iS'known that the offer satis-

ngﬁn?.ors for RFC. both in Char-

and . Washington. Certainly there

wld have been no great difference be-

en Carbon’s final bid and the RFC's

al.asking price. but afler months

‘negotiation, the Federal agency's

board . of directors refused to accept the
_recommendation of their own agents.

* ™This writes finis to our hopes for the

_establishment of a peacetime battery

ant-in Chariotte employing 500-600

O Carboni J. K. assle an-

adquar-

t Car-

real trage-
there are
local-

11 ‘this adds up t0 a very
for Charlotte. Although
some 1300 women
as unemployed. m
ight have returned to ;he Co'bﬂ'\ mv
mu, the big impact of the plant's loss
Al be felt in the future. Carbon had
lins for expansion that in a f ears
uld have provided several times 500
bs. Moreover, many of the plant’s for-
6r employees, who were liited from
thie unskilled to the skilled labor class,
miay now go sliding back down the eco-
Domic scale.
The RFC, of course, would not be much
Impressed by these local reasons why we
- tead tragedy into the departure of the
Carbon plant. The agency is charged
th salvaging as much as it can from
‘Government’s wartime plant invest-
ment, and after the manner of any
‘hard-boiled banker. it can properly re-
Ject any offer that doesnt reflect an
uate liguidation.
But-there are a good many considera-
involved beyond good banking
. practice, considerations that are the
é%ﬂmemment‘s proper concern. The war

%ﬁ;»'«

Charlotte's brand-new minimum hous-

r ordinance. is temporarily. in sus-

8¢, placed there by Council's “resolu-
g&m ‘of policy” which will give owners
" sab-standard slum property an un-
ied pericd of grace before its severe

er-tight:roofs, indoor plumbing, ade-

planis built outside the East provide an- .

opportunity for an immediate decen-
traiization of the nation's industry, an
opportunity that will certainly be lost
if the RFC gets too tough with its old
custamers,

J. A. Krug. retiring chairman of the
War Production Board and the man
who bossed American big business dur-
ing the war-vears. recently sounded this
solemn warning:
dustrialists persist in blocking  indus-
triajization of the West and South they
will ruin not only themselves, but the

tional economy as well” Mr. Krug
concluded bis American Magazine artio
cle: “If vou, no matter where you live,
are to have a good job tomorrow, or any
iob at all. believe me, this is your per-

1 problem to promote a thriving in-
dustry in the under-developed states.

If RFC had to write off the total cost
of the war plants in order to induce
private industry to keep them in opera-
dion. it would clea be worthwhile to
do so. But, in this case at Je: the
prospeetive purchaser made an oifer
considered fair by the RFC own fieid
agents, only to have the directors, who
apparently operate under the delusion
that they are still private bankers, re-
ject it. The alternative to the Carbon
offer is to break the plant up and ship
it away. probably for less money.

It is passing strange that an Admin-
istration which unhesitatingly spends
huge sums of Federal money for the eco-
nomic betterment of the nation, one
that is never disconcerted by unbalanced
budgets, should permit one of its agen-
cies to pursue such an obviously penny-
wise and pound-foolish course. RFC's
balance sheets. after all. are not par-
ticularly important, certainly not in
comparison with the loss of a at op-
portunity to bring industrial expansion
to & region’ that must, as Mr. Krug
points out, prosper if the nation as a
whole 15 to reap the beneiils of the
boomtimes ahead.

A Long Step Forward

tain, in good faith. If, with continiing
good faith, it is rigidly enforced it will
do as much as any single act we can
think of to fit Charlotte to meet her
great future. It will not touch many of
the evils that beset us at higher eco-
nomic and social levels, of course, but
it will eliminate much of the misery and
squalor that has always accompanied
poverty, and that is progress, indeed.
Like most good things, the housing
ordinance did not come e: Years of

heating and sanitary facilities, ad-
ﬂouro/and window-space, and

fact, 1t seems to us that Council
layed courage and statesmanship in
sting ‘the appeal of the Real Estate
d.for a fized grace period of five
This recommendation, tossed into
il's* deliberations at the last min-

The ordinance is now on the books, in
form.the Planning Board presented
and it-was placed there, we are cer-

hard ing lie behind it, but it
is significant, we think, that, with a few
reservations, the people most likely to
be adversely affected by it swung
around to favoring it, even though it
meant for them a considerable financial
outlay in the-interests of community
betterment.

