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“The' gréat outery against President
Truman's belated request for legislation
fixing . price ceilings on old -and new
~houses is, of course, simpiy an extension
of the debate that has been raging over
price ceilings in general. It is perfectly
logical and understandadble for the real
estate and building organizations
test such action, for it will, il pa

cost them s fair measure of their poten-

tial profit.

Their lobbies in Washington have a
God-given right to besiege the Congi
and, indeed, they would not be discharg-
ing their duty to the businessmen they
represent if they didn't. But. as \l<\431
the matter of profit is conspicuous
sent from their public statements and
they would have us all believe that the
President. in his ignorance, is about t
undermine the romcat'nm of free en-

i s construe-

spokesman
for the National 1
Builders called the
and unworkable
to soiving the hou
timent in which m
builders and reaitors concur.
h. went

ur‘mbnk on
d: I dont
be 1'\0 sh enourh to
pay ridiculous prices for homes. And that
means builders won't be able to charze
them.

The prices being charged !

50 per cent of t
dwelling. which that the most
optimistic realtor won't appraise 2 house
at mere than 70 per cent of the price
he's  aski And the  realtors

Invitation To Inflation

themselves have been treated to the
awe-inspiring spectacle of values in-
creasing -by leaps and bounds, in some
cases’at the rate of $1.000 & month on

There wiil be an end to this, but it is
not ¥et in sight, and with thousands of
returning  vetel pouring into the
mqvker every day it is bound to get much
e, no matter what sort of freedom
‘.he Government grants. Before the ‘sup-
of houses is sufficient {0 guarantee,
In itself, a safeguard against ridiculous
prices. enough savings will have been
sunk into inflated dwellings to guaran-
tee another full-fledged depression for
the building and real estate trades.
em of price ceilings on real
workable, as those who op-
claimy, 1t is because the builders
and the reaitors have no will to make
it ince they themselves have
canspicuously failed to combat inflation
meonths of freedom (and.
. we do not how they could
kept prices in line. even if they
trieds it is up te somebody with
authority fo step in. That some-
is obviously the Federal Govern-

And

as fervently as the real-
will
soon come when all production and price
controls can be removed. But that day
B here now. and any effort to rip
them off and let the market find its
awn level is bound to bring ruin. not
only to milliens of fonlish home-buyvers
but to thousands of foolish home-selier:
The building ind and the re
estate trade should. above ali others, re-
member {rom their bitter past that there
no real profit in inflation. And yet,
hardly a dissenting voice. their
ves have stormed Washing-
ust that.

A Publisher's Panacea

c B vice-president nof
The Atlantc Journgl and immediate past
president of the Southern Newspaper
Publishers Aksociation last week offered
the Southern Governors Conference a
complete panacea for all their multifari-
ous troubl All the problems confront-
ing the Sout il b Ived when a
public schooi
the average
grade or better,

It is good t0 hear a newspaperman
from the business side of the profession.
which usually jeaves such absiract con-
siderations to the editorial brethren.
coming out with such foursguare sup-
port for expanded educationzl oppor-
tunities in the South.

1t’s a brbad statement. one that prob-
ably raised an evebrow or two amonp
the Governors. but there's a great deal
in it. There may be a problem or two
left over after we have vanked our edu-
cational level up to par. but we will, at
least, be on the way to eradicating most
of those that are purely regional in
character.

Poverty and bigotry,

nstalied lifting
to the eighth

he sai

those twin e

h the South has always had more
than its proportionate share. are rooted
in In this hard world the
man who deesn’t know doesn't get ver:
far. and to this day we have kept mil-
lions of our citizens in the illiterate and
cut off from com-
munication with the world of ideas.
Economic isolation for the South end-
~d many vears ago, and every South-
rrier today competes in a very real
tashion with a man in Wisconsin, one
in New York and another in Califor-

nia. And. of course. a Southerner who is _

equipped educationally can't expect
to’ come out’ as well as his competitors
in the scramble for the best view of the
world of tomorrow

We have already, we fear. lost our
e to grab our fair share of the in-
al expansion sure to follow in the
of the war. lost it because fhere
weren't enough skilled hands around to
tempt outlanders to locate here. But
there will be other great readiustments,
painful ve hope. and if we
¢ nur problems as Mr.
Bizgers <£1"nc<t= we should be ready
when next great day comes.

