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e Fathers Take A Fling

¥he City Fathiers, viewing Charlotte’s
gssly sniarled traffic through their
‘winidshields, have become as annoyed as
the rest of us. - But they feel that they
“are constiaied to do a little more than
‘merely ‘giind their teeth in impotent
fury, and they are setting out to take
n active hand in such matters as traffic
signsls, left and right. iurns, double-
parking, and one-way sireets.

.~ With refreshing frenkness the Fathers
#dmit in sdvance that they don’t know
what they're doing. They are not traific
‘gxperts, whatever else they may be, and
‘they- are approaching the problem in
‘the role of frustrated motorists. Tt as
isclentists. Thus it seems probable th’.x\
each Councilman will see the traffic
problem primarily as it affects him on
his individual path from home to of-
“.fice, and he may be conient to rest
once he has arranged the signals so
that he can make uninterrupted prog-
vess around his orbit. And this, of course,
may pruduca chaos elsewhere. for =
stream of sutomobiles is like a river and
$t spills over its usual course when it is
blocked.

The Councilmen concede that they
@re probably going to make mistakes,
and they do not expect to arrive at any-
thing llke s permanent solution to our

traffic problem. Some of our troubles,
of course, are beyond the manipulation
of traffic signals and parking ordi-
nances, and perhaps no basic cure will
be effected until we build overpasses. ex-
tend some streets and widen others.
And even within the extreme limitations
our unchecked growth has imposed, it
does not seem likely that an unschooled
mind can evolve a sound plan.

Some day we are going to have fo
place our traffic problem in the hands
of experts, retaining some bright young.
professional to come in and employ
existing data as the bisis for a sclentific
and durable plan. This, of course, will
take, time, perhapss a year or -longer;
which is all the more reason why such
a project sholld” be initiated . without
delay. s

In the meantime, we see no harm in
Council's having a fling at working out
a few pet theorles of its own. The
Fathers will, in a sense, be representing
all of us, for no driver ever made his
tortured way down Trade Street with-
out concluding that he could put one
hand behind his back and figure out
a better system than the one we've got.
And it won't cost anything, for our

“traffic is now so snarled not even the

wildest Councilmanic theory could com-
plicate it further.

Another Good Man GCoes

A qulet, efficient little man named
Robert Ramspeck will soon resign his
gest In Congress and assume new duties
ag executive vice-president of the Alr
Transport Association of America. For
" sixteen yesrs Mr. Ramspeck has repre-
‘ gented Georgia’s Fifth District, which
jncludes Atlants, and the Atlante Con-
stifution remsrks upon his departure
with genuine regret. But Mr., Ramspeck

% has alss represented a good many other
Americans, and they too owe him @ con-
‘siderable debt of gratitude.

I$ would be hard, from an examina-
tion of his record, to determine whether
‘Mr. Ramspeck Is & conservative or a
Hberal—he has voted for and against the
New Desl, even though his party regu-
Jarity has been sufficient to make him
& worthy Democratic whip. He is not
but dur-
ing his sixteen years on the Hill he has
approached each issue as it arcse. made
“yp his own mind, and cast his own

Consistently, Mr. Ramspeck has ad-
ﬁ'eued himself to these important, but

politically obscure matters, which earn
a Congressman no votes and consume
a great deal of time and energy. Civil
service has been his special field, and
the enormous volume of the quiet. al-
most unnoticed spade work he did there
will serve the nation well for many years
to come.

He is, or was, a career politician of
the best sort—serving his own con-
stituents well within the framework of
the national interest. He is leaving the
Congress now because we cannot pay
him the salary his ability entitles him
to. Like many another able Congress-
man he has found that he cannot af-
ford to serve longer in a back-breaking
job that barely enables him to break
even financially.

