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Constantly
Inereasing

Arms Flow
Scheduled

Stimson Takes
Note of Pleas

By JOHN HIGHTOWER

WASHINGTON— (AP) —
A constantly increasing flow
of aircraft and other military
supplies was promised today
by Secretary of War Stimson
for the forces of General
Douglas MacArthur in the
Southwest Pacific.

‘aking at his press

Important Role Played By
U. S. Troops In Tunisia

WASHINGTO?
the major victory ov

By WILLIAM FRYE

ating precisely according to pians and erde

Stimson said he believed reports critical .of American opérations in: Tunisia; whichiD

he said huve been circulated in rétent days. had not heen quite:fair toi{he:American
i GHAL

{roopa; Spemflcnll\ LB

rid, the At

- {APY—American treops in Tunisia playved an’important.part:in
the Axis in Tunisia, Secretary of War Stimson:said :loday;opers

5 :had cnot - drivens thvoughitoith

#igve to intércept the nov thiard ﬂxghtlof “Marshal : Rommisl's ioxcas
Japs Massing g
Forces In Truk Area

MacArthur Headqusr!ers fssue State-

under slrict ordersnot o dds
l\ance be)ond} a7 desighated
4 i

I
fagster iplanitor - the

‘Tunisian campaigh; Stimon told
his . press Teonferéncgliiihia : ninjor
task  was DpiVen o ithe  British
Elghth Army,:while‘the Americans
in Central Tunisiaiz:the French
forces In the Ousseltia  valley and
the Britlsh First ~Army I the
north wers .assigned . to . “Holding”
operations.

AMERICAN TASK

Despite the relggdiely small size
of. Lt-Cen George S Patton's
Second  Corpa—camposed  of  one
armeored and wo fafantry divisions
—~the Americans were assigned
Stimson sald. 1o "contaln™ the Axls
farces on a front of approximately
100 miles between EI Guetar and
Pondouk. X

They nccomplished this asslgie
mént.” while operating In diffieult
country agsinst the best German
armed” and motorized units, the
Secretary continued, and Patiton's
thrusts forced Rommiel to divert
5o much rrmor to the protection
of ‘his flank that, the breaking or
the Mareth Line by the Bri
Eighth Army was greatly rncmu\tzd

“General Patton was lmited
to the operations asslgned to
him. Glmisen  sald, R
pesslble that the Allied High
Command welghed 1he possibli-
Sty of a thrust to the ceast.
Knowlng General Patton, I am
fiure he would have wolcomed
such an asslgnment. 1 happen
riso to know that it was not
given to him.”

The Secretary sald that Generel
Sir Harold Alexander, In command
of the entire Tunlsian  Rround
eperations of the Allles, probably
decided ngalnst a  thrus the
coast beeatise of two principal rea-

Ree AMERICANS on page 5

ment About Growing

By MURLIN SPENCER

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS: IN
AUSTRALIA —(~ A great Jap-
ancse combat fleet is constantly
being malntalned in the Truk are
“sithin less than three days' salling
disgance of New Guinea,” a spokes-
men for Gen. Douglas MacArthur
sald todny in a statement contains
ing the third such warning from
the Allled command In three days.

The atatement came sean af-
{er the amneonncement that the
Jnpancse hsd launched their
third air attack in force in four
days on an Allled base in New
Guinca yesterday with an st-
tack en Milne Bay that cost
the caemy probable lossea of 59
planes, Inclading 22 bombers.

The spokesman, supplementing
other alarming reports of Japanesc
attempts to concentrate aiv, sca and
ground forces In the ares Just be-
yond the reach of Allied land ba\cd
aviation, asserted:

“As regards merchant ship-
plng, a concentraflon of ap-
prosimately 250,688
been malntalned In or around
Rabani alone for the past sev-
eral months.

“Other Japanese bases on the
are—Palay, Manita, Socrabaja—
are within easy concentration
range of the 2.583.mile batlle
fine which envelops the upper
baif of Austealla.

sustant convers eperating
beyend the range of our alr
forcen are belng pushed forward

out romment,
b;

X
Allieg In the Seuthwest Pacific.

or contral in

Enemy Power

(o rélnforce  the enemy. Ganerat
Blamioy's rétent  statement :was
s most ranservatlve cstimate.”

