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A Century Of Progress |

December 15, 1845, the looms first
into life st the Graniteville
nifscturing Company in South Caro-
-#nd for 2 hundred years now. in-
ted-only by such major upheavals
the Civil War, the factory has been
loing business at the same old stand
swn in the Horse Creck Valley. among
undulant sand hills that lie between
‘Alken and Augusta.
- The history of Grani*eville is the his-
tory of the Piedmont South. It took
‘courage and vision to set up in the tex-
tile business in the dim days when
terests and energies of the South w
voted exclusively to agricuiture-and
e proud gcntlemen wha planted cotton

till more’ couragc to ha g on

all the bitter vears of war a

-~ struction until the great d
the textile indu begarn
wholesale fashion fo the Sauthe
the old mantle of leadership slipped
from the shoulders of the planter and
$ettled upon the factory owner.’

Year by year, the mills altered the
pattern of southern life- Farmers aban-
doned their exhausted land and moved
into the mushrooming villages, seizing
‘upon the meager wages as manna. The
picture was not always a pretty one. for,
there was a studied exploitation of these
newly-converted factory hands. but, de-
spite all 1ts early sins. the cotton mill
stood for many vears as a bright sym-
‘ol of hope.

Measuring

Fect-finding is one of the most un-
popular sports in the nation at this.
teading, and we don't suppose anybody
1§ going to pay much attention to the
latest report of the Department of La-
“beor. which has been in ill repute ever
since the days when Madame Perkins
hung her tri-corn hat in the Secretary’s
office.

But, for what they are worth, the De-
partment has produced a set of figures
designed to show in dollars and cents
how much more it costs a city-dweller
1o live now than it did way back there
before the war. A survey conducted in
102 cities led the Labor experts to the

- ‘eonelusion that you will, if you are the
wage earner in a family of three. go
to debt in 1946 if your weekly salary

ere is, of course, 8 dlﬂerentml still
‘working in the favor of consumers in
the South, but the figures rievertheless
~ should shock any local resident. kn 1944,
. according to the survey, $1.950 was just

small gifts and contributions to charity.
Nothing was left for savings or insur-
ance, and the statisticians figure that
even the average family's purchase of

-a broad, smooth highway in

'It was the Horse Creek Valley. re-
member, that served as the goal of

Erskine Caldwell's degenerate Tobacco’

Road residents; Jeeter Lester’s girls
looked upon the Valley as a promised
land just short of heaven. And, perhaps.
considered relatively. the Valley was and
is all the Lesters thought it was.

The cotton miil owners. clinging uniil
thus day to-the low wage philosophy es-
tablished when Graniteville was young,
have become a favorite target of South-
ern tiberals. It is easy to forget that their
big. ugly factories once brought salvation
0 a desperate people struggling up from
the ashes of military defeat and trapped
by a failing, one-crop agricultural eco-
nemy

Thac wasn't anything altruistic about
those eariy owners: the cotton mills
came South because it was the logical
place for them, but they came at a dark
mement and thev gave the region a
nand-hold at a time when the rest of
the nation was racing away to a new
idustrial future.

Graniteville has, of cou:
iost its overwhelming importance:
cotton mill that was so bound up with
the destiny of the South has become one

. long since

plant among many, and day by day the

roster of diversified indusiries grows. But.
Graniteville, and the mills that fol-
lowed it. were the first milestones on
the long road to Henry Grady's New
South, the perilous path that has become
the cen-
tury that has slipped away since the
first looms came to life in the Horse
Creek Valley.

The Spiral

$168 in War Bonds plunged it into debt.

Now 1944 was the year when family
incomes hit-an all-time high. but even
so more than one-fourth of the city
families surveyed did not earn the re-
quired $1.950. Which means. of course,
that in the time of the nation's great-
est prosperity the living scale of one out
of four city families was sub-standard.

The extent of wartime inflation was
measured in the difference between 1941
and 1944 cost-of-living figures: the fam-
ily that couldnt break even last year
with $1,950 could make out in 1941 with
$1.475. The difference is accounted for
by such price increases as the 29 per
cent rise in retail food costs between
1941 and 1844,

Perhaps the Labor Department's exact
figures are open to question, but no mid-
die-sized wage earner who has been
brooding over his own family bills cam
doubt that they are generally accurate.
The attempt to write off these unpleas-
ant statistics as the meaningless maun-
derings of a group of venal bureaucrats
is whistling in the dark; we're already
caught in an inflationary spiral and the
effort to kick off ail Federal price and
production controls makes about as much
sense as an attempt to put out a fire
with a bucket of gasoline.

