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ewapiper established an Empty Stock-
ing Fund. The idea was simple enough—
bse who felt the urge to spread a little
seasonal cheer among the less fortunate
would have & quick and convenieni
éthod of so doing, and a minimum of
rganization would gusrantee that the
most worthy cases received the benefit
of the town's charity.
We're still in the Empty St
iness. and elsewhere in this editio
will be formally invited to caor
to the cause. This year our ov
i er: abl, xmnroxee for

ol Publil: WelfareA we W' 1
the Charloite Community Coun
The list of families who are ‘xkol'
be overlocked by Santa C
now being prepared. and it w | be con-

tinually revised until Christmas Eve,
when your gifts will be distributed. You
can. be surs that the bounty will be
spread evenly, that there will be no
duplication, and that no deserving child
will be forgotten on Christmas morn-
ing.

When you sit down to write your check
this year it would be well to remember
that the cost of providing adequate gifts
cwith the exception.of toys and candy
they are all eminently practical and
desperately needed> is far higher than
usual, while Lhe number of deserving

n 10t been reduced by the
zeneral prosperu\ You can afford to
give a littie more. we think, and the
Empty Stocking Fund can certainly use

Your contribution will help to make
the difference between a heart-breaking
Christmas and a merry one for some
Charlotte child, and we can think of no
worthier cause.

Whose Business Is I#?

We do not know exuctiv why a voung
man setting cut lo tiit with such a
vious evil as racial prejudice should im-
mediately be condemned. but this has
been the fate of Frank Sinatra. The
Charleston News and Courler suspects

. Mr. Sinatra of press agentry, although
the evidence is to the contrary, and
announces a conviction thet intalerance
is none of a crooner's business. The
News and Courier is a voice long sir
grown hoarse in denunication of any

- ‘policy more progressive than those ad-
vocated by John C. Calhoun, but other.
more temperate journals, such as The
Anderson Independent have also seen
it to spank Frankie.

We have no doubt that The News and
Courier will, as soon as word of his de-

_ fection gets through to Charleston, also
have a spate of uncomplimentary words
‘for young Bill' Mauldin, the cartoonist.

“"who has seen fit to compare Senator

“ Bilbo with Adolph Hitler. "I feel.” Mr.

 Mauldin told The New York Herald Tri-
bune Forum, “that as long as there are
still the Bilbos who depend upon &p-
" ‘pealing to the beast in men to get pow-
er, the Rankins who preach distrust of
the rest of the world, to protect their
own selfish Interests, and the Gerald

ated Joe and Wilie. the two immortal
doughboyvs. he displayed great satirical
skill and deep understanding. He was
occasionally bitter as he portrayed the
progress of his bedraggled heroes,
through the nightmare landscape of the

“ war, but he was authentic and he was

always funny. Now he seems 2 little out
of his depth. and in his current car-
toons the biting humor is lost and only
the bitterness remains. Mr. Mauldin's
vouthful tendency to meet issues by at-
tacking individuals will, we fear, soon
remove him from the ranks of practic-
ing cartoonists, and already it has cost
mm xnuch of the influence he once en-
i
Whate\er ar. Mauldin's faults. and
they are the product of his immaturity,
there is no reason to doubt his sincerity.
He is one of a good many veterans who
have come home deeply concerned with
the short-comings of the civilization
they fought to preserve, and determined
to do something about it. Mr. Sinatra,
although his emaciation kept him frem
active service, also seems to recognize
an obligation to use his considerable in-
fluence for constructive purposes.
1t is strange that a cartoonist and a
crooner shou]d become two of the most
of , and

Bmiths whose profession is
‘hate sgainst fellow American citizens
‘because of their color or creed, then the
war is not won.”

We confess that we have looked upon
- Mr. Mauldin's new interest in tolerance

gartoonist for Stars and Stripes he cre-

it is sﬂgnificﬂnt that they feel the need
for such a campaign. It occurs fo us
that there would be no reason at all for
The Voice to step outside his ptoper
field of entertainment if The News and
Courier, and the other journals sharing
jts yiew, had not. consistently. ignored
their own obligation to address them-
selves to a problem that is their peculiar
oncern.