The statement. istued here with-
followed & warning
Gen. Sir Thomas A

Australisn commander of

>
Allied_ground forces in the South-
west_Paclfic, and another esterdny
by Gen
(e Japancse were attempting 1o

MacArthur himself that

aerial supenority from the
Geoni Glamey “sald the
ancse  had 200690  first-line
troops In (Me area around
Austratia if they declded to at-
tempt sn Invasion, In the Uni-
ted States, Frank Knox, Secre-
sald the Jap-
2 sufficient
concentration of maval strength
at present fo attemipt an in.
vasion of Austratia,

Jap-

Yesterday's MacArthur statement.
although nol given as an answer
to Secrctary Knox, declared that
the Japancse didnt need a heavy

naval concentration at present but,

{f they were able to obmln pnrn\
the air, na

centrations would quickly IO”D“

The Japanese assanlt from the
ale. starting Sunday, was being
pushed with big concentrations
of fighter-escorted bombers. A
heavy toll of the ralders had
been exacted by Allied defensen
befare yesterday'n attack, when
30 planes were belioved fo have
been downed,

More Than Third Of Bond Fund
Raised But “Hard Road Ahead”

WASHINGTON. —i/
Morgenthau  seported
‘Trdgsury nlready has raised more
thah® one-third of the $13.000,000,~
000 sought in the second war lean
campaign which opened Monday.

WEATHER

— Secretary
today the

Beattored
light.
Todayls Temp.

SunsetiToda
Z8unriss Tomorrow

‘Additsnat U. 8. Weather Burean

dnia whl bo found eR PAgS

The Secretary told his press con-
ference that subscriptions up to
fast night from both banklng and
nou-banking sources ‘totaled $5.
253,000,060,

Whtle expressing pleasure ai the
progress of the cﬂmpalgn <o far,

“we

“And subscriptions are still pour-
fng in through the mail” he said.

Morgenthau stated thal the over-
subseription by the banks of the
seven-elghths certificates was one
of the biggest responses to Treas-
ury offerings on record.

still have a hard road anesd The
Treasury already has called on the
public.to_raise the sights on its
help for Uncle Sem.

The figures made public todey,
the Secretary sald, do not Include
several large subscriptions from in-
surance compantes which ‘were Te-
ported to heve totaled nearly $1,
400,001

OF the total funds ralsed 50 far,
in the drive $2,753800,000 came
from non-benking sources And $2
500,000,000 from hanking soutces,
Morgenthau reported. The banks,
which: were allotted & quots of
about  §2.000,000000 in  one-yerr
seven-eighths per cent certllicates,
had oversubscribed thin nliotment

Whree times up to last night.

hie Treasury teported
that 50 million people have bought
bonds sinee they first went on sale
before the war and that 26,000,000
of them are steadily buying more
through payroll deduction plans,

Those dedyctions ere avernglng
5 per cent of the money being
carned by workers.

Treasury Seeretnry Morgenthau
now says that percentage is
nouph and that individuats sould
invest from 15 to 20 per cent of
their carnings in War Bonds.

This would mean doubluig on a
contlnuous basls the efforts now
made by the wo.kers to help the
Government finapee the war for.
while the present’ campalgn has &

Soc OVER THIRD on page 5

conference of recent pleas from
Australia for additionn) planes to
mect the more agrressive Japanese
acrial activity of recent weeks,
Stimson - keep our
American and Australian fifers sup-
plied with . sufficient planes not
only to.replace our losses but to
butld . up our aircraft to counter
the increasing enemy sir strength.”
“AGGRESSIVE  DEFENSE"

Stimsoi's €6itiments Camie as il
vy authorities = hete, - withhold~
ing ; {heuse of - helr inanies;:: ex-
pressed bellel thatidapanese operas
tlons': i ihie  Pacific - have 7 passed
{mm e ann:ive bwge 1o one:of

srcssxve defense.

Aunlraliniar il
‘rmmﬁenc Unlted Vﬂuaﬂs ban-
Uén: Thegiviewen ; the Tekye
Siratogy an ek to-hold And
dévelop | thel rich | Bast . Inding,
Malagshind ;. olfior Inds als
readyconguered.

i Sedretary
appealsi Tor: adoi material
came 16 Intiicountry. from alt the-
aters’of loperations, ahd added that
vigorous” puBlic - of itlals tn areas
clese 1o war | would
s n il dities it they falled to
press elr . dannds,

L ;«zrawmmr'mnm\«w troquent-
Iy called for more help.