‘We have the machinery now for work-
ing a veritable miracle in city improve-
ment just as soon as labor and material
are available, an ordinance that should
guarantee to every resident, regardless
of income and color, adequate and de~
cent shelter. And from this good begin-
ning we can. if the spirit that lies bes
hind the housing ordinance prevails, get
on with the monumental task of con-
verting a sleepy country town into a
thriving and prosperous industrial city.

Opportunity Knocks Again

The economic’ “colony that is the South
!

for education, laying out a portion of

s total _legislative appropriations

't “compares favorably, pelcentage-

¢, With the national average. All this,

ver, has not been sufficient to bring

hools up to the level of the more

’erous regions. for, no matter how

ing we may be to spend more money,
stmply don't have it.

nd.yet, for!a good many years the

me ‘statesmen who so cheerfully dig

deeper into the regional pocket for

1 funds have been reiecting the

‘Federal Government's offer of financial

tance, . Their reasoning is simple

Federal axd implies Federa!

5.do nat jibe with .the Unitéd States
titation; the traditional Southerners
referred to keep segregation
ix.y ts high ‘cost out of lgcal funds.

car of Federal aid 1o o
100,000,000 annually there-

that $6,000.000 is not enough for the job.
As Burke Davis pointed out yesterday,
the Negro schools of the county are gen-
erally sub-standard, and they are, we
suspect, among the best Negro schools
in North Carolina.

We might. in" time, haul our educa-
tional system up to the national level
by our dwn bootstraps. but it will be a
lengthy and painfully expensive process.
The Federal Government, recognizing
that the national welfare depends to a
large extent upon uniformity of educa-
tional opportunity throughout the land,
has a practical and, proper interest in
assisting us, one that has npthing to do
with the desire of a few zealots to insure
immediate racial equality.

In a very real fashion the stubborn
resistance of Southern Democrats to
Federal educational aid takes cash
money out of all our pockets. And, more
important; it takes away from our chil-
dren the opportunily to obtain the sort
of adequate education that is affbrded
the children of other regions, against
whom they will one day compete.

The Southerners obviously have won
their point in past debates, for ihe new
bill goes out of ils way to safeguard the
rights of the " states to operate their
school systems as they see fit. It would
be shameful indeed if the shadowy fear
of some future Federal drive against
Jim Crow schools again prevents us from
receiving the great educational boost
a generous allotment of Federal funds
would provide.

The British lift wartime restrictions
on the manufacture of long socks. Noth:
«.Ing. as yet is said of thase pre.
,that 5keep the armpits warm,

This_is the silly season—in_the hs,ck-

“If some Eastern in-

. profi

war pants-

“Merry -Round“ nnd i 2y
to- develop® and. we:
peaceful world.
He . was Gtorge
genilus of the .1

served as midwife, -patronsal
godfather to this column when:it first
started, thirteen years ago today:

When I indicate George: Carlin’
wns @ whip-cracker, perhaps I give the
wrong Impression. George - could_snd|
sometimes did crack the whip.” But:
on the wholehe was the mildest-man~
nered man I ever knew. Perhaps that was the secret of
his ability to get along with such a motley assortment of
performers as Westbrook Pegler, Pearson and Allen, Mrs,
Roosevelt, Heywood Broun, Ernie Pyle, Raymond Clapper,
Marquis Childs and Tom Stokes

Outslders marveled at how one man could keep this
circus of trained seals performing in one ring with no
visible evidence of cannibalism. Yet he did. He even
kept Mrs. Roosevelt happy, while Pegler, in an adjoin-
ing column, was holding her feet up to the hot coals
almost ever; In fact, Genrge was the only
man T ever knew who cauld censor and -edit the Fin

‘And on those annual occasions when the publishers
gathered in New York, Pegler and Mrs. Roosevelt and
1he rest of us would stand side by side in the receiving
line no matter what one had written about the otter, to

host ta the publishers—all because we loved George

For 1o one else would we have done it.

