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British and Canadian Troops
First of Several Eipected Invasion's

‘By EDWARD KENNEDY
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH
British and Canadian troops, spearheading ‘the
pected. invasions of “Hitler’s Europe, won a foothe
Italy teday after g pre-dawn crossing from: Sicily under

2 terrific land, air :and ses, bombardment:: -
(A ‘Berlin broadeast’ acknowledzed that the:-iny

carly this morming. quickly captured Reggio: Calabria (population: 50,008
Astovinteg Fress, ened o ors Strait of Messina from-Sicily, and “Scilla, ‘small - sespor

The dariight attacks followed |more precisely the reported push, ! p 4 rﬁ]

“,,,xm blows by the RAF ngainst|The Ruasians have bcen driving : 1 cast,
AXIs airftelds  and  other targets [forward In this area for several
in northern Frunce and the Low |days and vesterday mnnounced im-
Countries An Alr Ministry com- {portant gains, including the captire
’mmnque said other alrerafe tald |0 the citiea of Vorashilovsk, Slav-
part, MINES N catm waters durlng the [38nNosetbsk and Lislchansk,

- it POWERFUL ATTACK

e Gial anhouncement
said thal “sinec the carly haur
o today the cxpected Rasslan
sttack in the ceniral Donets
has been in foll wwicg, The
Russlans ¢mploged Bemircdihel-
heavy artillery battesies and
Hghter formations nccordlng te
the  principles of thelr .well®
kmown attritlon taotico. Thers
s ax yet no further details
sbout the courre of thly new
targe-scale actbon,”

The  Germans  meansthile
fetl back  before other Boslel
drivea thal cut the main Nagi
Tall Mnk betwe 1 the centrat
#0d seuthern acelars 156 mites O it
fiom Rtcv and crashed Into the g . - s ls concerning the frogras of
~moleash  defense  perimeter = m"o?_g:_‘“"’ were expecied

tHBUSTRIAL | 0 o
) | Tmiancis of Coqn;len

Paris Reported Bombed as Cissing Foreos = :

Of Planes Sweep Across Channel

LONDON—(AP)—While Allied invasion forces storm.
ed onto the Italian mainland. great flects of United States
heavy and medium bombers lnid down s strong carly morn.
ing bomb barrage on Northern Frunce today, it wa
nounced. T —

The preltminery American an-
nouncement of this morning's raids
did not specily the targets, but o

« Rome broadeast earlier said Paris
hrd been bombed

In sun-darkenlng swarms. Flv-
ing Fortresses ond swift Marau-
ders ewepl across the  Chaooel
under cover of awl{t-striking Thua-
derbolts.

PEOPLE CHEER

Londeners got a view of
of the returning formations.
proximately 130 Fortresse Allied Al fleels started
northward over the ity as persons ack ai the crack of dawn,
I the street stopped and cheeted |and obseivers o the Britih cosst

freportcs ihat formations of bomb-

e Forward

LONDON tAPY — The
German radio announced to-
day that the Soviet Army
had lavnched a grand offen- ;
sive an the central Donets
Basin area of South Russia

clated Freaa that an “exton-
sre rmid* was o on the
Parln reglon, sdding thet the
maln farget waa the left bank
of ine Betne.

The Paris radlo said In
kioadenst heard by he Asso

-
doe YANK AFRMEN on page 11
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; » INVASION UNDERWAY — Direct nssault on Prcked Luu o o, sttiog Monfy:

hwa crmiked Hutler's Eurepean fortress was aturted today when o w e "1!‘

Woen b the: powerful Weitish Lighth  Army  landed on the byl ol

v .
Sl Southers const of Italy, across fron, Mol g bt
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Germans Expected
To Put Up Battle

4
y To Give Up Hold

Hed Avmies were engaged
RIERDUC Boviet  affenslye,
the entire Ger-
o ihke Eastern
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S e 00 et u orcaming canopy of
thrown by Tand batteries and a
n0a ferca of cruisern, Geatroy-

