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_Naval Guns
“Shell Isle
350 Miles
From-Japan

Ships Blasted In
At Okino Daito

By ELMONT WAITE

U. 8. PACIFIC FLE
HEADQUARTERS, Guam —
(AP) — Americancarrier
planes swept across the Ryu-
kyu Islands virtually unop-
posed Thursday, destroying
or damaging 55 Japanese
ships and 91 plancs, Admiral
Chester W. Nimitz announced
today.

That night a task force from
Adm, Raymond A, Spruance’s
Fifth Fleet followed up the day-
light rald with a nlght-long bom-
bardment of Okinp Dalto, 216 miles
east of the mafn Ryukyu chain
which guards the approaches to
southern  Japan and the China

Bombardlng warships were only

50 miles south of Japan. the
closeat announced pproach 1o the
enemy malnland in n naval gun
attack on shore objecives. .

Nimitz sald 13 enemy veseel
were sunk, 13 probably m\x and
29 damaged.

Forty-one Japanese planes were
dl"inlbch destroyed and 50 others
eithet demolished or dosusged on
the ground.

CHABE JAPS
Only four of the total were shot
a4 - th t a

ican
pilots had to chase Japanese plancs
to bring them down, Not a single
interceptor ventured to oppase the
American  pilots,  which  Tokyo
broadeasts previously sald swarmed
over the fslands 600 strong.

he attack cost the ralders et
almmen and 13 plangs.

Alrflelds,  barracks, ware-
houses, radio, radar, milla and
lumber yards were destrayed bn
the mweep over six Islands in
the center of the chaln.

‘The attack centered around Oki-
nawa, frequently hit by Vice Adm.
A, Mitscher's fast carrier forces
and now almost a dally target of
Gen. Douglas MacArthurs land-
based bombers from  the Philip-
pines,

Western Front

Allicd troops on the Western
Front formed a solid front weat of
the Rhine todny, Advance unita
of the American Ninth ang the
Canndinn First Armies_joined near
Grldern to slam the fate, on the
Germans caught between the two
Although the Nazin have
Wi fast peross the
Rhine, It s possible that thmsands
of German troops have besn cut
off completely,

n)a Amerlean Kinth Army holds
a mile streteh af  the  we
\nn af the Rhinesoppostie Du
seldorf,  That big German oty
15 belng shelled by I\mcrlr:\n Fus:
A dispatch from Pri
Correapondent Wes \ll:\z.:hrr re-
15 that the " Germans up
brigre across the Rbine In
the Datcaseldar! area lant ntant and
early  today.  Other American
Ninth Army unkts are within chitt
miles of  Dulsbutg, B river
port fp Europe.

The American First Army, t6o;
hos  edvanced.  Amerean
Army units now stant
miles from Cologne.

Air Wartare

Thiz 15 the nls
roung-the-clock
sgalnsl Germany, The Nauls ha

Epotted a parade of bombera 200
anlles lopg.  Two formations have

four

teenth day of

been heading  for

folowin ok 3

ing of Berlin, It

consceuttve night {hat. Dertin has
been

[that baltles costly to- both  sides

T

WONEYBUNCH' FERFORMS FOR §IS "CHOW — In_ the
German town of Ferschweller, Pic, Frank Mraz of Johnstown,
member of 8 Third Army tank destreyer unlt makes his pet pup
“Honeyboneh™ “sit up and beg® far food. .The pup was sdopted
23.n unit. maseot. . {Internatlonal News Fhotes),

Pacific Search On
Lt. Gen. Harmon
Missing On Flight

By REMBERT JAJMES
ARMY HEADQUARTERS, PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS,

Honolulu—(APY—Lt. Gen. Millard F. Harmon, command- b
g1

r Farces operating in the Pacific, is m
\\l(h nine other officers and men in a transocean flight,

tounched In the Pacific

Russion Front Gen. Rivhard €. Rjchardson  Jr.,

Marshal Stalin hos lwued o spo- |
clal order of the day to announce!lost.
victorics  for the Second  White
Russhan Army in German Pomera-
nia. Marshal Rok fen
have eaptured the towns of Rom-

HAD AMPL
When last b

FUEL

ov

nahs), fn thele thrust townrd the [weather over calm seas,
Baltie to cur off Danzig and the Thera  was . no  Indleation
Pellsh Corridor, whether the plane—presumnbly
the  four -englned  Llberater
that Earmon normally .

oclaled Press

Sor-

e Gllmore bas de-|  was fylng thromgh a combat

setibed e cristng hopes of the| sonc and mights have been at-o
Fussion peofle for o possibie aii- | tacked by Japanese aleechft or
it offensive on e Western Frome| FhEther SC may bove crashed:

beeande of o ational  diffi-
by the Dritsh and @anadinns on|  cutis,

well as the- Americans,

1% available né
fzaly bad heen  dis
ammoinces] the scarch for
ﬂ(‘P\”
Afr Force pluyed &
sre waring o the cost bank offby (he  Supor{oriross
the soulo RINER This b on the toly,