The Daily Grind

A Int of people wondered not only how George kept
the peace amang his performers, but also how he stond
the daily grind of running his fer-flung syndicate. For
he handled comic strips and all sorts of other features.
The secret was that George lived for his work. The
columnists were his children, They might be problem
children, but they were his. and he loved them.

Came the day when his children went off to other
fhings and George, Jike muny parents, wilted. Two of
his greatest writers, Pyle and Ray Clapper, were
T Camniticn, TAAC 26utul Lhter of Janeee Wesibronh
Pegler, hed Roy Hownrd trouble (Roy was George Carlin's
over-all boss on United Features). So dld the Merry-
Go-Round. We went. off to other booking agencies, as
had Heywood Broun before us.

Gradually. through no fault of his own, George Car-
lin's_performing circus dislntegrated. He took on new
performers—top performers—though they didn’t snarl so
much at each other. Perhaps it wes because they didn't
cause him as much trouble a3 his earlier prima Donnas.
or perhaps it was because he loved his first chuidren
bests anyway the excitement, the twmol, the nurly-
burly passed out of George's life.

Looks Like The

¢ .-American tigops will
8 for. at least another 1

‘and ‘Douglas of Callfomlu and Biemﬂler of Wi

y,
He admitted that American lend. lea‘sgo s\lpplie&
re being sent to Chieng Kai-Shek to be used . in. the
Chinese Sivil war. - . . Gen, Elsenhower hes appmved a
directive permitting thousands of starving, persecuted
Jewish refugees from Poland to enter the American
zone of Germany. Other thousands are flocking to the
U. S. zone from the British area, where the treatment
of displaced Nezi victims is stlll somctmng the British
Empire should be ashamed o Pat Hurley's attack
on the State Department has back-fired so badly that
Byrnes and Trumen sre now reconsidering their entire
Chinese policy, Result: Gen, Marshall is going to Chin
with clear-cut orders not to intervene on behalf of the
Chungking Government, "but rather to put strong pres-
sure on Chungking and the Chinese Communists to get
together, Marshall will inform both factions that the
United States plans to use every influence to end the
Chinese civil war. is a reversal in fact, though
not In name, of Admlm:tmtlon policy under Hurley.

Gen. Marshall Sits

Gen, Marshall's letters to Governor Dewey regard-
ing the Japanese code were made public only after a
StIff protest by Gen. Marshall, who wanted his reference
to co-operation with the British withheld, Marshall knew
the Russians would read between the Jines and figure
!hat we were also mlcr:.cmmu their code messages.

e Pearl Harbor Coramittee met in executive =
sion m Senator Barkley's office to listen to Marshall's
Plea, but belore Marshall could open his mouth, Repub-
lican Senator Ferguson of Michigan and Democratic
Senator Lucas of Iilinois got up and walked out. Both
absolutely refused to listen to Marshall or any other
Wi l(nESS in exec

“This investigatlon 1 strictly an on-the-record public
atfair,” they insisted.

Alter they lefi, Senator Brewster of Maine pro-
posed that the committee make the sole decision regard-
ing publication of the letters and that Marshall not be
permitted to remain. So the former Chiet of Staff went

and warmed a chair with Ferguson and Lucas In
Bhrkiers autar otfice

Time Has Come

You'lLL Have
© CHoose
 BeETween us/

A Pink C!gud For The Big Corporations

By Marquis Childs

WASHINGTON
E workings of the so-called carry-back under the
wartime excess profifs tax are something o behold.