The Boss And The Briﬁﬁi‘%

Joseph Edward Kelly, despite his con-
siderable service to the Democratic Par-
£y, (it was one of his agents who seized

subterranean microphone and boomed
Franklin Roosevelt to a Third Term
nomination at the first Chicago conven-
‘tion), is not likely to be chosen by the
State Department to represent this na-
‘tion In any such polite capital as Lon-

lon. Nevertheless. he arrived in Eng-
land the other day as 8 member of the
party that made the first flight on a
new London-Chicago air line, and he ex-
ited great interest down on Fleet

Thc London Daily News man returned
from an interview with the Mayor and
%rote: “He looks like the composite
phomgraph of all. the Irish-American

And, musing on his remarkable lack cf
conversational restraint, he

“But then you don’t become Mayor of
Chicago merely by practicing the more
adylike virtues.”

The Daily Mail reported: “The Mayor
ikes to sleep. Yesterday morning he
said he looked cut of his hotel window,
saw the fog, and promptly went back
to bed again until dinnertime.” And it
was in the course of The Daily Mail in-
terview that Mr. Kelly made the forth-

From the Norfolk Virginian-Pilet:

right statement that Is still echoing
around the House of Commons. He was
asked if he intended to do anything teo
help the 52000 G.I. brides stranded in
the British Isles. “He sat bolt upright
in his armchair at the Savoy Hotel suite,
and raised his hands in mock horror.
Kelly sald, “Hell no! I've got enough
on my plate without that.”

‘The reaction of the ledger-ruled dip-
lomats in the British Foreign Office has
not been recorded, but we have an idea
it was violent. However, the general pub-
lic seems to have taken kindly to Mr.
Kelly, and we think perhaps there is a
lesson in this for our own State Depart-
ment. Such rough-hewn and impulsive
politicians are far more representative
-of our culture than the restrained and
polished gentlemen we usually send
abroad, the diplomats whose highest
ambition is to be mistaken for English-
men. And, .despite the fumes that
emanate from Mr. Kelly's public record,
he is certainly qualified as an astute
political hin wnn can finger the
public pulse without missing a° beat.

We: have' wn acew Mayor Kelly con-
tribtited matertally to the improvement
of. British-American relations by behav-
ing in the Savoy exactly as he does in
the Blackstone.

The Badge Of Authority

“The eyes of both races are on you,”
City Manager Borland told the two
‘Negro policemen as he swore them into
‘the service Wednesday. As a sententious
‘Sbservation on an untried experiment

il . wisdom. With their badges and bil-
jes, ‘the City Manager handed them
somhe carefully worded advice:
Be calm-and deliberate in the exercise
uthority. Deport yourself with de-

ority you ‘wear is the emblem of law
ler, and remember you are the
of the people and not their mas-
bove an be honorable in per-

men”to be appointed by any
city. slrice. carpet-bagger days.

¢ Negro policemen: Seven
thern: tustom’ and préce-

dent will Jook down upon them and hold
them to special accountability. They are
pioneers in a new and largely unex-
plored area of official responsibility
shared by both races. Ploneers cannot
afford to make mistakes.

It remains to be added that the "eyes
of both races” will be fixed not only on
the two Negro policemen but also on
the people of Norfolk — especially the
white people to whom a Negro officer
vested with general police powers rep-
resents a new experience, The experi-
ment will begin with the assignment of
the new policemen to areas in which the
Negro population predominetes. But it
is impossible to confing general law en-

forcement within racial boundaries. On -

occasions. it ‘will become the duty of
these policemen to enforce the law
against whites as well as Negroes. That
will put the experiment to its most
critical test. It will be the part of good
citizenship, and of elementary fairness,
to accept it as an incident of law en-
forcement and nothing more. The .eyes
- of both races will watch public behavior

these instances as critically = and, we -
.are confident, as’fairly—as it will; the
behavior of the Negro policemen them.

bers of
24 huurh before"(he statem
That
- consulted.:
tims

" ment.

ng to say &
mlttee blasts it
out the reason wi
tion is°considered necessary
to keep large armed Iomes .after the
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about their officers frequently was un-"

printable. The overwhelming propor-

tlou o[ the men did not want to stay
e Navy. are fed up with the caste

Msvem and consider they have littie

?ihance to become commissioned of--

icers,

Most significant wes the fact that
only ten per cent of the regular Navy men—in other
words. those who hitherto had made a career of the
l\avy—«wamed to stay in after the war.

The Navy’s poll was taken after careful consul',ntion
with the Gauup experts and with the Elmo
experts, who take the Fortune Poll, It was a smmd
professional job. Experts were even flown to Okinawa
and various parts of the Pacific in order to make sure
that a cross-section of Navy men were interviewed.

Furthermore, the poll ‘was taken during the last
week in July and the first week in August before the
atom bomb was dropped and when the Navy was at the
peak of Its fighting. If the poll had been taken during
tihe postwar slack, when men are idle and restless.
obviously it would have shown more anxiety to get back
to peacetime life.

