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Naval Forces

In Struggle

Off Solomons

Amerlcans Move

In To Bombard

Installatlons And Japs Attack

WASHINGTON— {AP)—United Stateg

warships sank

two Japanese destroyers Friday night, the Navy Hnnounced
today;-when a light Jap naval force tried to break up an
American bombardment of enemy.installations in the central

Solomon ‘Islands
Navycommunique No. 301:
“South’; Paclfic (all dates East

longltude),

*1. On March 5:
“(A) United States alscraft bombd-
ed:Japanese positions at Munda on

< the istand of New Georgla and at

Buln on the southeast coast of
Bougaihville.

“(B) " During - the ', night of .
Marchi 5.6, a0 United  States

L tnak % foree Y compésod - of | Hght

2o it Bembarded “Japa~
and

at Munda in (he centrsl Solo-
mons.

“Light Japanese surface forces
attempted to drive off the bom-
pardment group and two large en-
emy destroyers were sunk . during
tho engagement.. No United Statea
vmﬁels were lost.

. The successful eample“on af
the convoy mission of a U.
force in .the Bouth Plciﬂc now
makes possible the . following . an-
nouncement.

a Feb. l'l & Im'mauon of ‘zeve

2 JAF on Tpage B

Iiidatiations ‘at Vila

More Than 144 Communities Seized
Bv‘ Russl ns In Two Days
y EDDY GILMORE

HOSCOW — (AP) ~= The:Red Army victors of: thev
have ‘moved down : the srailway | toward . Vyazma; captiiring

the town:of Osuga; seventeen miilés.south of:Rzhev,

and

increasing today the:thveat:to:Gzhatsk and Vyazmﬂ

Tax Skipping
Issue Up

Ani‘;‘l,her Hounse Group
Vote ' Scheduled

WASHINGTON—(#—The issue
on whether -Amerien's individual
incbme ;taspayers will. have all of

.year's:ficome taxes abated to-
day, shaped up for snoiher vote ln
the House Ways.and Means Com~
wmittee.

A ‘subcommitted ‘setup to draft &

“pAy-83-you-go” compromise after
the . full - committee rejected the
skip-a-year phase of the Beardslay

all of; the 44000000 income . tax~
payers on a current collegtion basts.
July 1. .But W dumped back into!
the fuill commitice Jap ihe cone
troversy over how much of a year's
takes should be canceled,
Representatlve  Catlson, Repub-
lican,, Kensas, author of a bill on
Plan, said teday he
would -ask the committee to vote
again ;on s modifled proposal to
skip afull tax year.
Although opposing outright can-
cellation of 1942 taxes, majorlly of
35. commiticemen have Indi-
cated & whlingness to abate part
of _these obligations to ease the
transition  to  the  pay-as-you-5o,
. But théy have falled to

eggoe on how mucr
hairman Doughton, Democrat,

See' TAX SKIFPING on page D

Boviel :-troopa- opera southe
west of Rzhev eonumlcd ﬂ)ch’ push,
occupylng more - than: BD settles
ments -in this forest (llled area
within the last 24 how

\Combined with drives In sectors
seuth of the central front. Russlan
forces [n two days have been re-
ported - sweeplng . miore - than - 144
communities under the Red flag)

FORCE RIVBR FPOSITIONS

Osuga,..the _Red} .

Before
Army had m force~ German poshe
tions on the Osuga River and then
blest thelr wey into the railway
station,

The troops that took Osuga now
are nbout fifteen miles north of
the important railvay town of
Sychevka, which may be in Rus-
sian hands although It never has
been announced. When the Rus-
sians launched thelr first attacks
of the current campaign they cut
the railway between Rzhev
Vyazma biit did not say where.

Sychevia, halfway between “the
citles, 15 only 31 miles northwest
of . Gzhatsk and by holding it the
Red Army would outflank Grhatsk,
100 miles west of Moscow on the
rallroad to Vvarma and Smolensk,
and actually the point of the Ger-
man spear long aimed at Moscow,

There has been no indica-

“flon that the Red Army has

made any attzck en Grhatsk

from the cast o from the
seuthwest but they were only
about twenly miles east of the
city when I visited the arca in

January 1941

The Germans have sirong per-
manent concrete fortifications
around the towns and clties they
have captured in this arca and
Gehptsk  fs  probably as  heavily
gartisoned for its size as any place
slong the Russlan front.

 |All Stock

Estimated As
$275,000 Deal

By TOM REVELLE
Charlotte News Staff Wslter

The J. A. Jones Construc-
tion Co. has acquired owner-
ship . of . the.: Selwyn. Hotel
Buildinz, conservatively -call-