Brief, Enchanted Moment

The big flakes didn't last lang, but
while they sifted silently over the city.
floating earthward in gentle. swirling
patterns. they brought a frakile mo-
ment of enchantment.

The world's work weni untended; the
town stood at.the window, absorbed,
hypnotized. The snow, as it alwayvs does,
blanked out ugliness, touching familiar
ghtly landmarks with pure
smoothing  out harsh lines,
moulding tortured angles into sweeping
curves.

And, briefly, the gentle snow touched
the spirit of the town, kindling an inner
warmth to offset the cold outside. There
WRS a strangeness about it, a feeling of =
high adventure, the feilowship of a
shared experience. A great, soft curtain
came down, shutting out the scarred
past and the terrible future. leaving only’
the morning, an island in the rushing
current of time.

People smiled for no zood
Btrangers stopped to talk

reason:
motorists

swung their doors wide to welcome
stranded pedestrians and pedestrians.
without invitation, put a shoulder to
stalled automobiles: for a tender mo-
ment the brotherhood of man became
a fact.

Sleet, replacing the swirling while
trace of the snow with gray diagonals,
ended the illusion. Ugliness sprang into
sharp focus, enchantment curdled into
annoyance. The town withdrew from the
window, muttering over a lost morning,
brooding over a ndling coal pile. The
long chain of little problems, stretching
back into yesterday and forward into
tomorrow, settled back into place, bind-
ing the town to earth again.

And now the enchantment of the
morning is lost forever, dispelted by the
red noses, the cold feet, the sore backs,
all the intimations of mortality that
greeted this day. The town is shackled
again, rooted tn earth until another
Winter's first snnw brings its fleeting re-
lease. tnuching the soul of man with its
ancient, white magic.

From The Louisville Courier-Journal:

The Negro In Kentucky

At first glance, it might be supposed
that strident controversy is bound to
follow the report of the commission ap-
pointed by Governor Willis for study
of Negro affairs in Kentucky. now that

" the Legislative Council has received its
recommendations of changes in laws,

customs and attitude which touch en

the welfare and condition of the 75

‘per cent of the State's citizens who are

colored. This would be, at least, the

_conventional assumption. on the idea
that "taboos have long discouraged in

- Btates ‘of the Southern tradition any

public: discussion of the race probiem

md certainly ‘of proposals to change a

However, ‘not only is the taboo fading,
definitions of democracy become
learer, bt the report jtself is revealed
loser “study to be a natural de-
elopment:and expansion by most re-

: application
rds ‘of public: service which most
ree should be common for all

.

dwellers in a demncracy. The report
1% a reminder that discrimination of
many kinds et exists. in spite of
progress toward their removal - dis-
erimination in  facilities and oppor-
tunlties for education, in housing and
public recreation and above all in the
field of employment.

Dignity of existence, the chance for
Improvement and enjoyment of the right
of aspiration without limit, economic
security and also security against being
demeaned as individuals and Ameri-
cans—these are the goals to which the
Kentucky report points. and it is hard
to see how anyone may dispute their
desirgbility. If there is any argument,”
it doubtless will play ‘about the ques-~
tion of what naw is practical and pos-
sible of accomplishment through legis-
iation. The likelihood that many people
Will find this question to be a large
one as o many facets of the report
does not seem to us to dimipish its
value as forward-looking and courageaus.

“ In its way, it speaks for a new day and

a4 new progressiveness in - the area
so\.xth of ‘the Ohio River. N

B I s

WASHINGTON |

that' “the
Douglas Atrcraft Co. "hes recently ‘sold -its latest flying
fartress, the DC-4, to Japan, together with certain blue-

one of the finest bombers ever con-
structed.”