Officer Training Defective

Those who have'studied this poll admit privately that
mmethmg is seriously wrong at the Navy's core. One
trouble. they believe, may be that officers are. trained
in <trnt9§3 navigation and other u,echmcal problems, but
nol in tie human problems of handii .

Pertaps, they fecl, the Navy maeds more of the
democratic spirit which Josephus Daniels tried to instill
at the close of the last war. Daniels was in the act of
putting thraugh plans for enlisted men's, study and ad-

thany
brasshats, when his term of office exphed
atever the remedy, here {5 one cross-section of
the poll, which Navy experts say is teprewmame of all
enlisted men's opinion. both reserves and regular
Q\mmcn “Do you want to stay demmely in the -

Navy?

s: 5 per cent. definitely ves; 3 per cent,
probabh‘ ves: 8 per cent. probam) not; 76 per cent, cefi-
nitely no; 8 per cent undecided.”

Question: “Whether you plan to stay in the Navy
or niot, what are the ad\ﬂn(ages of staying in the regular
Navy after the war?

: ver 95 per cent—security.”

Qui n on: “If you do not want to stay in the Navy
write down all the Tessons for leaving.”

Answers: “60 per cent, caste system and dislike of

. Officers are heels . . . It's an officer's

. Enlisted man is always wrong—16 per cent, lack

m Ireedom legimer!auon 16 per cent, desire to be

with fami g per cent, lack of opportunity, uniform,
miscellaneous.”

NOTE—Especially significant fs the fact that not
one sailor, mentioned food. sea duty, danger, erowded
bunkrooms. or discomforts as a reason for wanting to
leave the Navy,

stayed in’the vay da ymx thlnk
make more or: less ‘money
lian:life during: the cﬂmtymormnmtlum?"
Answers: “15 per cent, T would probably make more

money in the:Navy; 60 per cent, I would probably mak
'lbo\étdthn same amount -of: money; 5 per. cent, un:
decided.” D 5

A lecond part’ of quiestion 28.asked: “In
run' and taking everything into consideration,
you thlnk you wonld b= 'betur off oft financislly, in the
Navy or in civillan

Answers: “20 per cent better off in the Nnvy. 28

per cent, better off in civilian life; 50 per cent, the same

financial position no matter where I sayed; 5, undectded.”
ons 19 and 20 pointed toward one of the
chle! reazons why enlisted men wanted to leave the
n 19 read: “Generally speaking, do you
xeel that sou hsve had a chance to show what you really
can do in the jobs assigned to you in'the Navy?”
Answers: 2 per cent, yes; 15 per cent, usually had &
chance; $7 per cent. I seldom have & chance; 25
per cent, T never had 2 chance: 1 per cent, undecided.”
Questiol “Would you be able to advance in rate
fast enough ta suit you in the peacetime Navy?”
Answers: “15 per cent, advencements would be often
enough: 80 per cent, advancements would be too slow;
5 per cent, undecided.”

Further Naval Education

Question 24 also is considered significant. It read:
“How easy do vou think it wiil be to get assigned to Navy
schools for further education in Lh e Navy?"”

nswers:  “10 per cent, easy cent, Tairly
easy; 60 per cent. I think it would he toc dlfficult; §
per cent, undecided.”

‘The Naval poil elso showed that few men thought
they had a chance to become commi.ssloned officers, and
were_too discouraged even to try

uestion:  “If you stayed ln the Navy, would you
want to have the chance of becoming & commissloned
officer?”

Answers: “20 per cent, yes: 75 per cent, No; § per
cent, undecided.”

R ¢ (“Yes" answers) 70 per cent, officers prive
fleges; 20 per cent. 10 per cent,

(“No" answers) 10 per cent, dislike for officers;
cem social ol 15 per cent, lack of freedom.

Question: ‘Regardless of whether you would want
to or not, haw much chance do you think you would have
to become a commissioned officer?”

Answers:  “5 per cent. very good chance; § per cent,
fair chance: 35 per cent, very little chance; 27 per cent,
no chance at ail; 5 per cent. undecided.”

estion of enlisted men's uniforms brought
forth some interesting comments. 5 per cent favored
small changes in the uniform: 35 per cent found it
“completely unsatisfactory and should be entirely
changed.” Only 1l per cent were reasonably satisfled
with_the uniform.

15 per

ose who wanted to elirinate Jjumper, neckerchief:
collar, flat hat and whites included about 85 per cent
of those dissasisfied with the uniform. An approximate
similar proportlon proposed a shirt, necktl& pockets
and a jacket stmliar to that worn by chief petty officers
as the regular enlisted man’s uniform.

