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The American quandary
growing as the war grinds
climax 1n Washington, where sighie
clearest and préssure greatest
see this curlous nuracle wrought
_ could have, had you been fooking
Wednesday.

In the House, afler davs filled with
wrangling. the guardikns of (hr people
voted to draft nurses beiween the ages
of 20 and 44 A compelling acton. this
Indicative of the stern determination
of the country to push on to victory, at
whatever sacrifice Wumen, and a spe-
cinl class of women at that, were bemng
drafted for the first time War was get-
ting down to Sherman's basic fenet

And In the Senate. a few stafely rods
away. the guardians of the people (urn-
ed thumbs down on fwo bills designed
to compel men between the ages of 18
and 45 to work in essential jobs or be
drafted

The hands. you see. are quicker than
the eve. And you can't teally make out,
from this double performance. exactly
what the country wants, and what it is
struggling for. Confronted with a great
shortage of nurses In the armed forces,
it moves to vank thousands of ihem
away from jobs which are surely preity
essentlal—despite the fact that work-
ing nurses have volunteered at a rate
to put other groups to shame. But. con-
fronted with' the need of more men In
the armed services, and the waste of
preclous manpower outside the services
and essential indusiry, it turns its face.

What Is this? Draft the nurses and
pass the non-essential workmen. Who
speaks for the nation? The House grabs
the women, the Senate passes the men.
Are women, and nurses, people?

What about an Office For The Co-

df Inter-Ci Af-
1airs, before it's too late?

Passing On

The poll tax, like the six-Inch sode
biscuit of yore; is about to join its fa-
.-thers, and another moss-grown South-
eri tradition may soon be no more.
When the season opened, there were
elght. poll-tax statés in Dixle, where you
-hed to pay your money before you made |
“your cholce at the polls. Today there ,
are seven—and .in two more states the
dﬂ hud tax i3 going down for, the last ;
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Oeonu, proddqi b Governor  Ellis
Arnall.end“a milltant league of im-
‘passioried clvﬂ‘nxhﬁlts, flung it off lest

iretehing.,

VR MARCH 90 1045
foieft dnous ns In mosl Southerners.
Hocus-Pocus e fignt tor 100
as s Wi awareness that pref-

may be leetlg over our shoulder,

Weorise aRaln the question of why Lhe
Frderal Government, with Ils depress
ik burden of debt, showld be expected
i rome to the fnancial ald of North
Carohing whose Stale Treasury Is run-
ning over with dough? That's a simple
auestion, and we'd appreclate a simple
amwer to 1

North Carollna recently blueprinted
for itself a statewide program of hos-
pital and medienl care. Tts Legislature,
practically sitling on stuffed money-
bags, considered needs and means and
dectded to undertake such lmited por-
tions of the program as It thought could
be put Into effect now within the re-
stnictlons of a balanced budget. Yet a
nattve North Carollan, Frank Graham,
president of the University and one
who knows belter than the next one
whal 1t 15 for a people la have wants
without the means to gratify Lhem, was
soon sugresting in an address to the
Southern Conference for Human Wel-
fare that the Federal Government
should grant financial assistance to
Bouthern states for hospitals and health
centers, along with schools.

Well, maybe so. But we still wonder
why the Federal Government. with its
depressing burden of debt, can afford
or should be expected to do for North
Carolina what North Carolina, its debt
Rlmost obllterated. declines to do for
itself. We wonder also !f Federal aid
wouldn't cause North Carolina to lock
up Its purse and say, Let Sam do it.

Later on, perhaps, the dogs of Illinols
that eat up plastlc auto-license plates
can be tralned by the flnance com-
panles to put on the blte,

B@b-?aiﬂeé

Governor Broughton’s far-reaching
plan for improving hospital and med-
lcal care in Nopth, Carolina came out
of commlttee a sHorn lamb, buz that it
came Bt #} all meant- the’ Winning of
.2 pliched battle. Only Governor Cher-
ry’s forfhright support of it brought it
through the first test.