$275,000- = structure;
thmugh the piirchase.of vir-
tually wall¥ thestock “of : the
nghlands Hetel.Co.; owner of
tlus valtiable upto“n hotel
roperty,
h\ ely learnied toda

s Negetiations * far the

on,: 1 was :understosd; by :G:
Gallaway and T. 8. Mer(m
real ' estal

et compan:
wifected by ihe deal
Jones ; Constritetlon’s Coi ity w
certaingd,

QUIETLY FURCHASED

Piirchase of the slock’ has:bren
cavried : on qubetly i for i days.; but
today -iL" wak ; utiderstood ithat
Jones : Constirustion: Co.i naw - hird
completed  purchase ot -virtually vall
ouuuma!nx stock i

L. Gibbon : was pm‘ildc’ll

of Lhe Hlshlmda Co. " Other ‘stock-
holders lncludcd. John M. Scott,
Dr. R..A..Dunn.:J. B, Alnxsndnr.
J. A, Bell and lhc Scuthern Real
Estate and Trust Co.

. The Sclwyn: Hotel long has

been one of Charlolle’s lead-

ing helels, and Is in lne with

- other preperty - of the - typs -
owned by the Janca Cemsiruc:

tion . Co. lInterests.  Among

these are the Addlson Apari-

.ments; . Poplar _ Apartments,.
Frederick Apariments, Skyland

Land Hotel at Hendersoaville

and others.

The Sclwyn Hotel, a 200-room
building, was opencd in 1907, but
since has been enlarged and fm-
proved lo keep pace with chang-
ing timesi. Located at the inter-
section of W. Trade and N. Church
St. it fs in the center of the shop-
ping and business district of Chars
lotte, and is known to travelers all
over the South.

Giraud Makes
Protest To Spain

NEW YORK ~~®-- Gen. Henri
Honore Glraud, High Commissioner
of French North Africa, "has pro-
tested energetically” against the de-
cislon of the Spanish Gavernment
to take over French postal. tele-
graph and telephone services in
Tungler. the Dritish radio reported

'I‘hc Spanish Government, which
took over the former international
zone of Tangier since the Euro-
pean war began, announced yester-
day it would keep open the facill-
ties: with -Spantsh employ The
services had been ulﬂclulh undcr
the Sultan of 'Moroceo, but were
npc rated by the French Ministry

{ Posts and -Telegraph.

Now==Destroyer Escerts!

New Su b-Killers Moy Give Punch

To Crush German U-Boa# Fleet

WASHINGTON — (7 ~— Fresh
hy that’ Alled sca forces will
rmany’s  re-

Sum-

half thie “time necessary to bulld
4 regular destroyer.

Crews ~ave being trained at n
pate to maich the speed. of con-
struction ‘and the. first. DE squad-

7y |[rons should be In operation soon

‘killer Fships . 15 st
s down - the ways'on A

‘s production - schsdute: b
Soveral scom o the -sleek - Hitie]

sown' i . the - Navy a8
 Sncarta; already . have
chad. lhe Becrotary told
sndsBandreds

—later to b¢ organiaed
of ships—Knox ssid.
These toams’ of ‘oub: Killors,
‘working.In cleso co-apsration
with slancs snd blimps whore
possible, . agé 3idore:
,!omc wd! qﬂnllﬂeﬂ autheritiea
the apswer.te the Nasla
A deadly . bent
welf-pack : metheds, - :

into teams

in the Atlantic this Spring and
Summer s generally accepted, fer
Bl “evidence {indlcates that the
German Navy has preparcd an
unparalleled undetsea * offensive
agatnst Allied Atlantic shipplog,
Already Admiral Karl .Doentis,
Nazl naval. chie! and U-boat ex-
pert, hay an averdge of more than
on _constant
in the -Atlantlc, and this
number is expected to be lncrc&bed
the extreme Jimit of Germany™
abllity - ta - wage that king of war
;Secretary  Knox  sald  vecently
ug Germans hnd | 300 to

it was authonta—‘

German Industrial
Center Attacked

LONDON “-i/m— Royal : Alr” Force
Borbera ! made s very T heavy and

|conicentrated” fnitack Ton’ tie - grent

German’ indisirial :cénter  of | Essen
Iast night - in’the : lenth cansecutive
night -of ‘assaults::againat largets
cither -1 German Nazi-held
Europe, the Alr Ministsy announced
soday.