On ? e Welceme Mat

Mr Truman's Unenviable Position
By Marguis Childs

WASHEINGTON

'I‘HE fact that Congress has not adopted a single piece

of legislation requested by President Truman in the

form in which he requested it has not escaped the atten-
tion of our allies in the war so recently
last

from  London

in the foreign field might fail
of approval by Congress, Specifically,
of course, they were worrying about
ihe Joan to Britaln which the Admin-
istration is negotiating.

In any negotiation, a British Prime
Minister has a great advantage over
an  American President. When the
Prime. Minister's Government sets a
policy, it means that policy will be ae-
cepted by & majority in Parliament. The Prime Minister
stays in office only so long as he has a mafority.

Our President can make a decision, . But if Congress
overrules him, as it very often does, he s helpless.

President’ Truman's position- just .now {s_extremely
difficult. He is faced with. what might almost be called"
a sit-down smke by con ress. - Messages. and recoms

up Hill h as the one
lnburﬂn(‘e-—but nothing happens.

Lock of Tact =
Truman must ‘take .a.share" of ‘the blamc lar 1.hx
At times he. could have been more tactfi :
vecasionaily rushed in to fix- policy. on matters stm bemg i
studied by Congress.
stater m?nt an control of atomc ¢ energy Is & o
ll would have been easy to have invitéd me‘m

was given out.
‘would have madc them feel they were
Instea t.hey

There

led
was_ resent uucn, on that
But by :and hm, the’ bla

ot belong: on the

- victl omb}

“drinking and playing poker.

i years, of tenston ang compulsi
- six months: or a.year.

_mre lkely to
 House in:favor of ‘ihé GOP.

in the backlash of a ferrible war. All the:pent-up
grievances and resentments tend to concentrate on the

who happens to have been dropped Into the
driver's seat.

An Unenviable Position -

It 5 an unenvlable position. The President must
now and then have the feeling that he can do notiing
Without sthring up a hornet’s nest somewhere OF other.

The Baptists took him to task the other’ day : for
They . would :-have: been’
more honest if they had condemned him.for having:the
candor to admit that occasionally ne took & drink and
that he liked to play smali-stakes pol

e is condemned because he doem t ‘take a firm hnnd. E

Congr:
dictate to the lawmakers m the Xa&hk\n of ‘his pudecec

The basic unfaltness of much of this fs iznorud n

“the genéral misery and disorder that.go;with the effort

10" get back ‘to ‘some kind of peacaﬂme exuwm:e'  Part
of it §5 a reaction to the “stron; inevitabl
in wartime. . We want to relax and be 1efc‘uone after

fon

Tt ould be grasd if everybody could go fishing for
But it happens It vital usks

must be  done. unless we drift into s

“slump. ignoring mu resporisibilitie:

d: i And_ that slump  ma

. qulck]y thnn _some  of - th opumis

he_ present mood persists, th
tUrs - ont; the: Detiocrati

“If we spend that much on your relatives, Mom, we'd bets

ter buy

Dad a more expensive present than a

muffler, so he won’t rave about the bills!”

The People’s Platform

Dixie-Dame Rebuital

By MARJE LONG LAND, and
LOIS LONG RIKER
Owners, The Dixie-Dame Company

Statesville

The Dixie Dame Company has
no desire to enter into a newspaper
controversy regerding its affalrs.
However, when @ peld official of
the District Office of Price Ad-
ministration, an agency set up 0s-
tensibly for the purpose of helping
industries within its Jurisdiction,
deljberately misrepresents facts, 1t
is a challenge to which we are
foreed to reply,

Reference 1s made to the article
written for your columns by Mr.
Bill Mitcham, District Information
Executive for the OPA.

‘The first correction is that we
are the Dixle Dame Company, not
the Dixie Dame Pickle Company.

hile we manufecture fancy hers
d'oeuvres and sell them to prac-
tically all of the large stores of the
country, our production s by n
means confined to such items r
to such accounts. It is a deliberate
misrepresentation of facts to say
that we do not produce essential
foods, that we cater only to the
wealthy and that our products are
not “items for the masses and are
too expensive for the poor man.”