Aslt stands, the program has heen
whittled down to a hospital and medical
care commlssion (which will require
* $100,000 of the $150,000 mppropriation);
& contingent appropriation of a million

.. dotlars-for the blennium, to provide $1

per day for Indigent hosplital patients;
authorization of a four-year' medical
hool-at-th ) .
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By Drew Pearson

WASHINGTON

(PA. mever famous for 1ts tact, recently hit & new Jow
when officials threw three Congressmen out of &
mecting of the Strawberry Qrowers Industry Advisory
the meetings,

Committee,
bealdes the growers. were Representa. m
tives Jimmy MorTison of the Louisiana
atrawberry district, Harold Earthman,
Democrat, and John Jennings Jr., Re-
Publican, both of Tennessee.

The three Congressmen had been
asked by the sirawberry growers to
attend their mectlng with OPA. The §
strawberry peaple have been having £
OPA  difflculties—the Florida  and
Louisiana growers feeling that
celtlng prices tmposed last year are not
high enough ta cover crop Joss through
poor weather, while growers In other
states now ready for planting don't know what thelr
celling will be.

Some are convinced that OPA price heads Geoffrey
Baker. formerly of General Foods, and Johnr Gismond,
formerly of the Atlantle & Pacific Tea Co. are out to
nrotect the profits of Lhe processors and handlers of
sirawberries, rather than the growers. They point to
the high retall price for both canned and frozen berrles,
although the celling prico they have been working under
was 32 cents per quart for most of the season.

North Coroline farmers were so Angry about mc
celling Inst year that they let about a thlrd of their
€rop rot in the flelds. Most growers are willing to Jet
the 32.cent price stand, but they have no assurance 1t
will, and OPA has (ndicated that this price may be cut.

Last week’s meeting had been underway for about
fifteen minutes when Prankling Gindick of the OPA
food price divsion, who Was serving as chairman, sud-
denly announced. “we have got lo stop this meeting a
minute while we ask the Congressmen to leave

When the Congressmen showed mno disposition fo
leave, “Strawberry Champton” Gindick asked them to
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't ‘Asgembly - will' hold a
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_propriation to go with it. The only money

with & 400-bed’ hospltal—but no ap-.

requeated aside from that for commis-
slon expenzes weg $50,000 for & atudent
;loan fund, . .

/On every count; the voting wu close,
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SEN)\TQ& VANDENBERG 15 & kind of Republican
cout; seht: forward to Investigatesthic brave new
e 15:n8ort of GOP K Carson, camplng nmang
Later he wil
returnand otsll - the - less - adventurous
TeMBETa-of . hia party, such as Scnnwr
Tati whother it is ssfo to bring
wife and. kiddies into -this unclmmd
Ty
’n-xe ‘Beniator: has agreed o go to
the Saxi. Francisco conference, as an
Herican delexntm h!!ut ha has nsknd
tal

raf
The delegates of
t San Francisco

algn policies of their countries, Only the Amerlcan dele-
“gation will be allowed to be & kind of debating soclety
~only our delegates will be free to advance private idens
! thelr own, as distinguished trom the officinl {dens of
©_their governments,

«Tho British delegation will speak for Britain; the
Rulslln de)egnuon will ak for Russia; but Vanden-
made-it: clear-that Vandenberg reserves the
sight w npcak for Vandenberg..

This is & strange setup, surely, Every other delega-
tlon in the world will be In there fighting to put over its
ewn country’s stated and declared policy; o obtaln, as
nearly as possible, what its {ov:mmenl wlnls. Our dele-
matlon-slone will
conference an array of pdme cuuuu. wllh thelr own
prely private and personal forelgn policles.

Great Britain Wil have to negotiate with the Senator
from Mlchigan, and Ecuador will have to make its peace
with the fommer governor of Minnesota,

Questions In

By Samuel Grofton

SEERE D N W NG GEA e

step inty the L, wh
hibits thelr atundmm 8% industry advisory committes
meel unxu,

l.oummu Hmmy Morrison replied, “T'm &
lawyer ndn Oongressman, but I've nover heard of that
law, Wil you show it to me?”

Gindick eald he wab referring fo n ruling by the
Attorney Genersl, but Morrizon Insisted tpon
rulln[ ur hearing [t from the Attorney Gen:hl or one ol

Finally Glndick gave up and calied Mrs,
Bhet anert, head of the OPA Office of Industry Ad-
Tistory Comeniiiee. afier the Congressmen Fefused to s
to Mra. Glibert's office.