Rome headquarte

and plane
the great
L |the racific for Amelia
American warships havo fadeland Gapt, Eddie tlckenbac
thelr closest approach fo Japan| 1937 5. ) !
If for the hombardment of

ho Far East

5 Far
an cnemy dand. A task foree harl Cand - e Frede
af  Admlral, Raymond  Spruance'sfer Naonan. 3 N

deet oprrated miles ot “although  afrphnnes  evis-

LJof . dapan Thwsaday  night]STossed the same avea andoa

Lo lanese fleet unft Csearched ne
belimg the taland of Okino| 01T .
Dinite i the fyvu

e o tee bk Anvaanban T

Early today the Army announced
that  the 5i-year-old  generals
plane  was  mysterlously missing
{len n routine flght and  the
renfest alr and naval search ever
under

The brief announcement by Lt,

ommander of Army’ Forces in the
ciffe Ocean area, did ot dis-
when or where the plate was

A from the Gen-
erals big converted homber hnd
smple fuel to complete s flight
melabirg - and - Pollnaw  (PohP-fand was traveling through  goed

General  Richardson  sadd a1l

2l ships amd planes
atched to Join in
Tiammon, who o8
commander of the  20th

Vast areas of the ocean un-
doubtedly nre belng vombed by

,'IW(’) JaPs

Near Doom

In Hot War

Marines Attacking
Last Enemy Line

By LEIF ERICKSON

U. 8. PACIFIC FLEET
HEADQUARTERS, Guam' -
(AP} ~— Only 600 yards of
terrain - stood today. between
the Third U, 8. Marines and
the point at which they may
cut the lasl interconnecting
Japanese pillbox line, along
bood-soaked Iwo Island’s
northern end,

But ft was a rugged streteh, by
anybosdy's  definttion. It sloped
srreqularly downward to s elr
which probably will serve the
last stand of (he Japanc

Hetwoen the Marlne outpost nnd

e ¢MIf uns & aystem ol half-
undarground cncmy dofense worka
hicls, ke Masin
have faced in the last ton davs,
must be tuken the hard wn
the Japanese are begluning
shows signs of desperation,

The rd Diviston 1
under RMaj. Gen. Grave
klne, Hmged forsnrd 00y
Friday to sclse a 382-foot Bl in
the porthern past of the X' nd,
$lthin tifle range of the Cist, and
i fpsition b0 ent the hoomerang-
shapad Nipponse Jine in two, ap-
rroximately At the bend.

JAFS NEAR END

The American ndvance formed
s salient pointing toward the in-
sde of the bend. The cliftf, run-
ning along the northerstern shore
about 500 yards In from the
water llne, 1s one owtside edge
of thé¢ boemerang.

Onee the Japanese back up be-
sond the cliff they will be in the
open, between the Devildogs and
the 509, and they no longer will
have the advantage of connccte
ing_strongpoints.

The 4th Marines, on the right
flank of the 3rd. also inched for-
ward a Jitte nafter having been
stopped for five days by fero-
clous enemy fire. To the left of
the 3rd Divisfon, the 5th Ma-
rines also advanced, but met the
fargest-seale  counter-atiack  the
Japanese have offered In’ several
ays, It had some aspects of a
l)’\llu(\( attack such as the enemy
s staged  elsewhere when  hin
position became. hopeiess, The on
emy alto way believed to be sun-
ning short of watel

Captre. of the  352-foot Lill by
the 3rd Division left the enemy
with only one rematning  similar
height  near the steep cllffs. It
alzo brought the Yanks to within
1,300 yards of the northernmost
tip of the fsland,

The ndvance of the T

Divislon

Hee JAP LE:

on page 11

Meeklembaurg

Casnallies
(Stories Inslde)

KILLED

Troy Earp
Breman 2/¢C Jobn Arbor

Capt. Harry' W, Alesander

PRISONER

Ple. Jack Catawell
T/SEL. Jamen V. Perry

,U. 5. FRONT ON THE RHINE—Americen and Canadion treops
joined forces horth of captured Hrefeld today forming 2 solid
AN trant estending from Xanien on the Lower Rhine Bend to
Bonn, =5 the Germans franti
Germans destroyed bridges
and Duesseldor? on the east bank,
wue 4 miles from Cologne. Yhird Army troaps pushed on from

=\
ever the Rhine between captared Newss
To the south, First Army forces

U.S. So

river.

Americans entered Uerdi

superhighway bridge there.

The Canadian - American junc-
ture apparently trapped sizable|
portlans of two German armles.
RAF pilots _spotted Germans in

headlong,  disorderly flight ecast-
ward toward the Rbine,

The Uerdingen Highway leads on
1o the blg port of Dulsburg, Far-
ther north another U. S. Division
whs within elght miles of ihe
Homberg bridge near Duisburg.
NEARER COLOGNE
south the 8.
of Cologne, “fourth _city . of - the

was' within 12 miles of Bonn.

the lower Rhine bend to Bomn,
retreat aeress the river,

The Ninth Army pu.shed forward
six miles wdsy w 1Lb th
Canadian.