Rejected Christmas Gift

de with
2ye on the polls. Certainly political con~
siderations were involved, but there
seems to have been a good deal of
statesmanship also on display.

‘We have long held that $10,000-a year
dsn’t enough pay for a Congressman, and
in these times-few members cam meet
their fixed expenses uniess, like Rep-

. Tesentative Hoffman, they wash their
own shirts and quit eating meat. But, as

- Senator Connally painted out. it would

be 2 shameful sight to see the solons

* “coming in through the kitchen for a
Taise.”

The argument brought in favor of the
expense account increase was logical
enough. Senawr Bridges, arguing that a

comes, remarked: “It will be a sad day

- for the country when the Senate
degenerates into 2 millionaires ciub.”

‘But there was, as Senator Byrd said,

a good deal of subterfuge involved in
the effort to sneak up to the back door
of the Treasury. Party lines split wide
open on the vote, but 47 Senators voted
against the handsome little Christmas
present, and only 24 arose to support
it, aithough the House had previously
voted itself a similar bonus.

The time has come for a general up-
ward revision of Federal salaries, and
it’s not a valid argument to point out
that a good.mauny of the present incum-
bents are not worth the pay they're now
drawing. You can. if care for inversion,
put it this way: the job they are not
doing ir worth an adeqguate salary,

We're rather proud of the fashion
in which the elder statesmen turned
down the opportunity for a dubious
back-stairs hand-out. We only hope they
will display as much vision and courage
when the President's proposed bill for
higher Congressional salaries comes to
a vote. Their constituents. we think, will
sympathize with an open effort to obtain
an honest day’s pay for an honest day's
work.

much 6ut of his bag anyway.
N Newark, the good saint must re-

s of holiday affection, lest he pre-
mem with cold germs along with

Santa Claus

Christmas” can be accepted as the of-
fictal guide to his behavior on his an-

nual tour, there are certain passages
that must be swiftly changed so that
the young will not obtain the wrong im-
pression of thelr impending visitor.

The part in which he hurls himself
down the chimney reaily will not do at
all, we fear. Remember: “He was dressed
all in fur, from his head to his foot. And
his clothes were all tarnished with ashes:
and soot.” Consider the condition of his
beard!

Must- we demand. then. that he aban-
don the chimney approach and enter
decorously through the door? Or is there
perhaps some lingering school of thought
among the voung which would -prefer
bim in the fireplace, boisterous though
slightly soiled. rather than al tie:front
door, suppressed but sanitary?; Here
modern science may come to the rescue
of ‘hoary tradition. Sente Claus might
just ‘manage to continue 'his chimney
tdctics- if "the’ text were rewritten thus
“He was dressed all:in cellophane down
- to his foot, Anid his:clota¥s were “protects

. ed from ashes, and So6t.”;

the .

~of - hostile

ue
_ Get The Rank
In Our Army

WASHINGTON
UST one vear ago this: morn-
ing the American public got the
news—at first heavily censore
by ¥

casualties result-
ed and the tre-
mendous surplus-
©s now piled up

Army  store-

sex through-
out -the U. 8. A\
were largely

.quired by frantic Army orders dur-

ing those mext fateful weck:
 That_ desperate ast-gasp
within & hai eadth of
aid not stop until
Amencan troaps were
the Atlantic, ®n
o eration—end landed
m the thick of battle.
mistakes heppen in war-
is incumbent on the Army
to clean up the source of
mistakes, especiallv before saddl-
g the Natior with new . peacce
time  militarism.  The War De-
partment Is now waging a fierce
campaign  not only ~ to swallow

e Navy, but to adopt peacetime
:oxmnpuun for the first time in
hist Before this is done, the
same l‘mﬂth\ spotlight now foe
ed on Pearl Harbor bungling ougm
to delve into other errors gostly
in American lives.

Unfortunately the Army has long
follawed a_policy of covering up
military  mistakes. arently  to
preserves the \'npulatinns of high-
ranking generals. Not only the
mistakes of World War 1. but even
some blunders of the Civil War
stilt 4re under lock and'key. Fur-
thermore, the Army seems to fol-
low an inexplicable policy of pro
moting many of those who er
while those who were right either
RET DO Dramouon‘ or are eased
cut of the Arm

ARMY FAVORITISM

In the Battle of the Bulge. for
Justance, the ene man who con-
sisten end emphaticrlly warned
s superiors that the Germans
were going to attack was Col. B,
Abbott Dickson, Chief of Intelli-
gence for the Second Army. Based
on interviews with German prison-
ers, he wrele a report on Decem-
her 10, 1944, six days before lhe
attack., warning that it was com-
ing. *His report. labetled "No. 37."
is in the files of the War Departe
ment,