Fourteeh of tht big British bom-
bers falled ta teturn from the trip
to Esscn, It was announced, in-
dlenting that peraps 300 planes
took part In the raid.,

CLAIM _TALLIES

First reports from the German
radio indicated that the  blows!
were heavy and that several towns
1 dddition” to Esten were  hit]
DNB report heard by the Assos
ciated Press said that fourtecn
British bombers were shot down,
the claim taliying exacly with the
British communigue,

“Last night aireraft of the
Bomber Command made a very
heavy and concentrated attack
on Essen” the Alc Minlstey
communlque said. “Fourleen of
sur hombers ave missing.”

The ¢ite of a Krupp armamont
v employing 175,000 persons,
Essen has been raided 52 times,
The RAF Bomber Command has
not misscd & night
some of the principal
transport and U-boat centers of
any. and France since the
Wilielmshaven raid the night of
Feb,

The DNB dispatch said see-
eral localities in westcrn Gere
many were hit and that “civil
bulldings” - were - destrayed -an

bombing
industrial,

Sce RAF IN BIG on page 9

British First -Army abandoned Sedjenane ygsterday;

-t back-seven miles-to-higher-ground-at-Tamera;: it ws

nounced today, but American forward eléments moved
ward at the center and occupied Pichon in“sn advarce

out Thursday:

e Allled: comimunique : did nat
touch : upon - the Army ‘. re-
treat  In that -sectar,: saynig sime
ply . that .in . horthern ’l\mlea
encmy ltuv".y WS oD l

|scale.

Reported Massed
Strong Group of Vessels Said To,

Be¢ In Trondheim, Norway, Area
LONDON—(AP}—Wide speculation over the possibil-

ity that the Germans were
Allied supply lines to Rus

planning ‘a major attack on

sia was stirred today by publica-

tion of dispatches to two London newspapers—which failed
to state the source of their information--that a powerful
concentration of German fighting ships was being assembled
in the Trondheim area of Norway.

Storics tn the Evening Standard
and.the Dally Tdicgraph said the
35.000-ton battleship Tirpitz, queen
of Hitler's war fleet, the atrcraft
carrter Graf Zeppelln, the 26,000-
ton Scharnhorst, at'least two cruis-
ers of the Hipper class and a num-

Al concentration,

MAY TRY TO GET OUT

The prospect that the Germans
might attempt ta break out of their
tjord hideways suggested tho pos-
sibliity of an even greater Allied
ship hunt than the one which end-
ed the Bismarck's career in Ham-
lng ruin and a sca grave In 194L.

Worry Over

Pichon,

< v:lrmenu _entered’

YS!
cit= of - the' Nazt

tmncd “States armored
cipled Pichon,” which' Hes iy
Ousseltia - Valley :at.the :frontfof
the . last ridge :of . mountains = in
Eastern .. Tunisla; - in an : sadvance
which military  observers: regarded
as the most important o! Lhe'dny.
REGAIN TERRITORY

The Americans rolléd inta Pichon
about 4:30 P. M. yesterday to regain.
almost all the territory lost: be(ore
the original Axis drive in thi
and to convert the . valiey and the

age o
were " et et :
the: 22:ship :convoy:and lte:

(o‘p rldsu of “the Tuni=
sias rsal . into . 8 vest no‘mm’s

Allied forces had. with me
the town when: their rism flank

Passito
Kasscrine Gap . in - mid-February.
New ;- concentrated © in

Visarous - patrol -mmy b
2nd-G; Bout

Food Grows

Farm Bloc Demands
Production Action

WASHINGTON — (P~Growing
larm over potential food shortages
today set of( n Congressional race
for remedlal manpower leglslation
and brought a farm bloc demand
for immediate exccutive action on
the

An source

the German Fleet might be as-
sembling for a batile against
long odds rather than submit
to belng bottled up Indefinitely
as was the German Flcet after
the Battle of Jutland in the
last war.

Other solirces however, Higuzht
the grouping of Germany's main
naval power In Norweglan waters
was ordered because its recently
chosen commander, Admirel Kark
Docnitz, believed an attack on the
Russtan supply line wowld be ad-

ram. .
Concern over feeding and cquips
Ing armed
ians was displayed in numerous
Capitol quarters, producing paral-
Iel appeals for prompt action on
bills_to keep sgriculture labor “on
the’ farms_and to mobllize A non-
combatanit’ army” ol 65.000.000 mefi
and women for war production.
At the same time, an unofficial
farm bloc organization
of one representative Irom . each
state planned to take to the White
ouse @ demand . that . Govern-
ment égency .heads - deallng  with
farm problems be n:qulred to reach

. -

Two Killed In

.