The column also pointed out that]
this sale was being made despite Sec-
retary of State Hull's “appeal to Amer-
fcan_airplane manufacmrm to cease

selling planes to Japan.”

tributed to newspapers and the date
of publication, X
of Douglas Alreraft. made an emphati
denial, and. on advice of attorneys, th
story was killed.
ince then. like so many ‘other deriials, 1t has
become & matter of official record that Douglas did sell
the DC-4, plus blueprints, to Japan.

Since then, also, 2 war has been fought with Japan,
during which thousands of American lives were lost and
during which the DC-¢ built by the Japs on the basis
of blueprints sold them by Douglas, played a part in
the loss of those lives. l

Since then, finally, Jap files in the USA have been
seized and it is now possible ta give more details af the
co-operation between Douglas Aircraft and Japan during
the vears before Pearl Harboj

Ultra Secrecy Wanted

This wriler now h’R before him the original bill of
sale, the cablegram bet st Vi

Angeles. and other cnrre pondence regarding the ship-
mem of the DC-4 by Douglas to Jeapan—despite D(\r‘ﬂd
Douglas’ earlier emphatic denial.

‘The deal was handled largely by V. E. Berirandias,
then vice-president of Douglas, Jater made a malor rer
eral in the U. S. Army. It was obvious, not on
Denald Douglas' denial. but from other precattions !hn‘
nallher the Japs nor Douglas wanted this sale to be

d in the American. pre
he first place, the sale was camouflaged as ane
apan Alrwavs Ltd.” This gave n the out-
ward appearance of a cammercial transaction, though,
of course. Japan Airways Ltd. wes controiled by the
Japanese Government and commercial plancs later can
be adapted for military purposes,

Doubtless: also, Douglas didn't want ta be in the
public pesition of selling an xmporlwnl brand new bomb-
©r 10 a potential enemy of the USA, especially at
fime when the Japs had been unmercifully bombing inno-
cent_civilians in China. and when Cordell Hull hs
Apbealed fo American plane. mamufacrurers not. to sel
16 Jupan.

Mo

eli-tale evidence of how anxions the Japs and
Douglas were to camouflage the sale is illustrated by a
letter addressed to Douglas Vice-President Bertrandias
from §. Akabane, New York representative of

Jlma Aireraft, which, with Mitsui, were interested in the
deal. The letter was dated Aug. 14, 1939, just after the
Douglas people, following one vear nf absalute secrecy,
finally decided that with the abtaining of an exp 'th

"Well, Boys, What Do You

o,

The President’s Recruiting Problem

By Marquis Childs

WASHINGTON

S Secrelary Byrnes sets out for Mostow. our hopes
4% rise a ljtile. This means another chance 1o com
together on the questions that have created barriers of
suspicion between London and Wash-'
ington on one hand and Moscow on
the other.

I's not an easy task nor a welcome |
one. No one would choose to. leave
home at the beginning nf the holiday
season to fly in cald and storm five
thousand miles to a gloomy, war-worn
capital

Recently Byres has been sub-
fected fo the kind of going aver that
we generously accord our public office
Not_only have rumors bren
printed that he wanted fo resign but
there have been editorial demands for
nis resignatian

The Hurley. fempest In a teapot
deal of patience.
firmness and tact.

Shortly after be had initiated the coming conference
of Foreign Ministers. President Truman made his off-
hand remark about no more Big Three meetings, This
touched off a new uproar over State Department policy
end required a lot of explaining.

took time and great
Byrnes handled it with just the right

Impossible Perfection
We spend so much time berating our public men and
c!amurmg for an impossible perfection tha not sur-
prising that most people. being human, «m away from
]’ublle office. That, it happens, is one of President Tru-
man’s real problems—io get men to'do the necessary jobs:
s an awful thing,” he told a visitor recentl)
the Prosxdml of the United S',MA" to have
that telephone and plead with men.”

Ten times the President was turned down in search’,

of a chalrman for the recent Management-Labor Confer=
ence. Finally he “commanded” Judge Walter P,.Stacy
of North Carolina to take ihe job.