However, Stimson sabi,
combined chiefs of
with meeting the ove
ments of Al the Unk
has the “verv difficult ta
Iocating & lmited supply
large demands.
NEEDS KEPT IN

“The nreds of the
Paclfic are being kept
in mind." the Secretary concluded.
“and there will be a constantly
mereasing flow  of military  sup-
plles. particularly ajreraft, to that
theater.”

imat” such

the Allied
rharged
requires
Nations,
of al-

to meet

MIND
Southwest
antly

The autherities discussing the
Japanese strategy heid out Hts
tlc promise of ecarly Aliled of-
fensives against the Japanese
on a major scale, They ox-
plained that the United States
fs committed heavily elewhere
and that a Pacifle

ﬁwiﬁeii Has
ours Of Combat

Liberator Gunner Now Visiling
Here, On Many Bombing Missions
A DALY

B
Charlotte News
beavil

Blasting five lnrge,
fo fiery destruction in the Me
by a
the mos
of conibat flving by Sergeant
sergeant, from bas

“We gat all the merchant
ahips in that convoy-we didn’t
waste our bombs an the des
stroyer accompanying them--
and the second squadron on
that mission was peeved bocause
we didn't leave them a target”
said this Charlolte youth, back
home for twoe weeks to visit his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. George

L. Bickett, of Derita Rd.

While on the dozens of combat
missions, each of which required
from seven to ten howrs of flving.
Sergeant Bickett from upstairs be-
came  well uainted  with  the

comparable o that in the Eu-
ropean-North  African thrater
would overtax itn atremgth, es-
peclally in shipping.

This docs not rule out heavy
naval and afr blows this Spring
or Summer-_blows for whish both
Army and heen mRr-
shaliing and Corranising thelt forecs
for several months. But it would
scem to climinate for the time
belng any hikelihood of decisive ac-
tions taken on American initiative.
THE OVER-ALL PICTURE
Inquirics prompted by recent ap-
prehicnsive statements {rom_ AuSiTa-
Ua mbout the massing of Japanese
rround and air units in the Souths
west Pacific brouzht this general
summary of the Pacific situation
fram highly placed spokesmen:

The monsoon semsan 15 at
hand In Burma and with its
beginnlng ail Impartant {ightlag
ceases. General Sir Arehbald
Wa Burma campalgn has
tmads Hitle. progress and when
the raln ends next Fall Waseli's
iroops probably will be back
about where they started from,
near the Burmese berder of
India. Net belng under pres-
sure in Burma, the Japanese
almost certatnly witl shift some
ale units from there into thelr
Jstand are eppesite northern
Austratia,

There already has beed & marked
increase fn cnemy air strength in
the Southwest Pacific. as evidenced
by the recent 100-plane ratd on
American positions in New Guinea
and the 5a-plane assault en Guads
aleanal, but it is significant for

Sce MARTHUR 'on Poge §

geography of that part of the world
He reported that he is famitier
with aerial views of Tobruk. Ben-
Alamein line, Tripoli,
ina, Palermo, Sousse.
they were
one or more times cach a target
for thelr bombing miscions.
SEVERAL DECORATIONS
And, Sergeant Bickett wears
the ribbous of the Dlstinguished
Fiylng Crows. Alr Serslee Medal
and  Mlddle Fast Campalgn

See SGT, BICKETT ON Fage 11

319

v

taft Writer
loaded Axis supply ships
diterranean Sea in a half hour

squadron of Ameriean Alr Forces B-24 Liberators was
spectacular single war-

ime event in the 319 hours
George L. Bickett Jr.. gunner-

s in Palestine, Egypt and Lib;

Success

Ca

Assaults B

Infantry

en

French, British Take 600 Prlsoner

Running Total Bag Over 30,000

B DANIEL DE LUCE
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA

{A)—French and

British infantry successfully’stormed:iwe

important hills on the south and western fronts of :theconi=
stricted Axis Tunisian line yesterday and, capturing 68

prisoners, increased the total

Allled bag since the oper

of the Mareth offensive to more than 30,000.
Attacking the Djebel Sefsouf, the French’roundes
400 Germans and took possession of that mountain posmoﬁ

which has been the western

anchorage of -Marshal: E:

Rommel’s new Enfidaville line.

The Djcbel Sefsouf lles 30 miless

due west of Enfidaville. 30 miles
southwest, of Tunis and seven miles
northeast of the viilsge of Bir
Kararhoun.

Field dispatches.said a further
advance by the British Eighth Army
in the Enfidaville sector was halted
b, heavy artillery commanding the
coast road to Tunis.