But on ' December 12 Colonel
Dickson's superior intelligence of-
ficer in the 12th army group wrote
a report saying thal no such et-
tack was possible. The man yes
wnnsmle for this report was Gen.
1: ibert.

cedl
‘0 000 l'c<l\
e
ot

fime. it

wanum 108th division had
lnd wnmmg if SHAEF had sent
reinforcements opposite the Gel-
man lines. the §0.000 U.
ualties might have been & autfer-
ent v

DiCKSON 1§ OUT

Today, Colonel Dickson. ihe man
who was right. is out of the Army.
He rétired because he wasn't gett-
ing anywhere. He didn't know the
right people. And General Sibert,
the man who was wrong, has been
promoted to be top-ranking intelli-
gence officer for lhe entire U. §.
Army in Germany,

Again Col. Otis K. Sadtler and
Col. R. §. Bratton, the two col-
onels who urged and hegged that
something be done about warning
Pearl Harbor just before the Japs
struck. never got one single. soll-
tary promotion. Other colonels and
lieutenant. coloneis all around them
were promoted 1o be generals. Col,
Bedell Smith, who did nat act on
Sadiler's and Bratton's suggestions
is now to be deputy chief of staff.
But the colonels who were righi
stood still,

The Army owes it not only to
the men who were pushed aside,
but to the public to vectity this
tavoritism before asking Congress
o vole peacetime conscription or
the swallowing up of the Nav

RAMROD TOM CLARK

During the first few months of
popular Tom Clark's regime as
Autorney  General, Capitol  Hiil
back-slappers sized him up as a
pushover. They tigured they could
get anvthing out of him  they
wanted.

They have now ruefully discov-
ered, however, that behind Tom's
geniel smile and easy-going man-
ner are some ram

The Peeple’s Platform

A Great Regiment Is Disappointed

By LT. COL. MELVIN ZAIS~
317TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

Fort Bragg.

On 7 December 1945 in memory
of a day which will long live in
mfamy: a day which plunged our
voung manhood horrible
conflict during which they were
subject to dislocation. misery, fear.
wounds and in all too many in-
stances death: a day which we all
have ample cause to remember, the
517th  Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment paraded in your fair Queen
City. .
The regiment was asked to par-
ticipate in the parade in order to
further the sale of Victors Bonds
in view of the fact that Charlotte
had fallen far short’ of its quota.
The undersigned personally spoke
with & representative of the Ju-
nior Chamber of Commcrce who
was_urgent in the
need of an added sﬂmums for the
sale of war bonds,

This unit accepted - the
as an honor ta further
worthy cause and felt
would be a priviiege for
turned veterans to parade. through
the strects of one of the finest
and largest cities in lhe state of
North Carolina.

THE ENTIRE COMMAND

1 echo the feelings of the en-
tire command when I state that
we were disappointed and quite
bitter on our retwrn from your

~request

Queen City.

T should like to enumerate the
feasons in order that you may cor-
simpression  or  accept
(,nnstluuiw: criticism and pattern
ryour future conduct along. differ~
ent lines,

In opening may I include a brief
history of the Regimenl. which
item was forwarded to the Char-
lotte News and Charlotte Observer
at least two days pror to the
date of the parade. -

This Regiment fought as ground
troops in Italy, jumped into South-

rn France four hows ahead of

beach elements, struck east

the Maritime Alps. fought

through _ the entire, miserable,

bloody Belgian Bulge and was

prepared (0 Jump  across  (he

Rhine  before hosu’liues ceased,

men are form members

17th Ahbonw Division

Wh!ch did jump across the Rhine.

The Regiment was awarded battle

participation stars for five major

campalgns in o period of less

than ‘eleven months.

MANY PREPARATIONS

Preparations for the parade In
Charlotte included errangement for
feeding of 1700 men and officers
at Camp Sutton—practice forma-

tiens for a week pripr to the par-
ade—acquisition of Battle Jackets
for all men. of which item there
is a critical shortage in the United
States—utilization of 100 2 1-2
ton trucks and gasoline therefore.

The men awakened at 4 o'clock
In the morning in order to eat
breakfast and proceed on the cold
120 mile trip to Charlotte in the
back of a truck. Immediately after
the parade they loaded in trucks,
stopped at Camp -Sutton 1o eat
and did not arri t Fort Bragg
until after one o'clock the follow-
ing morning

All this o funl\er the sale of
war honds and justiiably so. Hov.»
ever, the presence of this unlt
Chatlotte did not aid in lhe sale
of war bonds sufficiently ta even
warrant the expenditure of the
gasoline utilized.