1t is, as The Constitution says, “a
tragedy that, because of the relative
pittance we pay our Congressman, we
must ever. go on losing good, ex-
perienced men from Congressional
halls.” There is no betier example of
the false economy implicit in Jow Con-
grebsional salaries than the departure
of Robert Ramspeck of Georgia,

CloakuAnéwﬁaggew Diplomacy

The State Department has asked for,
and seems certain to recelve, a hand-
some sppropriation for the establish-
ment of & world-wide intelligence net-
work, . but Secretary Byrnes' polished

-mssistants want it clearly understood
that they will approach their new duties
in their usual dignified fashion, eschew-
ing the cloak-and-dagger technique tra-

with i

“We do not propose to employ beauti-
ful blondes who can worm secrets out
of foreign officials,” Under-Secretary

. /Dean Acheson informed the Congress.
*We are not proposing the employment

- of people who put on false whiskers and
crawl out from under the bed. None of
that is involved in this.”

¥r. Acheson went back to John Quincy
Adams and Benjamin Franklin to Hlus-
trate the sort of thing the Slate De-
~partment has in mind. The techniques
employed by these worthy gentlemen in
. 8t. Petersburg and Paris are still ade-
quate, he feels, to provide the “thousand
items of information ... which when
put together and analyzed by & man
who knows what he is looking for brings
ot material which is most informative,
sometimes quite startling in its results.”

Well, it may be that the ‘State De-

From The Asheville Citizen:

partment can pry into other people's
secrets in a dignified manner, but we
doubt .it. For one thing a good many
of Wild Bill Donovan's young men
seem lkely to be transferred from the
wartime Office of Strategic Services to
Mr. Acheson’s Department, and it has
been their practice to arrive by para-~
chute, change disguises six times while
en route to contact their local agents
(in a dark cellar, naturally), and em-
ploy the assistance of every beautiful
and patriotic blonde they could locate.
They were, in fact. the only partici-
pants in World War II who hehaved the
way the comic strips would have you
believe they did,

Mr.
best face possible on an extremely un-
pleasant and unwholesome business. Qur
decision to take up espionage is one
of the results of, and one of the con-
tributing factors to, the spirit of dis-
trust which is becoming so important
# factor in our foreign policy, and it
marks a distinet break wilh American
tradition,

Mr. Acheson's glib words cannot dis-
guise the fact that a man who bends
over to listen at a keyhole invites a
swift kick, whether he's wearing ledger-
ruled trousers or not,

With A F@ur=Mei’@red Roar

North Carolina manufactures more
ooden household furniture’ than any
_sther ‘state. And it aims, we should
#ay, to go on doing s0. This supremacy
being no small faclor in the state's
progress, it is gratifying to see that
furniture manufacturers are teking

- every mdvantage of improved communi-
eations facilitles to maintain their lead,

At Greensboro-High Point airport re-
cently, for example, 2 High Point manu-
acturer shipped = large consignment
of furniture to Worcester, Mass,, by air
{freight, The Greensboro Record weighs

the eargo at 6500 pounds, which we
trust 1o be correct. If so, it is a heavy
mm ent, but one which modern alr
z mt could well handle. with planes
¢ pilots recently engaged in carry-
ige bomb loads on non-com-

Bickett was complaining that "we (in
the South) would dig something out of
the ground or cut it out of the forest,
ship it North and sell it 1o the Yankee
for ten cents. and he would blow on
it and sell il back to us for a dollar.”
The good Governor would hardly be-
lieve his eves. or the four-motored roar
in his ears. as today the forests and
the factories and the airways of North
Carolina team up to “ship it North"—
and for a handsome price.

Either the press photo doesn’t do Mr.
Attlee justice or there is a discrepancy
in his citation in the news columns as
“the British bigwig.”

In Manhattan an ex-gambler .con-
fesses that La Guardia and his crusaders
forced him to make a Ti¥Ing the hard
way. Presumably the 4-point with dice.

A perturbed Congressman ﬁcmands to -

know what protection the public: has

Acheson is obviously putting the

has ever gonr w

T ‘has ‘how ‘become hsh!omhlt in . some |

get out the dead cats ind sling them in-the direct
of the White House. : Some of ,'he ivery-m oolmnhu
' A

have taken of
wards,

the" gloves.
the honeymoon:

Truman himself.

years, and

ing_the volling pin ot waving. he
skillet unless It gets us somewhere.
Instead let's take an unbiased look a
the man who didn't want to be
ident—his mistakes, his quaﬂhzs. hlﬂ
achievements.