€t3, menitors and gumbsata
Osethead fiew dark formations
of hundreds of planes which smash-
ed a path through the heach de.
fenses and scrambled the encmy’s
petwork of communicatlions
tiroughout the [telian toe.
In crippitng pre-invasion  as-
sawlts, Flylng Fortrezscs
out st loast temporartly the vital
raliroad feeding  German  troops
through the Brenner to
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Hiter Not Like 3
On Ialy Without Bitter “ight

By LEWIS HAWKINS

LONDON -« (AF) Word that Allied soldiers are surg-
wran e the mainland sol of Burope hrought a strong
psyehologicn) hift today to London, slthough the news wasg
Ho surprise, T e
While  there
dtappointment
ardent
hoped

rT— X
wrecked kingpina of rajtway de-
fense Mnea In the Naples srea.
Tho Portresses, winning
mles roundtrlp tn thelr decpest
atrike yet Into ftaly, deatroyed the
reilroad dridge at Bolazano 38 mites
below Brenner Pasy end cut the
rallroad at Trento 30 miles fare

! ther routh wﬂ.:\ Biolour dlrlt_;:; hltlu.
Freight yards s logha miles
'@@Iﬁo Ar nold e Post s e wreeked
H
In London
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| Dmpertans - Destroy Link Between
frmuts Germany and Htaly

By NOLAND NORGAARD
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NI offenne ta dote
PUXDY Hhe Red Atmies maore
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was A measure of

the

ARy abmg e

Babng e

come anong
“eecand fronters” who han
the blow  would {al
(oM the Wast, there reemed gen-
spear- frint accepiance of the ldea (hal

more
y o ihe q
Taptize of Krolecels neat !
Bt af the sl s
nlHKonaton Songet
X buie

the "main artery of Germany re-
infrmements which have been pour-
ing into Italy, now cluttersd
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ALLIED HEADQUARTIES
IN NORTH  Arnic i
ne-snly & “lp and s
Jump Allled forue
acroey Rarrow  strafta
Sexaina fnte Italy on Lhe 13n
day after the first dsughbos
palzoly marched Inte  bomh
rusted Mesalna

Alfer dldnt even walt
fo clear asmay thr  derrible
wreckage and ihe Witer of en-
emy equipment on the ahores
from which they JTmbnrked for
thin great new Taave againat

armads  meved
acrosa the siraft wnder a star-
U sky with flashes of guns
sparkling lko flrefllon agabnot
the dark hilta on elther cife of

the water  ther keft behing
Mewatnas harbor clutlered with
sunken alips
Preparations were
cantinue ihe
sralt befuee
cnemy had a
reraver from the shoek nf the
beatlng The wxter across whlch
the Iavasion was made fn lots
tWan 1wn miles wide at (s nar
rasest polat and in some placen
6 onlr ten feet deep,
From ne docks st
the tleall Jooks lhe n broad,
Placld river  Haly's mountainn
rlae abruptly on the ather alde.
With feld slassen you could
e mmall hoats. barges and fer-
hen oo the npposite shore and
rolumna af smnke ristog fram
bursts ol  American  artillery

underwyy

Menslna

Weinilan further flank-
L e souwh o oang
Has somih - ocentia

5opedtlon where ey
fored ot baek on
dhaster Yampol

e diive toward

Mates o theas of

e
Captaed

B Qe e
) Sicily

which kepg

the enemy

the mainiand
With the air

harassing fire
withirawing

o
inta

fores and ar-
Hliecy pounding the matnland
and neutralizing  the enrmy’s
founier Thee fram hattecles hia-
den In the Bllls it wan na risk
of men or cquipment to can-
centrate amal boata along the
®est shorea of the strait tor
1his tnrasfon,

The boals were abie to ecros
the atealt within 20 minutes in
a aulck ahore ta shore danh.

The Wil above and to the
north and souwlh of Measina
provided good hlding placen for
artillery to lob shells onte en-
emy positions and with sertat
And ground obaervalion W waa
Ao preat task lo plok targets.