LACK OF' ENOWLEDGE

This is directly attributable to
the lack of knowledge on the part
of.the. citizenry ol Charlotte as to
the purpose and objective of the
parade. The people only know
what they read in the papers or
sce in posters ‘or hear over the
radio,

On 3 December 1945 the Junior
Chamber of Commerce received
information of publicity value in
relation ta the parading elements,
On Wednesday afterngon an of-
ficer from this organization visited
the offices of the Charlotte Obser-
ver and notified the paper of the
impending parade and offered a
brief history of the Regiment

THe Charlotte Radio  Station
requested an officer and enlisted
man from this Regiment who had
been with the unit throughout
combat to talk on the Radio on
Thursday night.

IMMEDIATE RESULTS

Immedlate results of this effort
to prepare Charlotle for the par-
de and to increase the sale of
bonds were as follow:
one paragraph hlurb m the
Observer about the impending par-
ade in the Friday morning city
edition ouly.

one paragraph blurb in the
Charlotte News about the Grand
\iarshum selected for the parade.

A long distance call at 10 o'clock
Thursday morning stating that the
Officer & Enlisted man who were
to speak on the Radio could
not be accomodated at a residence
previously planned because of ili~
ness in the family and that other
accomodations at a2 hotel or home
could not be procufed. Therefore
the representatives could come o
Charlotte only if they were willing

war

to hazard finding a place to sleep’

that night. An insult to the grac-
ious standards of the South.

LONG RANGE RESULTS

Long range results of thisapathy
on the part of the committee and
the newspapers and racio resulted
in the following:

There was a very small audience
at the parad

The group was composed mostly
of high school students and peo-
ple who happened to be shopping
dowif town at the :cheduled hour
of the parade.

The people were not cognizant
of the record of the unit in com-
bat; therefore the marching sold-
ie?s were in numerons instances
the recipients of catcalls including
"My Heroes® and “Ti take tne
Navy"

There were liule if any  war
honds sold as a direct result of
the parading {roops.

egardiess of any publicity that
this unit might have received for
the benetit of the men participat-
ing and regardless of the lack of
attention_paid the unit commandsr
on his arrival in Charloite big
issue is the fact thai this unit
went to Charlotte to aid in the
sale of war bonds and if wav
bonds were sold. and I'm sure thev
were, les could not be ni-
tribited to the presence of this
unit in Charlotte,

This letter Is personal in nature
and cantot and should not be con-
strued_as an offici®d communica~
tion. T am expréssing the views
s a citizen and & Reserve Officer
aboul 1o be separated from the

Some part
Z: criticism |5 based on mis-
understanding: an early edition of
Tar News s circulated at Fort
Bragg. and, because it is designed
largely for our more distant sub-
scribers, local stories are normally
played down. We believe we gave
the parade adequate publicity in
the home edition for days before-
hend: the day before the parade,
for Instance. the leading local
stary, carried .under. a double-rib-
bon onsthe front page of the sece
ond sectlon, was devoted to the
parade. Thé magnificlent history
of the 517th Parachute Infantry
was recounted several times. We
are at loss to esxplain the Inade-
quate reception given the - regi-
ment, and we are ashamed of it.
If our aplogies are worth anything
to Colonel Zais and his fine com-
mand, we offer them humbly and
without reservation. — Eds. THE
News.t

Quote, Unquote

F our democracy is to reveal an
efficiency greater ‘than that of
Communism and become attractive
to the other -nations or the world,

of Colonel

mrod
not_eas nv swayed by
sympatl

For mstance. Clark bearded the
lion in its den the other day by
appearing before the Jacksonville,
Fla.. convenlion of stale attorneys
sueneral and flatly opposing their

eds  on .subme:g.ed ol lands.

s subject is dynamite in many

ates. including Clark’s  home
state of Texas, Forty-five state
attorneys general had publicly de-
manded that submerged. ofl and
minera) lends' be the property of
the states, not (hc Federal Gov-
ernment.

Clark. on the othcr hand mlln-
tained thay the U, S, Suprem
Court should decide this quemon

In taking this position, he was
goiug  directly counter to Ed

ey, close friend of Truman
Ciark, who gets most of hisy
Jush ‘oil income from lands.under
lhe Pdtific Ocean just off - the
Callfornia  coast.  Also - Clark's
home-town  Congressman,  Judge
Hatton W, - Sumners of. Dallas,
chairman of  the Judiciary Com-
mittee, pushed through a-bill tak-
ing the question of submerged -oil
oul ot the hands of the Supreme:
Court.