In the first place, you can chalk p
up two definite accomplishments for Truman: (1) He
has appointed a hetter Cabinet than Roosevelt;.and (2)
He has carried on Roosevelt’s policies unflinchingly.

The latter. of course, will not be considered much
of an achievement by Republicans or many Southern
Democrats. However, Truman was elected on a Roose-
velt ticket, pledged his word to continue the Roosevelt
program and has lived up to his word

Trumen Sticks Chin Qut
In fact’ he has shown more cowrage than FDR in
many things. For instance, the late President had been
urged to recommend a broad national health program,
but hie always side-stepped. Truman has now sent a
message to Congress urging what Roosevelt balked at
doing. Again when it came to the FERC, FDR ducked
at (oo openly offending Southern Congressmen and let
others cairy the ball. But Truman stuck his chin out
by writing a letter ta the Rules Committee urging imme-
diate action. Roosevelt never wrote a letter lo the Rules
Committee during all his twelve long years in office.
Truman has been equilly forthright In regard to full
anti-trust
suits, and offending his own friends by tackling the
question of submerged ofl. Roosevelt, though officially
committed to this program. sometimes ducked. Truman
not only hasn't ducked. he has led with his chln. And
whether you agree with him or not, you can't help
admiré his courege.

Republicans who don't like the Truman-Roosevelt

poiicies will agree that taken man for man, his Cabinet
far surpasses FDRSs in ability, political -scumen and
generzl stature: Why then has he failed to get off tl
ground. while his predecessor, working with less able
men and the same program, kept in the air?

Four Truman Troubles
The_answer lies In four general reasons:
1. Roosevelt had the gift of going on the radio and
swaying the public over the heads of Congress. Truman
lacks the radio technique, the theatrics, the abillty to

thorized s suchi-as the Washington,
sirike And thc mucnwlde vote;walk-out of the telephone
peaple that Trum

h
pecially have ruined
wclnl legislation and is bound to have its’ tﬂect dn the
next election.
Truman has let himself be dominated by the
mllitnry when it comes to con rip! '..lon Lhe garbled
discharge of veterans and the of shi r bringing
men home. Politically he has played rlﬁht inbo thc hands
of Governor Dewey who in the campaign of 1944 predict~
ed thls would happen.
ha e - experience as chairman of his
lmeutlzaung committee showed hlm how inefficient the
Army and Navy could be when-it came to shipping and
Yet as President, he trusted the very same
. As g result,
thousands of soldiers and saflors, plus several million
members of their familles are bitter. And when any
President loses & big block of pclmcal supporl: he under-
mines his own strength with Congre!

Tmmon Lacks Brain Trust
1y, Truman has not been able to gather
mund . Suiriciont men with Goverumental “Lhow-
how.” Running 2 delicate Government machine is one
of the toughest jobs in the world. There aren’t many
who con o it, ' In addition to good Cablnet members, it
requires skilled assistants in the

F hed a weak Cabinet, but he h.’ld arnund him
in the White House a group of expert, energetic trouble-
shooters who knew Government inside and out and
served as = flying football squad to go into this depart-
ment or that on special jobs, What Truman needs to-
day s a few Tommy Corcorans. Instead he has sur~
rounded hlmself with & bunch of genial, well-mesning
gentlemen, largely from Missouri or Mississippi, who know
lttle about Government and spend almost as much
time swimming in the White House pool zs they do
grappling with the vital problems of postwar America.

This Is the most obvious weak-spot for Truman to
remedy. The others are not easy to repair. In fact. ihe
political Teactions from the labor situation may be
beyond repair,

‘Thess are some of the prolems Trumen faces, plus
the gen"rsg blem that after any war there a
presting, dishiusioning let-down. s auslifications for
‘meeting these problems Truman has sincerity, honesty,
courage and a reasonable amount of intelligence. But
he is serously lacking in experience and Governmental
know-how. Let's hope he picks up more of the latter
before the air becomes too full of dead cats. After all.
for better or for worse, he's our President until January
1949—and that’s quite & long way off.

"Think Yeu're Big Enough To Handle Him, Boys?"