For corporations struggling with the problems of recon-

ortages and snafu in
. the _carry-back is a dream of

Heaven: a pink claud {hat will cushion

every big corporation for another
e months.

s the law stands today, & cor-

portation paying excess profits fax in

1945 could shut down completely, let-

Its plants fall “to ruin and yet make

almost. as much money in 1946 as it

aid th Here is how it works.

h LUI'I)OINIOH under the war-

e provision. 15 ailowed an excess |

edil, for each year of war- |
time pxoms This is based.on . the
average earnings of the company

for :
the years 1935 w '3, or as an Mtcmauve ot nvested

But in order to make sure’that the big wmornuons
would have enough funds to'tide:them thmugh recon-
version. Congress hooked on'the carry=back:

example, & corporation withian: cxcess prbfﬁs credit ol

1100000

That campany in’ 1944 mi

credit. . In 1945 it made ﬂOOOOGO in prafit” which.

just. eqyal ‘to-the credit: and- therefore ‘the  corporati

will pay no excess profits ' tax’for: the current year. .
But' ih 1946 . the cémpany will make: only. $606,000,

'$400.000 Jess* than -the credit; - Therefore it cn" Ko

to'1944, when'it. pald:thé:85:1/2 per cent rate o

and_claim & refund -0f - $342,000, which is the. xlmeren

he;z/een the: tax ‘paid: on’$500,

$100;

“Wwash ‘of war-—and aty day’som
trie may announce plans to" hike: from
unooast 1o’ coast wlt,huub crossmz 2 picket

Subject to Abuse
When the excess profits tax was repealéd: in (.he
Aevenue Act adopted 3 monih mgo, Congress voted 1o
extend the corry-back for another sear, through the end

igressmen
Pattarson, - Healy .
Wisconsin,

P

123

@IS, Cicay Tine, .

“Maybe you can get the G. L.

Bill of Rights to pay for eur .

wedding and hone}moon—aﬂ:er all, marriage
is an education!”

A Four-Legged Chair -

By Samuel Grafton

NEW YORK

] ARGE fragments of
4 are folling away

Demortatic party. and i does not
seem too early
Segin 1o “wonden
whether the
structure put to-

vgether by thelate

President Roose-
velt is not com-
ing apart. As he
built it. it rested
on four legs, the
South, the big- :
city political ma-
chines of the
neorth, labor: and
that great mis- -
cellaneous .
of citizens of good will who were,
and are, concerned with makings
thi somewhat better world.
The last two groups are the most
disaffected. If they ever leave in
a body. the Democratic party. at
least nationally. will become a
two-legged chair, which is an un-
stable appazatis by any calcula-
tion. _take the final group
first:
of Americans, of 5 ot
rcunon&r ms either right or I€|L§
the on: idlings.  who hailed
Both Vlr Wx.l!;xe and Mr
velt, with almost equal
fmam and who have for seme yeas
considered ¢ it Is the
business. of. our_age. to billd warl
collaboration. This large group
iakes in most intelleciuals. botn
academivc and commercial; it in-
cludes the old League of Natjons
crowd: it embraces most of the
cultired, the travelad. the weil-
read and the knowledgeable, g
it certalnly includes at least some
of the leaders of every community
in the country,
EASILY DETACHED
And 1 seems to me that this
L= tht group which could be most
ached from the Demo-
crat psm by, sav. = Stassen
This ;:rgup takes an almost com
pletely ideal approach to politics:
it does not look very far below
the surface of sbstractions: it -
peculintly sensitive to the appea
0[ personality, to (m‘.dnhlm‘ml
It is to be doubled wheth-
n it would trouble itself too much
ovef the question of whether a
Republican Congressional majority
would be better fitted than a Dem-
ocratic majority to carry us to-
ward one world.
If & Bricker opposed s Truman
in 1948, this group might
lose enthuslasm for politics.
might sit the contest out (a de-