NOT JUST PICELES

The District Office is well sware
of the fact that it allots more sugar
to us for the manufasture of jams,
Jellies, preserves and marmalades
than for pickles, and that such
items are sold within the price
range of our nearest competitors.
our largest production on any sin-
wle ltems durlng the years of the
war wes on canned tomatoes and
Orange Marmalade. The Govern-
ment must regard these as “easen-
tial foods" since they are purch-
ased in volume. The OPA must re-
gard Orange Marmalsde as an es-
sentlal food, for they alloted us a
carload of sugar for its manufsc-
l‘«gl;‘? for civilian use, in December
1

We glso brend as’ & falsehood
the statement that “ihe owners of
the pickle plant admit ten
month’s volume of business in 1045
equal to the full twelve month's
valume in 1944 This is a fabrica-
tion of thelr imagination.

The public probably does not
know that the sugar allotment for
the first quarter of 1945 was 170
per cent of the amount used in &
corresponding period of 1944, The
first quarter of the year is the
time when we must® enter into
contracts with our growers for raw
materials, These contracts bind us
to purchase all of the produce
Krown on contracted acreage. By
the time crops were planted the
sugar quata was reduced to 65 per
cent for the second quarter.

BOUND BY CONTRACTS

In the third quarter it was fur-
ther reduced to 30 per cent. How
ever, during this third quaerter,
which Includes the months of July,
August and Sepfember, we had to
purchase the produce contracted
for. When the fourth quarterly al-
Jotment of sugar wss again ltm-
ited to 50 per cent the situation in
our plant became acute.

It wes then that we filed an ap-
plication for reilef with the OPA.
Our request was for either an in-

or an advancement -against
our 1946 allotment, so as to keep
our plant in  operation until
Christmas. Suspension . after . the
first:of the year would have im-

request- that  was unressonable and

unfalr .to -others is:to: deliberafcly '

‘misquote the wording of ‘o1

ments we made to OPA officlals I
his presence.

THE ONLY AFPLICATION

Also In his presence OPA officlals
admitted that ours was the only
application on file from an indus-
trial user of sugar for & loan or
advancement of sugar to prevent &
shut down. We paruculmy stated
we were not asking for special pri-
vilege but for an anticipation of
the sllotment due us In five

weeks. An effort to creats any
other impression {5 & gross misrep~
resentation, and & flagrant injus~

lice

Mitcham quotes 2 local
whnleaaler 23 saying that he hAs
only 30000 pounds of sugar
hmdacmut&nemum
same wholesaler whom we

gquotsd
in our application s having 80.000 ¢\

pounds of sugar on hand October
17th, the date of cur application.
‘The fact that he has turned down
the offer of & carload of suger
and hss been able to sell only 10

000 pounds the past five weeks, is o,

proof that there ls more sugar
than people are sble to purchase.

THE BLAC“EHR! CROP

Last n er tried to get su-~
gar to sﬂve lhﬁ blackberry crop.
OPA told us this was not an eg-
sentisl crop, that it was a ~wild”
crop. We rapoﬂ,ed we werz buying
from 1360 pounds of ber-
ries a a;y plymg P s gallon.
This made it & money crop to the
tenant farmers whose families,
were the ones mainly he‘nehmng
by ft. ‘rom our conversations at
the time we would not have judge
ed that OPA ®as particular]

ddentaliv it was the month when
our country was semding 160,000
tons of sugar to Spain,
housewives and industries were
told there was no sugar for the
preservation of berries and fruits,
Wé do not know what agency was
responsible for sending the sugar
to Spain, but It is not denled that
it was sent.

Mr, Mitcham's pusrile atiempt
to sidetrack issues by sending up
& amy reen becloud facta

while ||

ta
would be fidiculous if it did not

attempt to latroduce clags distinc~
ton and play upon the preduju~
dices of the unthinking, It u pnr-
teularly obnoxious to us

smnll business 15 bullt on demon
cratic ideals which apply to em-
plosecx. Lhose who Aupply us_and

We pay

mmua.mu of dodm yurly o our
farmer friends who grow our to-
matoes. onfons, peppers, gherkins,
cucumbers, melons and artichokes,
and who sell us qummm of ap-
ples,  damsons,
grapes. quinches aha straw

We consider Mr. Mitcham's com-

predjuite, and its
xmpnmmn x;. pmmy mellcious. It
is sheer subte
-NOTE: Altho\lzh the - Dixes
Dame owners make mn an - im«
Dres!t\u case, they chosen
ignore OPA's bul.c kn
xa set forth ln Mr Mitcham's m-
ter. 'nmr sugar
Mitel llld‘ is
thelr 1941 comumpuon and s virs
tually equsl to.it. During: the wer
years,. when tn;y were produdn‘

cation,. and to_distort me states

s

bl.lod.on'~