He had the same difficully . persuading Americans
of Stature ta dccept. positions on -the - Angld-American
Committee on' Palestine. His selections . as - announced
seem udmirable. But It Was a‘struggle getting them to:
gethe:

ON July 10, 1938, thls colufim sent bt to its subijcribs -

“over-burdened machinery’ of :the

P‘cnon ; el

license the news had to leak ou. Here 15 the letter
showlng how pleased” the Japs ‘were at the skillful way
Dotiglas handled the news lea:

r Mr, Bertrandias:

“Looking aver the Sabirdsy edilon of the New York
Times, T could not help but write this letter to compli-
ment you for the most excellent way of disclosing the
sale. Those ‘In the know' will not object to-the trans-
- action as they are limited to those in our trade, while
laymen probably don't know what the ship is anyway
when mentioned singly by your designation as in th
paper. Since lhe State Department’s announcément is
50 casual and incidental, T doubt that anybody would take
sufficient notice and single ‘out your company.

“I have purposely waited until today to scrutinize
the papers for any possible reactlon, but so far nothing
has been mentioned of the sa

A e bxceent way ol hendling the difticult
mstéer-in » delicato situation and I wish to shere he
feeling of reliet if you ever felt one. Fope you had
similar luck with your iocal. pape!

S, Akabane.
“Nakajima Alrcraft Gompany.”

Army-Douglas Cooperation

Douglas: could not, of course, have sold the DC-4
without permission from the U. S. or Navy. Not

s this permission given. but relatmns between
D(mg]as and the Air Forces were such that Donald
Douglas’ daughter later married the son of Gen. “Hap”
Arnold. Chief of the Air Forces, while the Ah‘ Forces
promoted V. E. Bertrandias to be a major general,

Wh ertrandias’ name came before the Senate

Military Affairs Commitiee for promotion, the Justice
Department showed Senators part of the secret file on
his pre-Pearl Harbor activitles in an effort to black hls
nomioation. But 3 ure was too strong. He PR
was made a major general anyway.

12k S

Japs Get a Bargain

The Japs boasted gleefully about this bargain price.
A Jap paper of Nov. 14, 1030, carries a picture of the
DC-4 under the caption “formerly Amerlea’s biggest,
now Japans.”

“Built more than a year ago at & cast of $40.000,000.
the paper conti “the giznt plane was sold ta Japan

: 0.000. complete with plans for its as

“Frank
rience—this

Fod

se newspapar account significantly
“Japan Airways has nol vei decided what ta
However, it didn't take them
long to decide. s converted to ane of the most
useful pianes the Japs had in the entire war.

The newspaper also stated: ansactions for pur-
chase of the plane were compleled last Summer before
the 'moral embargn’' on aircra{t shipmeni
was announced by Secretary of State Hull.”

“Last Summer” meant the Summer af 1935,
in that same Summer,

§ECRETARY BYF

ment of U
(‘elmam is undoubtedly
ting fnrthe forth-
coming confer-
o Japan ence i Moscow,
Tt is in the main
a reaffirmation af

Tt was
July 10, 1838, that this columnist

attempied In reveal the sale of the DC-4, but was lied Lzzuﬁ'alﬁ ) ;;1::{,
to by Donald Dougln< It on June 11, 1938, that ,,‘,,;Lm,e on-
Cordelt Hull asked U. S. aircraft m umnnm 1o ftop RS 1 Pata:
<hipments to Japar—a plr? that he repeated on July o In ene e
In the vear that passed before the DC 4 acrualle w A .

spect it closes &
matier which was
Inft open in Pa

shipped..anv airplane manufacturer who really wanted
ta could have called Ofl lhs deal

d On the
Wani Me To %?sng You?"  womon o e

af Germany, i

of
firmed thew

settlement.

bern
the o
westw
fers dn not.
sible 3.1 2 mnlilans
Ciechoslovakia. and
provided at Potsdam.
fuiy 12 milien persons
Byrues now says,

assumed  that
Hmits of Germany are
conformity with provi
Berhn - declaration.
the Altreich less the