Texas Tornado
SAN AUGUSTINE Tex, —tfhe-
Two persons were killed, five in-
J\H"Dd and about 80 poer cent of
business houses and homes were
damaged by a mile-wide tornado
striking this East Texas town yes-

terday  afterioon.

The dead were Mrs. John Rird,
about 45and Ewa v
Damage was estimated unoﬂl:h’lll)‘
Bt $1.000.000,

Jag-Occupied Village
In »\l\\nl) \rm Attacked

NEW F— RAF bomb-~
ers cworlcd b. fighters attacked
Japancsc-occupled  villages In the
Akyab area of Burmm yesterday and
shot down one Japanese fighter
planes and damaged others, Bri-
tish comnumlque mld lodn L An-
other - Japancse flght o-
stroyed by a Brmm xonmuon opA
eratlng near Kudaul

Last night a homhlng attack wes
carrfed out on the raliread yards
at Thazl Junction and bombs wWere
seen to burst in the target area.
Other observation was prevented by

05| clouds, the communiqe sald: One

Britlsh piane waz lost in the one

to tae Ger-
man armies in Russia,

Naval observers pointed out the
concentration of German ships, if
it proved ta be true, would' neces-
sitate close watch by large Allied
navai forces,

quick
To0d produttion . program
Representatlve - Fulmer, Demo-
crat, South Caroltna, was ap-
polnted head of a_policy commit-
tee of thirtcen (o draft-a suggest-

See WORRY OVER on pago 9

| sources

forces as well as civil- | ward

xmry lﬁud r(vil pes“hnj.

desolate section - of m try

here “sald  wgsof ino:great
srategic importance ;inthe wm:-
drawal from

o 13 Nt & Bﬂh!n
suamﬁgx rom :New
N=w cml R‘W
lkd l ? :
2irman- dropped |
three: lifeboats contalning:
goldlers, antl

A3 long a5 the Germans are block-
ed from Bejs.” 22 milda: to: the
south which is the ey to the ‘road
to the :Medjez-El-Bab : front, :: the
reveérse ‘means ittle except for the
losses 1n_eGuipment, offtcers, said, =
GIRAUD MEN GAIN

In :the ' south;¢ patrols from Gen..
Henrl Giraud's forces -pushed east-| L

sfong the Tim . of . the : Chott,

Dierid - salt ‘marsh toward - Toseur,|
45 milea southwest of Gafss, with|y
little opposition.

Thirty ‘Axis - tanks ;wers - réport-

od ito. Nave .. been - destroyed - sinee | from -t

Cal.<Gi

carry! out " vigorous .patrol. ac<
Hvitytn” all sectors.and. to . have
made ‘small local gains other than
in the Pichon sector.

“In the south, on the Elghth
Army front, patrel metivity con-,
tnued and  enemy - working

partles  were successfully . en-
_gaged by our . artillery,” - the
commanlque sald,

Bad “weather " restricted “aertal

See U. 5. TROOPS on page 9 -

Blow

Japs Were Seched:

Bismarck Sea Victory Result
Of Months Of Allied Preparation

By C. YATES McDANIE
SDME\VHERE IN NEW GUINEA
~~F-~The grand slam scorrd Dby
General Douglas MacArthur's alr-
men  against the moit ambltious
Japanese scaborne attempt to re-

orce bases in New Quinea was
the result of months of prepnn\llon
to meet just such a threa

Two days-spent at Ao opera~
tlonal boses, where the blg. blow
was concelved and directed snd
in the alr ‘over the Island while
swarms of Allled plincs were roar-
ing back and forth acress the
Owen Stanley Mountalns on dcath-
dealing missions, that

pieat teamwork between the Aus-
trallans and the Americans,
GREAT TEAMWORK

A seven-hour aerlal tour—with
an escort of Kittyhawks—of Papuan
bases during the helght of the Bis-
marck Sca Battle and. many min-
utes spent clrcling the big alr-
dromes walting for warplane traf
fic to vase long cnough to permit
our transport to land -also showed
the. great batlle teamwork. This
co-ordination. was possible
by the Hel’(_ulcnn Acmnvcmeut of
transforming .. sections . of . . ihe
castern

the annibilation ! _the 22'&)\10

-of
New Guinea inta fighter and bomlye

o . Bpirlt mvlmax -mna
uring  Ahe

POH Mu ;
tle—tro S reass  tasnhey’
o hehighat commandern—