(
|
|
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Va0 miles o {the baltle of Knly would have
oy

to
{br fought trough ta vietory bee
fore the Umited Nattona would be
tee (0 bR thelr fallest Tand  atr
and sea forces ta bear on the man
European enemy

[MAY T ELSEWRERE

| The drive across the Stimit of
Mrssina fell Into (he famtliar pat-
tern of the slow-sure Aliled offen-
Hheoin the Mediteimanesn, but it
waa quickly boted that Amertcan
und FYenel  ground  forces  and
many British - dislslons were not
lavolved at this stage. leaving tiem
fiee fov other Jobs—jobs thnt might
aend them nshore anywhere (rom
Southern France to the Balkans

There s scant feeling hero
that ihe  Uallan  peninsute
might fall by default—cven If
beace were made with Rome.
1t i belleved the Germann are
prepared (o make deteemined
cffort to keep the Invaders
awax from alr and tand bascs
In Northern Haly” as long a3
possible,

The Gierman  atrensth--probably
around 13 divtslona - 15 reported
largely north of Rome. but about
hAIf of (he strength of the three
Nasl divislons which fought I §i-
ey escaped to tho malnland 1o
Joln two ar thren others thon sia-
toned rauth of Naples

Tt 18 unt known here how awch

8o HOT BATTLE on page 11

1

LONDON v~ Arrtval tn Lom.
don of Gen Henry H  Arnold,
cief of the U S Army Alr
Forces, a few hours before Allted
froaps landed on the Italtan maln.
Tand  todav  helghtened  specula-
Gon (hal he was here to etfect
& further co-ordmatlon of ground
and alr forces for an anticipated
Iuvaston of the conunent trom the
British Tsles

Arnold was accompanied by Mal.
Gen. Willlam €. lee. commander
of an alr-borne division, who Is
credited with the development of
Amerlcan parachute troops.

The two top U. 5. afr chiets
Plunged tnto a study of the Allig
military set-up Immediately follow-
Ing thetr arrlval yesterday. They
nlso reviewed recent operations of
the Eighth Afr Force and planned
vislts to American air combat ata-
tlans scattercd  threughout the
British Ixles,

Whether or not sn fnvaston of
Westarn Burops in the immiedinte
future 15 n the cards, It waa bew
lieved  certain  that afr acuvity
would be Intenalfied to an even
freater stgle than the preseut nle
mast daily  soltening-up
on CGermany’s war plants. tom-
munication Uncs, harbors and air

with wreckage, at least temporar.
iy

RAIL NET WORK CUT
The rail network from Cancello
northieast of Naples was cevered
by tho Mitchell pssaujt. headquart-
ers announcing that the lmes
Naples, Salerno, Torre Annunsiata.
Capua and Benevento wers
blocked.

troopa Inte the Italian tos.

There sl was no definite
of resist.

d
themzzives paturslly to  de-
fense,

N
blow Inio Italy from North Africa,
They biasted no, Trento
hnd  Bologna. and an  offictal
headguarters announcement today
declared phic  reconnalse
showed “this main

BRIDGE DESTROYED
Most of the raliway

TRUway bridgs at Bolsamy 35
south of er Pass, and “the
rallroad at Trento 20 miles farther
south was cut by four direct hits,

t yurds at “Bologna 179
milea below the Pass were tors.
by-great fires and explosiona, Bole

is an

Thus oncz sgain Adolf Hitler's
Legions, which had boasted  they
held the continent recure, wers
being on the European
majnland.

The tirst of the invaders, British
and Canadian contingents of Gene
eral ‘Montgomery’s famed -

conat
4:30 A M.
EWT),
The
mnde

night.

Q10:50 P, M. Thursday,

under cover of a moonlesa
It ecntatled tha moving of

Boa

mand, tet foot on the cuunmnf@‘&
opposite _eastern  Siclly ot

crasatng of the strait was

ogna

highway nsar th

of the northern neck of

’ peningula, - . :

American Mitehells —blasted © the

of Naopled,-and the off

amorted that “when -

was - over, Bl Unes -
Teiry

line wna
severed when bombs destroyed ihelhis
miles

8 center
the Ital-f .
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