Buit de@plta all - ihis,
torney General - wekt - down. 10
Jucksonville, - faced . the - conveniion
state alwlne}é

political

and said “he .was
ahead::with, his
251

going’ full’
Sunnmc Court

Fort snimen Don't. oy
Vil War's Mer?"

the At-

v\e must
pon,chnsmn ideals and
les.

Paul T

ased
'chrlsmxn princip]

~-The Rev. Dr. George
Sargent, New York City.
When {ht' Govemment fixes
WREH it osts and .prices
md prohts At the same: time;
~—Dr: Leo Wolman;  direttor, Na-
Re

* Tt explains why .
tion has hastily back-tracked to apply. con=
trols -on building materials: again. These ‘and
othes.controls. were taken off too heedlessly
in response to pressure: lobbies.

It explaing the Senate's hasty action in-
voting $160,000,000 to be used to adaptiemer-
gency wartime housing for the veterans in ‘*'
cities and college to Meade-over: bar-
racks will not be ideal by any means but
some such' makeshift is necessary for the /.
months ahead. F :

Reports reaching OPA show that in almost
every city and mwn acrm the gnure country
the situation ey show, too.
that the talk of sel!-dhscipline put. out by
the building Industry to justify removal of
controls was largely nonsense.

‘A GRIM STORY

A study of OPA reports makes plain what
e grim story it is. . Thousands of families
have been evicted. Hundreds of thousands
are llving in cellars lnd garages which are
damp and unsani!

The headlines from city to city are monot- ,
onously repetitious. They tell human interest
siories of veterans retumed {rom two, three
and four years of service to find that they
must live separately from their wives and
children, doubling up With in-laws who are
already crowded.

‘The vacancy rate on rented dwellings, per-
haps the best barometer of the housing short=
age, has moved downward in most cltles al-
most to zero. The contrast with 1240 when .»
the crowding had just begun is striking.

In San Francisco the gross vacancy rate
five years ago was nearly 7 per cept. In

Meav of this year It was 1 per cent and it
is probably less than that today. In Detroit
it was 3.3 in 1940 and less than 1 per cent in
July Of this year. The percentsges for 1945
are deceptive in that the vacancies which

. do exist are largely sub-standard dwellings. »

A SMALL BOOM

V-J Dav reieased a small bullding boom.
But 1t is not in houses or apartments. Lans-
ing. Mich.. for example, reporied $1.060.000
of new construction and exactly ihree $6.000
Nouses going up. The construction was in- ©
dX\sLns] and commercial. at is fairiy
3% of what i3 happening around the

facts of life are certain to
intrude on the holiday cheer of many s
Congressman, The idea of going back into
a barvacks again even though it has been
reassembied into femly type units will not
appeal to GI Joe and if he can find some-
body fram Washingten 1o teli his troubles to,
ne'll do fr.

But he will take that barracks 1f it eomes
down 0 a choice of that or more separation
fiom the family ne returned to with. i
war's en:

These grim

Samuel Grafton

A Test Of
Conscience

NEW YORAM

E Américan public has recently been
trrated [o & varlety of stories about hun-

ger in Germany, and some Cermans are hun-
gry; we have been shown

affecting pletures of starv-

ing _children in the streels

of German cities, and some

when they are shown this

kind of mxu:rm] and many have been

b perhaps time to try for a bit of
perspectlve: and ihe first point is that anv
photographer with a Brownie and a roll of
film can get you pictures of starving children
in any couniry in Europe. rvation is &
European problem. 2 continental problem,
of which hunger in Germany is only on
aspect: and once that point is conceded, we

entitied to view with doudt any_plea
for the reiief of German ne, and to reject
it as inadmissible unless it is part of a pian
for the relief of Europe.

THE FATE OF EUROPE ;

At this point a remarkable separtion:e!
sheep from goats takes place; for:a number-
ol 1often isolationist) observera:and kibitzers
who pull the lonzesh lms abott: Germany
dismal prospects,- about: Russian: “looting’
etc.. about.*harsh® mueu poucy, about-the '~
"mad” Morgenthau: plan. and

" =mong_the" most violent. crmcs e

speaks’ in.German terms.

terms: . -Any-one who ilnccrely wanty to -help.
thie - Germans -nitist: also support: ‘the  new
$1,350,000,000 nppmm‘huon Io UNRRA.

tionai ; Bufeau -of
search.

e key to. the utilization ot
ergy: for-world  peace” will

everi  moderately

they
_ will not-allow: Germany  to hc fed. w’nite thf

cnntment 1s hungry, =