The People’s ’?Iavﬂorm

velopment which would hurt the
Democrats more than the Repub-
licans:} but should a Stassen op-
a Truman, and should pres
ent trends continue, it could go
over in a hody.
ECONOMIC DEFECTION -
The other focus of defection 1s
labor: and here the causes are
economic, and go deep. The basic
facts are that while industry has
been granted relief from —excess
profits taxes, and has been giverr
usetul tax refunds, and while far-
mers ‘have been promised price
support for at least two years,
been told to live
its  fat during reconversion,
to accept a lower price per
(@t lea week) for its
commodity. is the one interest
Congress-
Labor votes, ss
not go Repub-
1 labor may lose interesy”
a degree, sit out the next
election «which. again. would hurt
mocrats more than ihe Re-
mio a v.h;rd-

f[ec

As at magic it s thal M
Truman HEks. And that M. Rooee-
velt had, and that enabled him to
B jegs of his party
firmly planted under
bard to say. It
dle to accuse Mr. Truman

of being sn imperialist in foreign.
altairs, and » reactionary at home;

opp
But the ode complaint that d
come to mind s thal he lacks a
certain’ seriousness: in the deepest
meaning of that grave word; that
more co: ed with supers
H symbols of party unity. on
the Washington level. than with
making sure that the deep und
currents are flowing stralght; 3
as. in forelgn affairs, his ecc
ional glib reversals produce the
feeling that he has somehow Ialled
en for the great. jow mur-
erican aspirations. and
Pa 1ot Bimaclt be atariied by lows
surface nolses. We are ust be-
ginning Lo realtze what

COMPLAINT

. below:
he lived in a8 world of values,
signs.

Whatever the ressons. Mr. Tru-
man must face the possibllity that
he is letting the Democratic party
undergo & structural change, that,
perhaps. sémething new in our
politics has already begun 1ts slow,
molecular buildup.

not.

"A Gross Injustice...”

BY CPL. ROBERT JOHNSON
Fort Bragg
We are soliciting your aid in the
Pcorrection of a gross injustice.
e War Dept. system or
rges was to be such. i

Points would b progressively low
ered untll such time as years of
servicss could - be - employed.. - Then
a :directive was issued - authorizing
discharge of . surplus.  men . whio
could not retrains

dis-

‘come from: ihe

When we returned from ovérseas
we were sent here rather than re-
jolning our old outfits;:and . subse-
quentiy our old outfits were
charged. and- here we:sil
placements .to-run’ this’
l’(}ﬂeplion center
where ‘the Ien are recelved fresh

they  would

of 1946, That there were stirrings o
score. however, is indicated by a statement madein: me
report of the Senate Finance Committee on.thet gen-
erous law

“It is belleved necessary ‘to continué the carry-bacl
for . one . tnore .year, to be sure that.business: has thi!

n))plv 1o us, we ‘were told by :brass

- hats. who were afrald of redllcrinn
in_renk;: becs

sewe' were essential

and needed;:vet, all the while en

eral clerks:and c\erk-lyplsu were.
ith

being - discharged ‘as:surplis;

opportunity to appl
wartime, taxes. - However, it Is recognized:that; this earry=

back. s subject to-abuse and inequity. . Therefore, your

committee 'is: studying .ways of removing: the abuses of

this provision and expects.to propose: retronctive leg].s]a~ o

30 points

< onl;
‘Many of ‘us have 45-60 points: ani d:

wc huv o discharge men” witl

You: know.

(xon on: this: subject in° the near

£ 3 company. juat quh cold,: that mxgm be.. nrn"

"Bb

much less® thnn the. nverage Profit: for: the year 103t

’38 because of strikes:that slow:or stop production?
‘That is'a’ quéstion: you are ‘certain to hear:

if big' strikes’ develop:in: 1946, : Labor: W\ll be 3

. and ‘the: corporations:on: the ‘othet:

mpet: of : Cor
suﬂerlng Tosses: from :strikes: will be judged
of :the law 'and. therefore th compames will!
tax ‘refu nd&.

Pom!‘mg a Morol

ebnted o
a

and anhca
Jar that th