Attack Along Rhine

Germans Mauled
By Divebombers

By HENRY B. JAMESON

LONDON — (AP) — While Allied divebombers were
mailing the Germans along the Rhine, more than 1,800
. 8. Eighth Air Force planes f‘ev»
stern Germany for the third s
more than a dozen rail, oil and mdu:?rm] targets e
to the Nazi war machine,

to central and south-
traight day and battered

alo teok In another mz -foot bl | %

Verona end leaving o mamber
of fires 1a 3 follow-up to yes-

tacked Berlin with blackbusters fo

Lodked Like Suicide

Ry HAL BOYLE
USS,  Qermieny — () - There
the flatlends & thousaud
5 nway 1,060 Germons were
walting — amlno Three. bun-
dred Amerieans were getting ready
to attack  them,

The Germans were picked men—
pisked to provent the Amerlcans
om breaking through to the rail-

and highway  bris whieh

The  vescue  of  Rickenbacker,

Tt nerasa the Rhine 1o e

Hot IFire Of Few
Routs Vel Nazis Ne:

old Yanks

nro, Canadian  Press
Correspondent, sald the Germans
had gisen up the entire western
;mcr facing the Canadisn Army
Tont.

Tho German retreat In face
of swift Allied advances Tost
all semblance of erder,
cnemy troops were mnncnny
attempting to scarry acress the
Rhine by ferrics. small boats
=nd a few bridges I a Mfe
or death fmee o escape, o
froat dispatch sald.

The Canadlans and Americans
Jjeined on a road between Geldern
and Kevelaer,

One Berlin broadeast declared
the Allies had .not_succeeded in
destroying the two German armies
.j—ihe 15th Ammy and First Para-
chute Army—between Xanten and
CologTe.

SAY CROSSING MADE
There were cn!lrcl\ unconfirmed
Teports that som S. units al~
ready had cm&@ed the Rhina:
Bridges In the Duesseldor{ area

were wrecked as the Ninth Army
swept up to the river.

B Army men held a six mie
ch of the Rhine’s west bank
and near Neuss opposite Dues-

where the bridges were de-

CRASH

incliding the Neuss
bt with leans from Allted
es tn 1929, were sent crashe
dewn to hali the Ninth Army
Sex X‘v‘l}ﬂi(‘fi\’ =a page

Ruhr l nder Fire

Eisenhower
Tells Nazis
To %m\, Pu?’

- Gen Efsen-
E krsman warned
civiltans west of the Rhine
o say pul because “tlere
sTiy east” of that river
already 18 under Al-
fire and heavy aerial
sald: the broadcast
he Luxemboury radlo. “ivery
W evacusle oast means
sdiate danger of de
. chidren and the aged
0 fiee cant will sot only
@ered by the Allied bom-
- bul weo from German
Germian armies o
fght

Baitle To New
Stand OnRhine

Allied Front West of River Solid—
Nazis Blow Duesseldorf Bridges
PARIS — (AP) — U. S. troops fought to s new Rhing

stand today at Uerdingen and joined forces-with the Canss
dian First Army, forming & solid Allied front west of thd

Ten miles farther south the Germans blew all ﬂu» .
Rhine bridges in the Duesseldorf area.

Krefeld, and were fighting on the approaches to the fiig
(il o btk e

Farther First | th
Ammy struck, to withtn fous sies

1di

ngen, just norn\mt of f:nm

Reds Cut
Off Nazis’

By JAMES F. KING

LONDON —{#)~ Secom J
o Ry e B soee

communications  betwesn

Relch, dy reaching Foulhelm, ‘sad fiaid toda;

Moscow clothed In &

shoving Germams Im pellmell »{blackout the cxnct extent of <
Savi

Marshal Ew ¥

sky's wedge driven betwoen Rumsi

melsburg oo nd Buhuu southeast  of:
oesH ken the Germeany

Under Siege

CALCUTTA—(#) - The mmy!
b's Burmsa Road Base of Lashla

outer defenses aix sy
vorth of the .cf

less waves so closs they hed:ids
walt thelr turn in the sky, and i3
railbeads earthworks and
houses of explosives wont up
smoke and flames.

Three columns were closing -
the city.

The frontal assault came

the north. Tweive miles enad’
fianklng force broke a tough enemiy:
stand, and the beaten Japaness
tied for the dublous safety of the.
ity

A third column swung in sbs
elght mlles west of the city.
all n dozen Burma villages .
cccupled.
Precislon  bombing  knooked:
the last of slx major bridgen
the narca. making rotreat ok
Lashlo difticult.  The Allled:
nouncement sald bomba “hiy
enda of the bridge, dropping

into the river,

b |
Japs Announce
Naval Transfe

By Asaocmﬁn
COMMARAST,