The statement is a
The geographical limits
many were defimtely
the Berlin

administ

time that this i

Matter of Pay
One reason for the reluctance to take Government
fobs in this boom time 1s of course the mater of pay.
Many men ferl they served their Government appren-
ticeship during lh? war and now they want to get back
into competition. A Government top of $10.000 a year
looks very small in comparison to some of the salaries
being handed out in New York.
make it worth the time of first-rate men, Presi-
dent Truman proposed to pay members of fact-finding the emperor saf
boards $100 a day in the labor arbitration law he re-
sent to Cong nd it was prefty funny to hear him to
John L, Lewis sneering at that rate a5 (00 Bigh n light  der. Now that
of the handsome salary and expel the United Mine
Wmn{Eri provide so that John L cnn live like one of ing seeds of futnre . dis
alled ldle rich. —Sung  Fo, President,
Legislative Yuan.

facilitate the J

‘VI nev is not [hP only reason it's hard to find the
right man for the right job. There was an intangible
factor ai work when Roosevelt was in the White House.

He seemed {o be leading a crusade that was:-going
somewhere. You might not like that crusade. You might
hate jt, as millions did.  But that, plus the:magic of
Roosevelt’s personallly, attracted loyal meh and: women:
who worked long and tirelessly for Government galaries.

Many of thesé: same loyal.followers who were reviled .
as tax-eaters and bureaucrats have now left the Govern-
ment. They are making in.many instances seven; eight’
and nine_times as much as they made when they wcre
on New Deal pay rolls.

Patience Would Help
President Truman is Keenly aware.of -the recruiting
problem he faces. He does .not..however, know quite
what. to do_about it. He- has suggested ‘an. upward:ves
vislor of Government ‘salarfes but that In iiself will ot
be-enough. :
A Jitte patichc from all of s would Drobably help:
8 little less readiness to-assess blame and a little
llinnees Lo Bve-out nraics when s, sallod for. -
Byrnes s beginning -to reorganize {he cumbersome,
¢ Department;
Tnas Brought in a group of young men out of Eisenhower
Hesdquarters:in: Europe: who are procecding tha:oughly 2
and carefully:to chart:a new pal

. As . tap . dog:
become target: No:

Army Alr Yorees.

trols:are put:
~<R. . Them:
‘Auto” Worke:

Likewise sélécting ‘the tacl-findipg board ‘in  the .
bad bl

General Motors strike has involved . pleading :arft ‘cajol<
ing. . Truman wanted to assemble ‘. rmh?l of {opnotch

- :men-who would be lvnﬂnble g down'

egain,

v past imistakes:
mry. happy lahdmgs and beuer

we prefer someone with ne army or navy expe-
firm has only a couple of million to spend!”

Error Compounded

By Dorothy Thompson
NEW YORK

nited States

deltmitation of the western trontier
of Poland should await

te.
of the Oder-Neisse lines.”

TBoredgm’ dees
Tm Poles were granted
i oA

the

pen. But the mendacity
Byrnes's statement does
tas,

-~ Quote,

URING the confusion
Japan)
retained under condijtions

l

the war
retention of the emperor s sow-

et

Chungking
The - Pearl Harhor bt ihe future
might; well -be _Chicagn “or Detroit
or Pitfsburgli-orieven: Washinglon;
America

—Gen, Carl ~pam,' chief,

CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE
. “orderly and humane®
procedure on this subject there
is a conspiracy of silence in the
American press. There is no such

conspiracy in iie Britigh

Those who Want to know what 4
liv ha in Central Enu-
cad Bertrand Russell’s
e Bth issue
Leader ‘New Yark:,
I Salters in the
Contemporary
5 mass
om  many

current

s Lendons, Thf‘xc i

Review

drnce
i

v,
tragedy

and admi
EARLY

FAILURES

opinion. The

and communi-
Catholics are ¥

. s T pres
'ﬂ"]kr[“"”\ X’Pﬁrllf'l\s {rom

labor rmlm AR ne vice

on | German _trade  unions  beng
handed to General McNarney by
an-labor poiiticos Who speak
large perce e of Ameri-
can Iabor. The armed forces. quiet ¢
cutsice. are furious aver what the
< Sith the deme

ocratic victary, Foreign and
mestic policy cannot be. divided .ax
though on %o planels;

pany.

One ol e thi
could: lentn,

cAnd At tmes

Albany, Ga
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