Two South {Camiénians And Their Job

. By Marqguis Childs

WASHINGTON

HIRTY-FOUR vear old Col. Frank McCarthy was
called in by Secretary of State James F. Byrnes to
reorganize the State Department. As one of Gen.
Marshall's aides, he had won a brilliant
reputation as an administrator and [
organizer. .
¢, with the rank of Assist-
stayed in the depart-
. Resign-
he gave fiiness as the reason.
contributing cause to- that Nincss may
well have' been the mess that
found in the department.
In McCarthy's place Byrnes ap-
pointed law_partner from Spar-
tanburg, §. C. Donald Russell. Rus~
sel), who was with Byrnes in the Office
of War Mobilization and Recanversion,
has some experience in Government
but, only 2 limited knowledge of foreign affaits.

- Ata recent press conference, Byrnes s asked about.
the reorganizatlon of the department.. He sald. it was
proceeding slowly and added that he thought it-cught to
proceed siowly. He pointed.out thay there: had: been
Several shake-ups ot the gop which: had added to- the
confuslon.

While that may be partly true. the ‘fact temains

that a thoroughgolng overhauling Is essential if the State
Departmentment is to_do_the jobthat.so - vitaliy needs
doing. No mere reshuffling of functions will suffice.
few changes at the top will not. be_ enough.

Carry the Cause

Byrnes himself must'do what no secretary .in recent
times has done. He must carry the.cause of the Stale
Department’ to -Congréss, because  only” With ¢
Congress, can_- the necesn\'y reconstructlon be carried
out.

“The platn I&ct 18 thut for years {he depaxtment hu
been: pitifully- \mdcruaﬂed and’ overworkeg  Ni
t with Cangress to gt & really

radio a=

éficlency .

‘A twist of the left-hand :button
T get. .

l1
expen.s and: omceru in’ the depm'tment ‘and: th k‘melln
ere are: -nm*m« 0 TOETRPHSTS; Al
enough ‘telephones, not enough: uper uum ao‘enouih

over new funclions.
 point of view be presented to the press . of -the f;v;ox‘]dt

“ the. department,. with xclannfic mretxﬂu

“thit: owed not e little: of

of lnything unless it be red tape inherited out of the

Pmalxn service officers in the field, from young sécs

Yetaries up to ambassrdors. the pay is shamefully low.

15 18 one reasen why Wwe ave so often had rich

amateurs Instead of trained professionals in.our top
diplomatic posts.

State Department is-Just now having to take

Tt is important that the American

Therefore some of the staff of t

QIS e Times s,

“ “Don't let it get you down Dearie—i

only American to |

want something better "

The Ideal Vs. The Legal

By Samuel Grafton

NEW YORK
E movement for world coi-
1aboration lacks = center and
2 focus in the United States
today. A yesr ago
it was confident
and  cocky; It
knew where It
was golng. and
it bad its suit-
case packed. But
it has lost form
and outline dur-
ing the last yea:
and even unit
for the move-
ment for world
collaboration is,
to @ certain de-
gree. spilntering.

Some of its adherents, includ-
ing the most devoted, have wan-
dered off in the direction of
government. The world govern-
ment movement seems to me in-
tensely and wonderfully ~Ameri-
can, in its oodmism
lief in progress, and in
most stupefying idealisni.
has its drawbacks. too:
begin with, & split in the ranks:
and Its exponents, who are, mos
1y, highly articuiate and literaie
p-‘scrs are sometimes inclined to

contemptuous of lesser plang
fm ameliorating the conditions of
life on this unhappy planet: they
show a kind of cvhicism about
smaller schemes which s I di-
Tect proportion to their idealism
about thelr grand one. ~And there
is slse, in additdon to abundant
hope, & Kkind of grim. curiously
raélg‘mﬂ desperation behind their
to ssy that oniy a
can save us sometimes
seems like only another way of
saying we will not be saved,
SPLIT IN THE RANKS

But ft is the fsct thet the
movement is & split which is most
important: and the split showed
up on the floor of theg Senate
the other day. when Mr. Taylor
of Idaho and Mr. Bali of Minne-
sota abruptly and bravely popped
the world government idea. badly
frightening such older workers in
the vineyard as Mr. Connally and
Mr. Vendenberg

The lstter two bad been plug-
ging quietly along, irying to get
an  enabllng act passed which
would Insure our participation in
the Unlted Nations Orgenization:
when the younger men Wwere
through, the two older ones sud-
denly seemed to be riding in &

The_People’s Platform

model-T Ford. And while the
was a certaln amount of fun
this, something decp in me doub
that the ensuing debate was reali
2 demonstration for world peace;
it seemed more s
tien of our confusions and doul!

