jet us land.

When the Western Allies {inally Ar-
rived In Vienna on June 3. things didn’t
. There were some un-
pleasant differences with the Soviet
commander as to whether they could
¥ He contended
that the Yalta agreement permitted the Western Allles
necess only to the clty of Vienna, which includes one
afrport.:

The Western Allies, on the other hand, contended
that Yalta permitted them access to “Vienna Grau* or
Greater Vienna, including the region around the city
proper and all alrports. ‘

¢ cnd. the Russiand ylelded, permitting the

Dave Selznick: Is:discussingiwith Hollywood.

gnorks.
moguls the ldea of making ‘Sumner . Welles: their spokess
man for ‘movies abroad.. Some-of ihe:
are considering the samé idea.
&s the champion. of movies and books,; Welles :would:be
the first freedom spokesman of - the -American:: peopls’
abroad.

ook publishers
Their theory s hiati

President Truman's Pledges
-President Truman spparently Is adopting the unigue
. Thé -other

policy of nol forgetting_ campaign pledges.
day he stuck his neck Gut regarding the Fair Employ-
ment Practices Act (despite its unpopulstity in’ the
South) by urging the rules committee o report the bill
out and let Congress vote on 1t.

Following this. he had an fnteresting conversation
with Generoso Pope, Itallan-American publisher in New
York. Pope had come to ask that Amerlcan policy in
Italy give more encouragement to democratic ideas, and
not Tet the Italian people be subject to the British policy
of restoring the monarchy or the Russian policy of com=
munism. Pope pointed out that one of the best ways of
preventing these political extremes wns to help the

Western Allies o inspect everything, The French-Brit-
fsh-Amerlcan military found~that the Russins were
acting rcasonably in Austrin, and it has now been agreed
that the Anglo-Amerlean occupation will extend to dhe -
west bank of the Danube, while the Russian accupation
will control the cast banl

The Wostern Allics representatives Ieft  Nieona
June 15 to report to SHAEF. It looks as if another
hurdle In relations with Russia had been ironed out. A
bad situation Is stiil boiling th. Bulgaria, however,

Baseball and United Nations
© In San Francisco, n delegation of Philadeiphians
called an Ausiralia’s External Affairs Minister Herbert
Fvall lo sk that The Gity of Brotherly Love founded:
by Willinm Pesn become the sent of the Uniled Nations -
In the Silure.

Ds. Evolt Misleued_eavefully, ‘Then he veplied:

T et vote for Philadeiphia untl the Philiies get
out of (he collar. Tm afasd It wouid give (he United
Nations a defentist attituda if both Philadelphia brseball
leams were at the boltam of their leanies.”

Capital Chaff

Henry Kaiser. the blg boat-builder, I getting fo-
gether with Coloruda Iron and Fuel to take over the
Government-onned steel plant /t Geneva, Utah. U, &
Steel and Wall Strcet have discouraged (he projeet. con-
tending steel can't be mate eeonomically on the West
Coast.  However, Kasser fs determined to uy, believes
the West £ potentidily one af the great markets of the
world and ran supply New Hiamp-
shire’s  one-time  isolationtst T obey  has got
seligion.  He §s 5o anxlous (o wvold snother war (hat
e hos become oe of the moxt Ardent advocales of
international co-operation.  Tobey  even  blasted tn-
leretly) Bis old friend and colleague, ex-Senator Danas
cr 0l Connrectieut, wha, while an execut of the Re-
publican Committe, used his positlon ax ex-Senator
n on the nate floor and Inbby inst the Reeip-
oeal Prade Agrerments Act sireng  move 3%
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Knows better (han anyone
flee the practical difficulties fn the way of co-operating
with the’ Russtans, beenuse 1t 15 his problem to muke
the Allied Cantrol Councll work. Yot he spoke warnie
At with seemding frankness of the friendliness of al the
Russtans he had encountered -
The destre for peace by the soldiers coneerned 15
shared by v single United Nations soldier In the
world o

Wi

supreme Commander
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cthal s sweeping statement, ft s

Thewe wha prattie abont (he need (o eurh RRus
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the armehaty

e
o

wha did the TRRGNE I this war.
Cthe fpihting in snether war, Thee are
steateplsts who have sat 1t out in comfort,

ol ek,

Ttalian people out i thelr desperate plight, and to let
them have some of the food and supplies originally im-
ported for the U. S. and Allied armies, but now surplus.
Alter lstening carcfully, President Truman told
Pope: : .

“1 made & speech about that In.th
Il do my best (0 carry those ideas ouf

last campaigs,

Ambassador Dovies’' Airplane

When Ambassador Jor Davies went -to London for
specin) falks with Prime Minister Churehill, ]U“In\xhd
Wimisell ready to fly home tn n virtually empty ‘planr.
There were only five i his owh party, but his plane
conld carry about twents.

So Davies imvited the Army to send ‘some couvaless
cont wonnded men back with him. The Avmy demurred,
explaining that 1t would have to send itz own doctor
and couldn’t spare & dector oxeept onone of its own
Vospital planes, Davies then invited the Army to usp
his norsonal physician whe was with him, but this was
not according to regulations,

Ti the end. Davies recruited his awn pAssengers, &
couple of privates, n Red Cross wnrker, (wo Rencrals.
and nnyene else who wanted to 1y the Atiantic hame.

Diplomatic Chaff

UNRRA will hold a special mecting i Londen. Aug
2 to solve the food crisis i Furope When Herbert
Hoover eonfersed with Troman about Eurapean relief, he

yecommended that UNRRA be disbanded and the fo
{ng job be turmed over to the Army i tato. . . . Hoover
did hate any form af nternational co-operation
LNAIVS AN apparentiy s the UNRRA miecting
e belteyes in mternatio co-nperatian, .
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New Isolationism

By Samuel Grafton

NEW YORK.
FPHERE i< a complete, tew:iso-
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