CAPTURE MOUNTAIN TOF

Lieut.-Gen. K. A. N. Anderson's
veteran® British Infantrymen cap-
tured & mountain top, the Djebel
Ang, eight miles above Medjeb-El-
Bab and some miles west .of
Tunis
which they rounded .up mere ‘than
200 Nezi Alpine trogps
M waa s offlolalli- annosnced

Ihat mere than;30,682 Axis.sebs

had . been :sohzed by the
R Abﬂed in ’hmhh siitee, Gen." Sl

Beinard L.} mery . opbned

the Bareth LIns drive March 28,

Of these 23,860 were Itallans,

Premature reports. - broadeast by
the Alglers radio, that the Allies
50

0.
in' fierce. fighting ; during

Stuttgart
Aitaekéd

had captured miles
south of Tunis, and the Djehel
Mansour, 38 miles to the west, were
officially denied,

Acrlal operations boosted ‘to
more than 200 the number of Axls
planes shot down In the Mediter-
ranean theater in the five-day
period from Saturday
Wednesday, sn average of 40
day, The total for vesterday was
21, while eight Allled alvecraft
failed to Teturn.

U. S. Flying Fortressss sgain

paced the Allied air onsiaugh t| E00rH

with heavy assaults on the Axis
landing grounds al Aouina.
near Tunis, and at £ Mas and[f
Nonferrato, Xn Sardinfa, Nineteen} 20
fighters were

Raid Kiska

Ten Times

Record Number of
Attacks on Japs

WASHINGTON—(?) - The Aleu-
tans Alr Force Command broke
all previous Tecords for number of
attacks on Kiska in » single day.
the Navy reported today, when the
cnemy-hield fsland was ralded ten
times Tuesday by both heavy nnd
mediuy bombers.

The -Ten ralds even excecded the
(otal number of attacks on Kiska in
the entire month of February when
the fsland was raided nipe times
by planes which dropped w total of
1,000 bombs.

Since March 1 Kiska

has been

See RAID KISKA on Tage S

destrosed by the big sombers i
combas and. additional  a ireraift
were  wrooked  aground.: Al - the
Fortrecses Tetirn
PLASYER AIRDROME

Wheeling over the Bl Mas Air-
drome, the Fortreases: plastared 1t
with fragmentation: bombs.. . Fires
broke out in the hangars. Bombs
also were seen to burst among ten
or fifteen seaplanes in the har-
bor,

From 25 ta 30 cnemy fight-

ers attacked the American

formation. its gunners shet

down four Hallan RE 2080's,

five ME-109s and one [N

damaged ; two, enemy
low-level: attack -near: lé

cluding  factories’ for.
ture of plane; taBK aud.

night - could :be hmd for,
and a - half,;Channed tbut
dems Said, . indicating
was_made In great tome
{The Thursday -
Command .. communique,: broads
by the Beriin -radio -and

A secondt  Fortress
struck_at the near-by Nonferrato
Air Fleld, covering the landing
area nod heogars with an even

load of fragmentation

5. Again fires sprang  up.
Fortress gunners shot down one
Macchi 202 and one RE-3001 of
25 or morc enemy planes which
tried to intercept the fligh

The third Fortress attack

Sre HILLS ON on Tage 5

The News To Reprim

See

e Nrws today begins repube
lMcation of & series of articles
printed in this newspaper late {a
1941, carly ju 1942 end subse-
quently as “See Here, Private Har-
proves beeame @ best-seller In
the Natlon's book ists.

Many who have read these stor-
tes of Army e in Tur News or
fn the book will want to read them
again. And those who have not
read them Wil have @n oppor-
tanity (b read the most popular
staries that have come out of the
Army fn World \War 1L

Marlon HArgrove, now a scygeant
on the staff of The Yank. Army

newspaper, lefl  Tre  NEws in
sJuly, 1941, to eoter the Srmy ab
Fort Bragr. Shottly ffter becoming
a soldier he started writlng a col-

ere,

rivate

WARGROVE

| newspaper

argrove|

umn about his experiences and this

by the
the alr war:

amu(nr(
were dropped
quariorn  and

0
pepuistion.

reffored loasea. - Night: fghters <
o Redtiiary

of London, last night.}

column was published
in Tur Naws. Last year tho col-
umns were collected and published
by Henry Holt & Co. and ime
meciafely landed In the best-seller
class. .

Recently Bell Syndicate began
syndication- of “Boe P
Here, Private Hargrové™
feature 15 now being used in some

of the metropolitan Dapers of ;the b

country.

In order to give its. readbes n|

opportunlly to:réiew acquatitance
with this rparkiing” serles ;of ' col+
umns Tie News 18 reprinting ‘them
starting today, ‘The first s’ on'
page 9. The

In Fridays Nswa.

and the|®

Gen. Giraud:
Orders: I’urgd

ALGIERS—(R—An

souree  5ald : today lhls cm»
Giraud had’ orderéd: a4 purgs
Pro-Asia’. and vu:hy minded:

second  will ~appear | vil
it