Ancther contingent of those fi
terssted in world collaboratiop (o
which, say, the editorial page o
the New York

considered  representative)
almost all its faith in the de:
velepment of the United Natlo
Organization. These forces
what might be called a foi
and legal approach to the wo
problem,. &3 oppos

approach; they

general pritciples, clearly stated,
some sort of parliamentary method,
and s well-defined set of rules ¢
order. most problems can 21
themselves out.

AMERICAN TRADITION

This spproach, too, is squarely
in the American constitution-make:
ing tradition: but there is some-
thing a littie bare about it, 8b{
Jieast s of this moment: it ignoress
substantive questicns, and tends
to slide by the fact that nations,

fury.

thelr presumed interests. and that:
here are unseitied issues beiween
Russia snd the world, on whic
Russia feels that any general es-
sembly of states would out vete
her:- -
And it seems to me thal both,
those who lake the legal. andig
those who take the ideal road o

glory might find & common grou
or raliying point, if they were to
join forces in, say, & demand for
Big Thive meeting, at]
the heeds of the states in-
volved would try

“settie outstanding differences.

LACK OF AGREEMENT
It Is precisely this lack of agrese

ment which closes doors equs
to world government and to de:
velopment of a united nations or
ganization; it s fature to solv
questions of content which sends

us slithering off into debates about

methodology.
Ia there ot In this spproact
or tn some varian: of i, the mishs
clement
and mske them once
they were a year ago, &
American team, working for g
& united world?

More From Leyte

(NOTE
munication_ was
THE NEWS by Sgt. Don Howie,
& combat engineer from Hunters-
ville whe recently returaed from
lhe Pacifie, and who re-

ted for amother tour in the
vt e Tetends en Tevte
nked him to have it published,
North _Carelinians
skxnnd it, Including 25 from
,the Cl’lll‘lclw area—Eds., THE
)

The follewing com-
delivered o

Leste; P 1.

Joy and Happiness once ‘miore
rule the world. . The. war ls over;
John

sare back :on- thie- ob. e are

Charlie and -Bill .
The:

the sbove Ccategory was g\vcn L3
“hipping date: on the day of des
parture their orders were cnnu
and set

shipping _quota_for Octoher wa
38,000 .mén. and 38,000 for Novema
ber,

very  applicable to.

charge: system.

‘marks made:by & comma)
he ‘A

the Yemarks the piiblic

ing, but what. about: the stranded

GI's in the Pacific? We who'are m nt

among - the thousand.s el&ihle for.

“War Information have been ukun over by lhc depart-

ment,

- A New Funcfion

. They should be fitted into & revitalized division  of
informiation, - Theobjective should be not’to Keep:back
fafofmation, but:o_tell the American’ people everything
16 4s possible to-tell within. the bounds of natlorial
security, 5

“Predsure is growing for a

ein_the  Philip-
pines; are ondoring What workume

plans. will be drawh up to get bs wha

home.

incipal

f scientific exchange would seem to be imp

Vet the . creaking” tramework . of  the depanme:‘lg
u)

reafsts these intruslons.: It is:narrowed “by - hidel
tradition and. narTowed by & pinchpﬁnﬂy pouey &
What hap; aned m «he case of.

perhaps, typleal e absorbed in che day-to-day
. 'conducc 'of foreign: nmﬁrs in’ o perilous time, i

that; he was distracted by e feud within the
its” bitterness to
Jealousied of some. p)‘oleulbhll diplomat:

hat opportimity
hips on. Gapiw!

once more @ o