“You gentlemen will have to leave,” Mrs, Gilbert
told them. “The Attorney Genersl does not want Con-
gressmen at industry advisory meetings.”

Again Morrison insisted upon proof that the Attorney
General had made such a ruling: to which Mrs. Gilbert
replied, “you are taking advantage of a lady, Mr. Mor-
rison.

Morrison, howeyer, stood I ground unuil Mrs,
Gilbert, explained, “this 1s made. I control
policy for these mccv.lng:‘ nnd Mll not let Senators and
Congressmen attend.”

“By what suthorlty?” asked the Congressman from
Loulsiana. “The OPA appropristlon bill 15 due to come
before the House within a few weeka,” Mra, Gilbert re-
plled. “The nuthorlty you Cangressmen gave me—beliovs
me, T use it."

John Jennings, Tennessce Republican, finally gave
up in disgust; but Morrison and Earthman returned to
the conference. They were followed by Mrs. Gilbert,
who announced that sa long as the Congressmen insisted
upon staying. there would be no officlal actlon at the
meeting, cven though the growers had {raveled hundreds
of mlles at their own capense.  Finally the twe Con-
gressmen left.

When the strawberry grosers met Tnst sea ad O
Morrison and Senator Tom Stesart of Trineswee weie
on hand—and were permitted to sty fhroughonr e
meeting.
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The Balkans

noand yet

By Marquis Childs

BELGRADE

N this Balken capital, which is two and a hal! hours

by air from Italy across the Adriatic, you feel,

even ln the course of a brief stay, the strong currents
that sre running in part of the world,

In the principal square of Belmd:‘ are three huge
‘, Stalln and Churchill, Roasevelt is
nignly. Churchill looks grim. smlm has the
Impextuxbnhlc look of Stalin. These posters symbolize
the change.that-has-octurred here In recent weeks.

. pedple in Yugosiavia, particularly people of
property, have. clung (o the belief that the Americans
and British would come into the Balkans with n sub-
stantial force and help restore the order that existed
before the war, At least, they hoped that the presence
of a strong British-American force would have the
effect of restoring the pre-war status, Now that hope
has lll but vanished.

Many

i becoming increasingly clcu that the man v~1lh
rul power 1n Yugoslavia is Midrshal Tito, who has
srmy of Partisans who are ilberating Lhe

even_have_had & susplcion
Y.hli thc British_and.Americans-intended to intervene,
Tt may be-one reason why he has put so much em-

\

PhAsis on Russian assistanie by the wa -
You see s everswhere of the g o
Russiins have pised n @rBIng st e e

whose savagery seems 1o (R A
here than i Western Europe Tn one of e
squares in Helgrade. s u latge mable o
the heroes of the Red Army who dted o
tlon of the tiy IU sas pub np » few dass
liberation. Other markers throughont  Beig:
tribute to the sacrifices of Soviet soldiers

The recent xnnl\rranrv of the founding af the T
was an occasion for pralonged afficlal velrhia
Uloms, 1t catnelded mith the It nf Fleld Marahal st
ander. tap-ranking Allied officer In the Mediiersancan
theater, and there were many pardes at which trpes
sentatives of the Bix Three drank Innumerable fonuis
The influential newspaper Folitiks, which had 2 g
reputation for independent Iberalism befare the wa
haited Alexander's visit as symbalizing stronzes
operation between the three powers

Undoubtedly, the visit strengthened T e
He Is suxions, particularly with tesprct to apislo
#ide the country, to have $L understond Iha' et
an independent course and i3 In no senae sifes e
domlnation of YUgoSIAvIN & powerful negibo.

weee

ere he tald them “the Taw” pm-‘

t

QONIN B mes oERVICE et 1w Agn w8 AT orT

a bt f than that

S

stuff —T'm
the tmttle

have

eral

CEd ratter
ket

war
with

T Patoon P ohere

iy

e 65 per cont of:

and K2 per
that o ammil
® freight tates and that
Cenditens are the na

wpers e
2 average

e Tasts

sae Chings thery”
annat |
Aetenstve




